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CHAPTER   I. 


AN  ADIEU  ! 


Abb  you  acquainted  with  that  region,  sur- 
named  *•  The  garden  of  France  ?" — with  that 

4 

district  of  verdant  plains,  through  which  a 
fine  river  winds  its  way,  but  which,  neverthe- 
lesB)  enjoys  the  purest  air?  If  you  have 
traversed  that  most  lovely  country,  fair  Tour- 
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aine,  during  the  summer  months^  you  will 
have  followed  the  peaceful  Loir^>  with  feelings 
of  enchantment ;  so  beautiful  is  it  on  either 
bank,  that  you  will  have  regretted  your  inabi- 
lity to  choose,  on  which  side  you  would  place 
your  residence,  apart  from  the  world,  to  enjoy 
the  sweet  society  of  a  beloved  object.  In 
accompanying  the  course  of  this  placid  and 
gentle  stream,  your  eyes  rest  on  the  splendid 
views  to  the  right — valleys  dotted  with  neat 
white  cottages,  and  surrounded  by  shady  groves, 
hillocks  covered  with  vines,  or  decked  with 
the  blossom  of  the  cherry  tree,  ancient  walls, 
encircled  with  wild  honeysucklcj  gardens  of 
roses ;  and  here  and  there,  a  small  spiral 
tower  shoots  forth — all  bring  to  mind  the 
fecundity  of  mother-earth,  the  antiquity  of 
her  monuments,  and  all  the  labours  and  works 
of  her  inhabitants,  which  cause  a  never 
dying  interest. 

Nothing  here  has  been  deemed  useless  by 
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the  peasantry;  it  would  appear  that  out  of 
pure  love  for  ao  beautiM  a  district,  (sole  pro- 
vince in  France  the  foreigner  never  occupied) 
the  inhabitants  were  unwilling  to  lose  sight  of 
the  smallest  span  of  earth,  or  the  lightest  grain 
of  sand.  Observe  that  old  demolished  tower, 
one  would  think  it  was  merely  inhabited  by 
the  silent  birds  of  night — ^but  at  the  sound  of 
your  horse's  footfall,  the  smiling  face  of  a 
young  girl  peeps  through  the  opening — climb 
yon  steep  ascent,  thickset  with  vines — a  gen- 
tle curling  smoke  bespeaks  the  near  vicinity 
of  a  cottage — ^tells  that  the  hard  rock  even  is 
inhabited,  and  that  the  family  of  the  homely 
vine-gatherer  draws  breath  in  yon  deep  valleys, 
sheltered  from  the  piercing  winds  of  winter, 
by  the  same  rising  grounds  at  another  season 
they  cultivate  so  li^oriously  ;  these  peasants 
too  are  peculiar,  they  are  as  simple  in  mind  as 
in  habits — gentle  as  the  air  they  breathe,  and 
healthy  as  the  teemful  sod  they  fertilize. 
B  3 
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Neither  the  cold  inanition  of  the  north,  nor 
the  too  yivacious  play  of  feature  of  the  south, 
is  found  in  their  clear,  brown  countenance ; 
they  possess  indeed,  in  face  and  character, 
something  of  the  frankness  of  the  true  descen- 
dant of  Saint  Louis ;  their  chesnut  hair  is  still 
worn  long  and  encircled  round  their  ears,  as 
seen  in  the  statues  of  the  ancient  Kings 
of  France;  their  language  is  the  purest 
French — their  intonation  neither  slow  nor 
quick ;  in  short,  this  favoured  province  is  the 
cradle  of  the  French  Monarchy,  as  well  as 
of  the  French  language.  But  notwithstanding 
the  great  allurements  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Loire,  the  left  is  more  remarkable;  from 
one  spot,  Chambord  is  distinguishable  afar  off, 
which,  with  its  blue  domes  and  small  cupolas, 
looks  like  a  city  of  the  East,  at  another 
point  of  view,  Chant  eloup  is  seen,  its  elegant 
pagoda  appearing  suspended  in  mid  air ;  after 
these  more  prominent  objects,  a  simple  build- 
^^Sf  by  its  magnificent  position  and  imposing 
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appearance,  attracts  the  eye  of  the  traveller — 
this  is  the  Castle  of  Chaumont,  built  on  the 
most  elevated  spot  in  the  surrounding  country ; 
it  occupies  a  large  space  of  ground  with  its 
high  walls  and  enormous  towers^  whose  heavy 
slate-roofs  give  the  whole  edifice  that  monastic 
appearance — ^that  religious  exterior  which  all 
old  castles  in  France  possess,  and  which  im- 
parts so  sombre  a  character  to  the  landscapes 
in  their  vicinity.     Wide  spread,  thick  studded 
trees,  encase  this  ancient  demesne  on  all  sides 
—a  picturesque  village  rises  from  the  foot  of 
the  hill  at  the  river  side,  and  one  would  say 
its  white  cabins  emerge  direct  from  the  golden 
sand ;  the  village  belongs  to  the  Castle,  and  ip 
reached  by  a  narrow  pathway,  cut  out  in  tht 
rock  above;  a  small  chapel  rests  in  the  midst, 
and   SeigneiBTS  descend  and  peasants  mount  to 
its  humble  altar,  as  to  a  point  of  mutual  equa- 
lity— a  common  resting  place  to  all. 

It  was  in  this  Castle,  one  morning  in  the 
month  of  June,  1639,  (the  bell  of  the  turret 
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having  chimed  the  hour  of  twelve  to  call  the  fa* 
milj^  according  to  custom,  to  their  mid*day  meal) 
that  occurrences  took  place,  far  from  usual  to 
its  inhabitants.     The  numerous  domestics  re* 
marked)  that  as  the  MarSdiale  d'Effiat  repeated 
the  morning  prayer  to  the  assembled  house* 
hold,  she  spoke  in  a  less  firm  tone  than  ordi- 
nary, while  tears  started  to  her  eyes,  and  that 
she  was  dressed  in  deeper  mourning  than  was 
her  wont ;  the  whole  household,  together  with 
the  Italian  attendants  of  the  youthful  Duchess 
of  Mantua,  who  had  taken  up  her  residence 
for  some  time  at  Chaumont,  observed  with 
surprise,  that  preparations  were  being  made 
for  an  immediate  departure  ;  the  old  confiden- 
tial body  servant  of  the  late  Mar^chal  d*Effiat 
— Ghrandchamp  by  name — ^had  drawn  on  his 
heavy  travelling  boots,  which  he  had  sworn 
never  to  wear  again. 

This  excellent  old  man  had,  through  life> 
followed  the   head  of  the  family  to  the  wars, 

and  indeed  in  all  other  occupations,  in  any 
capacity   in     which  he    might    be    useful— 
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now,  he  was  an  esquire — then^  a  secretary — 
and  lately  he  had  returned  from  Germany  to 
pour  into  the  distressed  ear  of  a  bereaved  mo- 
ther and  children,  the  sad  detail  of  the  decease 
of  the  old  Mar^chal  d'Effiat,  whose  last  sighs 
he  had  witnessed  at  Luzzelstein^he  was  one 
of  those  faithful  servitors,  now  so    rare    in 
France,  or  indeed  anywhere ,  willing  to  partake 
equally  of  the  miseries  and  joys  of  the  family, 
who  look  forward  with  ecstacy  to  the  marriage 
of  the  juvenile  members,  that  they  may  have 
youDg  masters  to  teach— who  think  it  not 
wrong  to  scold  the  children  when  they  deem 
it  necessary,  and  who  even  sometimes  take 
the  master  himself  to  task—who  are   ready 
to  risk  life  and  limb  for  their  good — ^who  refuse 
to  receive  wages  in  their  misfortune— who  work 
willingly  fortheirsupport,andwho,inmore  pros- 
perous times,  follow  them  wherever  they  go,  and 
on  their  return  to  their  native  soil,  shout  out  :— 
"  Here  are  our  houses — ^these  are  our  vines  I** 
Master    Grandchamp    had    a    remarkably 
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ably  stiff  gait — he  had  a  deep  copper  colored 
complexion,  and  hair  of  silver  grey,  inter- 
mixed with  black ;  his  bushy  black  eye-brows 
gave  him  a  forbidding  expression,  but  a  steady, 
quiet,  peaceful  look,  softened  this  appearance  ; 
his  voice  was  loud  in  its  tones,  and  grated 
sadly  on  the  ear :  this  day  he  was  extremely 
busy,  hastening  the  dinner,  and  issuing  orders 
to  all  the  servants  who,  like  himself,  were 
dressed  in  mourning. 

^'  Come,''  said  he,  ^*  quick,  bustle,  bustle, 
hasten  the  repast —  and  hark  ye — you — Ger- 
main, Louis,  and  Etienne — saddle  your  horses, 
my  young  master.  Monsieur  Henri,  and  our- 
selves, must  be  far  hence  at  eight  to-night ; 
and  you,  gentlemen  Italians,  have  you  an- 
nounced the  dinner  to  your  mistress,  the  young 
princess?  I  doubt  me  she  is  gone  to  the  other 
end  of  the  park  now,  or  to  the  water  side  with 
her  ladies,  to  read — she  always  comes,  I  trow, 
when  the  meal  is  half  over,  to  shew  her  import- 
ance and  make  all  the  family  rise  from  table/' 
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^^  Ah  I  Monsieur  Grandchamp/'  said  a  young 
waiting  woman,  who  was  passing,  "  let  us 
not  think  of  the  Duchess,  she  is  yery  melan- 
choly, I  can  assure  you,  and  I  doubt  not  will 
keep  her  apartment.  But  how  I  pity  you, 
havingr  to  travel  such  a  day  as  this ;  the  idea 
of  commencing  a  journey  on  a  Friday,  od  the 
13th  of  the  month,  and  the  JSte  day  of  Saint 
Gervais  and  Saint  Protais  to  boot ;  the  fete 
day  of  two  blessed  Martyrs!  oh!  horrid! 
I  have  been  saying  paternosters  all  the 
morning  for  Monsieur  de  Cinq  Mars,  but  my 
thoughts  ran  all  the  while  on  this  daring  im- 
prudence. My  mistress  thinks  of  it  as  deeply 
as  I  do,  so  you  need  not  laugh  so,."  and  the 
young  Italian  tripped  away  like  a  bird,  and 
disappeared  through  a  corridor,  frightened  at 
seeing  the  folding  doors  of  the  saloon  suddenly 
thrown  wide  open* 

Grandchamp  had  scarcely  time  to  listen  to 
what  she  said,  to  cast  his  eyes  around  to  see 
B  5 
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that  all  the  servants  were  at  their  post,  and  to 
place  himself  hastily  behind  the  chair  of  the 
eldest  son  of  the  family,  wnen  all  the  party 
successiyely  entered  the  saloon ;  eleven 
persons  seated  themselves  at  the  table. 
The  Mar^chale  came  last,  leaning  on 
the  arm  of  a  fine  old  man,  magnifi- 
cently dressed,  whom  she  placed  on  her  left; 
she  herself  sat  in  a  huge  gilded  arm-chair  on 
one  side  of  the  oblong  taUe ;  another  seat, 
still  more  richly  ornamented,  was  at  her  right ; 
but  it  was  vacant.  The  young  Marquis 
d'Effiat,  placed  t»#-d-in!f  his  mother,  assisted 
her  in  doing  the  honors  of  the  table.  He 
bad  scarcely  reached  his  twentieth  year, 
his  features  were  small  and  insignificant,  but 
he  appeared  to  possess  much  self-command  and 
distinguished  manners,  and  was  both  polite 
and  urbane;  his  young  sister,  now  fourteen 
years  of  age,  two  neighbouring  gentlemen, 
three  young  Italian  noblemen,  in  the  suite  of 
Marie  de  Gh)n8ague9  Duchess  of  Mantua,  a 
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young  companion,  governess  to  the  youngest 
daughter  of  the  Mar^chale,  and  the  parish 
priest,  an  abb^  old  and  very  deaf,  com- 
pleted the  party.  A  chair  to  the  left  of  the 
eldest  son  also  remained  vacant. 

The  MarSchale,  before  seating  herself,  made 
the  sign  of  the  cross,  and  repeated  the  Bene- 
dicite  in  a  clear  tone.  All  responded  by  the 
same  sign,  either  on  the  face  and  body,  or 
across  the  chest ;  thb  custom  had  been  pre- 
served by  many  families  in  France,  up  to  the 
time  of  the  revolution  of  1789;  some  few 
even  observe  it  now;  but  in  the  provinces 
rather  than  at  Paris ;  and  then  with  a  show 
of  embarassment,  or  a  preliminary  observation 
on  the  state  of  the  weather,  and,  if  a  stranger 
be  present,  accompanied  by  an  excusing  smUe ; 
for  it  is  true,  that  a  good  action  is  frequently 
blushed  at  in  its  performance ! 

The  Mar^chale,  had  a  commanding  appear- 
ance, and  remarkably  fine,  large,  blue  eyes ; 
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she  hardly  appeared  forty-five  years  old^  yet 
grief  bad  corroded  her  beauty.  Sbe  walked 
with  a  slow  step^  and  spoke  in  evident  pain, 
closing  her  eyes,  and  allowing  her  bead  to  sink 
on  her  bosom  after  die  had  exerted  herself  more 
than  usual ;  her  hand  placed  on  her  chest, 
showed  where  lay  the  complaint  utider 
which  she  suffered.  She  was  not  sorry 
to  observe  that  the  old  gentleman  on  her  left 
took  up  the  thread  of  conversation,  without 
having  been  invited,  and  held  it  with 
unusual  pertinacity  during  the  whole  repast 
This  was  the  old  Mar^chal  de  Bassompi^rre ; 
notwithstanding  his  grey  hair,  he  had  contrived 
still  to  preserve  a  youthful  bearing,  and  his 
noble  and  engaging  manners  had  a  gallantry 
in  them  as  superannuated  as  his  costume; 
be  was  dressed  after  the  manner  of  his  late 
patron  Henri  the  lY.,  and  with  sleeves  slashed 
in  the  fashion  of  that  Beign,  a  most  unpardon- 
ble  custom  in  the  eyes  of  the  present  Court 
beaux.    This  would  hardly  appear  singular  in 
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our  day.  Nevertheless^  how  certain  is  it, 
that  each  century  ridicules  the  dress  of  the 
preceding  one ;  it  is  in  the  east  only  where 
the  inhabitants  are  not  innoculated  with  this 
folly. 

Hardly  had  one  of  the  Italian  gentlemen 
enquired  of  the  Mar&shal,  what  he  thought 
of  the  conduct  of  the  Cardinal  in  his  treatment 
of  the  daughter  of  the  Duke  of  Mantua, 
when  the  old  courtier  broke  out  with — 

**  Do  you  knowi  sir,  to  whom  you  speak  ? 
How  is  it  possible  I  can  pronounce  an  opinion 
on  the  regime  under  which  France  now  suffers  ? 
We,  cid  companions  of  the  late  king,  know 
nothing  of  the  Court  language  of  the  present 
day ;  neither  do  they  comprehend  us  I  in  fact, 
there  is  no  language  spoken,  now-a-days,  in 
this  unhappy  country.  Every  one  keeps 
silence  before  the  haughty  Cardinal;  that 
proud  upstart  looks  at  us,  like  old  family 
portraits,  of  whom,  indeed,  he  now  and  then 
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takes  off  a  head;  but  hapilj  the  body  still 
remains.  What  say  you  to  this,  my  dear  Puy- 
Laurens  ?" 

This  last  named  guest  was  about  the  same 
age  as  the  Mar^chal,  but  he  was  much  more 
serious  and  circumspect;  he  merely  made  a 
sign  to  his  friend,  to  indicate  the  disagreeable 
feeling  his  remarks  had  given  rise  to  in  the 
bosom  of  the  mistress  of  the  mansion,  by  re- 
calling to  her  memory  the  recent  death  of  her 
husband,  and  speaking  so  cavalierly  of  his 
great  friend,  the  minister — but  it  was  in  vain, 
for  Bassompidrre,  satisfied  with  the  half  ap- 
probative  sign,  emptied,  at  a  draught,  a  large 
glass  of  wine,  (a  remedy  he  always  advocated 
as  certain  against  the  plague  and  low  spirits,) 
and  leaning  back  to  receive  another  from  his 
attendant,  established  himself  more  firmly  in 
his  seat,  and  with  a  look  of  the  utmost  satis- 
faction, continued, 

**  Ah\  we  are  all  *  de  trap '  here,  as  I  said 
the  other  day  to  the  Due  de  Chiise,  they  count 
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OUT  few  Tenudniiig  minutes  of  existence  with 
anxiety,  and  shake  the  sand  to  hasten  our  de- 
parture. When  the  Cardinal  Due  sees  three 
or  four  of  us,  old  ones,  who  never  quitted  the 
nde  of  our  late  beloved  King,  he  feels  that 
he  alone  cannot  move  such  iron  statues,  and 
passes  on,  not  daring  to  interfere ;  it  requites 
a  greater  man  than  him  to  do  so !  We  fear  him 
not,  poor  man.  He  thinks  we  are  always  con* 
spiring  against  him ;  and,  I  tell  you,  that  even 
now,  it  is  under  consideration  to  transfer  me 
to  the  Bastile." 

'*  Well  then,  Mar^chal,  why  do  you  not 
escape,"  said  the  Italian.  "  Flanders  is  the 
country  to  retire  ta** 

**  Ah !  sir,  you  little  know  me.  When  I 
first  heard  the  report,  instead  of  flying,  I  went 
straight  to  the  Eang,  and  told  him  where  I 
was  rending,  that  they  might  have  no  trouble 
in  seeking  for  me.  I  added,  that  if  I  knew 
where  they  intended  to  send  me,  I  would  go 
without  solicitation.     His  Majesty  was  cer« 
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tainly  more  kind  than  I  expected^  and  re- 
plied, '  What,  old  friend,  art  thou  possessed 
that  I  could  act  thus  towards  thee?  Ah  I 
thou  knowest  better,  and  that  I  love  thee.' " 

"  Thanks,  my  dear  Mar^chal,  for  that  anec- 
dote, at  least,'^  said  Madame  d'Effiat  in  a  sweet 
tone.  ''  I  recognize  the  King  himself  in  those 
words;  he  knew  the  affection  Henri  Quatre 
had  for  you,  and  he  has  gratified  you  in  all 
your  desires,  for  the  advancement  of  your 
family,**  this  she  added  with  the  intention  of 
inducing  him  to  continue  the  conversation  in 
laudatory  tones  rather  than  in  those  of  depre- 
cation he  had  indulged  in. 

'^  Truly,  Madame,  no  one  shall  more  readily 
acknowledge  his  goodness  than  Franfois  de 
Bassompidrre.  I  shall  be  ever  faithful  to  him. 
I  devoted  myself  to  his  father,  body  and  soul, 
many  years  ago,  and  I  am  even  now  ready  to 
swear  that  no  member  of  my  family  shall, 
with  my  consent,  at  least,  ever  fail  in  his 
duty  towards   the  King  of  France.    What, 
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though  the  *  Bestein  *  were  a  stranger  to  him, 
and  came  from  Lorraine  too,  S'death !  a  gnwp 
of  the  hand  of  our  good  old  King  Henri  sof- 
tened all  our  prejudices,  and  bound  us  to  him 
for  ever.  I  deem  my  greatest  misfortune  to 
have  been  that  my  brother  died  in  the  service 
of  Spain,  and  I  have  but  now  written  to  my 
nephew,  that  I  will  disinherit  him,  should  he 
take  up  arms  for  the  Emperor,  as  I  hear  he 
means  to  do.** 

Another  of  the  gentlemen,  who  had  hitherto 
said  nothing,  and  who  was  remarkable  only 
for  the  provision  of  love-knots,  ribbons,  and 
points  about  his  dress,  and  by  the  order  of 
Saint  Michael  hanging  at  his  breast,  bowed 
saying  it  was  thus  all  faithful  subjects  should 
express  themselves. 

'*  Subjects,"  repeated  the  Mar^chal, 
at  once  recollecting  his  high  birth  and  an* 
cestry.  ^*  Monsieur  de  Launay,  you  are  much 
deceived  in  us.    Men  of  our  standing  are 
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subjects  indeed  I  but  subjects  only  from  the 
heart,  for  God  caused  us  to  be  bom  Lords  of 
our  domains^  as  the  King  is  Lord  of  his. 
When  I  first  came  to  France,  accompanied  by 
my  gentlemen  and  pages,  'twas  merely  for  my 
amusement.  I  soon  perceived,  however,  that 
the  farther  we  went,  the  less  pleasure  we 
found ;  above  all,  at  Court ; — but  here  comes 
a  young  Cavalier,  in  good  time  to  hear  what  I 
shall  say.'* 

The  door  opened,  and  a  young  man  of  an  ex- 
ceedingly good  figure  entered:  he  was  pale — 
his  hair  was  brown — ^his  eyes  black — and  his 
whole  appearance  careless  and  melancholy. 
This  was  Henri  d'Effiat,  Marquis  de  Cinq 
Mars,  (a  name  derived  from  one  of  his  domains,) 
his  dress  and  short  mantle  were  black,  a  lace 
collar  was  round  his  neck,  reaching  to  his 
chest — his  boots  were*  heavy  and  very  wide  at 
the  toes—and  his  spurs  resounded  from  the 
oaken  floor,  as  he  stepped  forward.    He  ap- 
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pToached  his  mother^  the  Mar^chale  d'Effiat, 
with  great  respect,  and  bending  low,  kissed 
her  hand. 

**  Well,  Henri  ?"  said  she,  "  are  your  horses 
ready  ?    When  do  yon  depart  ?** 

*'  Immediately  after  dinner,  Madame,  if  you 
will  allow  me,'*  said  he,  with  the  ceremonious 
respect  of  the  times :  and  passing  behind  her 
chair,  he  saluted  Monsieur  de  Bassompidrre, 
before  seating  himself  on  the  left  of  his  eider 
lm>ther. 

^'So  then,"  said  the  Mar^chal,  as  he  con- 
tinued his  dinner,  with  every  appearance  of 
undiminished  appetite  ;  "  you  are  about  to 
leave  us,  and  you  are  going  to  Court ;  'tis  a 
slippery  path  just  now  I  I  much  regret,  for 
your  sake,  it  is  not  what  it  used  to  be  in 
other  days  I  Aye  1  then  the  Court  was  merely 
the  king's  drawing-room,  where  he  received 
his  intimate  friends — the  heads  of  great  houses 
and  his  peers,  who  all  used  to  visit  hun,  to 
show    their    devotion    and    friendship;    who 
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gamed  with  him,  and  accompanied  him  in  all 
bis  parties  of  pleasure  !  but,  who  alas!  rec- 
ceived  no  other  benefit,  than  the  dubious  one 
of  permission  to  lead  their  vassals  where  they 
might  get  their  heads  broken  in  his  service; 
the  honors  a  man  of  quality  received  in  my 
time,  rarely  enriched  him.  Indeed,  he  paid 
for  them  out  of  his  own  fortune  I  Each  step 
I  gained,  I  was  obliged  to  sell  an  estate  ; 
the  title  of  Colonel-general  of  the  Swiss, 
cost  me  four  hundred  thousand  crowns— and 
I  expended  in  a  coat,  to  honor  the  baptism  of 
the  present  king,  a  hundred  thousand  livres  I" 

"  You  were  not  forced  to  do  that,*' 
said  the  lady  of  the  house,  smiling :  "  we 
have  often  heard  of  the  magnificence  of 
your  coat  of  pearls.  But  I  should,  indeed, 
be  sorry  if  that  were  the  fashion  of  the  present 
dayr 

"  Be  not  afraid,  Madame  la  Mar^chale,  those 
glorious  times  are  for  ever  past!  We  were  foolish, 
no  doubt,  but  it   showed  our  independence. 
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nevertheless  I    At  that  period,  no  one  would 
haye  dared  an  attempt  to  disengage  from  the 
king,    any  followers  attached  to  him<— those, 
whose  ducal  crowns  shone  with  as  many  bright 
jewels  as  his  own!      The   expenses  requisite 
to  keep    up    such    state,  could  only  be  sup- 
ported  by  a  rich  family;    gold  only  comes 
from  mines,  you  know— and  yet  it  was  not 
ambition    in    these  great    families,  for  they 
refused    lucrative    appointments    under    the 
government — and  upheld  their  position  at  their 
own  cost ;  'twas,  therefore,  only  proper  pride 
and  independence  I  They  lived  entirely  on  their 
own  resources,    and  took  the  lofty  stand  of 
one    whose     motto   was,     *  Prince  ne  daignem 
Rohan  je  mis  P     Thus  it  was  with  ail  noble 
families  in  my  day  ;  they  were  satisfied  with 
their  personal  bearing ;  and  the  king  himself 
acknowledged  their  independence  in  writing 
to  one  of  them  in  these  words  :  *  Money  is  not 
a  proper  medium  between  gentlemen  like  you 
and  me !'  ** 
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'^  But,  Monsieur  le  Marshal,"  interrupted 
de  Launay,  coldlj,  but  with  studied  politeness^ 
and  who,  perhaps,  wished  to  irritate  him ;  ''this 
very  independence  produced,  if  I  mistake  not, 
many  revolts  and  civil  wars — witness  those  of 
M»  de  Montmorency.*' 

"  S'deathy  sir  I    I  will  not  sit  here  to  listen 
to  such  observations,"  answered  the  fiery  Ma- 
r^chal,  rising  suddenly  from  his  chair ;  *'  those 
revolts  and  wars,  sir,  were  as  nothing  to  the 
fundamental  laws  of  the  state ;  and  could  no 
more  affect  the  well-being  of  the  throne,  than 
a  duel  could  have  done.     There  was  not  one  of 
us,  but  who  would  have  laid  his  victory  at  the 
king's  feet,  knowing  full  well,  that  he  would 
have  been  abandoned  by  the  rest,  had  he  proved 
an  enemy  to  his  legitimate  sovereign — none 
armed  against  the  king's  authority,  but  merely 
against  a  faction ;  and  that  being  subdued,  aU 
was  restored  to  order.    But,"  added  he,  raising 
his  voice ;  *'  what  benefit  has  accrued  to  you 
and  your  party  in  destroying  us  ?     You  have 
lopped  off  the  arms  of  the  throne,and  have  brought 
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forward  no  prop  in  their  stead.     I  have  no 
doubt,  however^  that  your  Cardinal  Duc^  will 
end  by  accomplishing  all  his  views.     The  an- 
cient nobility  will  first  quit,  then  lose  their 
domains ;  and  ceasing  to  be  the  representatiyes 
of  property^  will  cease  to  be  a  power.     The 
Court,  is  now  but  .a   palace    where    every 
one  begs  something;  it  wiQ  soon  be  but  an 
ante-chamber   composed  of  the  king's  suite 
alone.     The  nobility  will  accept  subordinate 
offices  ;    and,    by  a    fearful  re-action,  these 
changes  will  decimate   them — ^mark  me,  sir! 
Strangers  to  their  hearths  ;  they  will,  hence- 
forward, be  nothing  but  by  their  offices ;  and 
if  the  people,  who  will  be  no  longer  kept  in 
subjection  by  their  presence,  should  revolt — *' 
"  How  perverse  you  are,  to  day,**  interrupted 
the  Mar6chale,  '^  I  hope  neither  I  nor  my  chil- 
dren, shall  ever  live  to  see  those  times.    You 
have  lost  your  usual  polite,  and  agreeable  man- 
ners, in  this  war  of  words,  my  dear  Mar6chal ; 
I  scarcely  expected  to  see  you  so  warm  I    I 
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thought,  indeed,  to  have  heard  a  parting  word 
of  advice  to  my  dear  Bon.  Well,  Henri,  what 
ails  you  ?    You  seem  disturbed?** 

Cinq  Mars,  his  eyes  fixed  on  the  large  win- 
dow of  the  dining-room,  looked  with  a  melan- 
choly expression,  on  the  magnificent  view  be- 
fore him.  The  sun  was  in  all  its  splendour,  illumi- 
nating the  sands  of  the  Loire,  and  the  surrounding 
trees  and  grass-plots,  with  a  golden  hue — the 
sky  was  of  azure,  the  winding  stream  of  a  trans- 
parent yellow  ;  the  small  isles  of  a  lovely  green 
— behind  their  rounded,  leafy  summits,  were 
seen  the  large  latine  sails  of  the  merchant  ves- 
sels, like  a  fleet  in  ambuscade. 

*'  Oh,  nature,  nature  P  murmured  he,  *'  lovely 
nature,  adieu  I  .My  heart  will  soon  be  too  im- 
pure, fully  to  enjoy  thee ;  and  thou  wilt  then, 
no  longer  please  my  sight ;  already  do  I  feel  it 
seared  by  a  new  passion ;  and  the  recital  of  the 
petty  feelings  of  men,  throws  it  into  new  trou- 
bles !  And  must  I  quit  thee  to  enter  this  laby- 
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Tinth?     I  shall  perhaps,  be  lost,  but  for  dear 
Marie^s  sake/ 

His  mother^s  question  startled  him  in  the 
midst  of  this  reverie,  and  fearing  to 
show  a  childish  regret  at  leaving  his  family 
and  beautiful  country,  he  carelessly  an- 
swered— 

*'  I  was  thinking,  dear  Madame,  of  the  road 
1  should  take  to  Ferpignan,  and  of  my  return  to 
you. 

''  Do  not  fsdl  to  take  that  of  Poitiers,"  re- 
plied  she,  ''  and  Remember  to  go  to  Loudun,  to 
visit  your  old  tutor,  the  Abb6  Quillet ;  he  will 
give  you  sound  advice,  for  your  conduct  at 
Court — he  is  a  great  friend  of  the  Due  de 
Bouillon." 

^^Ahl  hal  are  you  going  to  the  siege  of 
Perpignan,  my  young  friend  T  chimed 
in  the  old  Mar^chal,  who  began  to  think  the 
conversation  had  gone  on  long  enough  without 

vol*  I  c 
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him.     "  What  a  fortunate  cavalier  are  you.     A 
siege  I    what     a     hrilUant     commencement. 
What    would     I    not     have  given  thus    to 
have  begun  my  career.     I    had  have  rather 
been    wounded     there,     than    as      I    was, 
at    a    tournament  ;    but    the     country    was 
at    peace    then,  and  I  was    obliged  to  pass 
my    first    campaign    with    the  Rosworm    of 
Hungary    against    the      Turks,     to    satisfy 
the  expectations  of   my  family.     I  trust  his 
majesty  will  receive  you  as  well  as  his  father 
received  me.     The  king  is  kind  and  good ;  but 
alas!   the  Court  has  accustomed  him  to  that 
cold  Spanish  etiquette,  which  paralyzes  every 
movement  of  the  heart— it  arrests  every  one  as 
if  frozen.     I  candidly  confess,  I  await  a  thaw, 
but  I  fear  me  in  vain.    How  different  was  it 
in  the  witty,  and   gallant  Henry's  time  I     We 
were  allowed  the  liberty  of  telling  him  how 
much  we  loved  him." 

Cinq  ^*ars  fixed  his  eyes  on  Bassompi^nre,  as 
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if  to  constrain  himself  to  pay  attention  to  what 
he  said,  and  asked  him  what  was  the  etiquette 
addressing  tbe  late  king. 

"  Etiquette !      We    knew    it    not  1     We 
addressed  him   with  frankness  and  honesty,** 
I  replied  he.  **  Soon  after  my  arrival  in  France, 
Iras  throwing  the  dice  and  playing  with  him  and 
the  Duchess  of  Beaufort,  at  Fontainbleau  ;  and 
be  asked  me  why  I  had  come  to  hb  country  ? 
*  In  good  faith,  your  Majesty,'   answered  I. 
'  I    did  not  come  to  seek  service  from  you, 
but  merely  to  pass  some  time  at  your  Court, 
and  then  proceed  to  Spain ;  but  you  have  so 
delighted  me  with  your  manners,  that  without 
pursuing  my  journey — if  you  will  accept  my 
service,   I  will    devote    myself   to    you    till 
death.*       He  embraced  me,  swearing  that  I 
could  not  find  a  better  master  than  him,  nor  one 
who  loved  me  more.     Alas !  how  dearly  have  I 
experienced  that  I  how  truly  have  I  sacrificed  all 
for  him  -  -even  my  affections  I  what  more  could  I  do 
c  3 
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than  renounce  the  charming  Mademoiselle  de 
Montmorency  in  his  favour — ^ah — " 

The  good  old  Mar6chal  sighed  deeply,  and 
his  voice  trembled  as  he  spoke ;  the  young 
Marquis  d'Effiat  and  tlie  Italians  ex- 
changed glances  and  could  not  help  smiling 
as  they  recollected  that  the  Princess  de 
Cond6  was  even  then  no  less  young  than 
beautiful.  Cinq  Mars  smiled  also,  but  with 
bitterness. 

**  Is  it  true  then,"  swd  he  to  himself,  "  that 
our  better  feelings  follow  in  the  rank  of  fashion 
and  that  in  a  few  years  I  shall  think  as  lightly 
of  them  as  I  do  of  dress.  Happy  the  man 
who  does  not  survive  his  youthful  feelings-— 
who  carries  with  him  to  the  grave,  all  his  early 
illusions ;" — but  breaking  this  thread  of  melan- 
choly he  replied,  "  you  used  much  liberty  of 
speech  to  King  Henry,  Monsieur  de  Bassom- 
pierre  perhaps  he  encouraged  it  at  the  com- 
mencement of  his  reign,  but  did  he  continue  to 
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like  it,  when  he  found  himfielf  firmlj  seated 
on  the  t&rone  ?** 

"  He  never  altered  ;  he  never  blushed  to  be 
thought  aman,  and  spoke  with  men  as  with  fellow- 
beings.  Ah !  1  think  I  see  him  now,  as  he  em- 
braced the  Due  deGhiise  in  his  carriage,  the  very 
day  he  died;  when  the  Due  addressing  him,  said 
— "  *  You  are,  to  my  mind,  your  Majesty, 
one  of  the  most  agreeable  men  in  the  world. 
Destiny  has  decreed  that  we  should  be 
friends ;  if  you  had  been  but  an  ordinary 
man,  I  should  have  taken  you  into  my 
service  at  whatever  cost,  but  since  God  has 
caused  jou  to  be  born  a  great  King—why  it 
follows  that  I  belong  to  you/  Ah!  noble 
Henri — gallant  Henri !  he  was  a  great  man 
indeed,**  continued  Bassompidrre  with  tears  in 
his  eyes,  and  perhaps  a  little  influenced  by  hi» 
libations. 

While  these  observations  were  being 
made,  the  guests  took  different  positions 
according    to    the     game     each    played    in 
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public  affairs;  one  chatted  with  the  youngest 
daughter  of  the  Mar^chale ;  another  paid  ci- 
vilities to  the  deaf  old  abb£,  who»  with  his 
hand  behind  his  ear,  was  the  only  person  who 
appeared  to  pay  attention  to  what  was  go- 
ing on. 

Cinq  Mars,  after  having  cast  a  hasty  glance  at 
the  old  Mar^chal,  retreated  within  himself— -his 
elder  brother  continued  to  do  the  honors  of  the 
table,  with  his  usual  urbanity.  Puy  Laurens 
looked  enquiringly  at  the  mistress  of  the  Man- 
sion, who  appeared  uneasy — a  few  unguarded 
expressions  of  Bassompierre,  had  reminded  her 
of  the  death  of  her  husband  ;  she  feared  that 
the  old  gentleman  had  in  some  measure 
compromised  himself  by  his  unceremonious 
garrulity,  and  hinted  as  much  to  him, 
in  reference  to  Monsieur  de  Launay, 
whom  she  had  reason  to  think  was  in  thfe 
interests  of  the  prime  minister ;  but  to  a  man 
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like  Bassompi^rre  a  hint  was  thrown  away — ^he 
never  paid  the  least  attention  to  inuendos — on 
the  contrary,  he  addressed  his  whole  conversa- 
tion to  de  Lannaj  who  listened  but  with  cold  at- 
tention. At  this  moment  the  large  doors  attain 
flew  open,  and  Marie  de  Gonsague  the  Duchess 
of  Mantua  was  announced. 

The  conversation  we  have  been  describing  at 

some  lengthy  occupied,  in  reality,  but  very  little 

time,  and  the  dinner  was  not  more  than  half 

over,  when  the  entrance  of  this  young  princess 

occasioned  every  one  to  rise— she  wbs  petite,  but 

extremely  well  made,  and  although  her  eyes 

and  hair  were   very  dark,    the  freshness    of 

her  complexion  and  beauty  of  her  skin  were 

enchanting— -the  Marechale  rose  with  dignity, 

to  pay  honor  to  her  rank,  and  kissed  her  on 

the  forehead,  in  acknowledgment  of  her  youth 

and  beauty. 

"  We  have  waited  some  time  for  you  to-day, 
dear  Marie,**  said  she,  placing  her  next  herself, 
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'^  but  I  am  happy  in  thinking    that  70U   still 
remain   to  replace    one  of  my  dear  children, 
who  is  about  to  leave  me." 

The  young  Duchess  bowed  low  to  conceal 
her  rising  oolor^  and  answered  timidly : — 

'^  It  is  but  just,  Madame,  since  you  are  so 
kind  as  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  a  mother  towards 
me,"  a  rapid  glance  towards  Cinq  Mars  caused 
him  to  blush  deeply. 

A  turn  in  the  conversation  now  took  place^ 
it  was  no  longer  general—each  spoke  in  a  low 
tone  to  his  neighbour.  The  Marshal  de 
Bassompierre  still  harped  on  the  old  theme  of 
the  magnificence  of  the  Court  of  Henri  Qua- 
tre— -of  his  wars  in  Turkey,  of  tournaments, 
and  of  the  avarice  of  the  present  day ;  but 
found,  to  his  surprise,  that  no  one  listened 
to  him,  and  all  rose  from  table  when,  the 
clock  having  chimed  two,  five  horses  struck 
Into  the  court-yard  below,at  a  brisk  trot ; 
servants     enveloped  in     large     cloaks,     and 
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well  armedj  were  already  moanted  on  four 
of  them ;  the  Jifih  was  a  high-mettled  black 
charger,  and  was  held  by  Grandchamp,  it  be- 
longed to  his  yoang  Master  HenrL 

"So,  80  r  cried  outBassompi^rre,  gaily  "this 
then  is  your  war  horse  ?  what  a  beauty  he  is ! 
how  nobly  camparisoned  I  In  faith,  young  man, 
you  should  break  forth  in  song,  as  old  Marot 
did,"  and  the  lighted  hearted  old  Marechal 
began  with  vivacity  :-^ 

Adieu  la  Gour  ! — adieu  lea  dames  ! 
Adieu  les  filloo    ot  les  femmes  1 
Adieu  Yous  d^  pour  quelque  temps : 
Adieu  Yos  plaisants  passe-temps — 
Adieu  le  bal — adieu  la  dance  ! 
Adieu  mesure — adieu  cadence  1 
Tabourins — Hautbois — Yiolona — 
Puisqti  k  la  guerre,  nous  aliens  ? — 

and  dancing,  skipping  about,  and  snapping  his 
fingers,  he  caused  every  one  to  smile  at  his  liveli- 
ness. "  Egad,I  almost  think  I  am  but  seven- 
teen I   he  will  return,  madame,  he  will  return 

c  6 
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covered  with  decorations  to  do  you  honor; 
we  must  leave  his  chair  vacant  for  that  proud 
event." 

Suddenly  the  Mar^chale  turned  pale,  her 
eyes  filling  with  tears,  she  advanced  two 
steps,  and  sank  motionless  on  a  chair 
near  her;  her  sons  and  daughter,  and  the 
young  Duchess  flew  to  her  assbtance ;  in  a 
short  time  she  recovered  sufficientiy  to  sob 
out,  amid  tears  and  sighs  she  in  vain  endea- 
voured to  suppress,  * 

"  Pardon,  friends — 'tis  a  weakness ;  but  I 
am  so  unwell  at  present,  I  am  not  mistress 
of  myself.  Alas  I  I  have  just  discovered  we 
were  thirteen  at  table,  and  you,  my  dear 
Marie,  were  the  cause  of  that  unfortu- 
nate number ;  but  how  weak  I  am  to  notice 
such  a  circumstance,  and  before  him  tooT 
then  suppressing  her  emotions,  she  turned 
to  her  son.  "  My  dear  Henri,  my  be- 
loved child-— come  hither  that  I  may  bless 
you — God  protect   you -be    worthy  of  your 
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father's  name^  remember  his  honor  is  in 
your  keeping — adieu,**  then  smiling  sadly 
through  her  tears  she  rose,  and  gently  push- 
ing him  from  her  added — **  Now  let  me  see 
you  on  horseback/' 

The  young  traveller  kissed  his  mother's 
hand  with  reverence,  and  bowed  low ;  he 
bent  more  lowly  still  as  he  passed  the  Duchess, 
but  without  raising  his  eyes,  then  embracing 
his  eldest  brother,  he  shook  the  hand  of  the 
old  Mar^chal,  and  kissed  the  forehead  of  his 
young  sister  at  the  same  time,  he  disappeared 
and  was  in  the  saddle  instantaneously.  All 
approached  the  window  to  see  him  depart, 
except  Madame  d'EfEat,  who  sunk  down  again 
in  her  chair,  in  apparent  suffering. 

"  He  goes  off  in  good  style,"  said  the  Mar6- 
chal  smiling. 

"  Oh  Heavens!'*  cried  the  young  princess 
starting  back. 

***Ti8  nothing,  nothing,"  observed  Monsieur 


/ 


36  COURT    1NTBIGUE8. 

de  Launaj,  **  his  horse  slipped  under  the 
gateway;  now  then,  be  is  really  off." 

<'  Another  bad  omen/'  murmured  the  Mar6- 
cbale^  as  she  slowly  rose  and  quitted  the 
room. 

All  now  separated. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  melancholy 
enough^  and  the  evening  meal  at  the  Ch&teau 
passed  listlessly  and  in  silence.  When  the 
clock  struck  ten,  the  old  Mar^chal,  con- 
ducted by  his  vakt  de  chambrey  retired  to  his 
apartment  in  the  Northern  tower,  which  was 
near  the  gateway,  and  opposite  to  the  river. 
The  heat  was  extreme  i  throwing  a  silk 
dressing  robe  around  him,  he  evened  the 
casement,  and  placing  a  light  on  the  table, 
desired  to  be  left  alone.  The  moon,  in 
her  first  quarter,  threw  but  a  feeble  light 
across  the  plain,  on  which  his  window  looked. 
Thick  clouds  capped  the  heavens,  and  all  was 
blank   and  melancholy.     Although  Bassom* 
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pierre  had  not  aa  atom  of   romance  in  his 
character,  the   turn    of   the  conyersation  at 
dinner   recurred  to   his    mind.      He   began 
to  think  over    the  nnfavorable    changes    the 
new  reign  had  eansed,  a  reign  which  appeared 
only    to    have     brought     him     misfortune ; 
the  death  of  a  beloved  sister ;  the  dissipations 
of  his  heir ;  the  loss  of  his  estates ;  his  own 
unpopularity  at  Court,  and  the  recent  decease 
of  his  old  friend,  the  Mardchal  d'Effiat,  whose 
^artment    he    then    occupied —  All     these 
thoughts  drew  from  him  an  involuntary  sigh ; 
he  stood  at  the  window  to  breathe  more  freely. 
At  this  moment  he  thought  he  heard,  from  the 
side  of  the  wood,*  the  tramp  of  horses ;    but 
the  wind  howling,  caused  him  to  doubt.     He 
watched  the  fires  in  the  different  chambers  of 
the    Castle  gradually   become    extinguished, 
and  sinking  in  his  arm-chair,  with  his  elbow 
on  the  table,  he  gave  himself  up  to  deep  re- 
flection.   After  a    time,    drawing    from    his 
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breast  a  small  miniature,  suspended  by  a  black 
ribbon  round  his  neck.       • 

"  Ck)me,  good  friend  and  excellent  master," 
said  he,  *^  let  us  hold  converse  together  as  we 
had  used  to  do  of  old.  Come,  thou  magnani* 
mous  King;  forget  thy  state  for  the  smile  of  a 
true  friend.  Come,  thou  great  man  I  consult 
again  with  me  on  the  ambitious  designs  of 
Austria.  Come,  thou  inconstant  lover,  speak 
to  me  of  thy  gallantries,  and,  with  thy  usual 
frankness,  confess  thy  infidelities.  Come 
thou  heroic  soldier,  cry  out  again  that  I  eclipse 
thee  in  the  battle  field.  Ah  I  why  did  I  not 
do  so  to  shield  thee  from  the  assassin's  blow  — 
why  did  I  not  receive  thy  death  wound.  The 
world  hath  lost,  with  thy  blood,  the  blessings 
of  a  reign,  alas  I  too  soon  interrupted." 

The  tears  of  the  old  Mar^chal  fell  fast. 
He  slowly  kissed  them  away  firom  the  minia- 
ture on  which  they  fell;  while  he  indulged 
in  this  reverie,  his  door  was  suddenly  opened ; 
he  seized  his  sword. 
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Who  goes  there?**  cried  he  in  surprise^ 
he  beheld  Monaieiir  de  Launay,  advandng, 
who^  with  a  low  obeisance,  said,  with  much 
embarrassment, 

*^  Monsieur  le  Mar6chal,  I  am  bound  to 
inform  you  that  His  Majesty  the  Eong  has 
commanded  your  immediate  arrest.  I  am 
{ipieved  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  giving 
you  this  information.  A  carriage  awaits  you 
below,  with  thirty  of  the  guard  of  Monsieur 
le  Cardinal  Due" 

Bassompierre  was  still  seated ;  he  held  the 
miniature  of  the  late  King  in  his  left  hand, 
and  his  sword  was  in  the  other.  He  rose  with 
much  dignity,  and  holding  forth  the  weapon, 
said  with  calmness, 

"  Sir,  I  am  aware  I  have  already  lived  too 
long.  For  this  I  am  prepared!  and  in  the 
name  of  the  great  Henri  Quatre,  I  will  now 
restore  this  sword  unto  his  son.  Monsieur 
de  Launay — foUow  me." 

These  words  were  accompanied  by  so  com- 
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manding  a  look  that  de  Launaj^  astonished^ 
followed  him  submissively,  as   if  he  himself 
had  been  arrested  by  the  old  man,  who,  seizing 
a  flambeau,  proceeded  at  once  to  the  Cour t">yard, 
and  there  commanded  the  strictest  silence.  The 
carriage  was  ready,  and  followed  by  the  guard, 
they  drove  off  immediately.    The  Mar€chal, 
seated  by  the  side  of  Monsieur  de  Launay, 
uttered  not  a  word.     The  carrii^e  had  pro- 
ceeded for  some  time,  and .  he  was  beginning 
to   compose  himself  for  sleep,  when   a  loud 
voice  called,  '*  Stop !  I  command  you  I*'    The 
carriage  still  continuing  its  course;   a  pistol 
shot   was  fired;    the  horses  then  drew  up. 
Bassompi^e  hastened  to  observe  to  his  com- 
panion. 

"  Believe  me,  sir,  this  is  without  my  cog- 
nizance T  looking  out,  he  perceived  they 
were  in  a  wood,  and  on  a  path  too  narrow  for 
the  guard  to  pass  on  either  side  of  the  carri- 
age. A  cavalier,  armed  with  a  sword, 
with  which  he  parried  the  thrusts  of  such  of 
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them  as  were  near  him,  approached  the  car- 
riage door,  and  called  out, 

"  This  way — ^this  way.  Monsieur  le  Mar£- 
chaL'' 

"What!  Henri!  you?  Ah!  thoughtless 
boy.  What  means  this  nonsense?  Gentlemen, 
strike  him  not ;  he  is  a  child." 

De  Lannay  gave  orders  to  the  guard  to 
desist. 

"  What  in  Heaven's  name  brings  you  here  ?*' 
continued  Bassompidrre.  *^  I  thought  you  by 
tUs  time  at  Tours — or  even  farther  on  your 
journey.  How  is  it  I  find  you  here,  commit- 
ting this  act  of  egregious  folly  ?     Speak.*' 

"  I  did  not  return  for  your  sake  alone,"  said 
Cinq  Mars,  in  a  low  tone  of  voice,  ''  but  a 
peasant  informed  me  of  the  insult  offered  to 
our  house,  by  your  arrest  under  my  father's 
roof,  and  I  am  here  to  give  you  liberty.  You 
are  being  led  to  that  true  temple  of  silence— 
the  Bastile." 
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**  'Tie  hj  the  King's  command^  Henri ;  and 
70U  ought  to  respect  his  slightest  wish.  Re- 
serve this  ardor  for  his  service.  Nevertheless, 
I  thank  you  for  your  good  intentions.  Now 
then^  let  us  continue  our  journey." 

De  Launay  observed, 

'^  I  am  permitted  to  inform  you  Monsieur 
de  Cinq  Mars,  that  I  am  commanded  by  the 
ISing  himself  to  say  he  is  much  afflicted  at 
the  step  he  is  obliged  to  take,  and  to  assure 
Monsieur  de  Bassompidrre  it  is  a  measure  of 
precaution,  not  one  of  aggression,  and  he  has 
judged  it  best  to  desire  his  residence  in  the 
Baatile  for  a  few  days,  merely  that  he  may  not 
be  led  away  by  others  for  evil !" 

Bassompidrre  rejoined  in  a  cheerful  tone, 

"  You  see,  my  dear  Henri,  the  way  us 
youth  are  treated." 

'*  Go  then,"  replied  he,  **  assist  no  one  against 

his  own  judgment.   Adieu !"  uid  as  the  carriage 

« 

again  moved,  he  rushed  into  the  wood,  and 
took  a  bye  path  leading  to  the  Ch&teau. 
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At  the  foot  of  the  Western  tower,  Henri 

stopped ;  he  was  now  some  distance  in  advance 

of  Grandchamp  and  his  escort,  and  still   on 

horseback,  he  approached  closely  to  the.  wall 

so  as  to  fix  his  foot   against  it,  and  gently 

raised   the    outer  blind  of  a  window  in  the 

form  of  a  portcullis,  such  as  may  be  seen  in 

many  old  castles  of  that  day.    It   was  past 

midnight,  and  the  moon  was  entirely  concealed 

by  heavy  clouds.     It  was  so  dark  that  none 

but    an   inhabitant    of  the    Ch&teau   could 

have  found  his  way  without    a   guide;    the 

projecting  towers  and  roofs  appeared  as  one 

black    mass,    hardly  distinguishable  from  the 

dark   clouds  above.     With    a  huge    Spanish 

cloak     across     his    shoulders.     Cinq     Mars 

awaited     in    great     anxiety.        What    did 

he      expect  ?      Who     had     he      come     to 

see? 

A  gentle  voice  at  the  window  solved  the 
mystery. 
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"  Is  that  you,  Monsieur  do  Cinq  Mars?" 

"  Alas  I  who  else  should  it  be  ?  Who  else 
would  return  to  wander,  like  a  thief 
around  the  paternal  mansion,  not  daring 
to  enter,  to  bid  adieu  even  to  a  mother^  Who 
else  would  return  to  complain  of  the  present, 
without  possessing  a  hope  for  the  future  ?" 

The  gentle  voice  of  Marie  de  Gonsague 
trembled,  and  it  was  easy  to  distinguish  tears 
amid  the  following  reply, 

**  Alas  I  Henri,  of  what  do  you  complain  ? 
Have  I  not  ceded  more — much  more,  than  I 
ought  to  have  done  ?  Is  it  my  fault  if  a  crown 
bedecks  the  head  of  my  father?  Can  I  chose 
my  birth?  You  know  the  wretched  posi- 
tion of  a  princess !  her  hand  is  promised  from 
her  very  childhood.  The  whole  world  is  made 
acquainted  with  her  age ;  a  treaty  is  concluded 
for  her,  and  she  dares  not  offer  a  word  in 
complaint.  Since  I  have  known  you,  what 
have  I  not  done  to  make  you  happy,  and  to 


COUBT    INTBIOUES.  45 

avoid  the  throne  ?    For  two  years  have  I  not 
struggled    m  vain     against    mj  ill-fortune ! 
You     well    know     I     have      desired    they 
should    think   me  dead.    Have  I  not  prayed 
that  a  revolution  might  place  another  on  the 
throne?     I  should   have  blessed    any  event 
which  would  obscure    my  rank — and  I  have 
thanked  the  Almighty  when  my  father  was 
conquered  on  the  battle  field.  But,  oh  I  Henri, 
our  Court  is  watchful  and  jealous.  The  Queen 
demands    my    presence.     Our   dreams,    dear 
Henri,  our  dreams  are  over.     They  have  van- 
ished.    Our  slumber  has  been  too  long.    Let 
us  then  awake  with  energy.  Let  us  no  longer 
think  of  the  stolen  pleasures  of  the  last  two 
years.    Let  us  forget  all,  but  to  further  your 
solemn    resolution  —  henceforward   be    am- 
bitious,   Henri,    ambitious  —  but     for    my 
sake." 

"  And  must  we  forget  all  ?    Oh  I  Marie," 
whispered  Cinq  Mars. 
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She  hesitated. 

"Yes,  all  that  I  would  myself  forget. 
Ay,  our  happy  days  — our  long  evenings 
— our  '  moonlight  walks  ;  but  think  —  oh ! 
think  for  the  future  I  Your  honored  father 
was  Mar6chal — be  you  more — be  constable — 
be  prince  I  Go,  Henri,  you  are  young — noble 
— rich  -  brave — beloved." 

"Beloved I  and  for  ever,  Marie?" 

"  During  life,  and  for  eternity." 

Cinq  Mars  trembled  with  joy — holding  forth 

his  hand,  he  cried, 

■•« 

"  Well  then,  I  swear  by  the  Holy  Virgin, 
whose  name  you  bear,  you  shall  be  mine,  or 
my  life  shall  pay  the  forfeit." 

"  Good  Heavens  I  what  say  you  ?" 
cried  she  in  alarm,  taking  his  hand  within 
her  own.  "  Dearest,  your  efforts  must  not  be 
unlawful  I  you  must  never  forget  that  the 
King  of  France  is  your  liege  lord  I 
Love  him,  Henri— love  him  above  all — ex- 
cepting her  who  would  sacrifice  all  for  yon; 
and  who  will  await  your  return  in  silent  suf- 
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fering.  Take  this  small  gold,  cross— place  it 
next  your  heart — alas !  it  has  often  been  be- 
dewed with  bitter  tears.  Think  that  if  ever 
you  are  faithless  to  your  King,  I  shall  shed 
many  more  bitter  still.  Give  me,  in  exchange, 
that  ring  from  off  your  finger.  Heavens, 
Henri,  your  hand  is  covered  with  blood.** 

''  Tis  nothing  r 

^  Hark  I  there  is  a  rustling  in  the  trees — 
some    one    spoke    near   us — I    fear    we  are 

m 

watched.** 

^' A  night  bird  on  the  tower.  Becalm,  Marie  1 
— Adieu,  adieu,  celestial  angel,  I  live  alone 
for  thee  I  thy  matchless  love  has  caused  am- 
bition to  take  deep  root  in  my  heart,  and  like  a 
subtle  poison,  I  feel  it  burning  at  its  core.  Ah  1  * 
Marie,  dearest  Marie,  now  I  feel  that  ambition 
may  be  ennobled  by  its  aim — adieu,  I  go  to 
accomplish  my  destiny." 

The  last  adieu  now  trembled  from  the 
cherished  voice  of  Marie,  and  the  window 
was  gently  let  down  on  the  two  hands  still 
clasped  within  each  other. 
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At  this  moment  the  horse  became  impatient 
and  Henri,  throwing  his  mantle  hastily  around 
him,  started  off  at  a  quick  pace,  the  clocks 
of  Saint  Gratien  soon  told  of  the  near  vicinity 
of  the  city  of  Tours.  Old  Grandcbamp  had 
awaited  his  master  with  great  impatience, 
and  now  following,  scolded  him  heartily  for 
not  remaining  in  this  city  for  the  night,  but 
Cinq  Mars  continued  his  journey,  and  five 
days  after  entered  the  ancient  townof  Loudun 
in  Poitou,  without  farther  incident. 
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C  a  AFTER  II 


THB    STREET. 


Thb  reign  of  Louib  the  ISth^  of  which  we  intend 
to  pourtray  a  few  years,  (a  reign  of  weakness, 
and  which  was  like  an  eclipse  of  the  Crown, 
between  the  splendours  of  those  of  Henri  the 
Fourth  and  Louis  the  Great)  afflicts  the 
Dund  of  him  who  contemplates  its  sanguinary 
scenes ;  they  were  not  the  work  of  one  man 
— whole  bodies  participated  in  their  enact- 
ment.    It   is   melancholy  to  observe  that,  in 
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this  disordered  century,  the  Boman  Catholic 
Church  of  France  had,  like  a  nation,  its  popu-* 
lace  and  its  nobiUty,  its  ignorant  and  criminal 
prelates,  as  well  as  its  learned  and  virtuous  ones. 
Since  that  period,  however,  what  remained  of 
barbarism  in  her  has  been  polished  by  the  long 
reign  of  Louis  the  Fourteenth,  and  what  of 
corruption  has  been  washed  away  in  the  blood 
of  its  martyrs  offered  to  the  revolution;  thus,  by 
a  peculiar  destiny,  this  institution  has  been  im- 
proved, both  by  a  monarchy  and  a  revolution — 
softened  by  the  one — chastened  by  the  other,  it 
has  descended  to  our  day —austere  indeed,  but 
wonderfully  purified.  We  have  thought  it  r^ht 
to  devote  a  few  moments  to  this  idea,  before 
entering  on  a  recital  of  some  of  the  facts  offered 
by  the  history  of  these  unhappy  times ;  for 
notwithstanding  these  consoling  observations 
we  have  hesitated  seizing  on  the  more  promi- 
nent traits,  having  quite  sufficient  to  deplore 
and  condemn  in  those  we  find  ourselves  under 
the  necessity  of  bringing  forward ;   thus,  in 
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relating  the  life  of  a  Tirtaous  old  man,  while  we 
look  with  pity  on  the  follies  of  his  early  youth, 
or  recite  the  yicious  inclinations  of  his  matu<^ 
rer  years,  we  dwell  with  pleasure  on  the 
redeeming  points  of  his  hearty  old  age. 

When  Henri  d'Effiat  with  his  attendants  enter- 
ed the  narrow  streets  of  Loudun,  a  strange  noise 
met  his  ear ;  the  bells  of  the  various  churches 
and  convents  were  pealing,  as  if  there  were  a 
conflagration  in  the  town,  an  immense  crowd 
filled  every  space  and  all,  without  paying  the 
slightest  attention  to  our  travellers,  wore 
hurrying  towards  a  large  building,  close  to  the 
parish  church.  Various  and  contradictory  in- 
dications were  observed  amongst  the  people. 
Crowds  formed  themselves  into  groups — at  one 
time  the  hum  of  conversation  was  for  a  mo- 
ment  hushed —a  single  voice  only  would  be 
heard  exhorting  or  chaunting — ^then  fero- 
cious cries,  mixed  with  pious  ejaculations, 
would  rend  the  air;  the  crowd  would  open 
and  a  capuchin  monk  was   seen,  holding  in 

D  3 
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his  hand  a  wooden  crucifix,  and  pointing  it  at 
the  large  building  towards  which  the  crowd 
was  making  its  way. 

•  "  Jesu  Maria  I"  exckimed  an  old  crone, 
''  who  could  haye  thought  that  the  eyil 
spirits  would  choose  our  city  for  their  habita- 
tion I'' 

*' And  that  the  Ursuline  nunnery  should  have 
been  possessed  by  them/'  said  another. 

"  They  say,"  cried  a  third,  "  that  the  horrid 
demon  which  possesses  the  superior,  is  named 
Legion." 

*'  Alas !"  inturrupted  a  nun,  "  there  arc 
seven  in  her  poor  body  I  'tis  a  punishment  no 
doubt,  for  her  being  so  beautiful !  the  prior  of 
the  Carmelites  in  his  exorcism  yesterday  chased 
away  one  demon,  called  Eazas — and  the 
reverend  father  Lactance  called  forth  another 
horrid  wretch,  named  Beherit ;  but  the  remain- 
ing five  would  not  stir,  notwithstanding  all 
they  could  do— and  when  the  holy  exorcisors 
(whom  Heaven  protect)  commanded  them  to 
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come  oat,  they  answered  they  would  not  until 
thej  had  shown  their  power,  which  so  many 
huguenots  and  heretics  in  the  town  doubted  ; 
and    the  demon  Elimi,   whom,  perhaps,  you 
have   heard  is  the  most  wieled  of  all,  scream- 
ed out   that  he   would  raise  up   the  leather 
skull-cap    of     Monsieur    de    Laubardemont 
himself  this  very  day,  and  would  hold  it  sus- 
pended in  the  air  during  a  whole  '  miserere.*  ** 
"  Ah,  Holy  "Virgin  T  answered  the  first,  "  I 
am  already  all  over  of  a  tremble,  and  only 
think,  what  an  escape  I  have  had !  why  I  have 
frequently  been  to  buy  a  mass    from    that 
inretched  sorcerer  Urbain  Grandier  T 

**  And  I,"  said  a  young  girl  crossing  herself, 
**  miserable  wretch  that  I  am,  I  confessed  to 
him  a  year  aga  No  doubt  he  would  have 
practised  on  me,  if  I  had  not  had  the  relic  of 
Saint  Genevieve,  which  fortunately  was  con- 
cealed under  my  dress,  and — " 
'^  Now,  without  addressing  any  reproach  to 
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jOQj  Martine,"  interrupted  a  fat  shopkeeper, 
'*  I  must  eaj  you  remained  with  him  long 
enough  for  anything.'* 

"  Well  then,  if  that  be  so,  yoa  ought  to 
have  been  dispoaeeBsed  at  least  three  months 
ago/'  said  a  young  soldier  who  just  then  joiued 
them,  nnoking  a  pipe. 

The  young  girl  blushed  and  kxiked  foolish, 
and  drew  the  hood  of  her  black  doak  oyer  hef 
head — the  old  woman  glanced  contemptuously 
at  the  soldier,  and,  as  they  were  now  quite 
dose  to  the  gateway  of  the  large  building, 
which  was  still  shut)  they  continued  their  con- 
versation with  more  earnestness  than  ever,  and 
seeing  they  were  sure  to  be  the  first  to  enter, 
they  sat  themselves  down  on  the  steps  in  all 
patience,  and  began  to  antidpate  the  delights 
they  should  experience  when  they  were  admit- 
ted into  the  interior,  for  they  expected  no  less 
than  a  demon,  or  at  least  a  ghost  to  appear. 
<'  And  is  it  really  true.  Aunt,*'  asked  Mar- 


tioe  of  the  old  crone,  "that  real  demona  are 
expected  to  appear?  how  firiightcned  I  shall 
ber 

*'  Aa  true  aa  that  I  now  see  you;  and  it  is 
to  skrei^hen  your  poorj  nuaen»ble  bouI,  that  I 
have  brought  you  here  to-day,  that  you  may 
really  know  the  power  and  malignity  of  an  evil 
apirit." 

*'  What  sort  of  a  voice  haa  it  gotf  oon* 
tinned  the  px\,  delighted  to  have  opened  a  oon- 
TereatiQa  on  auch  a  subject,  with  a  person  of 
inch  experience. 

**  The  voice  is  no  other  than  that  of  the  su- 
perior of  the  convent,  my  child ;  to  whom,  may 
our  lady  accord  her  gracious  graces.  I  heard  the 
poor  lady  yesterday — it  was  a  painful  thing  to 
aee  her  beating  her  breast^  and  turning  her 
feet  and  hands  inside  out,  and  clapping  them 
together  behind  her  back.  When  father 
Laotance  came  forward  and  pronounced  the 
name  of  Urban  Qrandier,  she  began  to  froth 
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at  the  mouthy  and  gabble  Latin,  as  if  she  were 
reading  the  Bible — not  that  I  understood  it — I 
only  caught  the  words^  Urbanus  magicm  rasas 
diaboUca — ^which  I  suppose  was  as  much  as  to 
say,  that  the  magician.  Urban,  had  practised 
upon  her  with  roSes  the  deyil  had  giyen  to 
him ;  and  there  came  out  of  her  ears  and 
nose,  roses  the  color  of  flame,  which  smelt 
so  strong  of  sulphur,  that  the  holy  father 
commanded  every  one  to  dose  their  eyes  and 
mouths,  to  hold  their  noses  and  ears,  and 
stamp  with  their  feet — for  that  the  demons 
were  then  going  to  appetur." 

*^  And  did  they  do  sq  ?  Only  just  think  of 
thatl"  shrieked  out  all  the  women,  turning 
triumphantly  towards  a  group  of  men  dressed 
in  black  —  amongst  whom,  was  the  young 
soldier. 

*'  Listen  to  those  old  fools,"  cried  he,  *^  they 
make  more  noisewiththeir  confounded  screeches, 
than  ten  thousand  crows,  or  a  hundred  witches 
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flying  acro68  broomaticks." 

*^  Young  man— young  man,"  said  one  of  the 
toirnspeopley  with  a  melancholy  shake  of  the 
head;  '^jest  not  in  this  manner;  play  not 
with  edged  tool»— in  the  times  we  live,  the 
very  air  may  turn  to  flame  !^ 

'*  Pooh  I  what  care  I  for  their  fantastic  ex- 
ordams.  My  name  is  Grandferr6 ;  and  there 
are  but  few,  who  have  a  holy  water  sprinkler 
like  ihisr 

And  holding  up  his  sabre,  and  curling  his 
moustache,  he  stared  about  him  with  a  deadly 
frown ;  but  as  he  did  not  find  any  one  so  fierce 
as  himself,  or  on  whom  he  could  fasten  a 
quarrelf  he  strutted  off  and  paraded  the  nar- 
row and  dark  streets,  with  that  feeling  of 
contempt  for  all  persons  who  have  never  worn 
a  uniform,  so  generally  shown  by  all  young 
upstarts  of  this  class. 

Eight  or  ten  of  the  more  considerable  in- 
habitants   of    the    town,    however,    walked 


58  GOUBT    1NTB1QUE8. 

dowly  and  in  eilence  among  the  orawd,  they 
were  astounded  at  this  sudden  excitement^  this 
ominous  silence  disappointed  the  male  por- 
tion of  the  townspeople  and  the  numerous 
peaaante  fiom  the  nuxooiiding  oomitry-for 
they  looked  up  to  them  to  lead  their  opinions, 
—the  people  saw  that  something  grievoas  was 
at  hand ;  but  not  meeting  with  any  explana- 
tion, they  took  refuge  in  the  only  remedies 
ignorance  and  superstition  are  accustomed  to, 
namely—patience  and  resignation. 

But  the  peasant  of  France,  in  general,  pos- 
sesses an  innate  cunning  which  he  is  apt  to 
call  into  play  with  his  equals,  but  always  does 
BO  with  his  superiors  when  he  wishes  to  gain 
an  end.  He  puts  embarrassing  questions,  as 
a  child  might  do  to  mature  age--  he  assumes 
such  ignorance  that  the  person  he  interro- 
gates, is  quite  mystified.  He  becomes  more 
and  more  awkward  in  his  manners  and  ex- 
pressions, the  better  to  conceal  what  is  passing 
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in  his  mind.  But  abould  he  soipeet  that  hia 
plan  is  peroeived^  then  his  qniok  glftnoe^  and 
intelligent  satirical  smile,  prove  clearly  enough, 
that  he  xa  not  the  dalt  he  would  have  you 
take  him  ftnr  ;  and  that  this  downish  bear^ 
ing  is  asiumed  only  for  a  particular  pur- 
pose. 

One  of  the  oldest  of  this  class  of  peasantry 
now  advanced  from  the  crowd,  followed  by 
ten  or  a  dozen  young  men— his  sons  and 
nephews— they  were  all  dressed  alike,  in 
large  slouch  hats  and  with  blue  blouses^that 
dress  of  the  ancient  Gauls,  which  the  people 
of  France  still  wear  over  their  other  clothes, 
and  which  agrees  so  well  with  their  rainy 
climate  and  laborious  employments.  As  the 
party  neared  the  group  of  whom  we  have 
spoken,  the  old  man  took  off  his  hat — all  his 
family  followed  his  example ;  smoothing  down 
their  hair  with  their  hands.  He  was  received 
with  satisfaction,  and  almost  respect,  by  a  very 
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serious-looking  man;  who,  without  touching 
his  hat,  stepped  forward  from  the  group  and 
held  out  his  band. 

*^  Ah !  good  old  Guillaume  Leroux,"  said  he 
'*  how  is  it  you  quit  jour  farm  for  the  town, 
and  this  not  market  day?  I  should  as  soon 
have  thought  you  would  have  abandoned 
your  yoke  of  oxen  to  see  a  hare  started  !** 
.  '^In  truth.  Monsieur  le  Comte  du  Lude," 
replied  the  farmer,  **  the  hare  sometimes  throws 
itself  in  our  way.  It  appears  to  me,  they  are 
making  game  of  us  here,  so  I  am  just  come  to  see 
how  they  no  it " 

*^  We  will  not  discuss  that  subject,"  rejoined 
the  Count/^but  here  is  Monsieur  Foumi^r,  the 
advocate,  he  will  tell  you  the  truth — he  will 
not  deceive  you;  for  'twas  but  yesterday 
he  threw  up  his  appointmeot  of  public  pro- 
secutor, and  henceforward,  his  eloquence  will 
be  composed    of  his  own  noble  thoughts! — 
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you  willy  periiap6»  hear  him  speak  tonlaj — 
but  I  fear  as  much  for  him,  as  I  do  for  the 
party  aocnsed.'* 

**  Fear  not  for  me,  sir;  truth  is  my  theme." 
This    was  uttered   by  a   young  man  of  a 
noble  countenance;  his  brown  hair,  light  blue 
eyes     and    slight  figure,  made    him    appear 
younger  than  he  really  was;    but  his  thought- 
ful   and    impassioned   countenance,    bespoke 
those   great    attainments,   and  that  maturity 
of  judgment,  which  hard  study  and   his  own 
natural    energies,  had    really   given    him — » 
this  was  Foumi^r. 

He  too,  was  dressed  in  black,  and  a  short 
mantle  of  the  same  color,  according  to  the 
iashion  of  that  day,  was  thrown  over  his  shoul- 
ders. Under  his  left  arm,  he  carried  a  roll 
of  paper ;  which,  ever  and  anon,  he  held  for- 
ward and  pressed  convulsively  with  his  right 
hand  while  speaking. 
One   would  have    thought   that,    at   this 
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momezit,  he  was  about  to  hurl  the  thiinder 
of  his  eloquence  at  thoee,  oa  whom  he  fiMd 
his  bright  and  impassioned  eyet-^these  were 
three  Capuohins  and  a  Frandsean  friari  just 
passing  through  the  ctp6wd» 

*'  Well,  £Eff mer  LerouJit''  continued  Monsieur 
du  Lude»  **  why  nxe  you  acoompaoied  by  the 
males  only  of  your  fiunily?  And  why  those 
cudgels  ?    Is  this  prudent  V* 

**  In  the  first  plaoe,  most  worthy  landlord/' 
answered  he,  ^  because  I  dont  choose  my  girls 
to  be  made  to  dance  about  like  those  nuns 
up  there ;  and  secondly,  my  boys  know  how 
to  go  to  work  here  better  than  the  women ; 
and  I  wish  them  to  be  ready  for  any  event" 

**  Do  not  let  us  think  of  *  going  to  work,' 
as  you  call  it,  my  old  friend;  rather  giye 
place  to  the  prooesaon  connng  yonder  ;  and 
remember,  that  you  carry  the  weight  of 
seventy  years  on  your  shoulders  I" 

^  Ha  r   ejaculated  the  dd  man,  arranging 
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hb  fiuDily  like  80  many  Boldien.  **  Look 
you,  my  good  air,  I  have  been  to  the  waze  with 
our  glorioae  old  king,  Henri ;  and  I  know  how 
to  oock  a  pistol,  as  well  aa  any  leagaer  among 
themT 

He  nodded  his  head  very  aignificantly  ;  and 
aat  down  gentiy  on  the  bank  aide,  with  his 
stiek  poised  between  his  legs,  his  two  hands 
oroesed  on  each  other,  and  resting  upon  it, 
and  his  chin,  with  his  white  beard,  posed  on 
all,  he  half-dosed  his  eyes^  and  appeared  to 
give  himself  up  to  the  recollection  of  his 
youthful  exploits. 

A  great  tumult,  inoreased  by  the  tiding 
of  the  church  bells,  now  drew  the  attention 
of  ail  parties  towards  the  end  of  the  princi- 
pal street.  Here  a  long  procession  was  seen 
slowly  advancing  from  some  distance,  and 
banners  and  pikes  were  raised  above  the  heads 
of  the  populace^  who  made  way  on  either 
side  to  witness  this  half  serious  motley  scene. 
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Archers  with  pointed  beards  reaching  to 
their  chests,  and  immense  hats  and  (bathers, 
walked  two  and  two,  bearing  long  halberds; 
haying  ranged  themselves  along  each  side 
of  the  street,  they  made  way  for  a  company  of 
grey  penitents— at  least,  for  men  dressed  in 
the  costume  of  that  class  having  their  heads 
entirely  concealed  by  a  dose  hood,  and  a  mask 
covering  the  face,  which,  terminating  in  a  point 
under  the  chin,  had  three  holes  for  the  eyes 
and  nose.  These  grey  penitents  originally  ap- 
peared in  the  south  of  France,  and  burials 
are  sometimes  followed  by  such  characters 
as  mourners,  even  now,  ih  the  Pyrenees. 

These  Loudun  penitents  bore  enormous  wax 
candles ;  and  their  slow  step  and  flashing  eyes 
from  beneath  their  masks,  gave  them,  to  the  dis* 
ordered  imaginations  of  the  ignorant,  the  appear- 
ance of  phantoms. 

Different  observations  were  now  hazarded 
by  the  people  who  witnessed  this  spectacle. 
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^^  There  are  many  knaves  concealed  under 
those  masks,  III  be  bound,"  said  one. 

*'  And  ugly  enough,  I  dare  say/  added  a 
young  woman. 

"  They  frighten  me  outright,"  whispered  an 
old  dame,  crossing  herself. 

''I  only  fear  for  my  purse,"  called  out  a 
passer-by. 

'*  Ah  I  by  holy  Saint  Denis  I  See,  see  I — 
here  are  the  holy  Brethren  of  Penitence," 
called  out  an  old  woman,  in  much  excite- 
ment, and  pointing  with  her  skiny,  sun-burnt 
hand ;  ''  Observe  their  banner — the  holy  men 
—how  happy  we  ought  to  be,  now  they  are 
come  I  Do  you  see  the  device  ?  '  the 
Devil  burning  in  flames,  and  a  monk  bind- 
ing him  down  with  red  hot  chains  I  Here 
come  the  judges  —  look — ^look  at  their  scar- 
let robes  I  Oh  I  wonderful!  wonderful!  look- 
look!^ 

'*  These    are  the  enemies  of  poor  Urbain 
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Grtiidier,  the  eur^^"  whispered  the  Coant 
du  Lude,  to  the  advocate. 

« Dosi't  you  know  them  P  oontiiiued  the 
female,  pinching  and  pushing  about  her 
neighbours  to  besp&ik  their  attention.  ^*  This 
is  good  Monsieur  Mignon,  whispering  to  the 
oounseller  of  the  Presidency  of  Poitiers.  May 
Heaven  shed  its  blessings  on  his  old  bald  head  1 
Ah!  bless  himr 

**  Here  come  Richard  and  Chevalier  Boa- 
tin,**  continued  the  County  ^'the  men  who 
wished  to  depose  the  cur6  last  year." 

"  Ah  I  look  here*4ook  here  1  Make  way 
for  Monsieur  Banr4  the  cur6  of  Saint  Jaques 
de  Chinon,"  screamed  out  the  old  beldame,  at 
the  top  of  her  voice. 

''  The  holy  saint  V  said  one. 

*^  The  villanoua  hypocrite,'*  murmured 
another. 

**  See  how  fasting  has  reduced  him  I"  said  a 
thiid. 
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Bather,  see  how  ghastly  remorse  has  made 
himr 

**  He  is  the  man  to  exordse  the  malig- 
nant spirits !" 

This  dialogue  was  interrupted  by  one  uni* 
Tersal  shout  of- 

^  See !  see  I     How  beautiful  she  is  T 

The  superior  of  the  Convent  of  the  Ursulines, 
now  advanced,  followed  by  all  her  nuns ; 
her  white  veil  was  raised;  this  profanation 
had  been  decreed,  for  her  to  submit  to  as 
well  as  six  of  the  sisterhood  that  the  popu- 
lace might  observe  the  countenances  of  those 
Slid  to  be  possessed  by  evil  spirits;  her 
ooetome  was  of  die  ordinary  kind,  excepting 
that  she  wore  an  immense  rosary  of  black 
beads  hanging  from  her  neck  to  her  feet— 
at  the  end  of  which,  was  a  cross  of  gold; 
the  extreme  paleness  of  her  face,  set  off  by 
the  dark  brown  colour  of  her  dress,  caused 
these  exclamations ;   her  black  eyes  rolled  with 
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excitement;  but  her  beautifully  arched  eye- 
brows sliiihtlj  bent^  ^ave  the  idea  of  rapid 
and  distracting  thought.  She  endeavoured 
to  appear  calm — ^her  steps  were  slow  and 
measured ;  her  milk  white  hands  were  clasped 
before  her^  like  those  of  a  marble  statue, 
seen  on  the  ancient  tombs. 

*'  How  wild  she  looks,"  said  Martine, 
^'and  those  poor  sisters,  Agnes  and  Claire» 
on  each  side  of  her,  are  crying  their  eyes 
out." 

'^  They  are  miserable  at  being  the  prey  of  the 
evil  spirits  I"  said  her  aunt. 

'^  Perhaps  they  repent  having  become 
brides  of  Heaven/'  remarked  a  man,  who  stood 
beside  her. 

There  was  now  a  complete  silence ;  the 
people  appeared  no  longer  agitated ;  but  they 
were  struck  with  astonishment,  and  actually  ap- 
peared under  an  enchantment,  when  they  saw, 
at  the  end  of  this  procession,  their  beloved  cur^ 
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of  the  church  of  Saint  Croix,  Urbain  Grandier, 
dressed  in  fnll   canonicalB,  being  led  slowly 
along  in  chains,  between  four  of  the  grey  peni- 
tents I  His  countenance  bore  a  noble  and  sweet 
expression.      He  looked  round  him  with  be- 
benevolence,    and  turned  his  eyes  right  and 
left  in  search  of  a  friendly  sign.     He  met  it — 
he  knew   it  well  I     This  last  consolation  to  a 
man   near  his  end,  was  not  denied  him — he 
heard  stifled  sobs,  and  more  than  one  arm  was 
extended  bearing  some   weapon — but,  fearing 
to  compromise  a  friend,  he  made  no  sign  of 
recognition,    and    lowered   his   eyes    to    the 
ground. 

The  procession  stopped  by  command  of  a 
man,  who  followed  close  to  Urbain  Grandier, 
and  who  seemed  to  direct  the  whole  pro- 
ceeding, he  was  tall,  haggard  meagre,  and  pale- 
an  dressed  in  a  long  black  robe;  his  head  was 
covered  with  a  skull  cap  of  the  same  colour. 
Observing  the  Count  du  Lude  and  the  group 
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of  the  better  educated  men  we  haye  already 
noticed,  and  that  the  peasants  gathered 
round  them  to  listen  to  their  remarks;  he 
made  a  sign  for  his  guard  to  surround  him ; 
and  the  friars  and  capuchins  approaching  him, 
he  drew  forth  a  pa|>er  and  read  aloud, 
in  a  shrill  tone,  the  following  singular  de- 
cree— 

"  We,  Sieur  de  Laubardemont,  Master  of  Be- 
quests, being  sent,  delegated,  and  armed  withdis- 
oretionary  power,  relative  to  the  process  against 
the  sorcerer,  Urbain  Qrandier,  and  to  judge 
him  in  the  causes  of  accusation,  assisted  by 
the  reverend  fathers,  Mignon,Barr6,  Laotanoe, 
and  other  judges  directed  to  adjudicate  on 
the  said  sorcerer  and  his  crimes,  have  decreed, 
and  do  decree  as  follows  : — 

^'  Prime — The  assembly  of  the  proprietors 
and  towns-people  of  the  City  of  Loudun,  and 
of  the  surrounding  country,  is  hereby  dis- 
solved I  And  as  tbeir  meetings  tend  to  popu- 
lar sedition,  their  acts  are  declared  null ;  and 
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tbeir  letter  to  tlie  king  haviog  been  inter- 
cepted has  been  burnt  in  the  public  market- 
^aoe^  as  cahnnnmtipg  tbe  Order  of  the  Ur» 
tuHne  NunBy  and  us  the  reverend  fitthers  and 
judges! 

**  Secundo. — It  is  hereby  forbidden  for  any 
one  to  say  in  public  or  private,  that  the  said 
nuns  are  not  possessed  by  malignant  spirits, 
or  to  doubt  the  power .  of  the  exorcisors, 
under  a  fine  of  twenty  thousand  livres,  and 
corporeal  punishment  I  The  bailiffs  and  o£B- 
cere  of   the  Court  will  execute  this  decree. 

Dated  1 8th  of  June,  in  the  year  of  Grace 
1639.'' 

Scarcely  had  the  reading  of  this  precious 
document  been  concluded,  when  a  discordant 
flourish  of  trumpets  drowned  the  rising  exe- 
crations of  the  people  I 

Laubardemont  now  hastened  on  the  pro- 
cession— it  quickly  entered  the  building — 
which  was  a  complete  ruin,  and  which 
contained  only  the  large  chamber,  now  fitted 
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up  for  the  purposea  desired  This  worthy 
judge  did  not  consider  himself  in  safety,  until 
he  was  ensconced  within,  and  heard  the  heavy 
doors  closed  and  barred  against  the  crowd> 
who  still  shouted  in  disgust  at  the  whole  pro- 
ceedings. 
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CHAPTER  IIL 


THE    PERSECUTED  PRIEST. 


Now  that  the  diabolical  procession  has 
entered  the  precincts  of  its  enactment, 
and  its  preliminary  ceremonies  are  going 
on,  let  us  see  what  Cinq  Mars  has  been 
doing  in  the  midst  of  so  many  anxious  spec- 
tators. 

He   saw    at    once,    he    should  have  great 
difficulty   in    finding   the   Abbe  Quillet,  (his 

VOL.   I.  E  ^ 
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late  tutor,)  at  a  time  when  the  public  mind  was 
in  such  a  ferment ;  he  retired  therefore,  without 
dismounting,  accompanied  by  his  servants  to 
a  small  street,  which  led  to  the  principal 
one  of  the  town,  and  whence  he  could 
observe  all  that  was  going  on«  At  first,  no 
one  paid  the  least  attention  to  this  move- 
ment ;  but  as  public  curiosity  became  ex- 
hausted, he  found  himself  an  object  of  attrac- 
tion. 

Disgusted  with  so  many  ominous  circum- 
stances, the  inhabitants  looked  at  him  with 
displeasure,  and  asked  each  other  if  he  were 
not  another  exorcist  come  to  torment  and 
mystify  them ;  a  few  complained  of  the  large 
space  he  took  up  with  his  horses.  Cinq  Mars 
felt  it  was  time  to  decide  on  some  course  of 
action;  and  casting  his  eyes  on  the  best 
dressed,  he  advanced  uncovered,  towards  the 
group  to  whom  we  have  already  alluded,  and 
addressing  one  apparently  more  distinguished 
than  the  rest. 
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"  Sir,"  said  he,  "  where  may  I  find  the  Abbfi 
Quillet?* 

On  this  name  being  pronounced,  each  looked 
at  his  neighbour  with  dismay,  as  if  that  of 
Lucifer  had  been  uttered.  None  however  ap- 
peared offended,  on  the  contrary,  the  ques- 
tion seemed  to  have  a  favorable  effect.  The 
Count  du  Lude    stood  forward,  and  bowing, 

said: — 

«  Dismount,  my  good  sir,  and  I  will  give 
you  some  useful  information  respecting  him.'* 

4fter  whispering  together,  they  separated 
with  the  punctilious  ceremony  of  the  times ; 
Cinq  Mars  remounted  his  horse,  and  traversing 
a  few  narrow  streets,  was  soon  out  of  the  way 
of  the  crowd. 

"  How  fortunate  I  am,"  said  he  as  he  rode 
along,  ^'  1  shall  at  length  see  my  old  Master. 
How  well  do  I  remember  him,  I  wonder  if  he 
be  as  fat^and  rubicond  as  ever.,' 

Thus  soliloquizing,  he  entered  the  little* 
dark  street  pointed  out  to  him,  it  was  so  nar- 
E  3 
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row  that  his  knees  touched  the  wall  on  either 
side ;  at  the  end  he  found  a  small  house  of  one 
story,  built  entirely  of  wood,  and  in  haste 
he  knocked  loudly  at  the  door. 

"  Who  is  there  ?"  cried  a  voice  furiously,  and 
the  door  opening  discovered  a  little,  short  man, 
fat  and  choleric,  wearing  a  black  skull-cap,  an 
immense  white  ruff,  and  travelling  boots, 
reaching  to  his  thigh,  with  a  holster  pistol  in 
each  hand.  "  I  will  sell  my  life  dearly,"  cried 
he,  '*  and^-*' 

"  Softly,  softly,  most  respectable  abb6  !** 
said  his  pupil,  "  do  you  not  recollect 
me?" 

"  Ha  I  is  that  you,  Henri  ?"  replied  the  good 
abb^,  letting  his  pistols  fall  to  the  ground, 
which  were  carefully  picked  up  by  a  servant 
vvho  was  also  armed,  '^  what  in  Heaven's  name 
has  brought  you  to  this  place  of  abomi- 
nation ?  I  only  await  night-fall  to  take  my 
departure  ;  but  quick,  come  in,  my  dear  friend 
-—come  in  all  of  you ;  I  took  you  for  the  guard 
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of  Lombardemont,   and  was  about  to  play  the 
soldier^— ratherforeign  to  my  profession  though, 
is  it   not  ?     See,  my  horses  are  ready  ;  I  am 
going  to  Italy  to  seek  my  old  friend,  the  Due 
de  Bouillon.     Close  the  door  behind  those  men 
instantly,  and  desire  them  to  make  no  noise.'* 
Grrandchamp  obeyed   the  courageous  little 
Abb€,  who,  now  re-assured,  embraced  Cinq 
Mars  three  or  four  times,  raising  himself  on  tip- 
toe to  enable  him  to  do  80 ;  he  conducted  hiiu 
to  an  inner  apartment,    and  sitting  down  on 
an  old  leather  portmanteau  commenced  in  a 
hasty,  choleric  tone. 

'*  Well,  well  my  dear  pupil — where  are  you 
going?  what  could  Madame  la  Mar^chale  be 
thinking  of  to  allow  you  to  come  here  ? 
they  are  about  to  ensure  the  destruction 
of  an  innocent  man !  and  this  is  the  first 
sight  you  are  to  witness.  Alas  !  at  your  age, 
when  friendship,  glowing  affections,  and  strict 
integrity  adorn  you,  when  all  around  should 
lead  you  to  think  well  of   mankind,  to  wit- 
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ncss  such  a  scene— how  unfortunate — why,  why 
did  you  come  ?" 

''  Do  you  not  imagine^  that  I  passed  this  way 
expressly  because  you  were  here5  my  dear 
Abb^?  the  sight  1  have  just  now  witnessed,  I 
think  most  ridiculous,  and  I  hare  not  the  less 
affection  for  my  fellow  creatures  on  that 
account.  Because  four  or  five  infuriated  men—" 

**  Let  us  lose  no  time,"  interrupted  the  abb^ 
^'  I  will  tell  you  all  about  this  wickedness ;  but 
where  are  you  going?  what  are  you  about 
to  do?" 

^*  I  am  going  to  Ferpignan,  when  the  Car- 
dinal Due,  my  late  father^s  best  friend,  is  to 
present  me  to  the  King." 

The  abb^  jumped  up  from  the  portmanteau, 
and  suddenly  began  pacing,  or  rather  running, 
up  and  down  the  room. 

''  The  Cardinal — the  Cardinal !"  he  repeated, 
becoming  much  excited  and  extremely  red  in 
the  face«  ''  What,  are  you  to  be  another 
sacrifice  ?   what    part  are  you    to    enact,    I 
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wonder!  who  is  there  to  protect  you,  my 
youQg  friendsy  from  the  danger  which  will  sur- 
round you?** 

"  Really  I  am  not  aware,**  answered  Cinq 
Mars,  «  but  I  should  think  the  Cardinal—** 

'*  The  Cardinal  again  I     Mark  me,  Henri, 
you  will  be  sacrificed  if  left  to  his  tender  mer- 
cies.     Why  have  I  been  so  imprudent  here  ? 
alas  I  I  should  be  a  dangerous  friend  for  you 
just  now,  for  I  must  seek  a  retreat  myself; 
but  ha !  Monsieur  de  Thou  will  be  near  you, 
he  is  the  fnend  of  your  younger  days ;  listen 
to  him,  he  is  wise  beyond  his  years.** 
'*  I  have  the  greatest  friendship  for  him  and 

never  cease  to  think  of  him,**  observed  young 
Effiat 

<<  But  you  have  ceased  to  write  to  him,"  re- 
plied the  abb6  diarply. 

**  Pardon  me,  I  wrote  lately,  and  again 
yesterday,  to  inform  him  that  the  Cardinal 
Due  had  requested  my  presence  at  Court!'' 

**  What !  did  he  request  you  ?" 

Cinq  Mars  showed  a  letter  from  the  Cardinal 
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addressed  to  his  mother ;  the  little  Abb6  be- 
came calmer  as  he  perused  it 

"  Come,  come,"  said  he,  "  not  so  bad,  not  so 
bad.  Captain  of  the  guard  at  twenty  years  old 
— a  good  conmnencement  truly,"  and  the  young 
man,  delighted  to  see  his  old  fiiend  pleased, 
shook  his  hand  cordially,  and  smiled  also  in 
the  anticipation  of  pleasure,  glory  and  love ; 
but  the  abb6  again  began  to  pace  the  room, 
coughed,  shook  his  head,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
broke  out  with, 

"  Henri,  I  have    now   thought  over  your 
position,  and  although  it  may  damp  you,  I  must 
say  I  think  it  is  li  most  unnatural  one.     If  the 
Cardinal  only  meant  to  show  his  attachment 
to    you,    his   favors  would  not  be  so    sud- 
denly great.     No,  no,  he  has  some  game  to 
play,   and  he  has  singled  you  out  to  take  a 
prominent  part  in  it ;  he  wishes  to  train  you  to 
his  will — now  mark  me  I— think  seriously  of 
this  when  the  time  comes,  take  care  that  favors 
do  not  blind  you, — ^it  has  happened  before  to 
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many  older  than  you ;  bufc  write  to  us  and  we 
will  give  you  the  best  advice  we  can.  And 
now  1  think  of  it,  I  am  not  sorry  you  should 
have  come  this  way,  for  what  you  have  seen 
will  teach  you,  in  part,  what  I  omitted  to  point 
out  in  your  younger  days,  as  to  the  wicked- 
ness of  man.  I  trust  however  that  the  end 
will  be  accomplished  without  bloodshed ;  the 
letter  we  have  written  to  the  King,  will  cer- 
tsdnly  have  a  good  effect — " 

"  Letter  ?  I  heard  that  it  was  intercepted," 
said  Cinq  Mars. 

*^  Then  the  world  will  close  upon  the  good 
Curfi,"  retorted  the  Abb^,  "  but  time  flies, 
my  dear  Henri— let  me  put  you  ^aufaW 
as  to  what  is  going  on  here ;  I  myself  was 
extremely  desirous  of  witnessing  the  powers  of 
the  malignant  spirits  said  to  be  amongst  the 
nuns  of  the  Ursulines,  and  hearing  that 
they  undertook  to  speak  in  all  tongues, 
was  imprudent  enough  to  put  my  ques- 
tions    in    Greek.       Now    the    Superior    is 

B  5 
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very  pretty«— but  she  could  not  answer  me  in 
that  language ;  the  physician  Du  Canne  cried 
out  that  it  was  surprising  the  Demon 
could  not  answer  in  Grreek;  the  young 
superior,  then  on  the  pallet,  turned  towards 
the  wall  to  weep,  and  I  heard  her  distinctly 
say : — 

'^  *  Father  Barrg,  I  can  no  longer  bear  this 
imposition/ 

^'  I  was  infatuated  enough  to  repeat  this  ex* 
pression  aloud,  and  all  the  exorcists  turned 
upon  me  with  the  greatest  fury ;  crying, 

'^ '  How  ignorant  I  was  not  to  know  that 
some  of  the  demons  were  as  uneducated 
as  peasants ;  but  to  show  their  physical 
strength,  three  spirits,  named  Ghr&il,  of  the 
order  of  the  Thrones. — Aman  *  of  the  Powers,' 
and  Asmodeus,had  of  themselves  undertaken  to 
seize  the  skull-cap  of  Monsieur  de  Laubarde- 
mont.' 

"  They  were  preparing  for  this  impious  ex- 
hibition, when  Du  Canne  happening  to  pull  a 
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String  he  had  discovered  attached  to  a  column 
close    to    the    jadge,    they  all     turned    and 
anathemized  him  calling  him  Huguenot,  and 
commanded  their  myrmidons   to    seize    him; 
he    would    no    doubt  have  suffered  martyr- 
dom on   the    spot,  if  the   Marshal  de  Brize 
had   not    been    his   declared   patron.       The 
Count  du  liude  then  approached  and  begged 
the  exorcists  to  try  their  powers  before  him. 
Father  Lactance  with  a  diabolical  expression, 
b^an  to  practice  upon  the  poor  sisters  Agnes 
and  Claire,  looking  at  them  as  a  serpent  would 
view  two  innocent  doves— he  began  with — 
Quis  te  misit  DiaboUr 
*  The  two  girls  answered  simultaneously, 
" '  Urbanus  P 

"  He  had  got  thus  far,  when  Du  Lude,  draw- 
ing forth  with  the  greatest  show  of  reverence, 
a  small,  golden  box,  stated  that  he  held 
an  invaluable  relic,  bequeathed  him  by  one  of 
his  ancestors ;  and  not  doubting  but  that  the 
nuns  were  possessed  of  an  evil  spirit,  he  wished 
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to  prove  its  efficacy.  Father  Lactance  seized 
the  boxj  and  scarcely  had  he  touched  the  fore- 
heads of  the  nunSj  when  they  began  to  throw 
themselves  into  contortions,  and  twisted  about 
their  hands  and  feet.  Lactance  now  hurled 
forth  his  exorcisms^  Barr£  threw  himself  on  his 
knees — all  the  spectators  followed  his  example, 
and  the  judges  expressed  their  approbation. 
Laubardemont  even  had  the  audacity  to  make 
the  sign  of  the  cross.  Du  Lude  repossessed 
himself  of  the  box,  and  the  nuns  became  quiet 
immediately.  Father  Lactance  s^d  in  a  low 
voice, 

"  *  I  do  not  think,  Monsieur  Du  Lude,  you 
will  now  doubt  the  virtues  of  your  relic" 

*^  *  Certainly  not  more  than  that  those  nuns 
are  possessed,"  answered  he  satirically  as  he 
opened  the  box,  "  you  perceive  it  is  quite 
empty.  Is  it  thus  you  scoff  at  us  ?''  demanded 
LactaDce  furiously. 

'*  Losing  all  patience,  I  answered,  **  Yes  it 
is  time  indeed,  when  you  scoff  at  Heaven  and 
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at  men."— 'Tis  for  tbis,  my  young  friend^  you 
see  me  here  in  my  seven  league  boots  and 
holster  pistols;  my  tender  friend  Laubarde* 
mont,  has  decreed  my  arrest — ^but  old  as  I  am, 
I  do  not  mean  he  shall  catch  me,  as  he  has 
poor  Grandier.  I  know  that  the  abbess,  pre- 
tending to  be  possessed,  is  his  niece,  and  that 
he  has  provided  himself  with  an  order  of  coun- 
cil to  seize  and  judge  any  suspected  person 
without  preliminary  form  or  petition  to  parlia- 
ment, and  to  which  body  the  Cardinal  has  for- 
bidden all  appeal  in  the  case  of  my  poor 
fnend." 

'^  But  of  what  is  he  guilty  ?^  asked  young 
Effiat  much  interested. 

'^  Guilty  ?  of  having  an  enlarged  mind,  a 
superior  understanding  and  steady  persever- 
ance ;  and  in  possessing  an  extraordinary  af- 
fection, which  has  chained  his  heart, 
and  caused  him  to  commit  the  only  mortal 
sin  I  think  him  capable  of — ^but  that  was  only 
discovered  by  violating  his  premises,  and  avail- 
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ing  themselyes  of  his  private  papers  I  his  love 
for  the  beautiitil  Madeleine  de  Brou  was  thus 
discovered;  but  the  eloquence  of  Urbain 
Grandier  had  often  an  extraordinary  effect  on 
women^  who  came  from  afar  expressly  to  hear 
him  pi^pach.  I  have  seen  many  faint  away 
during  his  discourse;  others  have  cried  out 
that  he  was  an  angel — ^would  touch  his  clothes, 
and  kiss  his  hands,  as  he  descended  from  the 
pulpit;  it  is  certain  his  sermons  were  little 
less  than  inspired — ^the  purest  honey  of  the 
word  mingled  with  the  ardor  of  prophesy." 
The  good  Abb^  here  stopped,  for  he  had 
worked  himself  into  a  state  of  enthusiasm, 
and  his  round,  fat  little  figure,  and  naturally 
gay  temperament,  were  the  more  contrasted 
with  his  present  state  of  excitement,  as  it  was, 
generally  speaking,  next  to  impossible  to 
make  him  melancholy.  He  drew  out  a  red 
cotton  pocket-handkerchief,  wiped  his  fkce, 
and  continued, 
"  This    is  the    second  time    a  demonaical 
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attack  has  been  made  on  Urbain  Grandier — 
he  bad  before  been  accused  of  baying  prac- 
tised sorcery  upon  certain  nuns,  and  was  ex- 
amined by  boly  prelates,  enlightened  magis- 
trates, and  learned  physicians,  who,  filled  with 
indignation  at  the  folly  of  the  charge,  imposed 
silence    on  these  devils  in  human  form  who 
accused  him;  buttbey,  humiliated  by  the  pub- 
licity of  the  trial,  and  seeing  Grandier   was 
received  by  the  King,   found  that  if  he  tri- 
umphed, tbey  would  be  regarded  as  impostors 
—they    therefore    left   no    stone   unturned; 
they  seized  on  the  fact  of  the  convent  of  Ur- 
sulines    being    more    like    a    stage  for    low 
buffoons  than  anything  else,  and  tbe  nuns  as 
impudent  as  actresses :  and  tbe  following  are 
the  means  put  in  practice  by  them  to  accom- 
plisb  tbeir  infernal  ptirposes.     Do  you  know  a 
man  called  Father  Joseph,  but    nick-named 
'  Son  eminence  grise  f  he  is  a  capuchin ;    the 
Cardinal  admits  to  his  confidence,  and  consults 
with,  in  certain  cases,  but  whom  he  heartily 
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despises.    The  priests  of  Loudun  now  turned 

to  him  for  assistance;   a  pamphlet  appeared 

just  at  this  time,  entitled,  ^  La  Cardanntere  de 

la  Reine  Mere — it  was  wretchedly  conceived, 

and  written,  but  contained  some  biting  satire 

against  the  Cardinal ;  his  enemies  promulgated 

it,    and   he    was  desirous  of  knowing    who 

was  the  author.     Father  Joseph  told  him  that 

his  friends,  the  priests    of   Loudun,  had  no 

doubt  but  that    Grandier    was.      The    fact 

of  his  haying  published  books  of  sermons  and 

prayers  ought  to  have  absolved  him  from  this 

charge,  but  the  Cardinal,  already  prejudiced 

against  him,  affected  to  believe  him  to  be  the 

author,  and  chose  then  to  recollect  that  when 

he  was  prior  of  Coussay,  this  same  Grandier 

acquired  a  superiority  over  him ;   and,  I  fear 

me,  that   this  very   superiority  will  conduct 

him  to  the  tomb  1" 

"  A  melancholy  tale  indeed,"  said  Cinq 
Mars,  ^^  and  do  you  think  they  will  pursue 
him  to  death  ?" 
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*'  Aye,  indeed  I  do.     Already  have  they  re- 
called the  absolution  pronounced  in  his  favor, 
and    prejudged  a    tract  found  in   his  study 
agunst  the    doctrine  of  the  celibacy  of  the 
priesthood ;  it  is  wrong,  no  doubt,"  continued 
the  Abb^,  turning  up  his  little  black  twinkling 
eyes   to  Heaven,   *'and   any    love   but  that 
towards  our  Maker  is  a  serious  crime ;  but  it 
appears  he  had  written  it  merely  to  tranquillize 
the  feelings  of  Mademoiselle  de  Brou.     So 
clearly  had  they  foreseen  that  this  fault  was 
not  of  sufficient  importance  to  cause  his  con- 
demnation,   that    they    have    revived    those 
charges  of  sorcery  against  him,  and  the  Car- 
dinal, at  the  instigation  o{  "  Son  eminence grtsey" 
has  established  a  new  tribunal  to  judge  him, 
and  has  placed  Laubardemont  at  its  head ;  a 
sure  rign  that  death  is  intended.     Ah !   my 
dear  Henri,  would  to  Heaven  you  may  never 
know  what  is  called  by  Government  a  *'  Coup 

detat'' 
At  this  moment  a  terrible  shriek  was  heard 
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outside.  The  Abb^  started  up^  followed  by 
Cinq  Mars. 

"  'Tis  a  female  cry,"  said  he,  "  how  pierc- 
ing. What  is  it  ?"  turning  to  the  servants  as- 
sembled in  the  Court  yard. 

They  replied  they  heard  nothing  more. 

**  What  a  horrid  sound — I  feel  it  from  my 
soul— 'Tis  some  heavy  misfortune — I  can 
speak  no  more.  Heaven  blesis  you,  my  dear 
pupiL    Eneel,  and  receive  my  benediction." 

Cinq  Mars  did  as  he  was  desired,  and  he 
knew,  by  a  gentle  kiss  on  the  head,  that  the 
little  Abb6  had  pronounced  his  blessing. 

"  And  now  depart— depart  quickly — it  tfi 
late — leave  your  servants  and  horses  here — 
throw  a  cloak  around  you  and  go.  I  have 
much  to  write  before  night — ^when  I  trust  I 
may  steal  away  in  safety.    Go— go — " 

They  embnwed,  and  having  promised  to 
keep  up  a  correspondence,  Henri  retired.  The 
Abb^  followed  him  with  his  eyes,  beaming 
with  affection,  and  called  from  the  window, 
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^'  Think  deeply  on  all  I  have  eaid,  and  be 
careful  of  yourself." 

And  as  he  went  out^  again  blessed  him,  eja- 
culating, 

"  My  poor  boy  1  my  poor  boy  !  You  have 
a  dangerous  course  before  you." 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


THE  COURT  OP  JUSTICE. 


Notwithstanding  the  custom  of  administer- 
ing justice  with  closed  doors^  introduced  by 
Bichelieuj  the  president  and  judges  of 
Urbain  Grandier,  had  come  to  the 
resolution  of  opemng  the  Hall  of  Jus- 
tice to  the  public  on  this  occasion;  they 
had  many  reasons  for  this  imusual  proceeding ; 
one  was^  they  thought  they  had   sufficiently 
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imposed  on  the  public  by  their  juggleries  for 
the  last  six  months — then  again  they  were  all 
interested  in  the  condemnation  of  the  accused, 
and  thought  that  the  presence  of  the  whole 
community  might  in  some  sort  sanction  the 
decree  of  death  they  had  already  decided  on 
and  indeed  had  directions  from  their  superior 
to  deliver,  as  the  good  Abb^  had  prognosti- 
cated. 

The  president  of  the  Court,  Laubardemont, 
was  a  species  of  bird  of  prey,  whom  the  Car- 
dinal employed  when  he  required  a  sure  and 
quick  agent,  and  in  this  case  he  justified  to 
the  full  extent  the  choice  that  had  been  made 
of  him ;  he  only  committed  one  error,  that  of 
permitting  the  proceedings  to  take  place  in 
public ;  he  expected,  however,  by  these  means, 
to  intimidate  and  frighten;  he  intimidated 
indeed— but  instead  of  frightening,  he  dis- 
gusted the  whole  community. 

The  crowd   we  left  at  the  doors,  remailied 
there  for  two  hours,  listening  to  the   heavy 
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sound  of  hammers  completing,  in  haste,  the 
unknown  arrangements  within.  At  length  the 
guard  opened  the  heavy  portals,  and  the  people 
rushed  forward  with  impetuosity.  Young 
Cinq  Mars  had  had  sufficient  time  to  return 
from  his  visit  to  his  old  tutor,  and  was  borne 
in  at  the  second  rush,  and  secured  a  place  be- 
hind one  of  the  immense  pillars  supporting  the 
building ;  he  could  see  without  being  himself 
much  observed  ;  he  remarked  the  group  of 
well  dressed  individuals  stationed  near  him:  <^d 
that  the  large  doors,  in  closing,  had  left  that 
part  of  the  edifice  where  the  populace  had  con- 
gregated, almost  in  total  darkness.  Although 
it  was  only  mid-day,  flambeaus  were  burning 
in  the  hall,  but  being  all  placed  at  the  end 
near  the  seats  set  apart  for  the  judges,  and 
ranged  behind  a  long  table,  which  with  the 
desks  and  chairs  were  covered  with  black  cloth, 
they  threw  but  a  dim,  lurid  light  on  all  around 
— a  bench  for  the  use  of  the  accused  was 
placed  at  the  left,  on  the  cover  of  which  flames 
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in  gold  had  been  embroidered  to  indicate  the 
cause  of  accusation — the  prisoner  was  there 
seatedj  surrounded  by  guards,  his  hands  mana- 
cled with  heavy  chains  and  held  by  two  monks, 
whoj  at  the  slightest  motion,  exhibited  every 
token  of  fear,  starting  back  as  if  they  held  a 
tiger  or  a  wolf — they  took  good  care,  however, 
to  prevent  the  people  from  seeing  him.  The 
harsh  features  of  Laubardemont,  the  president, 
appeared  to  terrifiy  the  judges,  whom  he  had 
chosen ;  taller  than  any  of  them  by  a  head,  he 
had  seated  himself  in  a  chair  still  higher  than 
the  others— each  dull  glance  he  gave  con- 
veyed a  secret  order.  He  was  habited  in  a 
scarlet  robe — a  black  skuU-cap  fitted  close 
to  his  head,  and  he  was  occupied  with 
papers  which  he  separated,  and  handed  to  the 
judges  below  him ;  the  accusers,  all  ecclesias- 
tics, sat  on  the  right  of  the  judges,  they  were 
each  dressed  in  a  long  vest  and  surplice.  Father 
Lactance  was  easily  distinguished  by  his  ca- 
puchin's habit,  his  beard,  and  the  harsh  rigidity 
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of  his  features.  In  an  alcove  above,  was  con- 
cealed the  Bishop  of  Poitiers ;  another  alcove 
was  filled  with  women  completely  veiled ;  at 
the  feet  of  the  Judges  stood  six  young  nuns, 
these  were  the  witnesses ;  and  an  immense 
crowd  of  men  and  women,  the  dregs  of  the 
people,  pressed  forward  in  the  rear ;  the  re- 
mainder of  the  hall  was  filled  by  a  large  mul- 
titude,  silent,  but  strongly  excited  ;  some  found 
resting  places  in  the  cornices,  on  the  doors  or 
beams,  and  all  seemed  animated  by  an  unde- 
fined  feeling  of  terror  which  communicated 
itself  to  the  judges,  knowing  as  they  did,  that 
it  arose  from  an  intense  interest  in  favor  of  the 
prisoner.  Numerous  guards,  armed  with  long 
pikes,  surrounded  this  motley  group  in  the 
most  significant  manner. 

On  a  signal  from  the  judges,  the  witnesses, 
conducted  by  an  officer,  retired  through  a  nar- 
row door-way — the  superior  of  the  Convent  of 
the   Ursulines  was  amongst  them,  and  when 
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she  passed  close   to  Laubardemont,  sidd  loud 
enough  to  be  heard, 

**  You  haye  cruelly  deceived  me,  Monsieur 
le  President.*' 

He  took  uo  notice  of  the  observation,  and 
she  passed  on;  there  was  a  considerable  pause. 
Rising  with  gravity,  but  wiih  visible  pertur- 
bation, one  of  the  judges,  named  Houmain, 
began  to  read  the  accusation  in  a  very  low  tone 
of  voice,  and  so  indistinctly,  that  it  was  impos- 
sible to  catch  his  meaning — he  made  himself 
heard  plainly  enough,  however,  when  he  had 
to  repeat  any  observation  that  might  affect  the 
people. 

'*  The  proofs  of  the  accusation,"  continued 
he,  ''  are  divided  under  two  separate  heads, 
the  one  resulting  from  the  depositions  of 
seventy  two  witnesses;  the  other,  — and  that 
the  more  to  be  relied  on  to  obtain  a  sentence, 
arises  from  the  pious  exorcisms  of  the  reverend 
fathers  now  present,"  he  here  bowed  and 
made  a  sign  of  the  cross  1 — Fathers  Lactance, 

VOL   I  F 
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Barr^  and  Mignon  inclined  their  heads  forward 
repeating  the  sacred  signal — "  Yes,  gentlemen," 
continued  Houmain,  addressing  the  judges, 
"  this  bouquet  of  white  roses,  and  this  manu* 
script  signed  with  the  blood  of  the  sorcerer, 
have  been  disoovered— and  I  now  place  them 
before  you  ;  the  latter  is  a  manuscript  copy  of 
the  compact  he  has  entered  into  with  Lucifer 
himseH^  and  which  he  was  under  the  necessity 
of  carrying  about  his  person  to  preserve  his 
superhuman  powers ;  it  is  with  horror  I  point 
out  these  words  written  at  the  foot  of  the 
parchment  -^  The  original  document  is  in  the 
lower  regions,  in  the  cabinet  of  Lucifer  I' " 

Smothered  laughter  and  jeers  were  heard 
among  the  crowd  ;  the  president  frowned,  and 
directed  the  guard  to  arrest  the  scoffers,  but 
they  were  not  to  be  found — Houmain  con- 
tinued— 

"  The  evil  spirits  have  been  forced  to  dis- 
close their  names — by  the  mouth  of  their  vie* 
tims — I  now  hand  in  a  paper  containing  their 
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names  and  deeds  ;  they  are  called  as  follow — 
Astarotb,  of  the  order  of  the  Seraphins ;  Easas, 
Celsus,  Acaos,  Cedron,  Asmodeus^  of  the  or- 
der of  the  Thrones;  Alex,  Zabulon,  Cham^ 
Uriel  and  Achas,  of  the  order  of  the  Princi- 
palities, and  manyothers^  for  their  number  is 
infinite ;  as  t«  their  infernal  deeds,  who  amongst 
us  is  not  a  witness  of  them  ?'' 

A  lengthened  murmur  emanated  from  the 
assembly ;  silence  was  imposed  and  the  guards 
again  advanced  to  enforce  it. 

**  We  have  seen,"  continued  Houmain,  "  with 
great  grief  the  youthful  and  most  decorous 
superior  of  the  Convent  of  the  Ursulines  beat 
her  breast,  tear  her  flesh,  and  fall  in  writhing 
agony  to  the  earth;  other  sisters,  namely, 
Agnes  and  Claire,  have  forgotten  the  usual 
modesty  of  their  sex,  by  their  impassioned 
gestures  and  immoderate  laughter ;  when  scof- 
fers doubted  the  presence  of  the  malignant 
spirit  and  we,  ourselves,  even  hesitated,  be- 
cause they  refused  to  explain  themselves  before 
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strangers  either  in  the  Greek  or  Arabian  lan- 
guage, these  most  reverend  fathers  have 
restored  our  faith  by  deigning  to  explain  that 
the  malice  of  the  evil  spirits  being  extreme,  it 
was  not  surprising  they  should  feign  this  ig- 
norance that  they  might  not  be  tormented  by 
questions  from  unbelievers — thai;  their  hate 
was  so  intense  that,  the  reverend  fathers  being 
on  the  point  of  accomplishing  one  of  their 
miracles,  they  had  suspended  a  cord  from  the 
ceiling  in  order  to  found  an  accusation  of  fraud 
against  such  reverend  persons,  for  it  hath  been 
affirmed  by  most  respectable  testimony  that 
there  never  was  a  cord  in  that  position  before. 
But,  gentlemen,  while  Heaven  itself  thus  mi- 
raculously explained  itself  by  its  holy  inter- 
preters, another  light  has  even  now  fallen  on 
us.  At  the  instant  the  judges  were  deep  in 
meditation,  a  prolonged  and  piercing  scream 
was  heard  in  the  immediate  neighboiurhood  of 
their  deliberations,  and  having  rushed  to  the 
spot  to  ascertain  the  cause,  we  found  the  body 
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of  a  young  lady  of  high  birth  and  connexions ; 
she  had  but  just  then  giyen  her  last  sigh  ic 
public  life,  and  was  about  to  receive  the  veil 
by  the  assistance  of  the  reverend  father  Mig- 
Don,  now  present,  and  many  other  distinguished 
persons ;  but  this  wise  father,  suspecting  the 
young  lady  to  be  possessed  by  an  evil  spirit, 
inconsequence  of  the  wide  spread  report,  that 
the  prisoner  Urbain  Grandier  had  conceived  the 
most  ardent  affection  for  her,  had  the  idea  of 
proving  the  fact  by  whispering  suddenly  in  her 
ear  as  he  approached  her — *  Grandier  has  just 
been  put  to  a  violent  death  I*  Where- 
npon  she  uttered  only  one  loud  cry  and  fell 
dead!  deprived  by  the  wicked  demon  who 
possessed  her,  of  the  necessary  time  to  re- 
ceive the  succour  and  comfort  of  our  holy 
mother  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.*' 

A  universal  shout  of  indignation  and  die- 
gust  arose  from  the  crowd;  and  the  words 
"assassin,"  ''murderer,"  were    audibly    pro- 
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nounced.      HoumaiD  procured  silence  bj  stiU 
continuing  in  a  loud  tone. 

*'  An  infamous  matter  was  now  brought  to 
light,  gentlemen  I  they  had  the  good  fortune 
to  discoTcr  on  her  body,  this  tract  which  I  now 
hand  to  the  judges,  in  the  hand-writing  of 
Urbain  Grandier  himself!" 

And  he  drew  firom  amongst  his  papers,  a  book 
covered  with  parchment. 

**  What  would  they  now  ?"  murmured  the 
accused. 

''Be  careful  of  your  prisoner T  cried  out 
the  judges,  to  the  monks  who  were  on  either 
side  of  him. 

**  The  demon  is,  doubtless,  about  to  manifest 
himself!"  said  Father  Lactance,  in  an  author- 
itative tone  ;  *'  draw  closer  the  prisoner's 
chains." 

He  was  obeyed.     Houmain  continued — 

''  The  name  of  the  deceased,  was  Madeleine 
de  Brou,  aged  19  years." 

''  Heavens  I  oh  I  heavens  !    'Tis  too  much  V 
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cried  the  accused^  and  fell  insensible  on  the 
flooring. 

The  people  were  violently  affected ;  an  uproar 
now  commenced  in  earnest. 

'^  Poor  man,  he  had  an  extreme  affection 
for  her." 

*'  So  excellent  a  creature,"  cried  some 
women. 

The  officers  of  the  Court  threw  cold  water 
on  Grandier  to  revive  him,  but  without  effect. 
They  then  lifted  him  up,  and  bound  him  to 
the  seat,  insensible  as  he  was.  The  pleader 
continued  as  soon  as  silence  was  partially  ob- 
tained. 

It  is  requisite  that  the  opening  pages  of  the 
book  should  be  read  aloud  to  the  Court.     He 

began  as  follows  :— 

'^  It  is  for  diee,  sweet  and  beautiful  Made- 
leine— 'tis  to  give  rest  to  thy  troubled  consci- 
ence, that  I  have  depicted  in  these  pages  the 
most  prominent  idea  of  my  life.  'Tis  true  all 
my  thoughts  belong  to    thee,    angelic    girl, 
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because  they  all  return  to  thee  as  the  only  end 
of  my  existence  -  but  this  one  which  I  now 
offer  thee,  exists  but  by  thee,  and  returns  to 
thee  alone,     fie  not  unhappy — oh,  Madeleine, 
because  thou  lovest  me !  do  not  afflict  thyself 
because  I  adore  thee.     The  angels  of  Heaven, 
what  do  they  ?  And  what  is  it  that  is  promised 
to  a  sanctified  soul?     Are  we  less  pure  than 
the  Angels?    Can  our   souls   here  below  be 
more  detached  from  earth,  even  after  death  ? 
Oh  I  Madeleine,  what  is  there  in  you  and  me 
to  cause  the  Lord  to   avert  his  face  ?     Is  it 
when  we  pray  together,  and  when,  kneeling 
lowly  before  the  Altar,  we  ask  an  early  death 
to   snatch  us  from  the  errors  of  youth  and 
love?      Is   it,  when  alone,  meditating  under 
the  cypress  trees  in  the  cemetery,  we  long  for 
a  double  tomb,  smiling  at  death,  and  shedding 
bitter  tears  on  life  ?    Is  it  when  thou  kneelest 
before  me  in  the  sacrament  of  penitence,  and 
speaking  in  the  presence  of  God,  thou  canst 
find  notbiug  of   evil    wherewith    to    charge 
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thjself,   and    to    confess?     So    forcibly    and 

itTongly  have  I  upheld  thy  soul  in  the  pure 

regions  of  Heaven.     What   then,   can  offend 

our  beneficent  Creator?     Perhaps  some  spirit 

of  Heaven  may,  indeed,  envy   me  my  vast 

felicity — when,  one  day,  in  confession   I  saw 

thee  prostrate  before  me  —purified  by  severe 

austerities,  from  the  dross  of  sin  implanted  by 

the  original  falL     Oh  !  ho  a   lovely  thou  wert 

at  that  moment!    thy  look,  upraised,  sought 

thy   Heavenly  Father!    my   trembling    hand 

presented  the  Consecrated  Host  to  thy   pure 

lips ;  that  Host,  no  human  lips  had  ever  yet 

defiled.  Celestial  being  !  I  alone,  then  partook 

of  the  secrets  of  the  Most  High — or  rather, 

Madeleine,  of  the  secret,  of  thy  innate  purity 

of  souL     'Twas  then  I  united  thee  to  the  Lord, 

who  deigned,  at  that  moment,  to  descend  into 

my  soul.     Ineffable  Hymen,  when  the  Eternal 

was  himself  the  high  priest.     Thou — alone  — 

wert  permitted  between  the  Holy  Virgin  and 

her  pastor.     Our  intense  delijht  then   arose 
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in  the  contemplation  of  an  eternity  of  happi- 
ne68»  to  breathe  in  each  other's  presence  the 
perfumes  of  Heaven — to  listen  to  a  celestial 
choir — and  to  be  certain  that  our  souls,  un- 
clouded before  Grod  alone,  and  before  each 
other,  were  worthy  to  adore  him  for  eternity* 
What  scruple  hangs  yet  on  thy  soul?  oh  I  my 
beloved  sister!  Dost  thou  imagine  I  have 
taught  thee  a  faith  too  pure  for  thy  virtue  ? 
Dost  thou  fear  that  so  delicate  an  admiration 
for  thee  would  efface  that  which  I  feel  for  the 

Lord r 

Houmain  had  proceeded  thus  far^  when  the 
door,  whence  the  witnesses  had  departed,  sud-> 
denly  burst  open — the  startled  judges  whis- 
pered to  each  other.  Laubardemont,  in  amaze- 
ment, made  a  sign  to  ascertain  if  this  were 
not  some  scene  preconcerted  by  them — but 
they — being  at  some  distance^  and  as  much 
surprised  as  himself,  were  unable  to  let  him 
know  they  were  ignorant  of  what  was  about 
to  take  place.    Before,  however^  any  under- 
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standii^  oould  be  come  to,  three  ^omen,  ia 
white  robes,  their  feet  naked,  a  cord  haaging 
round  their  necks,  and  a  large  wax  candle  in 
their  hands  suddenly  walked  into  the  midst 
of  the  C!ourt — these  were  the  superior  of  the 
Convent  of  the  Ursulines,  Jeanne  de  Belfiel — 
and  the  sisters  Agnes  and  Claire — the  two 
latter  were  in  tears,  and  trembled  violently -- 
the  superior  was  extremely  pale,  but  her  bear- 
ing was  dignified,  and  her  look  most  deter- 
mined— she  knelt — ^her  companions  did  the 
same ;  all  were  so  astounded  that  no  resistance 
was  offered,  and  she  pronounced  the  following 
sentence,  which  was  distinctly  heard  through- 
out the  hall,  in  a  clear,  strong  voice, 

**  In  the  name  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  I 
Jeanne  de  Belfiel,  daughter  of  the  Baron  de 
Cose,  the  unworthy  superior  of  the  Convent 
of  the  Ursuline  Nuns  in  Loudun  here  ask 
pardon  of  the  Almighty,  and  of  all  good 
christians,  for  the  heinous  crime  I  have  com- 
mitted in  accusing  that  innocent  man,  Urbain 
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Grandier,  of  sorcery.  I  here  declare  that 
my  poaseesion  by  an  evil  spirit  was  feigned, 
and  the  words  I  uttered  were  taught  mo  by 
wicked  men.  Remorse,  terrible  remorse,  now 
afflicts  my  souL'^ 

*^  She  testifies  to  the  truth  I  she  speaks  the 
truth  T'  vociferated  a  hundred  tongues  in  the 
crowd,  and  the  mdl  rang  with  applause. 

The  judges  arose.  The  guards,  undecided 
what  to  do,  looked  at  the  president ;  he  shook 
with  emotion,  but  remained  in  his  seat. 

"  Silence/'  shouted  he,  in  a  voice  of 
thunder  "  Officers  of  the  Court,  do  your 
duty.  Holy  Fathers,"  continued  he,  "  what 
think  you  of  this  ?" 

'*  That  the  malignant  spirit  is  desirous  to 
save  his  victim  to  the  last.  Obmutesce  Satanasj^ 
shouted  Father  Lactance,  seeing  that  some 
decided  course  must  be  instantly  adopted,  and 
he  put  himself  in  an  attitude  to  exorcise 
Jeanne  de  JielfieL 

A  spark  applied  to  gunpowder  could  not 
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produce  a  more  instantaneoiis  effect  than  did 

these  words.  Jeanne  de  Belfiel  rose  suddenly. 

^he  stood  alone  in  all  her  beauty,  heightened 

perhaps  by   her  scanty  costume.     One  would 

have  said,  'twas  a  soul  escaped  from  Purgatory 

appearing  to  her  seducer  on  earth !  she  glared 

with  her  dark,  flashing  eyr>  on  the  assembled 

Monks.     Lactance   looked  askance.     She  ad- 

vanced  two  steps  towards  him  ;  her  wax-ligbt 

seeming  like  the  flaming  sword  of  an  offended 

Angel. 

'*  Silence,  thou  impudent  impostor,"  cried 
she  with  energy.  "  Urbain  Grandier  shall 
not  be  judged  this  day  by  thee.  1  see  his 
doom,  and  I  will  speak.  Thou !  thou  art  the 
infernal  demon  which  has  possessed  me — thou 
art  the  incarnate  devil  who  has  deceived  me.'' 

"  Woman,  the  evil  spirit  is  furious  within 
thee." 

*•  Say  rather  that  sincere  repentance  hath  en- 
lightened me.  Unhappy  Nuns  I  arise  I  speak ! 
Is  he  not  innocent  ?" 
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"  We  swear  he  is/*  cried  the  two  young 
sistersy  still  on  their  knees  and  dissolving 
afresh  in  tesLto,  for  thej  were  not  armed  by  so 
strong   a  resolution  as  their  superior. 

Poor  Agnes  had  scarcely  spoken  these  words 
when  turning  towards  the  multitude, 

"  Save  us  1  save  us !"  cried  she,  "  they  will 
punish  us  ;  they  will  put  us  to  death  I"  and 
catching  her  companion  Claire  by  the  arm, 
they  threw  themselves  amongst  the  crowd,  who 
received  them  with  a  shout.  A  thousand  men 
promised  protection— curses  were  vociferated— 
and  people  called  out  hoarsely.  No  one  dared 
to  interfere  while  they  passed  the  poor  Nuna 
from  one  to  the  other,  until  they  gained  the 
door  way  and  the  street,  and  disappeared. 

The  judges  were  petrified  at  this  extraordi- 
nary scene,  Laubardemont,  still  calm,  ordered 
the  guards  to  different  parts  of  the  hall,  and 
pointed  with  an  ominous  frown  at  the  group 
in  black.  The  accusers  looked  towards  the 
Alcove,  where   sat  the  Bishop  of  Poitiers; 
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but   they  foand   no  ^icouragement  from  his 
apathetic  oountenance ;   he  was  one  of  those 
poor  old  men  whom  death  despoils  ten  years 
before     animation    ceases ;    his    eyes    were 
bleared  and  half  closed;   his  gaping   mouth 
moved  convulsiyely,  and  he  uttered  a  few  un^ 
intelligible    words,    and     sank    back    into  a 
listless   mumbling  of  prayer,  and  passing  of 
beads  along  his  rosary.      He  had  previously 
to  the  trial  seen  enough  to  distinguish  which 
was  the  stronger  party,  and  to  side  accord- 
ingly, without  thinking  of  any  farther  conse- 
quences, and  he  had  signed  the  decree  of  the 
Doctors  of  Sorbonne,  who   had  declared  the 
Nuns  to  be  possessed  by  evil  spirits,  without 
imagining  that  that  act  had  anything  to  do 
with  the  trial  or  death  of  Urbain  Grandier. 

Father  Lactance  having  now  had  time  to 
recover  himself,  turned  towards  the  president, 
and  said, 

"  Now  have  we  a  clear  proof  thai  Heaven 
itself  enlightens  us*  on  the  certainty  of  the 
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superior  being  possessed  by  a  most  maligtiiuit 
demon ;  for  when  before  has  she  oast  aside 
the  modesty  of  her  sex,  or  the  austerity  of  her 
order.*' 

**  I  stand  here/'  exclaimed  Jeanne,  '^  a 
witness  before  the  whole  world.  I  court  hu- 
miliation on  earth  ;  for  Heaven  will  no  longer 
receive  me,  having  been  your  accomplice  iu 
crime." 

Laubardemont  broke  into  a  profuse  per- 
spiration ;  by  a  powerful  effort  he  controlled 
himself,  and  said, 

"  Woman,  what  an  absurd  tale  is  this  ? 
What  has  caused  this  madness  ?  * 

The  voice  of  the  young  superior  trembled ; 
she  gasped  for  breath,  nnd  regained  strength ; 
placing  her  hand  to  Iicr  breast  with  a  force, 
as  if  she  wished  to  tear  the  expression  from 
her  heart,  she  answered, 

*' What?  Alas!  'tis  love  T 

The  whole  assembly  started  Id  mute  sur- 
prise.    Urbain,  who  had  hitherto  remained  as 
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one  deady  slowly  revived,  and  fixing  his  eyes 
on  her,  became  conscious  again,  only  to  suffer 
yet  more  bitterly. 

The  young  superior  continued, 

**  Yes,  love,  which  he  has  ever  repelled ; 
but  the  strength  of  which  he  has  never  yet 
known.  Love — which  I  have  experienced  in 
listening  to  his  Heavenly  discourses.  Love, 
which  I  have  sought  in  the  angelic  expression 
of  his  eye.  Love,  tliat  grew  even  against  his 
heavy  reprobation.  Urbain  is  pure  as  an 
angeL  And  'tis  you,*^  added  she,  turning  to 
Lactance,  Barr6,  and  Mignon,  and  her  voice 
changing  from  one  of  deep  grief  to  that  of 
indignation,  ^^  'tis  you,  who  have  discovered 
the  secret  of  his  affections.  'Tis  you,  who 
have  too  cruelly  revenged  his  slights  to  me, 
by  murdering  my  rival  I  Oh!  what  faults 
have  I  not  committed?  You  nourished  my 
passion,  by  permitting:  me  to  see  him.  to 
receive  him  as  my  friend,  to  visit  him  as  my 
confessor.    The  crime   then   lies  with  you.' 
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She  was  silent  a  moment,  then  turning  sud- 
denly to  the  crowd,  she  exclaimed.  **  People, 
hear  me.  Ghrandier  is  innocent,'*  and  throwing 
herself  at  the  feet  of  the  accused,  cried, 
**  Holy  Martyr,  forgive  me.'* 

Urbain  raised  his  still  manacled  hands,  and 
giving  her  his  benediction,  said,  in  a  gentle 
voice, 

"  Peace  be  with  you,  my  sister,  I  forgive 
you,  in  the  name  of  Him,  whom  I  shall  soon 
behold.  Often  have  I  cautioned  you  that 
your  passions  would  be  your  eternal  ruin,  if 
you  did  not  turn  them  towards  Heaven." 

Laubardemont  turned  crimson. 

"  Wretch,"  said  he,  **  dare  you  pronounce 
the  words  of  the  Church  ?" 

"  Have  I  quitted  her  ?"  demanded  Urbain 
with  dignity. 

'*  Bear  off  this  wretched  female,"  said  Lau- 
bardemont to  the  guard;  when  they  attempted 
to  do  so,  they  perceived  she  had  pulled  the 
coid  so  violently  round  her  neck,  that  she  was 
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nearly  strangled.  Many  of  the  women  in  the 
hall  fled  in  dismay,  others  fainted,  but  the 
Court  remained  densely  crowded.  The  mul- 
titude closed  in  one  upon  the  other,  and  more 
people  from  the  street  pressed  on  into  the  in- 
terior of  the  building. 

The  president  gave  orders  to  clear  the  hall, 
but  the  popukce  remained  firm ;  seeing  the 
guard  was  not  sufficient,  he  rose  hastily,  and 
in  an  agitated  tone,  declared  that  the  coun- 
sellors were  about  to  retire  to  deliberate  on 
this  unexpected  occurrence ;  he  therefore  ad- 
journed the  Court  for  an  hour ;  but  the  people 
still  looked  on,  and  kept  their  ground,  stem, 
inflexible,  and  determined. 
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CHAPTER     V. 


THE   MARTYR. 


The  interest  of  this  one-sided  trial  increased 
as  it  advanced,  and  it  usurped  the  place  of  all 
other  conversation ;  a  few  general  shouts  and 
observations  were  now  and  then  heard,  hut 
without  producing  any  popular  effect,  each 
rather  endeavoured  to  scan  his  neighbour's 
thoughts  than  give  way  to  his  own  impressions, 
but  when  the  populace  was  left  to  itself,  the 
storm  burst  forth — a  few  loud  voices  were 
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heard  above   the   rest,  like  trumpets  in  an 
orchestra. 

In  the  times  we  are  writini;  of,  there  was  still 
sufficient  credulity  amongst  the  people,  so  that 
they  belieyed  all  the  mysterious  fables  promul- 
gated by  the  priesthood,  and  they  dared  not 
judge  according  to  the  evidence  of  their  senses : 
the  greater  part  of  the  crowd  now  assem- 
bled, looked  to  the  re-entry  of  the  judges 
with  dismay,  and  shaking  their  heads  and 
whispering  to  each  other  in  apparent  mystery, 
they  looked  the  picture  of  silly  fear ;  the  fol- 
lowing remarks  among  others,  showed  their 
state  of  feeling. 

"  One  does  not  know  what  to  think,  sirs — 
In  truth  these  are  wonderful  events— We  live 
in  strange  times.— I  had  my  own  opinion  in 
all  this,  but  really  one  does  not  know  now 
what  to  say —Who  lives  long  enoughjvvill  see — * 
idiotic  expressions  of  cowardly  spirits,  showing 
they  were  at  the  beck  of  the  first  clever  man 
who  would  deign  to  make  use  of  them ;  this 
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occurred  in  the  lower  Court,  but  near  the  group 
of  persons  in  black,  observations  were  made  in 
a  very  different  spirit. 

^'  Shall  we  endure  this ?  What?  have  they 
had  the  audacity  to  bum  our  letter  to  the 
King  ?  If  his  majesty  were  acquainted  with 
this — ^the  Impostors — the  wicked  Charlaliois, 
how  cleverly  their  con^iracy  is  managed. 
Murder  is  about  to  be  committed  before  our 
very  eyes,  and  we  are  afraid  to  interfere  to 
prevent  it.  But  no,  we  will  not  allow  this 
imposition  to  continue." 

The  youag  advocate  Foumier  made  himself 
conspicuous  by  mounting  a  bench  and  tearing 
into  a  thousand  fragments  the  papers  he  held 
in  his  liand»  and  cried  out  energetically, 

''  Thus  do  I  tear  and  throw  to  the  winds 
the  notes  I  had  prepared  in  favour  of  the  ac- 
cused, these  ijofamous  judges  have  suppressed 
aU  debate,  and  will  not  permit  me  to  epeak  in 
his  behalf;  I  oan  therefore  only  address  you. 
Oh !  people :— I  am  glad  of  it— you  have  now 
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seen  their  nefarious  practices;  Who  among 
them  would  have  listened  to  the  truth  ?  who 
worthy  to  hear  the  words  of  an  honest  man  ? 
to  support  his  look  of  virtuous  indignation  ? 
they  know  the  truth  full  well ;  the  facts  are 
implanted  in  their  breast,  and  codl  round  their 
guilty  conscience  like  serpents,  they  tremble 
in  their  strongholds,  where  they  are  now  perhaps 
preparing  to  sacrifice  their  yictim;  they  trem- 
ble, for  they  have  heard  the  testimony  of 
these  unhappy  women.  What  eloquence  of 
mine  could  have  equalled  that  of  those  wretched 
females?  in  what  other  way  could  I  have 
made  his  innocence  so  apparent  ?  Heaven 
itself  in  calling  them  to  repentance  and 
giving  them  strength  of  mind  to  confess  their 
heinous  wickedness,  has  declared  in  his  favor, 
and  Heaven  will  siurely  accomplish  its  own 
work." 

"  Vade  retro/  Satcma$r 

These  words  vociferated  by  several  persons 
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within  the  inner  room  were  beard    by  the 
crowd. 

**  Do  you  hear,"  continued  Foumier,  "  thoBc 
impious  wretches  parodying  divine  lan- 
guage I  they  are  now  surely  preparing  some 
new  device  to  torment  their  miserable  pri- 
soner." 

"  What  shall  we  do  ?  Lead  us  on — GKiide 
us  to  bim^"  shouted  those  near  him. 

^^  Remain  here,  iu  silence,"  replied  the 
young  advocate,  ^'  the  inertness  of  a  multitude 
is  powerful ;  wisdom  and  strength  are  in  that 
attitude.  Look  on  in  silence,  and  they  will 
fear  you,  for  they  will  fear  the  consequences 
of  their  own  acts  ** 

"  They  surely  dare  not  return,"  said  the 
Count  du  Lude. 

"  Oh  I  that  I  could  catch  that  villain  in  the 
scarlet  robe,"  cried  Grandferr^. 

"  And  the  poor  cur^,"  exclaimed  old  Guil- 
laume  le  Roux,  looking  at  his  excited  family, 
"  what  has  become  of  him  ?*' 
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These  young  men  were  whispering  to  each 
other ;  they  counted  the  number  of  the  guard, 
and  began  to  jeer  and  point  at  them  with  de- 
rision. 

Cinq  Mars,  stiU  leaning  against  the  piUar 
and  enveloped  in  his  cloak,  attentively  watched 
all  that  was  passine^ — he  did  not  lose  a  word — 
his  breast  was  filled  with  bitterness ;  strange 
emotions  of  vengeance  took  possession  of  him, 
and  an  undefined  feeling  of  sudden  strength 
shot  through  his  frame. 

To  the  right  of  the  great  Hall,  and  near  the 
platform  raised  for  the  judges,  a  number  of 
women  were  watching  a  child  about  eight  years 
old,  who,  aided  by  his  sister,  Martine,  had 
raised  himself  upon  a  cornice — this  child  was 
now  close  to  a  small  window,  which 
shed  a  light  round  the  hall,  and  where  he  ex- 
pected to  find  a  bird's  nest  or  some  other 
treasure  to  one  of  his  age,  but  when  he  was 
well  poised,  by  supporting  himself  against  the 
bar  of  an  old  shrine,  dedicated  to  St.  Jerome, 

VOL.     I.  G 
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oh !  I  am  sick/'  and  he  fell  into  the  arms  of 
the  young'  advocate,  who  came  up  at  that 
moment  with  Du  Lude  and  Cinq  Mars. 

"  Dues  stetit  in  synagoga  Deoirum — in  me- 
dio autem  Deus  dijndicat/'  chaunted  a  num- 
ber of  voices  in  a  nasal  twang — they  con- 
tinued louder  and  louder,  and  the  sound  of 
the  hammer  in  its  infernal  work  kept  time 
with  their  hellish  orgies. 

"Harkr    said  Foumier,  "he  speaks." 
The    blows  and  chaunting  ceased — a    faint 
voice  murmured — 

'*  Oh !  my  fathers,  moderate  your  torments 
— my  soul  is  in  despair — would  that  I  were 
dead.** 

The  patience  of  the  multitude  could  hold 
out  no  longer,  a  vast  shout  circulated  through 
the  whole  building,  the  men  rushed  furiously 
to«\'ards  the  platform,  and  forced  the  weak 
and  hesitating  guard  to  retire ;  the  unarmed 
populace  pressed  on,  and  a  dense  crowd  pre- 
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cipitated    iteelf   towards   the  apartment  from 
wbence  these  sounds  issued. 

*'They  are   gone,   they  have   carried  him 
ofi^'^  cried  out  a  man. 

This  declaration   caused    them  to    change 
their  purpose^  and  they  fled  quickly  from  this 
detestable  spot,  rushing  through  the  streets 
leading  to  the  principal  square  of  the  town. 
Night  had  closed  in  during  this  long  sitting,  and 
torrents  of  rain  were  falling— the  piercing  cries 
of  women,  who  slipped  on  the  pavement  or 
were  struck  foy  the  horses  o£  the  guard  in  their 
quick  flight — ^the  solemn  denunciations  of  the 
men — the  continued  pealing  of  the  church  bells 
— ^the  loud  knocking  of   the  workmen  com- 
pleting the  scaffold,   and  the  rumbling  of  dis- 
tant thunder,  all  added  to  the  terrible  disorder. 
Funereal  torches  were  posted  at  the  corners  of 
the   streets,  and  their  flickering  light  showed 
to  the  wondering  people  a  number  of  armed 
men  on  horse-back,  who  galloped  past  them 
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towards  the  square  of  Saint  Pierre ;  slates  and 
missiles  were  hurled  at  them  bj  the  popuUoe 
as  they  proceeded,  but  they  struck  the  innocent 
neighbours  —  confusion    became    worse   con- 
founded—when the  people  arriving  at  the  square 
called  "  Saint  Pierre  le  Marehj  "  found  it  en* 
tirely  barricaded  and  surrouuded  by  soldiers 
and  guards  on  horse-back.     Carts  joined  one 
to  the  other  formed  a  chain,  which  prevented 
all  passage,  and  sentinels  with  their  arquebuses 
and  lighted  matches  were  on  duty.  In  the  centre 
of  the  square,  a  scaffold,  supported  by  huge 
beams  placed  one  against  the  other  so  as  to 
form  a  square,  with  thinner  planks  laid  over 
them,  and  a  pile  of  wood  built  up  in  the  centre, 
met  the  eye ;   a  man  dressed  completely  in 
deep  red  garments  and  holding  a  torch  re- 
versed, stood  near  the  pile,  and  at  his  feet  was 
a  huge  chafing  dish,  covered  with  an  iron  plate» 
to  secure  the  fire  from  the  heavy  rain  which 
continued  to  falL    At  this  horrid  sight  all  was 
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tittshedy  and  for  a  few  moments  nothing  wai 
heard  bnt  the  falling  -  torrent  and  distant 
tfaonder. 

Cinq  Mars,  accompanied  by  the  Connt  du 
Lfude ;  the  advocate  Foumier  and  other  consi* 
deraUe  men  of  the  town,  etood|ander  the  portico 
of  the  church  of  Saint  Croix,  sheltered  from 
the  tempest.  Iliifl  portico  was  raised  twenty 
steps  above  the  ground;  the  scafibld  was  in 
front  of  ihem,  and  from  this  altitude  every- 
Aing  in  the  square  was  distinctly  visible.  As 
yet,  however,  there  was  room  enough — the 
windows  of  the  surrounding  houses  became 
lighted  up  by  degrees,  and  the  figures  of  men 
and  women  were  seen  gradually  to  fiH  the 
balconies. 

Young  Effiat  looked  at  this  scene  with  poignant 
melancholy ;  —brought  np^in  principles  of  the 
atrietest  honor,  and  ignorant  of  those  terrific 
passions  whiek  hate  and  ambition  give  birth 
to  in  the  heart  of  man,  he  comprehended  not 
that  such  immense  preparations  could  have 
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been  made  without  some  adequate  motive  ; 

the  audacity  of  such    a    condemnation    ap-* 

peared    so    impossible    that,    he    began    al* 

most  to  justify  the    proceedings  in    his  own 

mind ;   he  almost  forgot  the  interest  that  the 

wretched  cur6  had  inspired  him  with»  in  the 

attempt  to  ascertain  if  it  were  not  possible 

that  some  hidden  intelligence  with  the  great 

enemy  of  mankind^  lately  discovered,  had  not 

justly  provoked  such  excessive  severity ;  and 

the  public  confession  and  testimony  of  the 

nuns,  and  the  conversation  of  his  old  tutor 

faded  in  his  memory ;  so  powerful  is  success^ 

even  to  the  most  intelligent  minds  I    It  is  thus 

physical  force  imposes  on  man,  notwithstand- 

iug  the  voice  of  reason. 

Our  young  traveller  had  already  asked  him- 
self if  it  were  not  probable  that  the  rack  had 
forced  from  the  poor  sufferer  some  dreadful 
avowal,  when  the  windows  of  the  great  church 
became  suddenly  illumined.  By  the  light  of 
an  infinite  number  of  torches,  the  judges  and 
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ecclesiastics,  surrounded  by  the  guard,  were 
seen  slowly  to  emerge  from  the  porch ;  in  the 
midst  was  their  poor  victim  Urbain  Grandier, 
supported  or  rather  carried  by  six  men,  dressed 
in  the  guise  of  penitents ;  his  bandaged  and 
bleeding  limbs  were  crushed  and  i^otionless. 
It  was  but  two  hours  ago  Cinq  Mars  had  seen 
him,  a  noble  and  intellectual  man;— it  was 
barely  possible  to  recognize  in  the  crippled 
wretch  before  him,  the  once  handsome  and 
dignified  Urbain  Grander  ; — all  color  had  dis- 
appeared from  his  face— a  frightful  paleness 
had  spread  itself  over  his  yellow  shining  skin — 
the  blood  had  receded  from  the  veins — his 
black  eyes  were  distended  to  double  their 
usual  size,  and  gave  only  feeble  signs  of  life, 
his  long,  brown  hair  was  scattered  about  his 
neck  in  great  disorder,  and  hung  over  a  coarse, 
linen  shirt  which  entirely  concealed  his  body 
and  culprit-habit,with  its  large,  hanging  sleeves ; 
it  was  of  a   dirty  yellow  color,  and    smelt 

a  5 
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strongly  of  sulphur;  a  cord  waa  knotted  round 
his  neck  and  fell  carelessly  on  his  breast. 

The  miscreants  made  a  pause  widi  the  body 

^  of  the  Curdj  near  the  portico  of  the  church ;  the 

capuchin,  Lactance,  placed  in  his  helpless  himd 

a  buming^rchy  and  held  it  there  by  force ;  he 

then  cried  out— 

^^  Confess  I  and  ask  pardon  of  the  Almighty 
for  thy  crime  of  heresy  I** 

The  poor  wretch,  with  difficulty  raised  his 
voice,  and  with  his  eyes  turned  to  Heaven,  said 
in  an  audible  tone — 

'*  In' the  name  of  the  living  Ood,  Laubarde- 
mont,  thou  cruel  and  unrighteous  judge.  I 
bid  thee  meet  me  three  years  hence  I  Alas ! 
my  confessor  has  been  removed.  I  myself  have 
been  obliged  to  pour  forth  my  sins  into  the  ear 
of  the  most  High  I— I  call  God  to  witness  I 
have  never  practised  sorcery;  the  only  mysteries 
I  have  known,  are  those  of  the  Boman  Catholic 
Faith,  in  which  I  die.      I  have  sinned  much 
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against  myaelf,  but  never  agwiBt  my  God  and 
his  blesaed  Soxi^  dor  Lord !" 

**  Bla^keme  not,  siAroerer  T  cried  the  capu- 
chin, endesEvormg  to  silence  him;  *^Hard 
hearted  wretdi  I  return  to  the  demon  who  sent 
yon  on  earth  I* 

He  made  a^  sign  to  four  ptiests,  who,  ap- 
prooehed  with  holy  water  to  purify  the  air  the 
sorcerer  breathed— the  ground  he  touched,  and 
the  i»le  which  was  to  Imm  hinu 

Daring  this  ceremony,  Houmaio,  the 
pleader,  read  the  sentence  hastily,  which  sen- 
teace  is  still  found  among  the  aorohiTes  of  the 
times,  and  bears  date,  the  18th  of  August, 
li39,  declaring,  ^  that  Urbun  Gxandier,  was 
doly  tried  and  found  gnilty  of  the  crimes  of 
sorcery  and  wxtchcraft,  and  of  practiaing  hia 
devifish  arts  ou  certain  Ursuline  Nuns  of  Lou- 
dnn,  and  on  other  persons." 

Houmain,  while  reading,  was  almost  blinded 
by    a     flash    of     lightning  ;    and    turning 
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towards  the  President  Laubardemon  t,  he  Buggea^ 
ted  that,  considermg  the  state  of  public  feeling^ 
and  the  weather,  the  execution  should  be  defer* 
red  until  the  next  daj  ;  but  he  was  answered 
sternly. 

^  The  decree  directs  that  execution  should 
take  place  within  twenty-foulr  hours  I  And 
fear  not  thou,  the  incredulous  people ;  they 
shall  soon  be  convinced.  It  is  imposdble 
that  the  sorcerer  can  pronounce  the  name  of 
his  Saviour,  and  yet  refuse  to  kiss  his  holy 
cross — observe  I" 

Lactance  now  retired,  but  inunediately  re- 
appeared from  amongst  the  penitents  bearing  a 
huge  iron  cross,  which  he  carried  aloft  with 
veneration ;  he  brought  it  gradually  down  to 
the  lips  of  the  poor  cur€ ;  who,  in  truth,  started 
back  and  raising  his  arm  with  sudden 
energy,  thrust  it  from  him,  and  it  feU  to  the 
ground. 

**  See  I**  cried  the  monk,  "  there  is  the  proof 
of  his  devilish  crimes ;  he  has  thrown  down  the 
Crucifix  r 
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A  murmur  of  indignation  ran  through  the 
ibly- 

'^  Profanation  V  shouted  the  ecdesiastics. 

They  now  raised  the  body  of  their  Tictimj 
and  continued  the  procession  towards  the 
seaffold. 

Cinq  MarSy  having  glided  behind  a  pillarj 
had  observed  all  that  took  place  with  a  quick 
eye  ;  he  saw  that  the  crudfix  falling  on  some 
of  the  steps  more  exposed  to  the  rain  than 
the  others^  had  begun  to  smoke  and  produced 
a  hissing  sound;  while  general  attention  was 
directed  towards  the  procession,  he  touched 
the  crucifix  with  his  hand,  and  it  burned 
him  violently ;  with  the  most  intense  indig- 
nation, he  raised  it  with  the  folds  of  his 
mantle,  and  rushing  towards  Laubarde- 
mont,  struck  him  with  it  across  the  fore- 
head. 

"  Crafty  villain  1"  cried  he,  "  carry  for 
ever  about  thee,  the  mark  of  this  heated  cru- 
cifix P' 
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The  popnlaoe  oeeiiig  Hm,  «Bd  heacmg  the 
remark,  at  once  perceived  the  impoaiti0ii  iimt 
had  beett  attempted  to  be  paractifled  on 
them  —  tfiejr  raiiBed  an  umTersal  cry  of  dis- 
gnst. 

"  Arrest  this  maniac  T  cried  the  unworthy 
nngistrate ;  bvt  die  order  was  givea  in  vain, 
for  he  himself  was  seized  by  a  ntmber  of  ia^ 
^vidnals  who  called  out— 

**  Justice  I  jnstiee  I  in  the  name  of  the 
kingP 

''We  are  lost  T  escdaamed  I^actance^  ^*  To 
the  scaflfold— to  the  scaffold  T 

The  penitents  dragged  Urbain  onwards, 
and  the  jn^es  and  officers  returned  to  the 
chforch,  closing  the  doors  against  the  infu- 
riated pc^nlace ;  the  execotioDer  bad  not  even 
time  to  bind  his  victim  according  to  custom, 
but  seized  him  and  threw  him  on  the  pile 
with  violence,  and  immediately  applied  the 
torch;  bat  the  rain  t^Sil  fell  in  tocrenls, 
and  each  attempt  to  set  fire  to.  the  scaffold 
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In  rain  Laotasoe  and  04Miie  of  the 
other  monks  lent  their  aid^nothing  could  con-* 
qner  ibe  effsct  of  the  deacendisg  ndn. 

By  thie  time  the  uproar,  which  had  begun 
at  the  portico  of  the  oharch,  extended  to  all 
— the  cry  of  ^'Justice I  justice  T  was  repeated 
everywhere,  coupled  with  the  recital  of  the  di^* 
covery  of  the  heated  crucifix ;  two  of  the  bar- 
ricades were  gained  poflaeBsion  of  by  the 
pec^e ;  and  notwithstanding  the  exertions  of 
the  guard  to  keep  their  pbces^  they  were 
obliged  to  retire  towards  the  centre  of  the 
square.  In  vain,  they  attempted  to  beat  back 
the  crowd  by  prancing  their  horses  among 
them ;  they  still  advanced ;  half  an  hour  passed 
iu  this  fearful  struggle—the  guard  c<mtinuing 
slowly  to  retreat  towards  the  scaflEbld. 

**  Quick— quick  I  Now,  we  will  deliver 
him  r  said  one,  ^  Do  not  strike  the  soldiers— 
but  advance  steadily— they  must  retire  before 
us  I  Gt)d  will  aid  us  I  See,  the  flames 
are  extinguished  I  Once  more  forward,  friends, 
on— on  r 
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The  guard  gave  way  on  all  sides— the 
people  olixnbed  up  and  threw  themselves  upon 
the  scaffold;  but  there  was  no  one  there  on 
whom  they  could  .wteak  their  vengeance-*- 
even  the  executioner  had  disappeared;  they 
tore  up  the  planks;  one  of  them  was  still 
burning,  and  its  lurid  light  showed,  by  the  side 
of  an  ensauguined  heap  of  ashes,  a  hand 
blackened  in  the  fire,  but  preserved  from 
destruction  by  an  enormous  iron  chain  and 
manades— a  woman  had  the  courage  to  re- 
move them— she  found  the  fingers  were  firmly 
clasped  together,  and  a  small  ivory  cross, 
with  the  image  of  Saint  Madelaine  within 
the  palm. 

^'  Is  this,  then,  all  that  remains  of  Urbain 
Grandier  ?''  said  she. 

^'  Alas !  they  are  the  relics  of  a  holy  mar- 
tyr,'* answered  Fournier,  in  the  deepest 
grief. 
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CHAPTER   VL 


THE  DBBAIL 


Just  at  the  termination  of  the  extraordinary 
scenes  depicted  in  the  last  chapter^  Cinq 
Mars  felt  himself  seized  by  an  iron  grasp ; 
he  was  dragged  through  the  crowd  in  the 
most  unceremonious  manner^  and  thrust  be- 
hind the  wall  of  the  churchy  before  he  was 
able  to  make  the  slightest  resistance.  This  was 
done  by  Grandchamp,  who  now,  in  no  plea* 
sant  moodi  took  his  young  master  to  task. 
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^'  1*11  tell  you  what,  mj  young  master 
Henri,  it's  nothing  to  have  attacked  twenty 
or  thirty  of  the  cardinal's  guard  in  the  wood 
at  Chaumont,  because  we  were  all  near 
without  your  being  aware  of  it;  but  to  ea> 
pose  yourself  as  you  have  done  just  now, 
won't  do,  I  can  tell  you  I  Come,  sir,  here 
are  your  horses  and  attendants;  fly  as  fast 
as  you  can,  and  let  me  return  in  all  haste 
to  your  honored  mother.  I  consider  myself 
responsible  to  her  for  the  soundness  of  your 
limbs,  and  cannot  allow  you  to  to  expose  them 
in  this  manner." 

Cinq  Mars,  although  not  a  little  astonished 
at  this  rough  treatment,  was  not  sorry  to 
have  escaped  thus  easily  from  the  crowd, 
when  he  recollected  the  danger  he  would 
run  in  being  recognised  as  the  person  who  had 
Struck  the  President  of  the  Judicial  Court, 
who  was,  moreover,  the  secret  agent  of  the 
all  powerful  cardinal ;  he  did  not  fail  to  ob- 
serve that  he  had  been  surrounded  by  the 
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^ery   dregs   of  the  people,  among  whom  he 
^oxdd  blush  to  be  seen;  he,  therefore,  received 
the  obserYations  of  his  old  domestic  in  silence ; 
he  soon  perceived  his  other  attendants  at  a 
short  Stance.     In  spite  of  the  rain  and  wind, 
he  bestrode  his  horse,  and  was  soon  on  the  high 
road,  qoiokening  his  pace  for  fear  of  being  ob- 
served and  followed :  at  each  step  hie  horse  sank 
deep  into  the  heavy  sandy  road,  and  he  was 
obliged    to   slacken    his    speed  ;    his    cloak 
was    completely    saturated    with     the     rain 
—he  felt  it  gradually  drawn  off  and  another 
thrown  across  his  shoulders,  this  was  an  at- 
tention   of  his    careftil    old    servant,    who 
watched    him    with    almost  a  paternal  soli- 
citude. 

**  Well,  Grandchamp,  now  that  we  are  well 
out  of  this  turmoil,  tell  me  how  you  discovered 
me ;  especially,  when  I  desired  you  to  remain 
with  the  Abb£  Quillet  T 

^  Now,  do  you  think.  Master  Henri,  that  I 
intend  to  obey  you,  any  more  than  I  did  your 
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late  honored  father  ?  If  you  do,  I  must  tell 
you,  you  are  greatly  mistaken  I  When  the  old 
gentlemen  went  to  battle,  he  used  always  to  desire 
me  to  remain  in  his  tent— but  he  was  never  sorry 
to  see  me  standiog  near  him ;  for  if  his  horse 
were  shot  under  him,  there  was  another  always 
ready  to  mount,  and  he  only  scolded  from  habit ; 
but  I  must  say,  I  certainly  never  saw  him  play 
such  tricks  as  you  have  done  this  fortnight  I  If 
this  is  to  go  on,  I  don't  know  what  will  become 
ofusP 

'*  But  did  you  not  observe,  that  those  hy- 
pocrites had  heated  the  crucifix  I  Surely, 
any  man  of   honour  would    have    acted    as 

I  did  r 

"  Except  one,  perhaps." 

"  And  who  is  that,  pray  ?* 

''  No  one  that  is,  sir.  I  mean  your  late 
honored  father.  He!  he  would  have  allowed 
the  whole  knot  of  them  to  burn  together, 
before  he'd  have  interfered.  Judges,  accusers, 
president^  prisoner  and  people  I     He  would 
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just  have  said  to  me,  '  Grandobamp,  take  care 
mj  horses  have  plenty  of  oats ;  or,   Grand- 
champ,  mind  the  rain  doesn't  rust  my  sword ; 
or,  Grandchamp,  see  that  the  priming  of  my 
pistols  is  dry  I*     For  look'ye,  sir,  your  good 
father  thought  of  everything,  and  never  med^ 
died  with  what  did  not  concern  him  I     That 
was  his  great  principle,  and  I  recommend  it  to 
your  especial  notice— he  was  as  good  a  soldier 
as  he    was  a  general ;  but  he  would  not  have 
risked  his  life,  alone,  against  thirty  gruff  men 
at  arms,  with  only  a  small  toasting  fork  of  a 
sword,  as  one  most  courageous  gentlemen  did 
a  while  ago  —not  he,  indeed  1" 

Cinq  Mars  gave  the  old  man  credit  for  the 
soundness  of  his  remarks ;  he,  indeed,  had  per- 
ceived that  he  was  followed  by  his  faithful  ser- 
vant at  the  wood  of  Chaumont ;  but  he  did  not 
make  any  remark,  as  it  might  have  caused  him 
to  explain  why  he  was  there,  or  obliged  him  to 
command  the  strictest  secrecy  ;  both  of  which 
acts,  would  have  seemed  to  established  a  fami- 
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liarity  between  himself  and  Grandchamp— he 
now  put  spurs  ta  his  horse,  as  well  to  increase 
its  pace,  as  to  place  himself  beyond  the  power 
of  hearing  any  further  remarks  of  his  old  ser- 
vant; this  respectable  functionary,  however, 
began  to  mutter  to  himself — 

'^  Does  he  think  now,   I  shall  let  him  go 
where  he  likes  without  seeing  after  him,  in- 
deed I     No,  no  I  I  have  too  much  respect  for 
the    family.       Likely   indeed  I    that   I   shall 
put  it  into  the  power  of  Madame  la  Mar^hale 
to  say,  ^  Grandchamp,  my  son  has  been  killed 
by  a  musket-shot — why  were  you  not  there  to 
receive  the   ball  in  his  stead;'    or,  perhaps, 
^  Grandchamp,  my  son  has  been  wounded  by 
an  Italian  bravo,   while  he  was  serenading  a 
youthful  beauty  under  a  window — why  did  you 
not  arrest  the  villain  I'    No,  no  I  that  would 
never  do ;  so  I  will  e'en  keep  a  sharp  look  out 
for  you,  my  young  master." 
And  he  rode  close  up  to  his  side  again.  Cinq 
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MarSy  finding  it  was    useless  to  avoid  him, 
asked — 

^'  Wbat  is  that  dark  figure  apparently  walk- 
ing near  us,  Grandchamp  ?** 

^  Oh !  some  poor  creature-^some  miserable 
peasant  begging,  no  doubt,  sir.  We  can*t  get 
out  of  her  way  either,  for  in  this  confounded 
sandy  road,  our  horses  can  scarcely  move  faster 
than  a  walk.  But  where  shall  we  put  up  for 
the  niglt,  Monsieur  Henri?  Perhaps  you 
would  like  to  bivouac  in  the  fields ;  if  so,  I  can 
make  yon  a  comfortable  bed  with  branches  of 

trees  1" 

"  No ;  I  would  rather  go  on  to  that  light  I 
perceive  yonder  in  the  distance ;  for  I  feel 
heated  and  feverish ;  but  retire  Grandchamp, 
go    to  Jyour  fellow   servants.      I  wish  to  be 

alone  T 

Deeply  affected  by  the  various  occurrences 
of  the  day,  young  Effiat  was  exceedingly 
fatigued  in  body  and  mind ;  and  the  icy-chilli- 
ness of  the  night  joined  to  the  burning  heat  of 
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the  post  day ^comple ted  their  effect  on  his  youthful 
limbs. 

For  three  hours  he  proceeded,  without  seem- 
ing to  approach  nearer  to  the  light ;  he  then 
ceased  to  look  for  it ;  becoming  drowsy,  his 
head  sank  on  his  breast— the  reins  fell  across 
the  horse's  neck,  and  with  his  arms  folded,  his 
master  allowed  it  to  take  its  own  course. 
Soothed  by  this  monotonous  motion,  the  young 
man  gave  himself  up  to  deep  reflection ;  he 
asked  himself  whether  it  was  not  most  probable 
his  brilliant  hopes  would  fly  from  him  from 
day  to  day,  like  that  ignis  fatuus  before  him  I 
Was  it  prcbable  that  a  young  princess,  recalled 
almost  by  command,  to  the  gay  Court  of  Anne 
of  Austria,  could  possibly  refuse  the  hand,  per- 
haps of  royalty  itself,  which  might  be  offered  her. 
What  weakness,  then,  in  him  to  cherish  a  hope 
that  she  would  renounce  a  crown  to  await  a 
chance  which  might  realize  his  romantic  hopes, 
and  raise  him  to  the  eminence  he  desired. 
What  had  even  proved  that  the  protestations 
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of  Marie  de  Gonzagues  were  sincere  ?  Alas ! 
perhaps,  she  has^  unknowingly,  entangled  her- 
self in  the  chains  of  Love  I  Solitude  and  the 
peaceful  country,  may  have  prepared  her 
young  heart  to  receive  deep  and  powerful  im- 
pressions ! 

**  It  was  at  this  moment,'*  continued  he,  fol- 
lowing his  thoughts  in  speech,  "  I  happened  to 
return  home,  and  she,  perhaps,  then  thought  I 
was  the  beau  ideal  of  her  daily  dreams.  Alas ! 
our  youth  and  inexperience,  have  accomplished 
the  rest;  hut,  when  by  frequent  intercourse 
with  the  queen,  she  will  have  gained  experi- 
ence at  Court,  and  fully  understands  the  im- 
practicability of  my  attaining  the  greatness  I 
aspire  to,  when  she  is  in  the  actual  enjoyment  of 
brilliant  society,  and  perceives  the  immeasur- 
able distance  between  us,  when  she  hears  so 
many  flattering  tongues  pour  into  her  ear  the 
same  vows  I  have  dared  to  whisper  ;  and  per^ 
haps,  by  those  whose  slightest  word,  would 
ensure  my  destruction ;  she  will,  too  soon,  per- 

VOL.   L  H 
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*cem  her  affection  for  me  to  be  a  folly,  and  tax 
me  with  undue  preBumption^  in  haying  looked 
80  high.  Oh,  fool !  madman,  that  I  have  been  !*' 

Thus  it  was  that  Doubts  that  great  enemy  to 
loTe,  began  to  lacerate  the  youthful  heart  of 
Cinq  Mars.  He  felt  his  heated  blood  msh  to 
his  brain;  his  head  dropped  on  the  horse^s 
neck,  and  he  half  closed  his  eyes;  his 
frame  was  indeed  exhausted  —  the  Wack 
yew  trees  on  either  side  of  the  road  appeared 
like  gigantic  phantoms  flitting  about  him; 
he  observed,  or  thought  he  observed,  the  same 
female  form  of  whom  he  had  asked  Grand- 
champ  a  question,  approach,  snatch  at  his 
cloak,  and  then  fly  away  with  a  shriek. 
The  sandy  road  seemed  like  a  meandering 
stream,  to  whose  source  he  was  haslening; 
his  mind  indeed  was  wandering;  his  e^es 
closed  involuntarily,  and,  still  continuing  hie 
journey,  he  became  insensible  to  all  ajx>und  him. 

After  a  time  he  felt  himself  suddenly  halt, 
and  he  shivered  with  intense  cold;   his  dim 
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perceptionB     allowed     him    to     catch     the 
figures  of  peasants,  flambeanz,  an  old  build- 
ings   a    large    chamber,  to    which    he    was 
carried;    a  bed,  whose   curtains   were  being 
drawn    dose  bj  Grandchamp,  and  he  again 
fell  into  a  state  of  insensibility,  shaking  from 
Tiolent   fever   which  now  racked  his  brain. 
Yimous  images  passed  through  his  mind  with 
the    rapidity  of    lightning;    he    continually 
changed  his  position  on  the  bed,  but  found  no 
relief.      Urbain  Grandier    at  the   rack-  -^his 
mother  in  tears — his  tutor  completely  armed, 
BassompiSrre  in  chains,  each  passed  by,  bidding 
him   an    eternal    adieu.      He    unccmsciously 
pressed     his     hand     to     his     head,    which 
eeemed  to  fix  the  dream  in  his    wandering 
brain !    A  public  square,  filled  with  strangers, 
now  rose  in  his  mind — a  people  from  the  north 
shouted  with  ferocious  joy,  a  strong  guard  of 
fierce  soldiers  kept  the  ground,  and  they  ap- 
peared to  be  of  the  French  nation. 
^'  Come  with   me,"   murmured   Marie  de 
H  3 
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Gonzague  in  a  gentle  tone,  taking  him  by  tlie 
hand.  **  Dost  thou  not  perceive  I  wear  *  a 
diadem  f  This  is  thy  throne.  Come !"  She 
led  him  on,  and  the  populace  continued  to 
shout. 

He  walked— oh  I  how  far  did  be  not  seem 
to  walk  I 

"  Why  art  thou  melancholy,  dear  Marie  ? 
If  a  queen,  why  should  thou  be  sad  ?*'  but  she 
was  pale,  and  without  answering,  smiled  coldly 
on  him. 

She  mounted  a  few  steps,  and  seated  herself 
on  a  throne. 

'*  Bise,''  said  she,  assisting  him  with  all  her 
strength;  but  his  feet. cleaved  to  the  ground, 
and  he  could  not  move.  ^^  Return  thanks  to 
mighty  Love  for  this  victory,"  said  she ;  and 
with  sudden  energy  raised  him  beside  her. 

He  bowed  low  to  kiss  her  loved  and  sup- 
porting hand ;  he  started  wildly ;  it  was  that 
of  an  executioner. 

"  Oh  Heaven !"  cried  Cinq  Mars,  suddetdy 
awaking,  and  sighing  deeply. 
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The  lamp  threw  a  flickering  light  across  the 
iK)om;  when  he  unclosed  his  eyes;  but  he  thought 
'  ke  was  still  dreaming,  for  he  perceived,  sitting 
at  the  foot  of  the  bed,  a  figure  of  a  beautiful 
Nnn  dressed  in  black;  he  looked  again 
and  fixing  his  eyes  steadily  on  those  of  the 
female,  he  saw  at  once  that  it  was  the  superior 
of  the  Convent  of  the  Ursulines— but  oh  ! 
how  changed !  It  was  indeed  the  same  figure 
which  followed  him  along  the  road;  but  by 
the  expression  of  her  eye,  he  perceived  her 
senses  were  wandering. 

*^  Ha !  Jeanne  de  Belfiel,''  cried  he,  ^'  what 
in  Heaven's  name  brings  you  here  ?  Unhappy 
woman — speak  I^' 

"  Hush!  awake  not  my  Urbain !  he  is  in 
the  adjoining;  chamber.  Ah!  see  how  deluged 
I  am  with  rain,  and  my  feet  too  are  covered 
with  mud ;  but  my  vow  is  registered  above. 
I  will  not  wash  them  until  after  I  shall  have 
seen  the  King,  and  obtained  pardon  for  my 
UrbaizL     I  seek  the  army.     I  will  plead,  as 
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Grandier  himself  has  taught  me  I  and  the 
King  shall  pardon  him;  but  shall  I  ask  pardon 
for  you  also,"  continued  she,  **  for  I  see  hj 
the  lines  of  your  face  you  are  condemned  to 
an  earl  J  death.  Alas  I  you  are  too  young  to 
die;  but  the  man  you  have  dishonored  will 
surely  accomplish  his  revenge." 

And  poor  Jeanne  began  to  chaunt  the 
funeral  service.  Suddenly  the  door  opened. 
She  rose,  and  flew,  with  the  swiftness  of  an 
arrow,  through  an  opening  in  the  tapestry. 

*^  What  is  all  this  Y*  cried  Grrandchamp,  for 
it  was  he.  **  Who  may  this  be,  I  wonder,  in 
my  master's  bed-room,  chaunting  away  ?** 

But  his  master  did  not  answer;  his  servant 
looked  steadily  at  him,  and  seeing  that  his 
color  was  greatly  heightened,  and  that  he  ap- 
peared Agitated,  he  caught  up  a  laige  ewer 
filled  with  cold  water,  and  without  ceremony, 
dashed  it  over  him ;  this  remedy,  i  la  miliiaire, 
for  all  complaints,  did  not  fail  in  its  effect 
on  his  master,  for  he  started  up  suddenly. 
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^'Ahl  Grandofaamp,  is  that  jon?  what 
liiMrrid  dreams  I  have  had.'' 

''  Indeed,  mj  good  young  master,  jour  last 
dream  seems  to  have  been  a  very  pretty 
dream.  I  saw  the  tidl  of  it,  at  any  rate  I 
and  I  think  you  are  very  happy  in  your  ehoiee 
aS  a  sabject." 

**  What  mean  your 

^*  Ah  I  ha!  I  have  eyes  as  well  as  other 
peojde;  but  ill  as  you  are^  Ohl  for  shame 
Master  BLenril  your  late  honored  and  much 
respected  father  never— -" 

'*  What  are  you  talking  about,  you  old  fool  ? 
Give  me  drink,  for  I  am  suffocated  with 
thirst.  Oh!  wh4t  a  night  have  I  passed;  I 
think  I  see  those  women  now.'' 

*'  Hiose  women  I  why  how  many  were 
there,  I  wonder  ?"    . 

'^  'Tis  a  dream,  dolt ;  why  don't  you  give 
me  drink?" 

^  Oh  I  my  dear  master,  I  have  nothing  to 
do  with  it ;  but  a  whole  Seraglio  in  one  dream. 
Here^  Germaiiiy  Louis,  Etienne." 
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*' Directly,"  shouted  the  landlord  frdm 
below,  **  they  are  just  gone  after  the  mad 
woman." 

**  Mad  woman  T  cried  Cinq  Mars,  "  what 
mad  woman  ?'* 

The  landlord  now  entered  the  room,  and 
taking  off  his  cotton  night-cap,  answered 
respectfully. 

"  'Tis  nothing,  Monseigneur,  only  a  poor 
woman  out  of  her  senses,  who  came  here  last 
Qight  on  foot,  and  whom  I  put  into  the  next 
room  to  yours,  but  she  has  escaped,  and  they 
are  gone  in  pursuit  of  her." 

**  What  then,"  said  Cinq  Mars  to  himself, 
''  is  it  really  true  ?  and  the  Mar^chale,  and — * 
Ah,  no — no !  it  is  impossible !  what  a  horrid 
dream  I  leave  me  I"  and  he  sank  again  on  the 
bed  exhausted. 

The  landlord,  with  a  glance  at  Grandchamp, 
significantly  tapped  his  forehead  three  time&^ 
the  faithful  domestic  knit  his  brow  in  answer, 
and  thrust  him  out  of  the  room ;  then  sat  himself 
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liown  xMsar  the  bed  for  the  remainder  of  the 
night.  He  soon  had  the  satisfaction  of  perceiving 
his  master  in  a  profound  sleep,  and  gently 
covering  him  up  with  the  bed  clothes,  he 
amused  himself  with  squeezing  lemons  into  a 
large  jug  with  as  much  seriousness  as  Archi*^ 
medes  exhibited  when  calculating  the  degree 
of  heat  emanating  from  the  reflection  of  a 
lamp  in  a  looking  glass. 


n$ 
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CHAPTER    VIL 


THE  PRIME  minister's  CABINET. 


Let  us  leave  our  yousg  traveller  to  his  repose 
—we  shall  soon  see  him  pursuing  a  most 
brilliant  career ;  and  as  we  are  at  liberty  to 
cast  our  eyes  all  over  the  map^  let  us  fix  them 
on  the  City  of  Narbonne«  Here,  before  us, 
not  far  from  this  town^  the  bluish  waves  and 
sandy  shore  of  the  Mediterranean  are  percep*- 
tible ;  let  us  follow  the  course  of  this  uneven 
and  obscure  street^  mount  the  steps  of  the 
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SKib-bidiop's  palace,  and  enter  the  largest  of 
its  aalooDfl-- it  was  of  great  lengthy  and  received 
its  li^it  from  a  number  of  high  gothic  windows 
of  which  the  npper  part  only  had  preserved 
their  stained  glass,  which  shed  a  dim  shadow 
^ng  the  room.  An  enormous  round  table 
filled  the  whole  width  of  the  apartment  from 
the  mantel-piece;  at  this  table,  which  was 
covered  with  a  green  doth,  and  literally  groan- 
ing under  the  weight  of  books  and  papers,  sat 
eight  secretaries,  bending  over  their  pens, 
and  occupied  in  copying  letters  which  were 
handed  to  them  from  a  smaller  one  dose  by ; 
other  persons  were  arranging  papers  in  the 
recesses  of  a  large  book-case,  stepping  with 
the  greatest  care  on  the  carpet  laid  down  on 
the  floor,  for  fear  of  making  the  slightest 
ndse.  Kotwithstanding  that  so  many  persons 
were  present,  the  wings  of  a  fly  in  the  air 
might  have  been  almost  heard.  The  only  in- 
terroptions  to  this  monotonous  silence  were 
oooasioned   by   the   sound   of  pens   reapi^j 
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moving  over  paper^  and  by  a  sharp  voice 
dictating,  which  was  now  and  then  interrupted 
by  a  short  hectic  cough ;  this  voice  emanated 
&om  a  person  sitting  in  a  capacious  ann-chair 
near  the  fire^  which  was  burning  briskly,  not- 
withstanding the  heat  of  the  weather.  This 
seat. was  in  truth  one  of  those  immense  arm- 
chairs,  still  to  be  observed  in  some  old  castles,, 
and  made  apparently  on  purpose  to  dose  in, 
however,  interesting  the  work  in  which  the. 
occupier  was  employed.  All  the  minutios  for 
tbe  enjoyment  •.  of  perfect  indolence  had  been 
attended  to — a  down  pillow  supported  the 
back ;  if  the  head  leaned  on  either  side,  it 
reclined  against  soft  cushions,  and  the 
cover  of  the  seat  hung  over  so  much,  that  it 
was  clear  the  handicraftsmen  had  formed  it 
expressly  that  the  book  ii  the  hand  of  the 
reader  might  fall  without  the  slightest,  noise 
at  th^  moment  his  eyes  closed  to  give  himself 

m 

up  to  such  an  enjoyment ;    but  let  us  hiMiten 
tQ  defiCtihe  t)ie  man,   who  now. occupied  iU^ 
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is  forehead  was  capadous ;   his  hair  white } 
he  had  expreamve  large  eyes,  a  pale,  slender 
fiice,  to  which. a  small  pointed    white  beard 
gave  that  look   of  finesse  so  remarkable  in 
the  portraits  of  this  reign;   a  mouth  almost 
without  lips,  (and  we  nmst  confess  that  Lava* 
ter  deems  this  an  infallible  sign  of  a  bad  dis- 
position), surmounted  hj  two  little  grey  mous-* 
taches,  and  a  tuft    called  a  ^'  royale^"  then 
much  in- fashion,  which,  to  be  complete,  took 
the  form  of  a  comma;   he  wore  a  red  skull 
oap,    a    huge   robe  de  chambre,   and    purple 
silk     stockings.      This    old    man    was     no 
other    than  Armand    Duplessis,  Cardinal  de 
Richelieu. 

Four  youths  from  the  age  of  fifteen  to 
twenty  were  near  him  at  the  small  table— > 
they  were  termed  "  familiars"  in  those  days, 
being  equivalent  to  our  pages.  The  younger 
branches  of  gentlemen  of  the  first  families 
took  this  situation^  and  received  wages^  frx>m 
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the  great  lorda  whom  they  served^  and  they 
were  devoted  to  them  under  eyerj  cbcam- 
at&noe.  They  would  evea  call  out  any  one 
at  the  elightest  wish  of  their  patron%  and  do 
dieir  every  bidding.  The  pages  in  this  apart- 
ment were  writing  leitens  the  subatanoe  of 
which  the  Cardixial  had  already  dictated,  and 
which,  after  beii^  looked  over  by  their 
master,  were  passed  on  to  the  secretaries  to  be 
copied.  The  (dd  Cardinal  Due  used  lus  knee 
as  a  desk,  and  penned  secret  notes^  which  he 
slipped  into  almost  every  despatch  Before  he 
(dosed  and  sealed  them  up,  which  he  did  with  bk 
own  hand.  He  had  been  thus  occupied  some 
little  time  when  he  perceived,  from  the  mirror 
opposite,  that  the  youngest  of  his  familiars 
was  scribbling  a  few  lines  on  a  sheet  of  p^>er 
of  inferior  texture  to  that  used  by  him^  and 
then  concealed  it  beneath  a  large  folio.  Being 
behind  the  Cardiaa!,  be  thought  there  could 
be  no  posailnliiky  o£  discovery. 
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Riehelieii  suddenly  called  to  him — 
•*  Come  hither,  Olivier.** 
ThesQ  {en  words  were  like  a  thunderbolt. 
The  poor  familiar,  who  was  scarcely  sixteen 
yettm  of  age,  rose  quioklj^  and  stood  before 
the  ndniater  in  a  humble  attitude ;   the  rest 
of  the  pages  were  calm  as  sokiiers  on  duty, 
so  much  aecustomed  were  they  to  these  sudden* 
ebullitions  of  temper. 
•*  What  are  you  writiag  ?" 
'*  Toiir  grace  I  what  your  eminence  desired.' 
"  What  was  that  ?* 

**  The  despatch  to  Don  Juan  de  Braganza.'^ 
**  No  subterfuge,  young  sir,  you  were  doing 
something  else^^ 

'*  Sire,  it  was  a  note  I  was  writing  to  my 
cousin*'' 
"Let  us  see  it?" 

The  poor  youth  trembled,  and  he  supported 
himself  by  the  table.    He  answered  in  a  half 
whisper, 
"  It  is  impossible,  sire." 


160  COURT    mTRlQUE8»^ 

*^  Viscount  Olivier  d'  Entnugues^'*  said  the 
minister,  without  betraying  the  slightest  emo- 
tion, "  you  are  no  longer  in  my  service.'* 

The  page  shrunk  back ;  he  knew  no  reply 
would  avail ;  he  slipped  his  note  into  the  plaits 
of  his  dress,  and  opening  the  folding  doors 
just  wide  enough  to  allow  him  to  pass  through, 
glided  away  like  a  bird  escaping  from  its  cage. 
The  minister  continued  his  labours  without 
looking  up.  The  secretaries  increased  their 
vigilance,  and  the  doors  suddenly  opening, 
a  capuchin  friar  appeared  at  the  entrance^- 
with  his  hands  across  his  breast,  and  bowing 
low,  he  seemed  to  await  either  charity  or  a 
command  to  retire.  His  dark  complexion 
was  scarred  by  the  small  pock--^  sinister 
squint  pervaded  his  sight — ^his  eyebrows  met  in 
the  centre  of  his  forehead,  which  was  un- 
usually low — ^his  ill-made  mouth  curled  into  a 
cunning  smile,  and  his  flat,  red  beard  and 
costume  of  the  order  of  Saint  Fran9oiB  (in 
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all  its  rigour,  with  sandals  and  naked  feet), 
completed  the  portrait  of  this  ill-omened  man* 
Such  was  Father  Joseph,  or  as  he  was  famili- 
arly termed,  *^  San  eminence  grUeJ*  His  sudden 
appearance  created  a  great  sensation ;  without 
finishing  the  sentence,  or  even  the  word 
already  commenced  by  the  pens  of  the  secre- 
taries, each  rose  abruptly,  and  retired  through 
the  door,  where  the  friar  remidned  standing! 
some  slightly  bowing,  others  turning  away 
their  heads  as  they  passed,  for  all  feared  or 
hated  hinu  The  friar  then  came  forward, 
making  a  profound  reverence  at  each  step,  for 
the  door  was  as  yet  open,  but  as  soon  as  it 
was  finally  closed,  and  the  apartment,  vacated 
by  all,  he  stood  upright,  and  advancing  with- 
out further  ceremony,  sat  himself  down  beside 
the  Cardinal.  The  minister  having  under- 
stood the  preconcerted  signal,  inclined  his 
head  in  silence.  He  looked  at  him  attentively, 
expecting  to  hear  his  news,  but  he  could  not 
help  frowning  as  he  looked,  as  one  would,  at 
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the  sight  of  a  spider  or  some  other  noxioos 
animaL  The  Cardinal  gave  way  to  this  sign 
of  displeasure,  as  he  now  found  himself 
obliged  to  enter  into  certain  fiicts,  and  detail 
with  this  grave  personage,  he  would  willingly 
have  avoided  or  postponed  to  a  more  season- 
able opportunity  The  pure  air  of  the  coimtry 
had  been  favorable  to  his  disense,  the 
quiet  he  had  enjoyed  for  a  few  days  had 
allayed  his  usual  painful  symptoms,  he 
now  only  suffered  &om  a  low  fever;  in  this 
state  he  awaited  without  impatience  (perhaps 
for  the  first  time  in  his  life)  the  return  of  his 
couriers  from  all  quarters  of  the  Globe,  whom 
be  likened  to  the  rays  of  the  sun,  which 
alone  gave  light  and  life  to  France.  He  little 
expected  this  unwelcome  visiter ;  at  the 
sight  of  one  of  those  men,  who,  to  use  his 
own  expression,  ^'he  steeped  in  crime,''  all 
the  disquietudes  and  miseries  of  his  life  pre- 
sented themselves  in  vivid  colours,  and  added 
to  the  cloud  of  melancholyi  which  at  times  ob- 
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scored  his  thoughts  The  oonyersation  began 
between  these  peraonB^  with  evident  discontent 
on  the  part  of  the  Cardinal,  but  as  soon  as  he 
had  forced  his  active  and  extensive  intellect 
into  the  businefls  and  realities  of  life,  he 
changed  the  tone  to  one  of  energy  and  vigour  I 
His  wily  confidant  seeing  that  he  mnst  com- 
mence, hazarded  the  remark. 

•*  Well,  your  Eminence,  of  what  do  your 
thoughts  consist?*' 

**  Alas,  Joseph,  what  ought  we  to  be  ever 
thinking  of?  weak  and  sinful  mortals  as  we 
are.  Surely,  but  of  our  future  welfare  in  a 
world  better  than  this.  I  have  been  think- 
ing for  these  few  days  past,  that  the  affiurs  of 
life  have  taken  too  strong  a  hold  on  my  heart, 
and  I  begin  to  repent  of  having  employed  the 
few  leisure  moments  I  possessed,  in  profane 
writings,  such  as  my  tragedies  of  ^  Europe,' 
and  of  '  Mirame,'  although  I  am  fully  aware 
of  the  honors  that  have  been  awarded  me  by 
the  critics  and  beaux  esprits  of  the  age.*^ 
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Father  Joseph,  full  of  what  he  had  to  ooiU"' 
municate,  was  surprised  at  this  tirade,  but  he 
understood  the  character  of  his  master  too 
well  to  exhibit  any  disagreeable  feelii^,  and 
knowing  how  to  draw  him  to  his  own  views 
whenever  he  chose,  he  entered  without  hesita* 
tion  into  the  Cardinal's  present  humour. 

"  The  merit  of  having  written  such  works,'* 
answered  he,  *'  is  undoubtedly  very  great,  and 
France  will  sigh  to  think  that  these  immortal 
poems  are  not  to  be  followed  by  others  similar 
to  them." 

'* 'Tis. useless,  my  dear  Joseph,  although 
those  celebrated  men  Boisrobert,  Claveret, 
CoUetet,  and  above  all,  the  talented  Mairet 
have  declared  my  poems  to  be  the  most  perfeet 
that  have  ever  appeared  in  ancient  or  modem 
times,  yet  I  reproach  myself  with  having 
written  them  as  if  I  had  committed  a  mortal 
sin.  Henceforward  I  intend  to  occupy  my 
leisure  on  sacred  subjects  only;  in  completing 
my   method  of  controversy  for  instance^  or 
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6n  my  *  Perfections  of  a  Christian.'  I  feel 
that  I  am  fifty-six  years  old,  and  suffering 
from  a  disease  which  cannot  be  eradicated 
from  my  constitution*" 

"  Your  enemies  have  not  failed  to  make 
that  remark,"  said  Father  Joseph,  to  whom 
this  style  of  conversation  was  tasteless  and  un- 
ioteresting. 

"  The  Cardinal  colored  deeply  before  he  re- 
plied, 

"  I  know  it — I  know  it  welL  I  have  ob- 
served their  malignity,  and  I  am  armed  at  all 
points.     But  what  news  do  you  bear  ?" 

^  It  had  been  understood.  Sire,  as  you  may 
recollect,  that  Mademoiselle  d'Hautefort  should 
be  displaced ;  we  have  caused  her  to  be  ban- 
ished from  the  Eling's  presence,  as  well  as 
Sfademoiselle  de  la  Fayette  I  so  far  so  good  I, 
but  their  situations  near  the  King  are  not  oc- 
cupied ;  and  his  Majesty  — ** 

"  Well,  and  what  of  his  Majesty  ?" 
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"  The  King,  Sire,  has  conceived  and  given 
utterance  to  certun  ideas  he  never  had  before.** 
^  Indeed,  and  such  as  have  not  sprang  from 
me  you  would  say.    'Tis  weD,"  said  the  Minis- 
ter ironically. 

**Why  have  you  allowed  the  place  of 
favorite  to  remain  vacant  tcr  six  whole  days  ? 
Permit  me  to  say,  Monseigneur,  £  think  there 
is  a  lack  of  prudence  in  this.** 

'^  He  has  new  ideas,  has  he?"  repeated 
Richelieu,  "  and  what  may  they  be,  pray  ?*' 

'^  He  has  been  talking  of  recalling  the 
Queen-mother,''  said  the  Capuchin  in  a  whisper, 
'^  to  recal  her  from  Cologne." 

**  Marie  de  M^dicis,"  cried  ihb  Cardinal, 
striking  the  60&  with  both  arms.  *'  Never,  by 
the  living  God — never  shall  she  again  set  foot 
on  the  soil  of  France  whence  I  have  driven 
her  inch  by  inch.  Exiled  by  me,  England  has 
not  dared  to  receive  her,  Holland  has  feared 
to  offer  her  a  home,  and  shall  my  Kingdom, 
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Fiance,  rec^Te  her  ?  Never  I  this  idea  cannot 
be  his  own.  What,  recal  my  greatest  enemy  ? 
leeal  hia  mother?  No,  he  has  never  dared  to 
(nigiDate  such  a  thought.**  Keflecting  a 
moment,  and  fixing  a  penetrating,  but  at  the 
8ime  time  an  aaigry  glance  on  Father  Joseph. 
^  But  tell  me,  in  what  terms  did  he  express 
this  desire  ?    Repeat  his  very  words  to  me.* 

**  He  spoke  publicly,  and  in  the  presence  of 
'  Monsienr,'  his' own  brother,"  answered  the 
Monk.  ''  These  were  his  words:  I  feel 
strongly  that  one  of  the  first  duties  of  a 
christian  is  to  he  a  good  and  dutiful  son,  and  I 
dare  not  mnch  longer  resist  the  dictates  of  my 
conscience." 

"  Christian  I  conscience  I  these  are  not  his 
own  expressions.  'Tis  Father  Caussin,  his 
confessor,  who  betrays  me,**  cried  the  CardinaL 
"  Treacherous  Jesuit,  I  have  pardoned  your  in- 
trigue in  favor  of  La  Fayette,  but  will  never 
forget  these  secret  councils.    I  must  remove 
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him)  Joseph^  he  is  an  enemj  to  the  state,  and 
I  allow  that  I  have  been  negligent  these  few 
days  past.  I  have  not  sufficiently  hastened 
the  arrival  of  young  Effiat,  who,  no  doubt, 
will  soon  ingratiate  himself  with  the  King. 
I  understand  he  possesses  good  sense ;  to  have 
left  this  insidious  Jesuit  near  the  Eang  without 
secret  instructions,  or  without  having  a  surety 
for  his  fidelity,  is  indeed  an  oversight.  I  de- 
serve to  be  disgraced  myself;  take  a  pen,  my 
friend,  and  write  at  once  to  Father  Sirmond, 
who  shall  supply  his  place.' 

Joseph  sat  down  at  the  table,  and  was  too 
happy  to  do  so ;  after  which  the  Cardinal  dictated 
the  following  singular  observations  which  some 
time  after  he  had  the  audacity  to  forward  to 
the  King,  who  was  weak  enough  to  receive 
them;  more  than  that,  he  learnt  them  by 
heart;  as  he  would  have  done  the  command- 
ments of  the  Church :  they  are  handed  down 
to  us  as  a   fearful  monument  of  the  power 
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^hich  one  man  maj  obtain  over  another  if  he 
have  the  opportnnitj  and  sufficient  boldness  to 
use  it. 

1.  A  prince  ought  always  to  have  a  prime 
minister,  and  that  prime  minister  should 
possess  three  distinct  qualities— namely,  ^r#/| 
that  he  have  no  other  affections  than  those  for 
his  prince— f^eomf,  that  he  be  faithful  and 
clever — thirds  that  he  belong  to  the  priesthood* 

2.  A  prince  ought  to  place  the  greatest  con- 
fidence in  his  prime  minister,  and  love  him 
above  all  persons. 

3.  He  ought  never  to  change  his  prime 
minister. 

4.  He  ought  to  inform  him  of  all  things. 

5.  Give  him  free  access  to  his  person  at  all 
times. 

6.  Give  him  sovereign  authority  over  his 
people. 

7.  Great  honors  and  great  fortune. 

8.  A  prince  can  have  no  greater  treasure 
than  his  prime  minister, 

yoL.  I.  I 
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9.  A  prince  ought  not  to  give  credence  to 
anything  that  may  be  reported  against  his 
prime  minister,  nor  feel  pleasure  in  hearing 
him  calumniated. 

10.  A  prince  ought  to  reyeal  to  his  prime 
minister  every  word  spoken  against  him,  even 
when  he  has  made  a  solemn  promise  to  the 
contrary. 

11.  A  prince  ought  not  only  to  prefer  the 
well  being  of  his  kingdom,  but  also  of  his 
prime  minister,  before  all  his  relatives  and 
friends. 

Such  were  the  commands  of  this  god  of 
France,  and  they  are  even  less  astonishing 
than  that  extraordinary  delunon  which  caused 
him  to  place  tliem  on  record  in  his  work 
called  "  Son  Testament  Politique,''  for  the 
benefit  of  posterity,  as  he  said,  as  if  he  could 
hope  to  bind  them  to  such  a  monstrous  code. 

While  the  Cardinal-due  was  dictating  these 
rulcsy  a  deep  melancholy  stole  over  him,  and  at 
the  condufeion,  he  sank  back  in  his  chair  as  if 
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eadiausted.  Father  Joeeph  hastily  rose  to  see 
if  he  were  ill,  when  he  heard  the  following  re- 
markable words,  murmured  by  his  emi- 
nence— 

^What  deep  anxieties  I  What  never  end- 
ing troubles !  If  an  ambitious  man  were  to 
behold  me  now,  he  would  fly  to  a  desert ; 
What  are  all  my  boasted  powers  ?  A  misera- 
ble reflection  of  the  royal  will ;  and  what  enor- 
mous sacrifices  must  I  continually  make  to 
keep  this  flitting  shadow  steady  I  I  can  never 
thoroughly  understand  this  man— he  dare  not  fly 
me,  yet  he  ever  eludes  my  grasp.  What  might 
I  not  have  done,  had  his  hereditary  rights 
been  mine  ?  But  as  it  is,  I  exhaust  myself 
merely  to  keep  up  an  equilibrium!  What 
scope  is  there  for  .genius  —  for  enterprise  ? 
Europe  is  in  my  hands,  true ;  but  I  am  sus- 
pended by  a  thread  which  shakes  with  the 
alightest  wind ;  of  what  avail  then  to  rule  the 
world,  if  aU  my  powers  are  limited  within  his 
narrow  cabinet ;  the  six  feet  of  earth  there  in- 

I  3 
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closed,  give  me  more  anxiety  to  govern,  than 
the  whole  world.  This  it  is  to  be  prime  minis- 
ter !  Who  will  envy  me  the  position  ?"  His 
features  worked  in  a  way  to  make  one  fear 
Eome  sudden  calamity,  and  he  coughed  most 
violently,  which  terminated  in  a  slight  spitting 
of  blood.  Father  Joseph  was  about  to  seize  a 
small  bell  lying  on  the  table  to  ring  for  assist- 
ance, when  the  cardinal  placed  his  arm  on  his 
to  stay  him.  ^^'Tis  nothing  I  I  fall  thus  into 
despondency  at  times,  but  am  the  better  after- 
wards. But  now  to  business — what  has  oc- 
curred at  Paris  ?  I  am  well  pleased  to  see  the 
king  arrive  in  this  province  of  B^arn — 'tis  as  I 
wished.  We  can  watch  him  more  closely. 
How  did  you  persuade  him  to  come  ?" 

"  A  battle  at  Perpignan  was  my  induce- 
ment." 

"  Not  so  bad  1  Well,  it  may  be  managed, 
arid  'tis  as  good  as  any  other  occupation  I 
liut  the  young  qveen,  Ar.nc  of  Austria,  what 
says  she  ?*' 


COURT    INTHIOUES.  173 

*^  She  10  most  indignant  against  you  I 
Her  correspondence  brought  to  light, — the 
questions  you  have  forced  her  to  answer." 

^'  Pooh !  pooh  I  a  momentary  submission, 
will  cause  her  to  forget  that  I  have  sepa- 
rated her  from  her  family,  and  from  the  coun- 
try of  her  beloved  Buckingham  I  But  how  does 
she  occupy  her  time  ?" 

^*  She  is,  as  usual,  intriguing  with  Gaston 
D'Orleans^  the  king's  brother.  But  as  he  re- 
ports to  us  all  that  occurs,  there  is  no  daur 
ger  in  that.  Here  are  the  details  from  day 
to  day." 

*^  I  shall  not  trouble  myself  with  them,  so 
long  as  the  Due  de  Bouillon  remains  in  Italy ; 
they  cannot  be  of  importance  during  his  ab- 
sence; she  may  dream  if  she  will,  over  her 
petty  conspiracies  with  Gaston;  so  long  as  he  is 
completely  in  my  toils  I  The  only  thing 
he  accomplishes  to  perfection,  is  his  own 
banishment.  Thrice  has  he  caused  it — and  a 
fourth  time  may,  perhaps,  be  nearer  than  he 
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anticipates^  and  arranged  still  more  easily 
than  by  the  pistol  shot  you  procured  to  be  fired 
at  the  Count  de  Soissons  I" 

The  cardinal  leaned  back,  and  gave  himself 
up  to  a  smile  of  self-satisfaction,  hearty 
enough  for  a  statesman* 

''That  expedition  at  Amiens,  will  ever 
cause  me  laughter.  They  had  possession  of 
me  then,  but  did  not  know  how  to  keep  me, 
— do  you  remember?  each  had  five  hundred 
gentlemen  with  him  fully  armed,  and  all  was 
prepared  for  my  assassination,  like  Con- 
cini  —  but  Vitry — the  bold  Vitry,  was  not 
there — they  were  fools  enough  to  allow  me 
to  converse  for  an  hour,  on  the  subjects  of 
hunting,  the  fite  Dieu^  and  other  trifles,  and 
neither  the  one  nor  the  other,  dared  to  give 
their  cut  throats  the  signaL  Chavigny  after- 
wards  told  me,  they  had  waited  this  oppoi^ 
tumty,  for  two  months,  and  I  was  completely 
Ignorant  of  their  machinations ;  one  thing  only 
startled  me ;  that  mischievous  priest,  the  Abb6 
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Gondi,  while  stealing  Tound  me,  had  some 
weapon  concealed  in  his  sleeve.  I, 
then,  thought  it  prudent  to  enter  my 
carriage  P 

^  Ail  I  know  you,  Monaeigneur,  that  the 
queen  has  decided  on  introducing  Gondi  at 
Court  r 

''  If  so,  she  is  mad !  He  will  cause  the  down- 
fal  of  any  one  who  takes  an  interest  in  him. 
He  is  the  devil  in  a  cassockl  Read  his  history 
of  Fiesque ;  you  will  then  know  his  opinions! 
He  shall  be  nothing,  while  1  have  power.'' 

"  Judge  you  so  clearly  ?  And  yet  you 
allow  another  ambitious  youth  of  the  same 
ager 

''True, but  what  a  difference  is  there  between 
them  I  Cinq  Mars,  I  tell  you,  is  a  complete 
diild  I  He  will  think  of  nothing  but  his  love- 
knots  and  points.  I  have  already  had  notice 
of  bis  disposition— he  will  soon  act  as  we  shall 
choose  to  advise." 

^  I  have  my  doubts  on  that  subject,  Mon- 
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seigneur;  the  most  placid  rivers  are  the  deep* 
est.  Do  you  recollect  the  Marquis  d*Effiat, 
his  father  ?" 

**  Once  for  all,  worthy  Father  Joseph,  I  tell 
you,  your  doubU  are  unfounded  I  But  as  for 
Gondi,  the  libertine,  do  you  know  that  he 
dared  to  enter  the  lists  with  me,  for  the  favor 
of  Madame  de  M^illeraie  ?  But  her  husb^pd 
soon  rid  us  of  him  T 

Father  Joseph  had  no  greater  taste  for  his 
master's  conversation  on  love  affairs,  than  for 
that  on  his  merits  as  an  author ;  he  made  a 
grimace  intending  to  give  a  sly  expression  to 
his  countenance ;  which  he  imagined  would 
convey  the  sentiment  of — 

"  Ah  I  who  can  resist  your  Grace  P* 

But  his  Grace  read — 

^*  Alas  I  I  am  a  poor  pedant,  and  know  no* 
thing  of  the  tender  passion." 

But  without  noticing  the  expression,  Riche- 
lieu took  up  a  packet  of  despatches,  say- 
ing— 
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^^  So  I  find  the  Due  de  Bohan  is  dead  I  I 
had  him  condemned  by  the  Parliament  of 
Toulouse,  to  be  drawn  in  quarters  by  horses ; 
See,  he  dies  with  the  utmost  tranquillity  on 
the  field  of  battle  at  Khinfeld.  One  more 
great  family  abased !  How  quickly  are  they 
fallen  since  the  decay  of  that  of  Montmorenci  I 
Jliere  are  few  now,  who  do  not  acknowledge 
my  authority !  We  have  now  punished  almost 
all  our  dupes  of  Yersulles  I  They,  surely,  have 
no  cause  to  find  fault  with  me,  for  I  have  only 
applied  to  them  the  tex  talionis:  and  serve 
them  exactly  as  they  had  resolved  at  the 
councils  of  the  queen  mother  to  use  me.  That 
old  dotard,  Bassompi^rre,  is  at  rest  in  the  Bas- 
tile,  where  he  shall  remain  for  life — so  shall 
Vitry ;  they  both  voted  that  doom  for  me-Ma- 
rillac  advised  my  death— I  reserve  that  por- 
tion for  him  the  first  fault  he  commits.  And 
do  you.  Father  Joseph,  remind  me  of  it  I  One 
must  be  just  to  all,  you  know ;  as  for  the  Due 
de  Bouillon^  my  eye  is  steadily  fixed  on  his  pro* 
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ceedings.  'Tis  wonderful  how  blind  ihej  all 
are  I  They  think  themselyes  at  liberty  to 
conspire  against  me  at  any  time ;  little  do  iSiej 
perceive  they  are  but  puppets,  whose  strings  I 
hold  I  But  have  not  the  Huguenots  good  rea- 
son to  mourn  the  death  of  their  beloved  Due  f^ 

**  Aye  I  but  less  than  for  that  affair  at 
Loudun^  which  has  been  happily  brought  to 
an  end.'' 

"  Happily  1  how  mean  you  ?  I  hope  Gxan- 
dier  is  dead  ?" 

''  *Tis  so,  I  mean— your  Eminence  will,  I 
trust,  be  satisfied,  for  all  was  accomplished 
within  the  twenty-four  hours  I  'Tis  now  as  a 
thing  forgotten.  Laubardemont,  indeed,  com- 
mitted an  error;  he  allowed  the  sittings  to 
take  place  in  public ;  contrary  to  your  orders. 
This  caused  an  outbreak,  but  we  have 
marked  the  ring-leaders,  and  are  prosecuting 
them." 

'^  'Tis  well ;  Urbain  Grandier  was  a  man  of 
too  superior  a  character  to  be  allowed  to  ze- 
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nuun  there.  He  was  leaning  towards  the 
Ilu^enots,  and  would  have  finished  by  abjur- 
ing his  faith.  Bemember  this  maxhn,  Joseph, 
'it  is  better  to  uproot  the  tree  before  the  fruit 
shows  itself^  than  after  f  These  Huguenots 
are  now  a  republic  of  themselves ;  if  once  they 
obtain  a  majority  in  France,  the  monarchy  is 
at  an  end.  They  would  establish  some  popu- 
lar form  of  government  in  its  stead,  which 
would  doubtless  thrive. 

*'  Alas !  how  great  would  be  the  grief  of  our 
holy  fath^,  the  pope,  if  that  were  to  ap- 
pear," observed  Joseph,  eyeing  the  cardinal 
askance. 

•*Ahr  interrupted  he,  **I  recollect— you 
remind  me  of  the  obstinacy  of  our  holy  father 
in  not  bestowing  on  you  the  dignity  of  Cardi- 
nal, for  which  you  are  so  worthy ;  but  have 
patience.  Father,  I  will  mention  the  subject 
this  very  day  to  the  Mar^chal  d'Estr^s  our 
ambassador  to  Rome — as  soon  as  he  arrives  he 
shall  obtain  for  you  what  has  been  so  long  my 
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witsh~-I  bethink  me  that  purple  will  suit  yott 
weUy  for  blood  stains  will  not  be  apparent  you 
know/' 

Both  laughed— the  one  like  an  imperious 
master  who  overwhelms  his  hireling  at  pleasure 
with  the  weight  of  his  contempt ;   the  other 
like  a  cringing  slave^  prepared  for  every  humi« 
liation  by  which  hepmay  raise  himself  to  power. 
The  laugh  occasioned  by  this  coarse  allusion 
was  still  on  their  countenances,  when  the  door 
of  the  cabinet  opened  and  a  page  announced 
the   arrival  of  couriers  from  different  parts ; 
Father  Joseph  rose,  and  standing  upright  with 
his  back  against  the  wall,  assumed  an  expression 
of  torpidity— he  looked  like  an  Egyptian  mum- 
my.    Twelve  messengers  successively  entered 
the  apartment,  each  in  disguise;    one  as  a 
Swiss   soldier,  another  a  sutler,   a   third    a 
mason— they  entered    the    palace    by  secret 
doors  and  corridors,  and  left  the  cabinet  by  a 
different  entrance  from  which  they  had  come 
io  ;  thus  there  was  no  possibiUty  of  their  meet* 
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ing  or  communicating  with  each  other — each 
placed  his  despatch  on  the  table,  spoke  for  an 
instant  with  the  Cardinal^  and  disappeared. 
The  active  mind  of  Richelieu  was  at  work 
the  moment  the  first  messenger  entered,  he 
received  them  all  himself,  listened  attentively 
to  what  they  said,  and  closed  the  door  on  each 
aa  he  departed.  As  soon  as  the  last  messen- 
ger was  gone,  he  made  a  sign  to  Father 
Joseph,  and  without  a  word  they  both  began 
to  open  the  despatches — a  few  disjointed  sen- 
tences disclosed  to  each  theii  contents  as 
soon  as  read. 

*^  The  Due  de  ^^  eimar  follows  up  his  ad- 
vantages— Le  Due  Charles  has  been  beaten-— 
our  general  has  done  his  duty — here  are  cer- 
tain propositions  which  please  me  much." 

**  Monsieur  le  Viconte  de  Turenne  has  re- 
taken our  posts  in  Lorraine,  these  are  his 
private  despatches." 

*'  Ah !  pass  on,  there  can  be  nothing  of  im- 
portance in  them;  he  is  an  honest  man  and 
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does  not  meddle  with  politics— give  him  hiis 
little  army  and  he  will  amuse  himself  as  at 
chess,  never  caring  who  suffers ;  we  shall  ever 
remain  good  friends.*' 

'^  The  long  parliament  still  holds  its  sittings 
in  England,  the  Commons  pursue  their  object 
steadily.  More  massacres  in  Ireland*-— the 
Lord  Strafford  is  condenmed  to  death  I — ^The 
Lord  Strafford — to  death  I"  cried  the  CardinaL 

*^  'Tis  so,  I  read  that  his  Majesty  Charles 
the  First  had  not  the  courage  to  sign  the 
warrant,  but  delegated  four  commissioners.** 

*'  Feeble  and  vacillating  Monarch,'*  said 
Bichelieu,  **  I  abandon  you — you  shall  receive 
no  more  of  our  money.  Speed  to  your  ruin, 
I  care  not— imgrateful  King— alas  I  poor 
Wentworth." 

And  a  tear  stood  in  the  eye  of  the  Cardinal 
as  he  spoke ;  this  same  man  who  had  just  been 
playing  with  the  lives  of  so  many  distinguished 
persons,  thus  mourned  the  fiedl  of  a  minister 
abandoned  by  his  prince— the  similarity  of  his 
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own  poritioii  doubtless  startled  him ;  although 
he  was  not  aware  of  it,  it  was  himself  he 
mourned  through  the   unfortunate    Strafford. 
He  continued  to  read  the  multitudinous  re- 
ports of  the  most  trifling  actions  of  men  of 
importance,  with  the  greatest  attention;  the 
despatches  themselves  were  all  addressed  to 
the  King,  but  they  passed  through  his  minis- 
tei's  hands,  who  separated  the  reports  attached 
to  them  in  the  neatest  manner,  and  folded  the 
paper  again,  so  that  no  discovery  could  take 
place,  of  any  part  of  the  despatch  having  been 
abstracted ;  these  private  and  confidential  re* 
ports  were  all  burned  as  soon  as  the  Cardinal 
was  acquainted  with  their  contents — ^but  now 
the    minister    was    not    yet  satisfied.      He 
paced  the  apartment  with  anxiety;  a  thirteenth 
courier  entered — ^this  was  a  youth  not  more 
than  fourteen  years  of  age,  he  held  under  his 
arm  a  packet  sealed  with  black  wax,  addressed 
to  the  King,  and  only  gave  ihe  Cardinal  a 
■mall  note,  of  the  contents  of  which  Father 
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Joseph^  bj  a  stolen  glance,  could  only  diacover 
four  words,  the  Cardinal  Due  started  on  read- 
ing it~tore  it  in  a  thousand  fragments  and 
whispered  to  the  messenger  for  some  time — all 
that  was  overheard  when  he  retired  was  spoken 
by  Richelieu  who  said — 

"  Be  careful — ^not  before  twelve  hours  from 
this  time,'' 

During  this  bye-play  of  the  Cardinal,  Fa- 
ther Joseph  conned  over  a  number  of  satires 
and  libels,  against  the  minister,  sent  from 
Flanders  and  Germany,  and  which  Kichelieu, 
notwithstanding  their  bitterness,  made  a  point 
of  seeing,  he  affected  calmness  while  peru-' 
sing  them,  and  the  better  to  disguise  his 
frequent  mortifications,  he  would  bear  tes* 
timony  to  the  point  and  laugh  at  their  allu- 
sions ;  but  he  was  never  satisfied  until  he  bad 
obtained  from  the  Parliament  a  decree,  that 
the  most  obnoxious  of  tliem  should  be  publicly 
burnt  at  the  Place  de  Grdve,  as  injurious  ta 
th«  King  in  the  person  of  his  minister^  thet 
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iUastriouB  Cardinal,  as  may  be  seen  by  the 
decrees  of  the  times,  and  bis  only  regret  would 
be  that  the  author  was  not  there  instead  of  his 
work— a  consummation  he  indulged  m  as  often 
as  he  could ;  it  was  his  colossal  pride  he  thus  in- 
dulged, without  acknowledging  the  fact  to 
himself,  and  be  laboured  incessantly  to  per-* 
suade  himself  that  the  interests  of  the  state 
were  identical  with  his  own.  Father  Joseph 
was  very  careful  not  to  provoke  his  master's 
ill-temper,  he  therefore  adroitly  put  aside  two 
pamphlets  from  amongst  the  number,  entitled 
'*  Political  mysteries  of  the  Cardinal  de  la  Ro* 
chelle/^  and  '^  Salient  questions  adapted  to  the 
present  times  and  the  sanguinary  impiety  of 
the  god  Mars.** 

^'  Now  let  us  depart,  Joseph,  open  the  doors 
to  aU  those  who  are  besieging  me  in  the  anti- 
chamber  ;  when  we  are  rid  of  them,  we  will 
seek  the  King,  who  waits  for  me  at  Perpignan, 
ah  I  ah  I  I  have  him  now  for  ever  T 

The  capuchin  retired,  and  the  pages  throw- 
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ing  open  the  folding  doors^  announced  sucoes- 
fliyely  the  names  of  the  most  coDsiderable 
nobles  of  the  day ;  some  had  obtained  permis- 
sion firom  the  King,  who  was  at  Perpignan,  to 
pay  their  court  to  his  prime  minister ;  others, 
feigning  illness  or  domestic  affairs,  had  quitted 
earlier  so  as  to  be  the  first  in  the  Cardinal^s 
ante-chamber,  and  the  melancholy  monarch 
found  himself  almost  alone. 

Two  gentlemen  belonging  to  the  most  con- 
siderable families  of  Franee  were  stationed  on 
eiEK^h  side  of  the  door ;  the  pages  announced 
the  name  of  each  individual,  who  had  already 
undergone  the  piercing  scrutiny  of  '^  Son  emi- 
nence griee^  in  the  ante-chamber ;  the  haughty 
Cardinal,  seated  in  his  ample  chair,  re- 
ceived the  generality  of  the  courtiers  in  the 
coldest  manner— he  bent  his  head  to  the 
morediatinguished,  and  to  princes  only  deigned 
to  rise  slowly  from  his  seat ;  each  bowed  low 
and  waited  near  the  mantel-piece  until  a 
few  words  were  addressed  to  him,  then  on  a 


COUET    TtXTBJOVEB.  187 

ngn  from  the  Cardinal^  he  would  make  ihe 
drcoit  of  the  room  to  retire  through  the  same 
door  he  entered^  there  again  to  encounter  Fa- 
ther Joseph^  who  then  aped  the  manners  of  his 
master^  wherehy  he  obtained  his  nicknamesy  they 
then  either  took  their  departure,  or  if  desired 
to  remain^  which  was  considered  a  mark  of 
the  most  distinguished  favor^  returned  and 
arranged  themselves  behind  the  chair  of  the 
all-powerful  minister. 

The  Mar^chal  d'Estr^s  was  the  first  noble- 
man of  sufficient  consequence,  to  be  honored 
by  a  private  conversation  with  the  Cardinal  *• 
all  who  followed  in  the  line  immediately 
stood  still — Father  Joseph  reappeared  in  ihe 
cabinet,  and  exchanged  a  rapid  glance  with 
his  imperious  master,  which  seemed  to  say — 
^3emember  the  promise  you  made  me  this 
morning,"  and  the  answering  look  as  clearly 
expressed  '*  Fear  not,"  at  the  same  time  the 
adroit  capuchin  showed  his  master  that  he 
had   at    the   moment   in  his  toils,  a  young 
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man  dressed  in  a  short  green  velvet  coat,  ft 
vest  of  the  same  colour,  red  pantaloons,  with 
garters,  highlj  burnished,  and  showing  under- 
neath the  dress  of  one  of  the  pages  of  Monsieur, 
the  King's  brother,  but  he  was  whispering  in 
his  ear, 

"  Tell  his  Highness,  joung  man,  not  to 
mind  appearances,  and  assure  him  that  he  has 
no  such  humble  devoted  servant  as  myself;  the 
Cardinal  is  beginning  to  lose  favor  with  the 
Eang,  and  I  think  it  only  right  to  inform  that 
gracious  Prince,  who  may  one  day  inherit  the 
supreme  authority,  during  a  long  minority,  of 
that  circumstance  and  through  you,  who  are  so 
discreet  a  youth,  of  all  that  is  going  on  here ;  and 
further,  to  prove  my  devotion  to  him,  that 
his  friend,  Puy  Laurens,  is  doomed  to  be 
arrested  —  he  must  be  got  out  of  the  way 
immediately,  or  he  will,  most  assuredly,  be  im-> 
^  prisoned  in  the  Bastile — and  once  there,  you 
can  imagine  the  rest." 

While  this  faithless  servant  was  thus  betray* 
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ing  his  master,  the  wilj  minister  was  not  be- 
hind hand  in  provii^  how  hollow  his  professions 
were.  In  conversation  with  the  Marechal 
d'Estr^es,  he  mbgled  the  following  in- 
structions— 

"  Do  not  persecute  our  holy  Father,  Urbain 
the  Eighth,  in  favor  of  that  canting  hypocrite, 
the  Capuchin  Joseph !    It  is  enough  that  his 
majesty  has  been  good  enough  to  point  him 
out  as  an  object  for  such  a  distinction.     We  are 
aware  of  the  repugnance  of  his  holiness,  to 
confer  the  Roman  purple  on  a  beggar ;  and  'tis 
not  meet  that  he  should  wear  a  hat  which  is  as 
a  crown  of  glory  only  to   those  who  are  suffi- 
ciently in  favour  of  heaven  and  his  holiness  to 
obtain,"  then  raising  his  voice,  he  continued, 
**  I  cannot  conceive,  why  there  should  be  any 
coldness  on  the  part  of  our  holy  father  to- 
wards us.      What   have  we  done  contrary  to 
the    interests  of  holy  Mother  Church  ?      I 
myself,  have  performed  mass  in  the  heretical 
city  of  La  Bochelle ;  and  you  must  perceive. 
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Monsietir  le  Marshal,  that  the  priesthood  Ib 
everywhere  advancing  for  the  world's  good* 
Even  in  our  armies,  the  Cardinal  de  la  Yal- 
ette^  has  an  arduous  command  in  the  Pala- 
tinate I" 

''  And  has  done  himself  much  honour 
bj  a  skilful  retreat  P'  added  the  Mar^chal, 
laying  a  slight  stress  on  the  word  retreat. 

The  minister  answered  without  noticing  this 
satirical  remark, 

**The  Almighty  has  shown  that  he  did 
not  disdain  to  send  his  spirit  of  victory  in 
answer  to  the  efforts  of  his  holy  priests ;  for 
assuredly,  the  Due  de  Weimar,  did  not  render 
more  assistance  in  the  conquest  of  La  Lorraine, 
than  did  this  favored  cardinal ;  and  no  better 
naval  hero,  ever  commanded  the  fleet  at  La 
Rochelle,  than  our  good  archbishop  of  Bor- 
deaux." 

NoWj  it  was  well  known  that,  at  this  very 
time,  the  prime  minister  was  exceedingly 
vexed  with  this  prelate,  whose  pride  and  pre- 
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lumption  were  such,  that  he  had  been  twice 
called  to  order  at  Bordeaux.    Four  years  pre- 
Tioufily,  the  Due  d'Epemon^  then  governor  of 
Guy ennoj  -accompanied  bj  his  auite  and  fol- 
lowers, met  this  priest  in  the  midst  of  a  pro- 
ceesioQ  of  the  clergy  ;  there  openly  called  him 
tn  insolent  upstart,  and  gave  him  two  blows 
with  his  cane ;  for  which,  the  archbishop  ez- 
QonmiTinicated     hiuL       And    more    recently 
i^ayiog  insulted  the  Due  de  Vitry,  that  noble- 
man stmck  him  twenty  separate  times  with  his 
b&ton  of  office ;   so  wrote  the  cardinal  Due  to 
the  Cardinal  La ^'Yalette,  'and  I  fear  he  will 
fill  all  France  with  his  anathemas,  for  he  has 
not  only  excommunicated  the  Due,  but  his 
stick  also;'    but    Vitry  being    a  favorite  at 
Court,  the  archbishop  was  obliged  to  apologize^ 
and  condescend  to  receive  a  severe  reprimand 
from  the  prime  minister  himself.    The  Due 
d'Estr^es  imagined,  therefore,  that  there  might 
be  something  of  irony  in  the  cardinal^s  boast  of 
the  naval  and  military  talents  of  the  archbishop^ 
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and  he  answered  with  much  langjroidj  *  Truly, 
Monseigneur,  no  one  can  say  he  has  been  van- 
quished at  BeaT" 

The  Cardinal  could  not  refrain  from  smiling^ 
but  perceiving  the  electrical  effect  this  had  on 
the  community,  and  the  surmises  it  gave  rise  to> 
checked  himself  suddenly,  and  taking  the 
arm  of  the  Mar€chal,  retorted— 

^'  Comei  come.  Monsieur  1* Ambassadeur,  you 
are  skilled  in  repartee,  I  perceive.     I  shall 
neither  fear  the  great  Cardinal  Albornos,  or 
the  rest  of  the  Borgias  or  the  whole  power  of 
Spain  with  our  holy  father,  now  that  our  in- 
terests are  committed  to  your  care,'*  then  rais- 
ing his  voice  and  looking  round,  as  if  address- 
ing the  silent  and  obsequious  assembly.  ''And 
I  trust,   we  shall  be  no  longer  persecuted  for 
having  made  an  alliance  with  one  the  greatest 
men  of  the  day !    Gustavus  Adolphus,  is  now 
dead,  and  the  ''  Catholic  king"  need  no  longer 
have  any  excuse  for  soliciting  the  exconunu- 
nication  of  '  his  most  Christian  majesty'  I    Do 


COURT  nrTBianss.  193 

yon  not  think  as  I  do,"  turning  to  the 
Cardinal  de  la  Yalette,  who  waa  at  that 
moment  advancing,  and  who,  fortunately,  had 
not  heard  the  previous  conversation ;  ^*  and 
yon,  Monsieur  d'Estrfes,  remain  near  us  we 
command  you.  We  have  still  much  to  say, 
we  have  no  secrets — our  policy  is  free  and 
open— the  interests  of  his  majesty,  and  those 
of  the  country,  alone  influence  us." 

The  Marshal  bowed  low,  and  placed  him- 
aelf  behind  the  minister,  'giving  place  to 
the  Cardinal  de  la  Yalette,  who,  bowing 
incessantly  to  the  ground,  began  to  pour 
forth  adulations,  and  protestations  of  adhe- 
sion and  fidelity —as  if  to  expiate  the  stiff- 
ness of  his  father,  the  Due  d'Epemon ;  he 
feceived  however,  nothing  in  exchange — the 
Cardinal  interrupted  one  of  these  flattering 
periods,  by — 

^^Ahl  my  dear  Fabert,  are  you  come  at 
last?  How  I  have  longed  to  see  you,  to  talk 
over  the  siege  I'' 

rou  L  K 
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TluB  genend  bowed  stiffly  to  the  CBrdStxA- 
generalisamo,  and  preaented  the  officers  of 
hifl  staff  who  aooompaiiied  hhn ;  they  then 
oonrened  sometime  an  the  operations  of  Hie 
siege ;  the  Cardinal  de  la  Valette  acquieaoed 
in  all  hisopinioBSi  to  prepare  him,  as  it  were, 
at  a  firtoie  time,  to  receive  his  orders  on  the 
field  of  battle  ;  and  spoke  most  condes- 
cendingly to  idl  the  officers,  calling  them  by 
-their  names,  and  aslaag  them  many  questions 
concerning  the  camp. 

The  Duo  d'Angonl^me  was  now  announced, 
«nd  every  one  gave  place  to  him;  this  prond 
Vsloisy  after  havii^  declared  himself  the  in- 
veterate enemy  to  Henry  the  Fourth,  norw 
cringed  before  Richelieu  to  obtun  a  slight 
preferment  I  Young  Mszarin  came  in  ik^ 
suite  of  this  Duke — always  easy  and  insinn-^ 
ating  in  his  manners,  he  appeared  already  to 
foresee  his  future  success^ 

The  Due  d'Halluin  followed.  The  Cardinal 
interrupted  complimeiits,  which   were  being 
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pud  him  on  all  BideB,  as  soon  «a  this  Duke 
was  announced,  and  addressing  him  in  a  loud 
lone — 

^Monsienr  le  Due,  I  announce  with  plea* 
sore,  that  his  majestj  has  created  an  offiee 
of  Maxechal  de  France,  ezpresslj  in  jour 
&vottr.  You  will  henceforward,  sign  jourself 
'Sohomberg.'  But  here  comes  Montauron, 
my  treasurer  ;  doubtless,  he  has  aomething  of 
importance  to  communicate  P' 

^Not  I,  indeed,  Monseigneur;  I  merely 
wished  to  say,  that  the  poor  young  man  yon 
haye  had  the  'kindness  to  allow  to  enter  your 
lenrice,  is  dying  of  hunger !" 

'^  How  dare  you  interrupt  me  T  answered 
the  Cardinal,  ^*  during  business  of  importance, 
with  such  a  trivial  matter?  Your  young 
friend,  Comeille,  has  absolutely  done  nothing 
as  yet  --  we  have  only  had  his  '  Gid,'  and 
^Les  Horaces r  Let  him  work!  let  him 
work  I  But  since  you  interest  yourself  so 
strongly  in  his  favour,  I  will  consent  to  allow 

K  3 
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him  a  pension  of  four  hundred  crowns  from 
my  private  purse." 

The  treasurer,  delighted  by  the  liberalitj 
of  the  minister  retired,  and  afterwards  re- 
ceived  iivith  the  utmost  complacency,  the  de- 
dication prefixed  to  'Cinna/  wherein  'le  grand 
Comeille,'  compares  Montauron's  soul,  to  that 
of  Augustus,  and  thanks  him  for  having  given 
charity  to  one  of  the  muses ! 

The  Cardinal  now  rose,  remarking*  it  was 
time  to  see  the  king.  At  this  moment,  and 
as  the  more  distinguished  courtiers  advanced 
to  render  him  assistance  in  walking,  a  man, 
in  the  dress  of  a  Master  of  requests  came 
forward  with  a  confident  smile,  which  astonished 
all— it  seemed  to  say  — 

^^  We  have  secret  matters  together  I  You 
shall  all  see  how  familiar  we  nre  I" 

His  awkward  manner,  however,  at  once 
proved  him  to  be  a  very  inferior  personage  ; 
it  was  no  other  than  Laubardemont — Riche- 
lieu, seeing  him  just  opposite,  frowned  omi- 
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nooflly,  and  turning  to  those  near  him,  said,  in 
%  sneering  tone — 

^' Are  there  any  criminals  among  usT* 
And  without  further  notice,  preceeded  by 
the  noble  crowd  which  always  escorted  him, 
whether  he  rode  on  horseback  or  in  his  car- 
riage, he  descended  the  great  stair^case  of 
the  palace,  dowly  and  with  dignity.  The 
wliole  city  of  Narbonne  hastened  to  witness  his 
more  tikn  regal  departure. 

The  Cardinal,  alone,  entered  the  spacious 
square     litter    in     which    he     was    to     be 
conveyed    to    Perpignan,    his    maladies  not 
permitting  him    to    go    in    any   other  way; 
this    travelling     chamber    contained    a  ,bed, 
a  table,  and  a  small  chair,  in  which  was  seated 
a  page,  who  either  wrote  or  read  to  him  contin- 
ually;  this  machine,  covered  with  purple  damask, 
was  carried  by  eighteen  men,  who,  in  turn,  in 
parties  of    nine,  relieved  each  other  every 
league;    they  were    picked    from    his  body 
guard,  and  did  this  honorable   service  bare- 
headed. The  Due  d'AngoulSme,  the  Mar6chaux 
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dd  Schomberg  and  d'Estr^es,  and  other  of  the 
nobility  were  on  horseback ;  the  Cardinal  de  la 
Yalette  and  Mazaiin,  were  moat  eager,,  in  their 
attentions,  aa  well  as  Chavigny  and  the  Mare* 
chal  de  Vitry— which  latter  nobleman  hoped,  by 
adulation,  to  escape  the  Bastile,  which  he  had 
heard  whispered  was  reserved  for  him  at  no  d]#> 
tant  period — two  carriages  followed  —  within 
which,  were  the  seeretaries^  his  medical  man  and 
his  confessor  ;  eight  other  carriages  ^vAth  four 
horses  each,  contained  hia  gentlemen  and  suite 
— there  were  twenty-four  mules  for  his  bag- 
gage, accompnnied  by  two  hundred  of  the  foot*- 
guards,  and  hia  own  company  of  light  horse 
escorted  him.  All  the  rest  of  the  nobility  and 
gentlemen  followed  this  magnificent  retinue  on 
horseback.  In  this  manner  the  prime  minister 
proceeded  to  Perpignan — the  cUmensions  of  the 
litter  were  such,  that  the  ni|rrow  streets  of  the 
town  were  obliged  to  be  widened  by  puUii^ 
down  houses  and  cottages  to  allow  it  to  pass  — 
so  that,  to  copy  the  account  from  a  manuscript 
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of  the  day,  '*  he  seemed  like  a  conqueror  en- 
tering by  a  breach ;"  we  have  searched  in  vain 
for  other  manascripts,  written  by  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  houses  demolished,  which  would  no 
dottbty  contaia  the  like  panygerics;  but  are 
obliged  to  confess  we  have  been  unsuccessful  in 
our  endeavours  to  find  them. 
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CHAPTER    Vin. 


THE     AUDIENCE. 


Thb  pompous  cortege  of  the  Cardinal  halted  at 
the  entrance  to  the  camp — the  whole  army  wa» 
on  parade  to  receive  him  with  honor,  and  the 
litter  passed  between  two  lines  of  cavalry  and 
infantry,  reaching  from  the  entrance  to  the  tent 
assigned  him— cannon  roared,  and  the  music  of 
each  regiment  struck  up  as  he  passed  to  his 
ent — the  purple  awnings  of  which,  were  seen 
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from  afar ;  it  was  pitched  at  some  distance  from 
tlie  royal  abode*     As  the  Cardinal  progressed, 
eacli  oommanding  officer  received  some  token 
of  regard  or  attention  from  him — he  at  length, 
trrived  at  his  destination,  and  dismissing  his 
suite,  desired  to  be  left  alone  to  rest,  before  the 
hour  appointed  for  the  king's  levee ;   but  ere 
he  proceeded  to  this  ceremony,  each  gentleman 
of  his  escort  had  orders  to  go  before  and  range 
himself  on  either  side  of  the  long  galleries  lead- 
ing to  his  majesty's  tent;  here  courtiers  met  in 
firiendship— in  smiles — in  frowning  contempt, 
or  in  utter  silence,  according  to  their  separate 
interests,  or  those  of  the  great  lords  to  whom 
they  were  attached.    Marks  of  surprise — whis- 
perings —  and  other  indications  took  place, 
ahewing  that  something  out  of  the  common 
way  had  occurred ;    the  following  dialogue, 
amongst  others^  took  place  in  one  comer  of  the 
principal  gallery. 
^'  May   I    be   permitted.    Monsieur   Tabbe 
X  5 
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GK)ndi,  to   enquire  why  you   look  Kt  me  so 
fixedly  r 

"  Indeed,  Monsieur  de  Lauuay,  you  may — 

it  is  because  I  am  exceedingly  curious  to  w^ 

certain  what  you  are  about  to  do.    Ever  since 

your    return    from    Tourainci    your    worthy 

minister  seems  to  be  abandoned  by  all  partiesi 

You  are  not  aware  of  this  fact,  I  perceive,  but 

just  take  the  trouble  to  exchange  a  few  words 

with  Monsieur  or  the  Queen,  and   probably 

youi  eyes  will  be  opened !  you  are  evideatly 

come  ten  minutes  too  late — that  is — by  the 

watch  of  the  Cardinal  de  la  Valette,  or  you 

may  have   remarked  that  he    has  just   kissed 

hands  with  Rochepot,  and  the  whole  suite  of 

the  late  Count  de  Soissons,  which  mostlamented 

nobleman  I  shall  never  cease  to  mourn. ' 

"  I  understand  you.  Monsieur  de  Crondi. 
Tis  well  t  you  wish  to  fasten  a  quarrel  on  me ; 
and  it  is  for  this  purpose  you  have  done  me 
the  honor  td  give  me  such  information." 
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^  Yoa  have  guessed  most  accurately,  Mon- 
flieur  le  Comte,'*  replied  the  young  Abb^  with 
the  utmost  grayity.  *'  I  do  seek  an  occasion 
of  that  kind*  and  in  the  nuae  of  my  friend. 
Monsieur  d'  Attichi,  with  whom  I  understand 
70U  had  a  few  words  at  Paris." 

'*  I  am  at  your  service,  most  valiant  Abb^, 
and  at  once  depart  to  seek  my  seconds — 
betake  yourself  to  yours.'* 

''  This  small  affair,  can  I  presume  be  coa- 
eluded  satisfactorily  with  sword  and  pistol, 
can  it  notr*  added  Gondi,  with  the  same  ease 
as  if  he  were  arranging  n  party  for  amuse- 
ment. 

"  Certainly,  if  such  be  your  good  pleasure," 
replied  the  other,  and  they  separated  with  the 
utmost  courtesy. 

A  number  of  the  youn^  nobility  passed  and 
repassed,  each  was  busily  engaged  seeking 
out  his  friends ;  the  most  elegant  dresses  were 
this  day  displayed  at  Court :  short  mantles  o^ 
velvet  or  satin,  resplendent  in  colours,  and  em- 
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broidered  in  gold  or  silver  were  all  the  fashion* 
—crosses  of  Saint  Michael  or  of  the   Saint* 
Esprit  glistened  on  every  breast — love  knots, 
waving  plumes^  points  of  gold  and  dazzling 
chains,  from  whence  haDdsome  swords  were 
suspended,  were  everywhere  to  be  seen,  and 
all  shone  most  brilliantly,  but  none  more  so 
than  the  bright  and  animated  looks,  the  care* 
less  joke  and  hearty  laughter  of  the  chivalrous 
youth  of  the  period. 

The  Ahh6  de  Gondi,  who  was  diminutive 
in  stature,  and  very  near  sighted,  half  shut- 
ting his  eyes  to  see  more  distinctly,  and 
playing  with  his  moustache  (for  Abb^s  wore 
them  in  those  days,)  mixed  with  the  crowd 
to  seek  his  seconds,  and  at  length  stopped 
before  a  cavalier,  who  was  very  tall,  dressed 
entirely  in  mourning,  and  whose  sword  sheath 
was  even  bronzed  of  a  very  dark  color — ^he 
was  conversing  with  an  officer  of  the  guards 
when  the  Abb€  drew  him  on  one  side  and  ac- 
costed hiuL 
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**  Monmenr  De  Thou,  I  wish  for  your  assiBt- 
ance  in  an  hour  from  this  time  I  we  are  to  be 
on  horseback,  and  our  arms,  sword  and  pistol^ 
will  you  honor  me  thus  far  ?" 

**  You  know,  my  dear  Abb£,  I  am  at  all 
times  at  your  service.  Where  are  we  to 
meet?' 

**  In  front  of  the  Spanish  bastion,  if  you 
please." 

**  Good.  I  will  be  punctual  Pardon  me 
for  renewing  a  conversation  which  much 
interests  me — au  reocir !"  and  he  turned  again 
to  his  companion. 

The  little  Abb€  pressed  his  arm  and 
smiled;  he  continued  his  search  for  other 
fiiends,  but  he  found  it  not  so  easy  to  accom- 
plish his  wish  with  many  of  the  young  noble- 
men to  whom  he  addressed  himself.  They 
knew  his  pugnacious  character  better  than  De 
Thou,  and  as  he  approached,  they  endea- 
voured to  avoid  him,  or  laughed  in  his  face, 
and  flatly  refrised  to  join  him. 
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**  Eh,  what»  my  Mend  the  Abb^  again  on 
the  look  out?"  said  the  Dnc  de  Beaufort.  ''  1 
will  wager  that  his  untagoniat  belongs  to  the 
party  of  the  illustrioufl  Cardinal  Due  P 

''  You  are  right,  my  lord ;  but  how  long 
has  it  been  that  you  make  a  duel  the  aulgject 
of  laughter?" 

'*  Heaven  forbid  that  awordsmen  like  us, 
who  are  ever  haunted  by  tierce,  quart  aod*  oc- 
tave should  laugh  at  that.  'lis  the  cassock 
affords  us  amusement." 

^^  That  dress  does  not  interfere  with  the 
nicety  of  my  thrust,"  said  Gondi,  '*  and  I  will 
prove  that  on  whom  you  please.  Monsieur  le 
Due" 

'*  You  fight  so  frequently,"  said  Larocbe- 
faucauld.  '^  I  fancy  you  wish  it  to  be  torn 
from  your  back ;  but  do  not  apply  to  us,  my 
little  friend,  you  are  beneath  our  notice." 

Gondi  turned  his  back  contemptuously,  not 
caring  to  joke  longer  with  such  men,  and 
shuffled  off  to    two  yoUng   cavaliers  of  the 
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Queen's  party,  whom  he  thought  would   be 
glad  to  measure   swords  with  any  one.    But 
one  of  them  answered  in  a  serious  tone. 

**  Liet  me  inform  you  of  one  fact,  Monsieur 
de  Gbndi;  the  King  has  said,  openly,  that 
whether  it  please  the  imperious  Cardinal  or 
not,  the  widow  of  Henri  Quatre  shall  not 
long  remain  in  exile*  ^  Imperious !'  do  you 
mark  that  Monsieur  V  Abb&  The  King 
never  used  such  a  word  before.  Why 
it  is  the  most  complete  disgrace  we  ever  heard 
of.  No  one  will  dare  to  speak  to  the  Cardinal 
after  that ;  he  will  doubtless  quit  the  Court 
for  ever." 

^*  So  I   have    been  told;    but  I  have   an 
affair — ^" 

"  That  is  very  fortunate  for  you." 

*'  But  an  affair  of  honor,  Gentlemen.'' 

"  Aye,  but  Mazarin,  you  know  is—" 

"  Nay,  will  you  listen  to  me  ?" 

"  To  be  sure  we  will ;  now,  if  he  were  on 
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your  side  I  why  your  lively  adventures  are 
ever  in  his  mouth ;  your  delicious  duel  with 
Monsieur  de  Coutenan  on  account  of  the 
pretty  little  pin-maker  —  do  you  know 
he  has  spoken  of  it  to  the  King !  it  created 
such  a  laugh.  Adieu,  dear  Abb^,  we  are  in 
great  haste — adieu  T  and  taking  the  arm  of 
his  friend,  the  pair  walked  off  laughing  im- 
moderately, and  turning  sharply  round,  were 
lost  to  Gondi's  sight  in  an  instant.  Much 
nettled  at  this  rebuff,  Gondi  again  looked 
about  him,  when  he  observed  a  young  Cavalier, 
unknown  to  him,  seated  near  a  table,  leaning 
his  head  on  hi«(  elbow  ;  he  was  in  mourning, 
but  his  dress  did  not  indicate  that  he  belonged 
to  any  distinguished  party. 

Gondi  approached. 

"  Faith,  sir,''  said  he,  ^*  I  have  not  the  honor 
of  being  acquainted  with  you,  but  a  fencing 
match  can  never  be  disagreeable  to  a  young 
man  of  fashion ;  if  you  will  consent  to  be  my 
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aecond,  we  can  be  in  a  [situation  to  enjoy  this 
sport  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  My  name  is 
Paul  de  Grondi^  and  I  haTe  called  out  Monsieur 
de  Launay,  the  Cardinal's  friend^  otherwise  a 
good  man.'* 

The  unknown  asked  with  unconcern. 

*'  And  who  are  his  seconds  ?" 

"  Indeed,  I  know  not ;  but  how  can  that 
interest  you.  One  never  loses  a  friend  if 
wounded  in  an  affair  like  this." 

The  stranger  smiled  coldly,  passed  his  hand 
through  his  chesnut  ringlets,  and  looking  at  a 
large  watch  suspended  round  his  neck,  said, 

'^  Well,  sir,  as  I  have  nothing  else  to  do, 
and  have  no  friends  here,  1  will  follow  you. 
I  may  as  well  be  thus  engaged  as  in  any 
other  way."  Then  taking  up  his  bat,  which 
was  ornamented  with  a  beautiful  black  plume, 
he  rose  and  accompanied  the  Abb^,  who,  de- 
lighted to  have  procured  another  second,  pre- 
ceded him  with' alacrity. 

Just  as  this  colloquy  terminated,  two  pages. 
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in  the  royal  liyevy^  drew  back  the  lacgef 
eurtains  which  separated  the  gallery  froia  Us 
Majesty's  presence.  All  coiiyersation  inune* 
diately  ceased,  and  the  company  began  slowly 
to  enter  the  temporary  abode  of  royalty. 
The  King  received  his  whole  Court  with  mnch 
grace  and  affability. 

Louis  the  XIII,  surrounded  by  the  great 
officers  of  the  Crown,  stood  before  a  small 
table,  around  which  were  plaoed  a  number  oS 
easy. chairs  riehly  ornamented;  his  dress  was 
very  elegant :.  it  consisted  of  a  i^st,  the  ooler 
of  the  chamois,  with  slashed  sleeyes  and  points^ 
with  blue  ribbon  ties  descending  to  the  waist ; 
large  wide  pantaloons,  like  those  worn  by  ths 
Turks,  reached  to  his  knees,  and  his  hose 
were  of  yellow  worsted,  striped  with  red; 
these  were  also  tied  with  blue  ribbon;  lus 
bootS|  which  did  not  reach  three  inches  higher 
than  his  ankles,  were  ornamented  with  a  great 
profusion  of  lace.  A  small  mantle  of  blue 
velyety  on  which  the  cross  of  the  order  of  the 
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Holy  Grliost,  waa  beaatifally  embroidered^ 
hung  looaelj  over  hk  left  shoulder,  and  his 
hand  rested  on  the  pommel  of  his  sword — be 
was  bare-headed,  and  the  san  shining  through 
an  opening  above,  illumined  his  pale  jet  noble 
ooimtenance.  The  small  pointed  beard  then  in 
▼ogae  made  his  face  appear  thinner  than  it  really 
waSy  and  gave  it  a  most  melancholy  expression. 
Hia  high  forehead — lus  antique  profile — his 
aquiline  nose  — >  all  beq)oke  a  prince  of  the 
magnanimous  house  of  the  Bourbous-he  pos- 
seaaed  all  the  peculiarities  of  his  ancestors, 
save  their  determined  expression  <^  counte«- 
nance —this  unfortunately  he  lacked,  and  his 
eyes,  generally  filled  with  tears,  and  half 
closed  in  apparent  sleep,  gave  him  that  unde^ 
ciffive  look  which  really  belonged  to  his 
character.  He  now  affected  to  call  the  great* 
est  enemies  of  the  Cardinal  round  him,  and 
to  listen  with  attention  to  their  observations — 
balancing  himself  one  foot  thrown  across  the 
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other,  which  was  the  custom  of  bis  family ;  he 
conversed  with  much  animation,  and  now  and 
then  nodded  or  waved  his  hand  to  those,  who, 
in  passing,  saluted  him  respectfully.  Two 
hours  had  thus  passed,  and  the  Cardinal  had 
not  yet  made  his  appearance ;  the  whole  Court 
were  almost  all  assembled  and  surrounded  the 
Prince.  Some  minutes  now  elapsed  between 
the  announcement  of  each  of  the  few  remain- 
ing Courtiers,  to  be  presented  to  their  King. 

"  Shall  we  not  see  our  cousin,  the  Cardinal, 
to-day  ?"  enquired  the  Eang,  turning  to  Mon- 
tr^r,  one  of  the  suite  of  his  brother  Gaston, 
as  if  to  court  an  answer. 

**'  It  is  believed,  sire,  that  he  is  very  unwell,'* 
replied  he. 

''And  it  is  your  Majesty  alone  who  can 
restore  him  to  health/'  added  the  Due  de 
Beaufort. 

"  We  can  only  cure  the  King's  evil,'*  re- 
joined his  Majesty,  *^  but  the  maladies  of  the 
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Cardinal  are  of  bo  mjsteriouB  a  nature  that 
we  confess  we  know  nothing  about  them." 

It  was  thus   this  weak*minded   prince  at- 
tempted to  brave  his  minister  in  his  absence, 
using    repartee  and  inuendos  to   soften   the 
bitter  joke  he  endured ;   he  imagined  he  had 
now  a  good  opportunity  while  supported  by 
the  presence  and  gay  ^ood  humour  of  so  many 
noblemen  around  him ;  he  congratulated  him- 
self on  having  taken  the  reins  of  government 
into    his  own  bands,    and    enjoyed    for    the 
moment  the  strength  he  imagined  he  possessed. 
Bis  heart  however  sank  within  him,  when  he 
considered  that  the  whole  weight  and  respon- 
dbility  of  the  state  would  now  fall  on  his  in- 
dividual shoulders ;  he  affected  to  be  agreeable 
in  the  hope  of   dispelling   these   unpleasant 
thoughts ;     endeavouring    to    conceal    from 
himself   the    fact,  that  he    was  conscious  of 
his  incapacity.     He  first  turned  to  one,  then 
to  another  of  his  courtiers. 
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*'  We  shall  aoon  be  in  poasesMon  of  Per- 
pignaii^"  observed  he  to  Fabert 

''  Well,  Cardmal,"  turning  to  La  Vaktte, 
*^  Lorraioej  jou  sees  b^B  acknowledged  our 
power/  then  touching  the  arm  of  Mazarin. 
**  'Tis  not  so  difficult  to  govera  a  kingdom ! 
eh?" 

This  wily  Italian,  too  clear-headed  to  jcnn 
with  the  rest  in  believing  in  the  con- 
tinued disgrace  of  the  Cardinal  Due,  sought,  as 
Cttstomury  with  him>  an  equivocal  reply, 

*'  Ah,  aire,  the  late  glorious  successes  of 
your  Majesty  both  within  and  without  your 
realms  prove  how  highly  gifted  yon  are  in  your 
proper — " 

But  the  Due  de  Beaufort  interrupting  this 
speech  in  that  loud  tone  of  voice  and  pompous 
enunciation  whioh  acquired  for  him  in  after 
days  the  surname  of  **  the  Important,**  said, 

'^  Oh  I  to  govern  well  only  requires  mi 
obstinate  wilL    Please  your  Majesty,  a  nation 
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is  muu^ed  just  like  %  horse,  with  bit  and 
spOt  and  as  all  here  are  stBonch  Cavaliei8»  it 
would  not  be  difficalt  to  find  a  good  governor 
without  eeekii^  foreign  aid."  lliis  episode 
kam  a  fat,  pompons  eoxcomb,  failed  completelj 
in  its  ei^t,  for  at  the  moment  of  its  utters 
saoe  two  grand  officers  advanced  and  announced 
faastilj, 

^  His  Eminonoe !  the  Cardinal" 

The  King  changed  color,  as  if  surprised 
in  the  ,  commission  of  a  crinia,  but  re* 
ooyering  himself  quickly,  assumed  a  haughty 
•ir,  which  did  not  escape  the  eagle  eyes  of  his 
miniBter. 

This  great  man,  arrayed  in  all  the  pomp  ot 
a  Cardioal,  leaning  on  two  young  pages,  and 
followed  by  a  captain  of  the  guard,  with  more 
than  five  hundred  gentlemen  attached  to  his 
service,  advanced  slowly  towards  the  King: 
he  rested  at  each  step,  as  if  to  recover  from 
the  pun  or  fatigue  oaused  by  the  preceding 
one,  but  in  reality,  to  study  the  countenanoes 
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of  those  near  him.    One  glance  was  sufficient 
to  show  BO  experienced  a  master  how  things 
were.     His  suite  remained  at  the  entrance  of 
the  royal  tent,  and   of  all  the   nobility  who 
filled  it,  not  one  had  the  hardihood  to  salute, 
or  even  glance  at  the  old  Cardinal — even  La 
Yalette  feigned  to  be  in  earnest  conversation 
with  Montr^sor;   and  the  Eang,  who  wished 
particularly  to  mark  his  dislike,  received  his 
salute  with  the  utmost  frigidity,  aflfecting  to 
continue  a    conversation  with    the.  Due  de 
Beaufort.     The  Cardinal,  after  the  first  ac- 
knowledgments, was  obliged  to  pass  on  to  one 
side  among  the  courtiers ;  he  did  so  as  if  he 
would  mingle  with  them ;  but  they  receded  as 
if  from  one  afflicted  with  leprosy,      Fabert, 
alone  advanced  with  alacrity,  and  using  the 
language  of  his  profession,>3aid, 

*'  Well,  Monseigneur,  you  are  making  a 
breach  here  in  the  midst  of  them,  Uke  a 
cannon  ball.  Taith,  I  must  beg  your  excuses 
for  them — ^the  idiots." 
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«<  And  yon,  Fabert,  stand  as  finn  before 
me  as  you  would  before  an  enemy/'  rejoined 
the  Cardinal^  ^  you  shall  not  repent  this,  my 
friend.'' 

*'  Mazaiin  now  drew  near  the  Cardinal,  but 
quietly,  and  throwing  into   his  features   an 
egression  of  great  sympathy,  bowed  low  five 
or  six  times,  turning  his  back  to  the  group 
surrounding  the  King,  so  that    they  might 
suppose  his  salutation  was  constrained,  while 
towards  the  Cardinal,  it  appeared  as  a  mark 
of  profound  respect.    The  minister's  lip  curled 
in  disdain.    Assuming  that  determined  look 
and  sir  of  grandeur,  he  forced  to  his  aid  in 
time    of  political   danger,    he    again  leant 
forward  on  his  page's  shoulders,  and  without 
waiting  for     a    sign     from    his    sovereign, 
walked  directly  towards  him,  traversing  the 
whole  length   of  the  tent.     All  eyes   were 
fixed  upon  him,  although  none  courted  obser- 
vation, and  the  more  prominent  of  the  nobi- 

VOL.   I.  L 
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lity  beat  forward  to  ascertain  what  was  about 
to  ensfie.  LouiiB,  -afltonished,  tenxed  Antply 
round,  and  his  presence  of  mind  s^ally 
failed  him  while  he  did  so ;  he  stood  motion* 
less,  with  «  vacant  stare ;  his  only  resource ; 
and  a  powerftd  one  it  is  in  a  prince  wlio  do^ 
not  cfaooQe  to  be  propitiated,  ^e  Cardinal 
placed  himself  directly  opposite  ^o  the  Mon- 
arch, and«  without  changing  portion,  irith  hh 
eyes  fixed  on  the  ground,  while  his  hands 
were  supported  on  the  shoulders  of  his  pagds, 
he  thus  began, 

**  Most  gracious  sire  I  I  am  come  to  beg  of 
your  Majesty  to  grant  me  the  retreat  1  have 
so  long  and  so  earnestly  sighed  fo^ — my  health 
has  given  way — and  I  feel  my  life  is  hot  of 
long  duration!  Eternity  approaches  vrifb 
giant  fltrides,  and  before  I  render  an  account 
to  the  Majesty  on  High,  I  wish  to  do  so  at 
the  •  feet  of  rhj  earthly  King.  Eighteen  years 
ago,  sire,  you  confided  to  my  care  a  kingdofi]. 
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coofessedlj  weak,  divided,  and  torn  by  inter- 
mioable  faction.  I  now  restore  it  to  you, 
united  and  powerful — your  enemies  are  humi- 
liated and  subdued.  My  work  is  therefore 
accomplished.  I  beg  permission  of  your 
Majesty  to  retire  to  Citeaux,  where  I  am 
Abbe  general,  to  end  my  days  in  prayer  and 
meditation." 

The  King,  offended  at  the  proud  bearing  and 
haughty  aUusions  of  the  Cardinal,  did  not  ex- 
hibit any  of  those  signs  of  weakness  which 
had  been  anticipated,  and  which  he  had  shown 
each  previous  time,  thnt  a  resignation  had  been 
tendered— on  the  contrary,  perceiving  that 
the  wJiole  Court  was  steadfastly  watching  his 
slightest  movement,  he  looked  at  the  Cardinal 
with  much  dignity,  and  answered  coldly  : 

"  We  thank  jou  for  your  services.  Monsieur 
le  Cardinal,  and  wish  you  the  repose  you  so 
earnestly  seek  !" 

Richelieu  was  shaken  to  the  soul  by  tliesc 
unfeeling  words,  but  he  knew  well  how  to  dis- 
L  3 
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Bcmble.  hiB  anger ;  no  trace  appeared  on  hfv 
countenance,  but  the  following  thonghta  passed 
rapidly  through  his  mind. 

^  This  18  the  indififereiice  with  which  yo«i 
permitted  Montmorenci  to  die;  but  you  escape 
me  not  thus,"  he  answered  aloud : 

^^Tbe  only  recompense  i  desire  of  your 
most  gracious  Majesty  for  my  past  services  isp 
that  you  will  deign  to  accept  as  a  humble  gift 
the  Palais  Cardinal,  buUt  with  my  own  re* 
ffoupees  in  your  beautiful  City  of  Parisi." 

The  king  orach  astonished,  gave  an  assentixig^ 
nod..  A  murmur  of  surprise  ran  through  the 
tentr 

^  I  also  throw  myself  at  the  feet  of  youx^ 
Majesty  to  implore  one  act  of  grace — namelgr^. 
that  yon  willgraut  the  revocation  of  anedic^ 
of  apparent  harshness,  which  I  myself  advised 
and  (I  here  publicly  confess  it,)  whidi  I, 
perhaps,  judged  too  needful  for  the  welfure  of 
the  state.  Alas!  immersed  in  the  multitu* 
dineuS'  affaira  of  public  life,  I  too  often  haye 
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forgotten  the  reapect  and  attachment  I  ooght 
to  have  felt  towards  the  public  weaL  Now 
that  my  mind  has  recovered  its  tone  bj  soli- 
tude and  steady  reflection^  I  confess  how 
wrong  1  have  acted,  and  most  heartily  repent 
me  of  many  of  my  deeds." 

Public  attention  was  now  highly  excited, 
and  the  wavering  of  the  King  was  palpible. 

'^YeSi  sire,  there  is  a  personage  I  have 
always  loved,  notwithstanding  the  wrongs 
committed  towards  you —  one  to  whom  I  have 
awed  much-— one  who  is  dear  to  you-^-^in 
short,  the  person  whom  I  supplicate  your 
If^Jesty  to  recal  from  exile  is  no  other  than 
—the  Queen  Mother,  Mary  de  M^ds,  your 
Majesty's  most  illustrious  parent" 

The  King  started  in  amazement,  so  little 
was  he  prepared  for  this  name.  A  long  sup* 
pressed  agitation  now  burst  from  all  parts  of 
the  tent. 

Louis  scrutinized  his  minister  for  a  length 
of  time  without  speaking,  and  this  look  decided 
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for  the  time  the  destinieB  of  France.  He  re- 
calledj  in  a  moment,  as  it  were,  the  indefati- 
gable services  of  Bichelieu  ;  his  total  devotion 
to  him-— his  surprising  capacitj— and  was  as- 
tonished at  himself  for  ever  thinking  of  his 
dismissal ;  he  felt  this  extraordinarj  request 
most  deeply ;  indeed  it  was  the  only  one  which 
could  have  shaken  the  King's  previous  deter- 
mination— fifial  love  dictated  the  pardon  tre&H 
bling  on  his  lips,  while  teaors  stood  in  hiseyes. 
He  was  only  too  happy  to  grant  that  whidi 
he  himself  most  desired  on  earth.  He  held 
out  his  hand  to  the  Cardinal  Due  with  aU  the 
liobleness  tod  grace  cf  a  Bourbon.  The 
minister  kissed  it  with  the  deepest  vtapeet; 
his  heartj  which  ought  to  hare  been  torn  by 
remorse  and  repentance,  was  filled  with  delight 
at  having  achieved  so  ptoud  a  victory  in  the 
face  of  the  whole  Court  The  prince  turned 
and  said  with  much  feeling, 

*^  We  are  all  often  deceived,  gentlemen ; 
and   above  all  hare    we  been     remiss    in 
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not  safficiently  appreciating  oar  cousin 
the  Cardinal^a  transcendent  abilities.  I  trust 
be  will  never  quit  ns,^  since  be  bas  sbown  bis 
he^  pure  as  his  judgment  is  perfect." 

T^e  Cardinal  de  la  Yalette  hastea^ed  to 
kneel  and  seize  tbe  bem  of  tbe  King's  garment 
wUfik  be  ccmvejed  to  bis  lips,  witb  all  the 
Sfdour  of  a  loyer.  Mazarinwi^  as  quick  in 
bis  adulaUons  to  tbe  minister,  tumiag 
Aaiplj  towiM^  bi^  wit^  a  radiant  expression 
of  countenance  assumed  to  perfection  only  by 
ItsHana. 

^ol^eiieu  smiling  on  eitber  fade  advanced  to 
d^e  light  hand  of  tbe  King  as  to  his  natural 
place.  A  stranger  entering  tbe  tent  at  that 
mommt  would  haye  t^LOUght  tbat  tbe  King 
was  on  Ilia  left  I 

^Fbe  ^r^I^al  ^^tr^s^  the  ^mbiiapadorsi 
thjd  PviQ  4'AngQi|}eme,  the  Due  d'HaUein 
(Sch^mhcfg,)  tb^  Mar^hi^l  de  Cb&tillon,  and 
ejii  the,  gprc^t^  offioefs  of  the  Cro^n  and  aTmy^ 
^ur^^r§,  as  tbey  were  by  pi^ofessiopj   and 
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BycophantB  at  heart,  now  surrounded  the  Car- 
dinal ;  and  waited  with  the  utmost  impatience 
until  they  could  prefer  their  compliments,  each 
fearing  the  other  would  seize  on  the  idea  he 
had  conceived  to  flatter  the  minister  or  the 
King. 

Louis  was  all  smiles,  and  the  storm  appeared 
completely  hushed ;  and  nought  but  protesta- 
tions of  attachment  and  friendship  were 
heard,  when  a  captain  of  the  guard  advanced 
rapidly,  and  whispered  to  the  prince. 

''A  messenger  from  Cologne,"  said  the  King, 
^  let  him  go  to  my  cabinet  at  once."  Not  able 
to  restrain  his  impatience,  he  added — ^'  I  come 
directly.** 

He  almost  ran  towards  a  small  tent  adjoin- 
ing the  audience  chamber.  The  curtains 
when  drawn  open  disclosed  a  young  Courtier 
holding  a  black  portfolio — ^they  were  closed  as 
soon  as  the  King  bad  passed  into  the  tent. 

The  Cardinal  was  now  Master  of  the  Court| 
but  notwithstanding  aU  the.  adulation  he  re-' 


00I7BT    INTRIGUES.  225 

ceivedy  his  thoughts'  were  elsewhere.  '  He 
asked  pointedly  what  hour  of  the'  day  it  was^ 
then  tnrhiiig  his  eyes  towards  the  small  tent, 
evinced  an  unconquerable  anxiety.  The 
curtains  were  again  drawn  aside,  and  the  King 
reappeared ;  he  was  paler  than  ever,  and  trem- 
bled exceedingly ;  he  held  in  his  hand  a  huge 
despatch  with  five  black  seals  attached  to  it. 

**  Gentlemen^"  ^d  he  in  a  subdued  voice^ 
**  the  Queen  Mother  has  just  drawn  her  last 
breath  at  Cologi^e  !**  and  looking  with  great 
severity  at  the  Cardinal  ;  he  added  ; 
**  And  I,  perhaps,  am  not  the  first  to  learn 
tins  sad  intelligence — but  God  is  above,  and 
knows  the  secrets  of  all  hearts.  In  an  hour 
from  thifii,  my  lords,  let  all  to  horse,  and  we 
win  attack  the  enemy.  General  officers — 
follow  me.** 

He  turned  abruptly  round  without  further 
remark,  and  re-entered  his  cabinet,  followed  by 
those  to  whom  he  spoke. 

The  minister  and  the  re3t  of  the  Coiurtiers 
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•lowly  retired ;  he  ezbibited  neither  grief  nw 
eager  at  thii  intellige&ce,  but  pursaed  his  way 
in  the  same  order  as  he  had  come,  bat  with 
the  proud  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  he  had 
aohieyed  a  great  yietory. 
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CHAPTER    IX. 


TBE  SIBaiB. 


Tmtt  are  occap^ons  in  life  when  one  earnestly 
dofluree  sogie  violent  ezeortion  to  overpower  the 
istrong  eittotlopa  of  the  heartr—times  when  the 
aonl,  like  the  Lion  in  the  Fable,  fatigued  hj 
ihe  ineeaeaAt  f^MiA  of  the  figmj  insect,  seeks 
.  for  9om»  pow€isgd  e^eipy  to  contend  with,  and 
4affe0  a  certain  danger.  Cinq[  Mars  was  ki 
tUs  ftaose  of  mind  tA  th^  tw^  these  eventfl 
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occurrecL  Tired  of  reyolving  in  his  mind  th€ 
different  combinations  of  those  events  he  so 
ardently  wished  to  occur,  and  those  he  feared 
might  take  place  to  mar  his  plans — ^fatigued  in 
anticipating  the  probabilities,  and  calculating 
the  chances  of  success ;  satiated  by  recalling 
all  he  had  ever  heard  of  or  read  in  the  lives  of 
illustrious  men  of  old,  which  in  any  way  as- 
similated to  his  own  position ;  borne  down  by 
regrets  —  thoughts  —  predictions  —  chimerar— 
fears,  and  all  the  horrors  of  a  vivid  and  heated 
imagination,  in  which  he  had  indulged  during 
his  long  and  solitary  journey;  he  breathed 
again  freely,  when  he  found  himself  suddenly 
thrown,  as  it  were,  into  active  life.  The  fact 
of  the  approadi  of  two  real  dangers  restored 
circulation  to  his  blood,  and  freshness  to  his 
whole  being. 

Ever  since  the  nocturnal  affair  at  the  inn 
near  Loudun,  he  had  not  been  able  to  subdue 
his  over  ezdted  imagination,  sufficiently  to 
quell  his  melancholy  forebodings ;  and  a  sort 
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of  consamption  bad  begun  prejring  within  bim, 
when  fortunately^  he  arrived  at  the  camp,  and 
where  more  fortunately  still,  he  accepted  the 
propodtion  of  the  Abb6  Gondi ;  for,  no  doubt, 
the  reader  has  already  recc^nised  Cinq  Mara 
in  the  young,  careless,  and  melancholy  stran- 
ger in  mourning.  He  with  many  other  young 
men^  had  offered  himself  as  an  auxiliary,  and 
ptched  his  tent  in  the  range  of  those  young 
noblemen  who  were  about  to  be  presented  to 
the  king.  He  was  soon  ready  to  give  his  as- 
sstance^  as  Oondi's  second,  armed  in  cuiras,  and 
on  horseback,  after  the  manner  of  the  times, 
and  he  bent  his  horse's  steps  towards  the  Spa- 
niali  bastion,  as  the  place  of  rendezvous  for  the 
forthcoming  duel  He  was  the  first  to  arrive, 
and  perceived  at  once,  that  the  small  grass-plot 
on  which  he  stood,  concealed  by  the  works  of 
the  besieged,  was  a  spot  of  all  others,  well- 
chosen  by  the  abb6  for  his  encounter ;  for,  be* 
rides  that)  no  one  could  have  imagined  it  pos- 
$Bbie,  officers  would  fightaduel  under  the  very 
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walls  of  a  bettoged  dij,  the  poeition  of  the 
bastion^  entireljaeporatedthem  from  the  ¥xwoh 
oemp,  and  hid  them  from  ita  ai^ti  like  a  yaat 
folding  aoreen. 

It  waa  quite  neoeaaaiy  to  take  theae  precaa* 
tiona — for  at  that  period,  it  endangered  the 
aafety  of  your  head  toallow  jouraelf  the  9afy^ 
faction  of  ziaking  your  life.  Here  theio*  awpi^ 
iog  Gondi,  Cmq  Maiabadtime  to  examine  tJM 
aouthem  aide  of  Perpignan— he  had  heard  ibi^t 
tlua  waa  not  the  point  of  attaok,  and  aought  m 
vaintoehicidatetheking'aintentiona;  between 
ihia  southern  front  of  the  dtyj  the  mauntaina 
of  Albdre»  and  the  8traita  of  P^rthua^  the  linea 
of  attack  mq^  haye  been  eaaily  traced»  mi 
jndonbta  laiaed  agatnat  the  moat  aoeeaaiUe 
pointa;  but  not  a  aoldier  waa  there ;  the  whole 
strength  of  the  Monxy  appeared  to  be  sBrected 
iowardathe  nortfaempart-thamoatonaj^Koafihr 
able  of  P)enijgnan«  andagiunat  an  jminenae  hnek 
Afftreaa,  oalled  '^le  Caatilet,^  eoawfiagkBng  the 
gate  of  ^'ITtftre  Dane.''    He  oloMmai  that 
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marafay,  bat  praotioable  gnmnd,  led  to  the  Ter; 
bnaement  of  the  Spaniflh  baation;  that 
thu  spot  iras  scarcely  giutfded  at  all,  and  ooald 
only  be  streDgthened  internally  by  the  be- 
neged,  for  its  battlements  and  loopholes  were 
ID  mins.  Tme,  it  was  protected  by  four  jneoee 
of  cannon  of  enormous  calibre  ~but  they  were 
all  Bonken  deep  into  the  grass,  and  thus  be- 
oone  nseleas  against  troops  rushing  in^etu- 
ooily  to  the  basement  of  the  wall ;  it  was  clear 
to  lua  mind,  that  these  gnna  had  dedded  the 
bedegen  not  to  attack  this  pcnnt,  and  that 
they  had  been  sappoeed  by  the  garrison  of 
the  (Sty,  to  be  amply  soffidoit  fw  its  de- 
fenoe;  so  that  on  one  side,  the  advanced  poets 
and  Tidettes  were  afar  off— on  the  other,  the 
sentinek  were  few  and  ill-enpported.  A  yonng 
Bcddier  holding  a  loi^  oaraUne,  wiUi  a  hu^c 
iron  rest  or  fork  suspended  from  his  aide,  and 
alighted  matohm  his  hand,  marched  touidfro 
MartleMly  on  tlie  ranqtazt;  h«  Bto^>ed  to  ob- 
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serve  Cinq  Mars,  who  was  quietly  viewing  the 
tower  and  moat. 

''Holla!  Senor  Oaballero  V*  cried  he,  ''  are 
you  going  to  obtain  poBseasion  of  this  bastion ; 
and  alone  too  on  horseback,  like  Don 
Qiuxote  ?•• 

Saying  this»  he  leisurely  unclasped  the 
iron  rest,  and  brought  it  to  the  ground;  he 
placed  the  barrel  of  his  carabine  in  it,  and 
b^an  to  take  an  aim,  when  a  grave  lookii^ 
Spaniard,  bearing  a  huge  brown  doak,  called 
out  in  his  own  language— 

''AmbroBiodiDemonio,do  you  not  know  that 
it  is  forbidden  to  throw  away  powder  use* 
lessly  ?  *Twas  at  this  very  spot,  Charles  the 
Fifth  hurled  the  sleeping  sentinel  into  the 
moat  where  he  was  drowned.  Beware,  or  I 
will  now  imitate  the  example  of  that 
kingr 

Ambrosio  shouldered  his  carabine;  return 
ing  the  fork  to  his  side,  and  marched  leisurely 
away  without  uttering  a  word. 
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Cinq  Mars,  knowing  that  by  a  alight  use  of 
the  flpnr,  he  ahonld  be  out  of  the  reach  of  the 
carabine,  long  before  it  could  be  brought  to  bear 
•gamst  him,  was  but  little  moved  at  this  incident. 
At  this  moment,  fiye  cavaliers  rode  hastily  to- 
wards him ;  the  first  two  came  on  at  a  gallop, 
and  did  not  wait  to  salute  him,  but  suddenly 
threw  themaelves  from  their  horses,  and  Effiat 
found  himself  in  the  arms  of  his  firiend,  de 
Thou,  before  he  was  aware  of  it,  and  the  little 
abb6  called  out — 

^  Bravo,  bravo  I  here  have  we  another  Ores- 
tes finding  luS  Pylades  I" 

''And  is  it  really  you,  dear  Cinq  Mars?** 
laid  de  Thou, ''  why  was  I  not  made  acquainted 
with  your  arrival  I  But  how  you  are — are  you 
unwell?  I  have  often  written  to  you,  for  our 
youthful  friendship  is  ever  deeply  engraven  on 
my  heart." 

''  Ah  I  I  have,  indeed,  been  careless,  my  dear 
firiend,''  rejoined  Cinq  Mars,  ''  But  I  will  soon 
tell  you  the  reason  of  my  neglect.    How  de- 
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lighted  I  mx,  that  your  firieii<kbip  for  me  still 
eontuiues." 

**  To  horse^  to  hoxee  T  cried  th^  inqietuouA 
little  abb4  *'  you  will  haye.^e  enough  to  ^fi^ 
brace^  whea  thia  little  amueemest  is  ov^ !  Bjqt 
we  are  in  a  villanoua  po^ilaou!  Seel  wha;t 
with  those  three  brisk  young  fellows  yonder — 
the  guard  not  far  off*  and  the  Spaniards  oy^ 
there*— we  must  mako  head  ogaia^t  thxee  SQt4 
of  otemies  at  oneOi" 

While  he  was  yet  speaking,  de  Xiauni^  being 
about  sixty  paces  q£P  with  hi9  seocmds^  ohosen 
from  amongst  his  own  pemmal  friends  rather, 
than  from  those  of  the  cardinal,  stopped  his 
horse,  and  then  urged  it  forward  at  a  gentle 
trot  according  to  the  code  of  honor  then 
in  use. 

'^  Oentlemen,**  said  he,  '*  bowing  eeremoni* 
ously  ;  '^  I  think  we  had  better  use  dispatch 
-p^the  order  to  "attack  the  city  haa  been  giren, 
and  I  ought  to  be  at  my  post." 

''We  are  ready,  sir,**  said  Cinq  Mar^  '<  and 
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if  I  could  chooee  my  antagoniet,  I  should  be 
bappy  to  find  myaelf  opposed  to  yon ;  for  I 
have  not  forgotten  the  Mar^chal  de  Basaom- 
pi^rre,  and  the  wood  of  Chaumont ;  and  you 
fully  understand  my  opinion  of  your  in* 
■olent  coaduct  when  on  a  Yiait  to  our  do* 
sudnr 

'^  You  are  young  and  inexperienced,  Mon* 
deur  de  Cinq  Mars,"  answered  de  Launay, 
'^I  fulfilled  towards  your  mother,  the  duties 
of  a  man  of  the  world  —  towards  the  Mar6- 
dial,  those  of  a  Captain  of  the  Chiard;  and 
here,  I  intend  to  uphold  those  of  a  gentle- 
man! After,  I  shall  have  satisfied  your 
friend.  Monsieur  I'Abb^  Gondi,  I  hope  to 
have  the  same  hdnor  with  yourself." 

''Hal  hal  that  is  if  I  aUow  you,** 
added  Gh)ndi,  gaily,  and  already  in  the 
saddla 

They  retired  sixty  paces  from  each  other, 
that  being  ihe  whole  length  of  the  little 
plot.    The  abb6  placed  himself  between  de 
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Thou  aad  Cinq  Mars,  who  was  nearest  the 
rampart,  where  two  Spanish  officers  and  about 
twenty  soldiers  were  assembled  to  witness 
this  encounter — tiiej  shouted  as  if  thej  were 
at  one  of  their  own  bull*fights«  and  laughed 
in  that  bitter  and  savage  mann^.  they  have 
inherited  from  the  Moorish  blood  of  their 
ancestors. 

At  a  signal  from  Gondi,  the  six  equestriane 
approached  each  other  at  a  gallop;  they 
clashed  at  the  same  instant  and  six  pistol 
diots  were  heard ;  a  thick  Tolume  of  smoke 
hid  the  combatants  from  view  —  when  it 
cleared  away,  three  cavaliers  only,  and  as 
many  horses  presented  themselves.  Cinq 
Mars  was  stiU  on  horseback,  and  tendered  his 
band  to  his  adversary  who  was  as  calm  as  himself 
and  not  wounded.  De  Thou  rode  up  dose  lo 
his  enemy  whose  horse  he  had  shot,  and 
assisted  him  to  rise.  As  for  Gondi  and  de 
Launay,  they  had  both  been  unhorsed! 
Cinq    Mars   looking  round,    perceived   the 
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fbture  cardinal  hanging  bj  his  heels,  who  was 
swearing  as  if  he  had  never  learned  other  lan- 
guage than  that  nsed  in  a  camp;  his  nose 
and  hands  were  corered  with  blood,  and  he 
was  in  an  agony  when  he  perceived  his  horse 
starting  in  the  direction  of  the  moat  which  was 
filled  with  water ;  but  Cinq  Mars  was  fortu- 
nately able  to  pass  between  the  animal 
and  the  waters  edge,  so  he  seized  it  by  the 
bridle. 

"Well,  my  good  abb^  you  are  not  much  the 
woise  for  your  rencontre,  or  you  would  not 
swear  as  you  do  I" 

"  By  the  Pope's  slipper,**  cried  he,  shaking 
the  dust  from  his  clothes ;  '*  but  I  was  obliged 
to  lean  forward  and  raise  myself  on  tiptoe  in 
my  stirrups,  to  have  a  shot  at  that  giant ;  but 
I  think  he  bites  the  dust  as  I  have  done— that 
is  some  comfort  P' 

**  You  are  not  deceived,**  answered  de  Thou, 
f'  there  is  his  horse  plunging  in  the  moat  yon- 
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der,  with  his  maator^  whoee  brains  I  fear,  are 
scattered.    We  must  escape  ioimediately  V 

''Escape  I  that  is  ^not  easy^"  said  the  ad- 
versary of  Cinq  Mars,  ''  do  you  hear  the  re- 
port of  that  gun !  'Tis  the  signal  for  attack 
— if  we  return,  we  shall  meet  the  Swiss  and 
German  legion  of  foot,  who  must  be  fighting 
hereabouts.*' 

''  Monsieur  de  Fontrailles  is  right,"  said  de 
Thou,  ''  but  if  we  do  not  return,  those  Span- 
iards, who  are  now  rushing  to  their  arms  will 
pick  us  off  to  a  certiunty  I" 

"  What  shall  we  do,"  urged  Gondi,  *'  call 
Monsieur  de  Montr^sor,  who  is  seeking  for  the 
body  of  de  Launay !" 

'"Tis  not  everyone  who  is  so  fortunate  in 
his  shot  as  you,"  remarked  Montr^r,  coming 
up  at  that  instant ;  *'  we  shall  not  have  time 
to  continue  the  duel  with  our  swords,  I  am 
afraid!" 

''  As  to  continuing,  I  have  had  quite  enough 
of  it,"  observed    Fontrailles,   ''Monsieur  de 
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Cinq  Man  haa  behaved  too  nobly  for  me  to 
think  of  tkftt  I  My  piflt(d  hnng  fire,  but  hia 
waa  cloae  to  my  cheek !  I  feel  the  ahock  of 
it  even  now — he  raised  it  porpoaely  and  fired 
in  the  air.  I  atand  hia  debtor  for  that  act 
through  life." 

'*  Ah  I  apeak  not  of  that^**  answered  Cinq 
Mars,  *'  a  bullet -haa  juat  whistled  past  my  ear : 
the  attack  is  indeed  begun,  and  we  are  between 
Mends  and  foea." 

The  cannonade  became  general — the  citadel, 
the  army,  and  the  town,  were  enyeloped  in 
smoke — the  bastion  in  front  of  them,  was  the 
only  point  not  attacked ;  and  the  guard  appeared 
less  to  defend  it  than  to  examine  the  rest  of  the 
fortifications. 

**  The  enemy  haa  made  a  sortie,^  cried  Mon- 
tr^r,  **  I  observe  a  column  of  cavalry 
charging  under  cover  of  the  fire  of  the 
citadeL** 

**  Gentlemen,^  said  Cinq  Mars,  who  had  not 
ceaaed  to  observe  the  condition  of  the  wall 
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before  him  I  *'  we  may  adopt  a  decided  couise 
at  once ;  and  that  is^  to  take  this  ill-defended 
bastion  by  escalade.'^ 

*^  Well  said,  indeed,"  observed  Fontrailles, 
"  but  we  are  only  five  against  thirty  at  least, 
and  are  clearly  seen  by  them." 

^  'Tis  not  a  bad  idea,  that,"  cried  Oondi, 
"  and  one  may  as  well  be  shot  up  there,  as 
hung  down  here ;  for  no  doubt,  de  Launay  has 
been  missed  by  this  time,  and  our  afiair  made 
pubUc" 

'^  Fortunately,**  cried  Montr^sor,  "  succour 
arrives — see,  see  1" 

A  numerous  troop  of  horse  in  great  disorder 
were  flying  towards  them,  all  in  red  jackets — 
it  seemed  as  if  they  had  been  conmianded  to 
occupy  the  very  spot  where  the  duellists  then 
stood — for  hardly  were  the  foremost  of  them 
arrived,  when  a  lenghtened  cry  of  '^  halt  I"  was 
heard* 

'^  Let  us  join  them  —  they  are  the  king's 
guard,"  observed  Fontrtulles, ''  I  know  them  by 
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dieir  ttcarlet  nniforms  and  black  cockades ;  and 
tfiere  are  many  of  the  light  horse  among  them 
tool  Let  U8  mix  with  them,  for  it  appears  to 
me,  that  they  are  rameni$!* 

This  word  was  a  genteel  way  of  explaining 
thai  they  were  routed* 

They  advanced  towards  this  noisy  bustling 
troop,  and  found  their  conjecture  to  be  true 
--  bat  instead  of  the  ill-temper  usually 
exhibited  on  such  occasions,  they  only 
heard  uproarious  mirth,  and  hearty  peels  of 
hmghter. 

^'By  Saint  Maurice,  Cahuzac,  my  friend, 
hut  your  horse  out-galloped  'mine.  I  think 
you  haye  been  in  this  sort  of  exercise  before.*' 
said  one. 

''Ah!  ha  I  you  are  the  foremost  to  arrive, 
^  he  the  sooner  rallied,  no  doubt,**  answered 
the  other. 

"I  think  the  Marquess  de  Coislin,  must 
"»ve  been  mad  to  have  given  orders  to  charge 
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eight  Spanish  regimentSj  when  he  knew  we 
were  only  400  strong." 

^'  Observe  Locmaria  I  see  how  beautifiilly 
his  feather  is  arrayed  ;  it  looks  like  a 
weeping  willow.  If  we  should  follow  you, 
my  friend,  'twould  be  to  a  church-yard  to  a 
certainty.'' 

«  Well,  friends,  I  told  you  how  it  would  be," 
responded  the  young  officer,  "  I  was  certain 
that  that  intermeddling  Capuchin,  Father 
Joseph,  must  have  mistaken  orders,  when  he 
desired  us  to  charge  by  command  of  the  Car- 
dinal. But  would  you  have  been  satisfied  if 
your  oflScer  had  not  obeyed  orders !" 

"  No  —  no  !"  answered  they,  energeti* 
cally. 

'^  I  passed  my  word,  gentlemen,"  said  the 
old  Marquess  de  Coislin,  who  preserved  the 
fire  of  youth  in  his  eyes  although  he  had  long 
boasted  of  grey  hair ;  "  that  if  you  were  or- 
dered to  the  assault  even  on  horseback,  you 
would  obey.** 
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"  We  would  —  wo  would  P  shouted  the 
officers  m  great  glee^  and  faUing  in  with  their 
men. 

'^Well,  then,  general,**  said  Cinq  Mars 
**  here  is  an  opportunity  to  put  your  promise 
in  execution.  I  am  but  a  simple  volunteer,  but 
these  cavaliers  and  myself  have  been  examining 
the  bastion  yonder,  and  we  think  it  practicable  for 
an  assault." 

"  Sir,"  answered  the  general,  gravely ;  "  we 
niust  first  sound  the  pass." 

At  this  moment,  a  ball  from  the  rampart 
^^^ck  the  old  commander's  horse  dead* 

**Locmaria,  for  ever!"  cried   the  soldiers, 
^t  him  take  the  command*     To  the  assault  I 
to  the  assault  I'* 

**  One  moment  if  you  please,  gentlemen — 

notquit^  so  fast,"  interposed  Coislin,  extrica- 

^°S  "ioaself  from  the  fallen  animaL     I   my- 

^«  ^ilj  lo^  you  I  and  let  this  young  volun- 

^^    Suide   us— for  as  the  Spaniards  have  in- 
^    3 
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vited  ti8  to  this  donc^^  tre  must  dhow  we  can 
kick  our  heels  to  some  purpose." 

He  had  scarcely  time  to  mount  another 
horse  and  draw  his  sword,  when  the  whole 
noisy  ardent  troop,  preceded  by  Cinq  Mars  and 
his  friends,  started  off  at  a  gallop,  to  the  great 
astonishment  of  the  Spaniards ;  the  horses  did 
not  sink  higher  than  to  their  girths  in  the  mire 
— they  received  no  hurt  from  a  heavy  dischaige 
of  case  shot  from  two  large  pieces  of  artillery, 
and  arrived  safely  on  a  small  grass-plot  at 
the  foot  of  the  half  ruined  rampart ;  in  the 
hurry  of  the  moment,  the  horses  of  Cinq 
Mars  and  Fontrailles  threw  themselves  into 
the  rampart,  but  a  quick  dkchai^e  of  small 
arms,  compelled  them  to  return  faster  dian 
they  went ;  the  horses  were  killed  and  rolled 
backwards  with  their  riders  over  them. 

**  On  foot,  on  foot,  gentlemen  I"  fiiiouted 
Coislin,  ''with  pistol  and  sword — abandon 
your  horses  and  advanced 

The   order  was  instantly  obeyed,   and  all 


oouRr  iNTBiau£tf.  246 

threw  themselves  into  the  breiich;  but  de 
Thooy  whose  coolness  and  friendship  never 
for  a  moment  quitted  him,  did  not  lose  sight 
of  his  impetuous  friend,  and  he  had  caught 
him  in  hia  arms  as  he  rolled  over  with  his 
horse ;  he  raised  him  up— gave  him  his  sword^ 
and  siud  with  the  greatest  coolness,  not- 
withstamdmg  that  the  balls  were  whistling 
about  him— 

**  Am  I  not  in  a  ridiculous  position  here 
mj  friend;  in  the  midst  of  this  turmoil,  and 
in  the  dress   of  a   councillor   to  the  Parlia* 
mentr 

*^  You  are,  indeed  I**  called  out  Montr&or, 
who  was  passing,  **  but  here  is  the  little  abbe, 
who  fiiUy  bears  you  out** 

And  in  truth,  Gondi,  making  his  way  through 
the  company  of  light  horse,  cried  out  at  the  top 
rf  his  voice— 

*^  Three  duels  and  an  assault,  bravo  I  I  hope 
^n  to  lose  this  cursed  cassock  T 

Uttering  these  words,  he  struck  down  a  huge 
Spaniard. 
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The  defence  was  not  of  long  duration ;  the 
Castilian  soldiers  could  not  resist  the  French 
officers— not  one  of  them  had  the  temerity  to  re- 
load his  carabine. 

"Come,  my  merry  cavaliers,  we  will  re- 
late this  feat  to  our  mistresses  on  our  re- 
turn," cried  Locmaria,  throwing  his  cap  in 
the  air,  and  Cinq  Mars,  De  Thou,  Coislin, 
de  Mouy,  Londigny,  and  other  cavaliers, 
sword  in  hand,  rushed  on,  pushing,  and 
striking  each  other  by  their  imprudent  zeal ; 
they,  at  length,  arrived  at  the  platform  of  the 
bastion,  with  the  same  eagerness  and  effcets, 
as  when  water  attempts  to  struggle  through 
the  neck  of  a  bottle ;  they  did  not  even  deign 
to  notice  the  vanquished  soldiers,  who  threw 
'themselves  on  their  knees,  but  allowed 
them  to  retire  to  the  fort;  and  shouted 
over  their  conquest  like  so  many  schoolboys  at 
play. 

A  Spanish  officer  looked  on  musingly 

^<What  demons  are  these,  Ambrosio,'  said 
he,  ^'  I  have  never  come  in  contact  with  such 
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in  France  !  If  Liouis  the'  Thirteenth,  has 
a  whole  army  of  such  spirits  I  fancy  he 
ezerdses  great  forbearance  in  not  conquering 
all  Europe." 

*^  Oh !  they  are  not  numerous,  not  theyl  I 
think  they  must  be  adventurers  who  kave 
nothing  to  lose,  but  everything  to  gain  by 
pillage.** 

**  You  may  be  right,"  retorted  the  officer,  "  I 
will  sound  one  of  them." 

Approaching  cautiously,  he  came  near  a 
young  officer  of  the  company  of  light  hor^e, 
who  was  about  eighteen  years  of  age;  he  was 
seated  alone  on  the  parapet ;  his  complexion 
was  as  delicate  as  that  of  a  young  girl,  he  held 
an  embroidered  handkerchief  in  his  white 
hand,  with  which  he  wiped  his  forehead,  and 
passed  across  his  light  Uond  hair — he  was 
consulting  a  time-piece  embellished  with  rubies, 
which  was  suspended  from  his  waist  with 
ribbon. 

The  Spaniard  halted  abruptly,  astonished 
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at  what  he  saw — ^if  he  had  not  obseryed  him  ia 
the  strife  he  would  have  imagined  he  was 
only  capable  of  reclining  on  a  down  notk, 
or  singing  some  romantic  air ;  pre-oocapied  hy 
the  idea  of  Ambrosio,  he  thought  he  must  have 
stolen  these  articles  of  luxory  from  the  apart* 
ment  of  some  female^  and  accosting  him  briskly, 
said — 

**  Hombre  I  I  am  an  officer,  will  you  grant 
me  liberty,  and  restore  me  to  my  coon- 
try  ?" 

The  young  Frenchman  looked  at  him  with 
pity,  and  said— 

<^  I  will  present  you  to  our  general,  the  Mar- 
quis de  Coislin,  who  willi  no  doubt,  do  what 
you  wish.  Is  your  family  from  Castille  or 
Arragon?" 

**  Your  general,  I  fear,  will  hare  to  nsk  par- 
mission  of  some  one  else,  and  then,  perhaps,  I 
shall  have  a  long  time  to  wait.  I  will  give  you 
foiur  thousand  ducats,  if  you  will  aid  me  to 
escape  T 
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The  yoatb  Unshed  purple  at  the  propoutioi) 
—  hia  bloe  eyes  flashed  fury,  and  he  cried 
out — 

"  What  1  money  to  mo  ?  henc^  wretch  T 

And  he  stmck  him  a  severe  bh>w  on  the 
cheek;  the  Spaniard  drew  «  poijfnard,  and 
seizing  the  Frenchman  by  the  arm,  waa  about 
to  plnnge  it  into  hia  heart,  but  his  youDg  and 
active  antagonist,  oaught  hold  of  him,  and  by 
main  strength^  forced  it  upwards  above  his 
head. 

"  Stay  —  stay  —  hold  your  hand,  Olivier," 
cried  his  comrades,  ruahing  towards  them 
— "  There  are  Spaniards  enough  sliun  to- 
day !" 

They  eauly  disarmed  their  enemy,  and  sent 
him  off  to  the  rear. 

By  this  time,  tho  foremost  company  of  thv 
besiegers,  astonished  at  their  success,  deter- 
mined to  follow  it  np. 

Cinq  Mars,  by  the  advice  of  tlie  M-itrquia 
de  CDislin,  made  the  tour  of  the  bastion  and 
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discovered  that  it  was  entirely  separated  firom 
the  city,  and  that  their  advantages  could  not 
be  improved. 

De  Thou,  Gondi,  and  other  cavaliers,  were 
talking  apart,  as  Cinq  Mars  approached  to  in- 
form them  of  this  fact. 

The  old  commandant  broke  in  upon  their 
conversation  with-— 

^'  You  are  right,  genUemen,  he  ought  to  be 
presented  by  the  Cardinal,  this  very  day,  to  the 
king." 

By  the  Cardinal !  Oh,  no !  we  will 
present  him  ourselves — he  must  not  become  a 
cardinalist !' 

**  I  will  disgust  him  with  that  eminent  per-^ 
son/'  said  Olivier  d*Entraigne8,  advancing,  **  for 
I '  was  once  a  page  of  his,  and  I  know  him 
well !" 

The  old  marquis  commanded  the  trumpets 
to  sound  to  fall  in ;  the  cannonading  now  ceased^ 
and  an  aid-de-camp  had  already  reported  to 
him,  that  the  King  and  Cfiirdinal  were  going 
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over  the  field  of  battle  to  judge  of  the  results 
of  the  day.  He  commanded  the  whole  of  the 
cavaky  regiment  to  pass  through  the  breach  in 
triumph,  and  then  draw  up  in  order  of  battle^ 
on  a  spot  where  it  appeared  utterly  impossible 
that  any  other  description  of  soldier,  than 
that  of  infantry,  could  have  taken  up  a  posi 
tion. 


2d2  OOVRT    XHTnOffH* 


CHAPTER  IX. 


THB  BEWABD  OF  COUBAGB. 


''  To  alleviate  the  excess  of  royal  grief,"  said 
Richelieu  to  himself,  **  to  open  some  new 
source  of  emotion,  which  may  eradicate  misery 
from  the  vacillating  soul  of  Louis,  I  give  my 
consent  that  this  city  may  be  besieged.  Let 
Louis  depart,  I  give  my  permission  that  he  may 
strike  a  few  miserable  soldiers,  the  blows  he 
would,  but  dare  not,  aim  at  me.      Let  his 
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ftnger  exhaust  itself  on  these  mesn  victixDS ; 
such  is  my  will,  but  the  spark  of  glorj  thus 
lighted  up  shall  not  yet  fall — two  years  shall  yet 
dapee  before  this  city  becomes  part  of  FranoC) 
it  shall  be  mine  only  at  the  precise  moment  I 
hare  mariced  out.  Thunder  forth  ye  cannon-^ 
apply  all  your  talents  in  the  operations  of  the 
riege  ye  learned  commanders,  be  doubly  brave 
ye  young  warriors— I  know  how  to  counter* 
act  your  projectSy  and  render  abortive  all  your 
efforts." 

Such  were  the  thoughts  which  ran  through 
the  active  mind  of  the  old  Cardinal,  before  the 
attack  of  which  we  have  already  given  a  slight 
desoription*  But  now  he  was  on  horseback, 
at  the  northern  part  of  the  city,  on  one  of  the 
mountains  of  Salces,  from  this  point  he  looked 
on  the  plain  of  Boussillon  which  led  to  the 
Mediterranean.  Perpignan,  with  its  strong 
bnck  ramparts,  its  bastions,  its  citadel  and 
turret,  formed  a  huge,  dark,  oval  mass  on  the 
spacious   green-sward;    enormous    mountains 
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spread  around  it  from  north  to  south  like  an 
immense  arch,  while  in  the  far  west,  the  misty 
white  line  of  the  sea  appeared  like  a  silken 
oord  binding  all  together.  To  the  right  arose 
that  high  mount  designated  the  Canigou, 
down  whose  sides  poured  the  sources  of  two 
great  rivers.  The  French  lines  extended  to 
the  foot  of  the  eastern  barrier ;  a  number  of 
general  officers  and  noblemen  were  on  horse- 
back about  twenty  feet  distant  behind  the 
minister  ;  they  maintained  the  most  perfect  si- 
lence, they  hadfollowed  the  Cardinal  throughout 
the  whole  line  of  operations  and  had  examined 
everything  most  closely,  and  now  Richelieu  had 
returned  to  the  spot  he  started  from,  and  had 
placed  himself  on  the  height  whence  his 
thoughts  and  eagle-eye  might  hover  over  the 
destinies  of  the  besieging  and  besieged  ;  the 
whole  army  seemed  under  review  by  him,  he 
was  the  observed  of  all,  and  each  man  at  arms 
considered  him  as  his  own  immediate  com- 
mander^ and  waited  his  signal  to  act ;  for  a  long 
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period  France  had  now  snccumbed  to  hia  yoke^ 
and  admiration  at  hia  great  talents  had  exclu- 
ded every  thought  of  ridicule  which  might 
have  attached  to  another  in  his  present  position; 
it  never  entered  the  mind  of  any  man  to  smile 
when  he  saw  the  priest  habited  as  a  warrior 
inacQiraBs^y  and  his  expressive  featiures  for- 
bad  all   irony — this  day  the  Cardinal    was 
dressed  in  military  costume — the  shade  of  his 
babit  was  like  that  of  a  dead  leaf,  embroidered 
^  gold;  he  wore  above  that,  a  cuirass  of  a 
water  colour^  his  sword  hung  on  one  side, 
pBtoh  were  in  his  holsters  and  he  had    a 
bat  with  plumes,  which  he  seldom  placed  on 
bu  head ;  his  red  skull-cap  always  occupying 
ito  position  there.  Two  pages  were  in  the  rear, 
0Qe  held  his  gauntlets,  the  other  his  casque^ 
and  a  captain  of  the  guards  was  on  horseback 
ftt  his  side. 

Ab  the  King  had  recently  named  him  gener- 
slusiino,  it  was  to  him  the  various  command^ 
i&g  officers  sent  for  orders^  but  he,  knowing 


2S0  coDBT  nmiQom. 

full  well  the  Beoret  motires  of  tbe  King's 
present  di^leaaure,  referred  all  who  oaoie 
for  his  opinion  to  his  Mi^esly ;  he  ran  no  risk 
in  this,  for  he  regulated  the  Eang's  pulse  like 
the  machinery  of  a  dock,  and  could  at  all 
times  predict  the  feelings  by  whidi  he  would 
be  actuated  ~  everything  therefore  transpired 
just  as  he  had  foreseen.  Louis  the  Thirteenth 
oame  a*id  placed  himself  at  his  side,  but  he 
came  as  an  unwilling  pupil  would  have  doncj 
oompelled  to  acknowledge  that  his  master  was 
in  the  right^  his  carriage  was  haughty  and  dis«* 
contented,  his  sentences  short  and  dry;  the 
Cardinal  sat  his  horse  like  a  statue.  It  was 
remarked  that  the  King  in  coosultation  gave 
the  word  of  commaodi  thus  endeavouring  to 
assimilate  his  weakness  and  power,  his  irreso- 
lution and  pride,  his  ignorance  and  lofty  pre* 
tensions,  while  bis  minister  dictated  laws  to 
Imn,  in  a  tone  of  the  most  respectful  tie- 
ference. 
'^  Let  them  commence  the  attack  (Murly,  Car- 
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dinal,'*  cried  the  King  as  he  amyed,  ''  that  is 
when  your  preparations  are  completed,  and  at 
the  moment  you  have  abeady  preconcerted 
with  those  under  your  command." 

'^  If  I  dared  offer  a  remark.  Sire,  I  would 
wish  your  Majesty  to  direct  that  the  attack 
should  begin  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  for 
liaTing  consulted  my  watch,  I  calculate  that 
time  sufficient  to  allow  the  third  line  to  deploy 
mud  advance." 

^  OtooA,  good.  Monsieur  le  Cardinal,  I 
thought  so  too  ;  I  myself  wiU  give  the  order. 
Schomberg—- Schomberg — in  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  I  desire  to  hear  the  signal  for  action." 

Schombeig  immediately  retired  to  his  post, 
the  order  was  given  and  the  attack  com- 
menced. 

l%e  batteries  long  in  readiness  by  the  care 
of  the  Mar^dhal  de  la  Meilleraie  began  to 
assault  in  breach— but  very  feebly  and  with  no 
success,  for  the  engineers  well  knew  they  had 
been  directed  towards  two  impregnable  pointS| 
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with  their  own  common  sense  and  natural  ex- 
perience, they  could  have  immediately  pointed 
out  the  proper  spot  to  have  cannonaded,  had 
they  been  allowed  so  to  do— the  King  was 
astonished  by  the  &ilure  of  this  attack. 

**  La  Meilleraie  T  called  he  with  impatience, 
^*  these  batteries  have  no  eflfect— your  gunners 
are  asleep  surely  P 

The  Mar6chal  and  officers  of  artillery  present 
did  not  answer;  their  eyes  were  fixed  on  the 
Cardinal,  who  remained  immoveable ;  they 
imitated  his  example— -of  course  they  knew 
their  proper  answer  would  have  been  that  no 
blame  could  be  attributed  to  the  artillery  men 
but  how  could  they  give  this  opinion  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  man  who  had  ordered  the  whole 
proceedings. 

The  King  was  perplexed  by  this  ominous 
mlence,  and  feared  he  had  committed  himself 
by  the  remark  he  had  made — ^he  colored 
filightly,  and  to  restore  himself  in   his   own 
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Opinion,  he  rode  up  to  the  group  of  Frinoes 
and  Dukes  who  had  accompanied  him. 

**  D'Augouleme — ^Beaufort,'*  said  he,  *^  this 
ifl  very  tiresome,  is  it  not  ?  here  we  stand  like 
so  many  mummies.'* 

Charles  de  Yalois  answered: — 

^  It  appears  to  me.  Sire,  that  the  machines 
of  the  celebratad  Fompey-Taigon  are  not  in 
requiffltion  here." 

"  The  truth  is,**  observed  the  Duke  of  Beau- 
fort, looking  fixedly  at  the  Cardinal,  ^*  we 
were  more  anxious  to  take  La  Bochelle  than 
Perpignan,  when  this  Italian  was  with  us; 
but  there  is  not  a  machine  in  readiness  here ; 
not  a  mine  prepared ;  not  a  single  petard  under 
the  walls,  and  yet  the  Mar&^hal  de  la  Meilleraie 
himself  told  me  this  morning  that  he  had  pro- 
posed to  form  a  mine  to  blow  up  the  trenches. 
Surely  'twas  neither  the  ^  Castelet,*  nor  those 
six  immense  bastions,  nor  even  the  crescent 
which   should  have  been   attacked      If  we 
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continue  tims,  the  stroqg  atone  arm  of  the 
Citadel  will  for  a  long  time  shake  its  fist  at  ua 
in  defiance." 

The  wily  Cardinal  did  not  answer  one  word. 
He  merely  made  a  sign  for  Fabert  to  advance. 
This  general  immediately  rode  close  up  to  the 
captain  of  the  guard. 

The  Duke  de  la  Bochefoucauld  addressed 
his  Majesty.  **  I  fear,  sire,  that  our  supineness 
in  opening  the  breach  has  caused  the  enemy  to 
be  insolent,  for  I  perceive  a  sortie  in  the  direc- 
tion of  your  Majesty.  The  regiments  of 
Byron  and  Dupont  give  ground  after  one  dis- 
charge.^ 

• 

*^  Well  then,"  cried  the  King,  drawing  his 

sword,  **  let  us  charge  and  make  the  rascals 
retiurn  from  whence  they  came.  Order  the 
Cavalry  to  advance  '  Augouleme.'  Where 
is  it,  Cardinal?'' 

*'  Just  behind  this  hill,  sire,  there  are  six 
regiments  of  Dragoons,  and  the  carabinen  of 
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Ls  Bbche  in  oolanm  below  are  mj  geau 
d'armee  and  light  hoise,  which  I  b^  of  jour 
Majesty  to  make  use  of,  for  those  in  front  I 
perceive  are  in  disorder  under  the  Marquees 
de  Coialin.  Ah!  ever  too  zealous:— Father 
Joseph !  command  tiis  retuin," 

He  spoke  in  a  whisper  to  the  Capudiin,  who 
had  accompanied  him,  and  who  nss  likewise 
dres84M]  in  military  costume ;  but  oh  I  what  a 
soldier  I  it  need  scarcely  be  siud  the  drees  made 
him  look  ridicnloue  indeed.  He  departed  to 
execute  the  order. 

But  now  the  close  column  of  the  old  Spanish 
Infantry  debouched  from  tjie  gate  of  Notre 
Dame,  like  a  dark  moving  forest,  whilst  from 
aaother  gate  a  squadron  of  heavy  Cavalry  ap- 
peared and  ranged  itself  along  the  plain. 
The  French  army  was  drawn  out  in  battle 
array  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  near  where  the 
Kinf;  had  stationed  himself,  and  behind  the 
redoutes  acd  (astanes  were  to  be  seen  the  an- 
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fortunate  light  horse^  beaded  by  Colslin,  en» 
compassed  by  these  two  corps  who  were  ten 
times  their  superior  in  numbers. 

*'  Grive  orders  to  charge,"  shouted  Louis, 
**  or  my  veteran  de  Coislin  will  be  defeated." 

He  rushed  down  the  hill  followed  by  his 
suite,  but  before  he  could  arrive  at  the  base, 
the  two  companies  had  taken  their  course — like 
so  many  vultures,  and  with  cries  of  **  Vive 
ie  Roiy^  they  advanced  with  the  rapidity  of 
lightning  on  the  enemy,  and  making  a  deep 
and  sanguinary  gap,  passed  directly  through 
them,  and  rallied  behind  the  Spanish  bastion, 
as  we  have  seen  in  the  last  chapter,  and  left 
the  Cavalry  so  astounded  that  they  only 
thought  of  reforming,  and  no  orders  were  given 
to  pursue.  The  whole  French  army  shouted 
aloud  at  the  manoeuvre.  The  astonished  King 
reined  up  his  horse  and  looked  around  him ; 
he  saw  in  all  eyes  a  burning  desire  to  attack 
the  enemy,  and  all  the  valor  of  his  race  shone 
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uihis  face.  He  remained  but  one  moment  as 
^  in  donbt,  listening  to  the  roar  of  the  cannon, 
Wid  sniffing  the  odour  of  the  powder.  He 
tben  seemed  to  be  braced  with  another  life, 
Bnd  to  become  a  Bourbon  indeed.  All  who 
i^ow  saw  him  fancied  they  were  commanded  by 
wother  man,  when  raising  his  sword  above 
bi8  head,  and  casting  his  eyes  to  Heaven,  he 
cried  out, 

**  Follow  me,  brave  friends.     Here,  at  least, 

^  »m  King  of  France." 

flis  Cavalry  deployed  and  galloped  forward 

^  ^  spirit  that  set  space    at  nought,  and 

^g  through  the  clouds  of  dust  raised  from 

^     ^^cmbling  earth  beneath  them,  was  in  an 

*   ***^t  mingled  with  the  Spanish  horse. 

^^ow!  now!   is  the  moment!"   cried  the 

^^^nal,  in  a  voice  of  thunder,  "  order  those 

^ries  to  cease  firing.     Fabert,  issue  your 

^^^ands — ^Direct  your  whole   force  against 

Infantry  yonder,  who  are  about  to  surround 
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the  King.  Quick  I  fly  I  save  ius  lubjestyl 
His  suite,  hitherto  stationary,  advanced  in  all 
directions — the  generals  gave  their  orders^ 
aid-de-camps  rushed  to  the  plain — oyerlea{ung 
the  fosses,  barriers,  and  pallisades  they  reached 
their  appointed  spot  almost  as  soon  as  the 
thought  which  directed  them.  Suddenly  the 
dull  play  of  the  batteries  was  changed  to  one 
mass  of  brilliant  flame,  scarcely  allowing 
space  for  the  smoke  to  pass  away,  which  rising, 
formed  an  infinite  number  of  light  flying 
circles  which  became  incorporated  with  the  air 
-—the  cannon,  till  then,  like  a  distant  echo, 
now  thundered  forth  with  the  rapidity  of  the 
drum  beating  to  the  charge,  while  from  three 
distinct  points,  a  most  destructiYe  fire  from 
the  guns  fell  on  the  heavy  columns, 
supporting  their  companions  in  arms  in 
the  sortie.  Richelieu,  without  changing  hi$ 
position,  but  with  a  quick  eye,  and  conomand- 
ing  gesture,  gave  his  orders  in  a  tone,  and 
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With  a  look  which  threatened  death  to  those 
who  did  not  instantly  obey. 

''  The  King  has  oyercome  the  enemy- 
bat  they  stdll  continae  to  defend  themselves,'' 
cried  he,  ^  our  batteries  have  been  effective, 
but  have  not  yet  conquered.  Three  regiments 
of  Infimtiy  to  the  front.  Gassion !  La  Meil- 
lende  and  Lesdiguidres  I  take  the  column  by 
the  flank.  Command  the  rest  of  the  army  to 
difioontmue  the  attack,  and  to  stand  to  their 
^nns.  Give  me  paper,  I  myself  \viU  write  a 
despatch  to  Schomberg.*' 

A  page  came  forward  with  a  crayon  and 
paper. 

The  minister,  supported  by  four  gentlemen 
of  hissnitCj  alighted  with  much  pain  and  dif- 
ficulty from  lus  horse;  he  could  not  wholly 
rappiess  an  involuntary  ejaculation  caused  by 
his  malady ;  but  he  subdued  himself  and  sat 
down  on  one  of  the  carriages  of  a  gun.  The 
page  presented  his  shoulder  as  a  desk,  and  the 
vol..  I-  w 
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CardiiMd  hmtSj  panoA  the  Mowiag  ikiden 
which  has  been  handed  down  te  cor  notice  bjr 
oonteoflporaiy  tnaanaeriptB. 

**Moiitt6uar  to  Mar^ohal,  hen^d  nothingf 
meditate  well  beiwe  yon  cotmiieHee  ett 
attack*  When  one  writefi^  that  his  M%jetfty 
denres  yen  should  risk  nothing ;  he  does  nol 
abeoknety  forbid  you  to  attaek  i  his  intention 
is  that  yon  shonld  not  bring  on  a  general  en- 
gagement) if  it  be  not  with  the  certain  hepe 
of  complete  sneoess ;  the  responsibility  of  the 
battle  therefore  rests  with  yourself." 

TheM  orden  given,  the  oh!  minister  still 
seated  on  the  gun  carriage,  leaning  with  his 
arms  oter  the  touch-hde  of  the  piece,  and  his 
diin  resting  on  them  continued  in  mlence  to 
follow  with  his  eye  the  fortune  of  the  field 

This  day,  it  was  remarked  by  his  folkywet^ 
indeed  by  all  who  approached  him,  that  the 
Cardinal,  from  the  time  he  rose  at  di^fteeak 
until  the  evening,  took  no  nouridmieivt  wkal-' 
ever,  and  so  applied  the  powers  of  his  mind  to 
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tlie  importaiit  #yente  of  the  day,  that  he  en*^ 
tirei J  oooquered  all  bodily  pain,  and  ^>peared 
to  haT«  completely  overcome  it  by  sheer  for- 
getfiilneBfL 

It  was  this  po^er  of  concentrating  the  atten- 
tion, and  this  continued  presence  of  mind 
which  raised  him  almost  to  the  rank  of  a 
genius;  he  woold  indeed  have  attuned  to  it, 
if  he  had  possessed  a  native  elevation  of  soul 
and  sensibility  of  heart  All  occurred  on  the 
field  of  battle  just  as  he  had  wished — and  his 
pdlidcal  good  fortune  seemed  to  have  followed 
him  here.  Louis  XIII  sei2ed  the  victory, 
propared  for  him  by  his  minister  with  avidity 
though  his  part  in  it,  as  we  have  seen, 
merely  conristed  in  the  assistance  a  brave 
man  would  naturaliy  afford  in  such  a  cause. 
The  cannon  ceased  as  the  broken  columns 
were  thrown  back  disoomfited  into  the  city ; 
the  remaindsr  of  the  Spanish  troops  followed 
tfadr  companions,  and  there  only  remained  in 
the  plain  the  splendid  squadrons  of  the  Eling, 
V  3 
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which  foUowed  his  moyements  while  reforming ; 
the  monarch  returned  slowly,  conte^iplating 
the  field  of  battle,  with  extreme  satiBfaction. 
He  passed  proudly  under  the  fire  of  the 
Spanish  batteries,  which  either  by  bad  practice 
or  from  a  secret  understanding  with  the  Car* 
dinal,  merely  sent  forth  a  few  shot  which 
passing  considerably  aboye  his  head  fell  harm- 
lessly outside  the  lines  of  the  camp.  This 
exposure  of  his  person  added  to  his  ^lajesty^s 
just  reputation  for  courage. 

But  as  he  neared  the  spot  where  Bichelieu 
had  taken  up  hiB  position,  the  expression  of 
his  coimtenance  changed ;  he  lost  his  energetic 
look — the  noble  heat  of  triumph  became  chilled 
on  his  forehead.  An  unusual  paleness  over- 
spread his  countenance,  and  by  the  time  he 
had  joined  the  Cardinal  a  deep  melancholy  had 
settled  on  him.  The  minister  was  now  exactly 
where  the  King  had  left  him.  On  horseback, 
and  at  all  times  coldly  respectful,  he  bowed, 
and  after  a  few  complimentary  phrases,  placed 
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uimself  next  Louis,  to  accompany  him  along 
the  lines  to  witness  the  ravages  and  effects  of 
the  day.  The  princes  and  great  lords  marched 
either  before  or  after  them  at  some  distance ; 
the  sagacious  minister  knew  better  than  to 
P^^  the  slightest  hint  that  he  himself  had 
taken  part  in  the  events  of  the  day,  and  it  was 
'^'i^kable  that  among  all  those  who  came 
^  report  themselves  to  him  there  was  not 
^^  ^ho  had  not  dived  into  his  thoughts  on  the 
J^^t^    and    had    acted    accordingly.       All 


su 


^^^^^^    was  awarded  as   due   to  the  King. 

^   ^hole   company   thus   proceeded  to  the 

^  of  the  camp,  which  the  Cardinal  had  not 

•^^t  liad  under  his  observation.  He  there  per- 

^^    with   pleasure   that  Schomberg,  who 


him   well,  had   acted  precisely  in   the 

^^     of   his  written    orders— compromising 

;;*>  ^  few  of  hi-  light  horse,  and  fighting  but 

^  ^    ^0  much  energy  as  to  preclude  any  oharge 

^^^ctivity — yet  not  sufficiently  as  to  produce 

^       satisfactory   result.    This    conduct  was 
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ju8t  what  tLe  minister  wished,  and  it  did  not 
displease  the  King  either,  whose  self  love  was 
charmed  with  having  been  personally  the 
hero  of  the  day.  He  indeed  endeavoured  to 
persuade  those  around  him  that  the  efforts  of 
Schomberg  were  completely  barren  of  e&ct; 
that  he  could  have  done  without  him— and 
that  his  enemies  were  not  so  mudi  to  be  feaied 
as  he  had  been  led  to  expect. 

'^  To  prove  however  that  you  merit  my 
favor,"  added  he,  addressing  Schomberg,  **  we 
name  you  Chevalier  of  our  orders  and  grant 
you  entry  at  all  times  to  our  presence." 

The  Cardinal  too,  pressed  his  hand  affection- 
ately as  he  passed,  and  the  Mar^chal,  aaton- 
ished  at  these  sudden  favors,  was  obliged  to 
console  himself  and  reconcile  his  acceptanoe 
of  them  to  his  consdence  by  calling  to  mind 
all  the  brilliant  actions  he  had  achiered 
during  his  long  career,  but  which  had  been 
hitherto  wholly  overlooked,  and  attributed  tbcm 
even  now  merely  to  Boyal  caprice* 
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The  'Siag  was  aboat  to  retnee  his  st^M^ 
when  the  Due  de  Beaufort  with  »  look  of  great 
aarinse,  cried  OH  t, 

*'  D«  toy  eyea  deoeiTe  me  ?  It  i^pean  to 
ma  that  on  the  baation  yonder  there  are  seme 
qsnUieniaaaat'let  regimeatalstwfaoloi^aiiias- 
ingly  like  your  light  hone  whom  we  thought 
eat  to  pieoea." 

The  Cardinal  but  hia  l»rov>. 

*  lia  impo^ble,"  aaid  be, "  the  impradenee 
of  Monsieur  de  Colalin  has  loat  theee  brave 
aoldiuia  to  bis  Majesty.  This  was  the  reason 
I  hialed  latdy  that  if  the  whole  corps  were 
supprauad  great  advantagee  might  accrue  to 
the  aerrio^  apeaking  in  a  military  point  of 
view." 

**  Bat  your  Eroiaence  must  pardon  m^"  an- 
awered  the  Dae.  *<  I  am  not  deceived  I  and 
here  are  aeven  or  eight  on  foot  leading  tiua* 


"  Welt,  Ut  OS  viait  that  p<ant,''  observed 
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the  King,  careleaely,  "  aiid  if  I  find  my  dd 
Coislis — why  I  sball  be  rejoiced." 

With  much  care  the  whole  party  passed 
through  the  marahes ;  they  were  in  great  as- 
tonishment when  they  beheld  the  two  com- 
panies arranged  in  order  of  battle  as  if  on 
parade. 

<*  Thank  Heaven,"  cried  the  King,  <<  I  do 
not  think  that  there  is  one  of  them  misnng. 
WeU,  my  old  General,  you  keep  your  word,  I 
see,  scaling  walls  on  horseback." 

"  I  think  the  point  of  attack  has  been  ill- 
cliosen>"  observed  Richelieu  with  disdain, 
"  it  does  not  ffive  us  one  iota  t^  advantage 
and  most  have  cost  many  brave  men." 

"  Futh,  periiaps  you  are  right,"  answered 
the  King,  addressing  the  Cardinal  for  the  first 
lime  with  frankneae  and  cordiality  mnce  the 
interview  which  followed  the  news  of  the 
death  of  the  Queen  Mother.  ^  I  mudi  r^ret 
the  blood  which  must  have  been  shed  here  f 
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''  Indeed,  ore,  there  have  been  but  two  of 

^^^  people  hurt  in  the  attack/  rejoined  the 

^  commander — "  and  we  have  gained  some 

^^  <^mpanions  in  the  volunteers  who  headed 

'indeed!   and  who  are  they?"  asked  the 

-I^ree  of  them  have  abready  retired,  sire ; 

^^e  youngest  whom  you  may  see  yonder 

^I^e  first  in  the  assault,  and  even  gave  me 

^*^^ii  of  it.     The  two  companies  claim  the 

^  of  presenting  him  to  your  Majesty," 

^^q  Mars  on  horseback   behind   the  old 

^^under  raised    his  hat — his  young,  pale 

^t^nance,  large  black  eyes,  and  long  brown 

'*^^,  excited  immediate  attention. 

*^  Those  features  remind  me  of  some  one," 
observed  the  Kin^:,  **  what  say  you,  Cardinal?" 
The  Minister  had  already  thrown  a  hasty 
glance  at  the  new  arrival,  and  answered, 

"I  am  much  mistaken  if  this  young  man  be 
not-" 

K  5 
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**  Henri  d'  Effiat,"  intemiptod  the  Tdosteer, 
bowing  reapeotfollj. 

"Indeed I  this  then  it  th«  gentlanum  of 
whom  I  li»Te  already  apokea  to  your  M^esty, 
and  who  ebould  have  been  preeented  by  me— 
lie  is  the  8ec<Hid  aoa  of  the  laie  MiirtehaL" 

"  Ab,  good,  good,"  cried  Lomi,  with  mnoh 
aoimaUoD,  "  we  prefer  his  presentatioo  on  the 
battle  field  by  the  side  of  this  bastion.  TSs 
fortunate,  my  good  youth,  espeoiaUy  ae  yon 
boar  the  name  of  our  old  friend.  Ftdlow  us 
to  the  camp  where  we  Iteve  muoh  to  oomnu- 
nicale  to  you;  but  whcm  do  we  see — you 
here.  Monsieur  de  Hiou  F  who  ia  to  profit  by 
your  learned  opinion  in  this  company  ?" 

"  I  fear  me,"  said  Coialia,  "  instead  of  aaj 
of  your  Majesty's  liege  subjeots,  he  has  eon- 
ei^ned  to  death  sundry  Spaniards,  for  he  was 
the  second  to  eater  the  breach." 

"  I  struok  no  one,  aire,"  interrupted  Oa  llioa 
blusbiDg,  "  that  is  not  my  profesriob.  I  chum 
no  distinction  here.  I  merely  aootMUpanMd 
my  dear  Mend,  Mraneur  de  Oinq  Mara." 
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*^  We  are  ploiflad  widi  joor  modesty  as 
your  courage,  air,  and  §kall  not  forget  this 
trait.  Is  there  not  some  prenden^  vacant, 
Cerdinair  naked  the  ]Sng. 

Bicheliea  loved  not  da  Thon,  and  as  his  dia* 
Gkes  had  alwaya  aomewhat  of  mystery  in  them, 
it  wae  deemed  ueleaa  ever  to  enqnire  the 
oanee;  thia  enmity  arose  from  aome  passagea 
in  the  histories  written  by  the  President  de 
Thou,  the  fiither  of  this  young  man,  which 
epoke  slightingly  of  a  great  nude  of  the  Car- 
dina]»  who  was  first  a  Monk,  tiien  was  an 
apostate,  and  afterwards  eommitted  most  hein- 
ous crimes.  Richelieu  bending  to  Joseph, 
whiqpered  in  his  ear. 

''  Thou  seest  this  man ;  his  fkther  published 
nsy  name  in  his  history.  Doubt  not^  I  will 
pbKM  his  in  mine*"* 

In  &ct  he  inserted  it  in  after  days  in  blood ! 
To  avoid  answering  therefore  he  feigned  not 
to  bear  the  question,  and  spoke  of  the  merit:' 
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of  young  Cinq  Man,  and  of  his  wish  to  see 
him  well  placed  at  Court 

"  I  have  already  made  you  a  promise  that 
he  shall  be  Captain  of  the  Guard,''  said  the 
Prince,  *^  give  him  this  appointment  at  once. 
I  wish  to  be  better  acquainted  with  him,  and 
will  promote  him,  should  he  please  me*  Let 
us  return— the  sun  has  sunk  in  the  horizoD, 
and  we  are  still  far  from  the  camp.  Command 
my  two  brave  regiments  to  follow." 

The  minister,  after  having  given  this  order, 
the  laudatory  part  of  which  he  took  care  to 
omit,  returned  to  the  right  of  the  King,  and 
the  whole  escort  quitting  the  bastion,  which 
was  then  confided  to  the  care  of  the  Suiades, 
returned  to  the  camp. 

The  two  companies  marched  slowly  through 
the  breach  they  had  made ;  they  were  grave  and 
silent. 

Cinq  Mars  approached  his  friend* 

'^  These  heroes  are  ill-recompensed  indeed/' 


) 


COUBT    INTHIQU£&  271 

he,  '^  not  a  aingle  favor  bestowed*— not  one 
^^ooQiagiiig  word  addressed  to  them.'' 

Bnty"  answered  his  simple  friend,   ^*  yon 

f^he  that  I,  who  came  rather  against  my 

^^tion,  receive  all  manner  of  compliments. 

^^itms  life;    but  the  true  Judge  is  above ; 

'^e  who  marks  all,  and  who  cannot  be  de« 
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CHAPTER  XI. 


THB  MI8TAXB. 


To  appear  in  time  before  the  King,  Cinq  Man 
had  been  under  the  necessity  of  mounting  a 
horse  belonging  to  one  of  the  soldiers  who  had 
been  wounded  in  the  late  assault,  his  own 
having  been  killed  at  the  foot  of  the  rampart. 
While  the  two  companies  were  defiling,  as 
mentioned  in  the  last  chapter,  he  felt  himself 
gently  touched  on  the  shoulder,  and  turning 


I 


oooBt  nrTBtsuia. 
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nnmd.  peroeiTod  Onndobunp  holding  a  beu- 
tifiil  charger  by  ths  bridle. 

"Will  Ton  have  the  gOodaoM,  toy  dear 
nattar,  to  laooot  one  of  yoor  own  honae,  in- 
•tead  of  that  great,  ugly  bnite,  yoD  are  be- 
Btridiog,"  md  he,  "  I  have  recovered  die  em- 
btwdered  velvet  saddle  from  the  poor  nog  in 
the  £toh,  and  see,  here  it  ia  I" 

BeceiviDg  a  nod  ia  liia  affirmative,  and 
aajintinff  hia  iwairtfir  to  disuount,  he  iM'ntiwupd 
'*  Paidoo  me,  if  I  am  rather  long  in  a4)aating 
the  saddle,  bat  I  have  rather  hart  my  arm  in 
aurinring  Monrieur  de  Tboo,  who,  you  know, 
was  hel|Hng  you." 

"  And  were  j/ou  there  too  ?"  cried  Cinq 
Man'  "  that  waa  not  your  bosineas,  I  warrant 
me.     Did   I   not  desire  you  to  remain  at  the 


"  Oh,  yes  I  no  doubt  you  certainly  did— but 
then,  you  see,  my  dear  master,  I  did  not  remain 
there;  I  dould  have  been  taken  suddenly  ill, 
if  I  had  heard  a  musket  shot  witbuul  /seeing 
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the  flasb.  That's  always  the  case  with  me  t  Al 
to  my  boBiaesa !  why,  mj  bumneBS  is  to  attend 
to  the  hones,  and  as  I  was  looking  after  the 
one  yon  were  On,  1  was  obliged  to  follow  to 
keep  him  in  sight  you  know  I"  while  adjusting 
the  saddle,  he  continued.  "  Ah  t  how  I  loved 
that  horse,  sir  I  Do  you  know,  he  would  only 
nllow  me  to  give  him  his  com ;  he  was  always 
caresung  me  with  hie  head  when  I  went  to  him 
—in  proof,  see,  be  took  off  the  end  of  my  left 
ear  one  day,  the  pretty  playful  animal  I  but  he 
did  not  do  it  on  purpose — no,  no,  not  he  I— you 
should  hare  heard  how  he  would  neigh—with 
rage,  I  suppose,  when  any  one  else  approached 
him.  He  broke  John,  the  ostler's  leg  on  that 
account,  the  geatle,  affectionate  beast !  When 
he  fell  into  the  moat,  I  lifted  him  upon  one  nde 
and  Monsieur  Locmaria,  was  on  the  ground 
on  the  other.  1  thought  they  would  bolh 
have  risen  together — but,  alas !  the  latter  only 
gave  signs  of  life.  I  was  so  sorry !  you  may 
smile,  sir,  but  1  love  a  horse  1  A  horse  is  the  soul 
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^the  cayaEer  I  What  is  it  that  terrifies  the  in- 

^^  ?  Why  the  horse ;  certainly^  not  the  man, 

^°o  once  off  on  a  charge,  is  of  no  more  use 

^  a  truss  of  straw !    Who  acbieyes  the  glo- 

^^  action  ?    Why,  the  horse  again,  when 

^  ^x^Bster,    perhaps,    has    wished  himself  a 


miles  away.       Who  wins  the  race  ? 


*^«dred 
^y  the  horse  again  I    And  he,  poor  beast, 
^Utent    with    his    usual    corn,  while  his 

r^*^^^  fiUa  his   purse   with  gold  I      Who — 

Oat      1^       . 

Alonsieur  —  Monsieur  I     what    is    the 

^^  with    you  ?      How    pale    you    have 

'  Bind  my  1^— quick,  a  handkerohief— a  sash 
"nything  I    I  feel  a  sharp  burning  ptun—what 
«n  it  be  ?•» 

'*'  otir  boot  is  cut  through,  sir-^it  must  have 
^  ^y  a  shot.    But  never  mind  that,  for  lead 
*  *Hend  to  man  T 

"^nd  he   whom  the  Lord  loves,  he  chas- 
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While  the  inoorr^iUe  old  felloir  was  landing 
up  die  leg  with  a  handkocihief  and  about  to 
ent«t  OB  as  ^wlogy  for  the  ballet,  he  wu  ia- 
tcmipted  by  a  ntrisy  disrate  between  aoiae 
thirty  Swite  Boldien ;  they  uemed  qourelling 
reapeotii^  two  priaonen  who  ware  m  A» 
midst  of  tliein. 

"These  K^dierB  ore  qBamiHng,"  eiied 
Grutdohamp,  who  ondentood  eometfaing  of 
Gennan ;  **  as  to  which  of  the  two  Spaniard! 
they  dionld  hang  fint ;  one  eaya  Aa  offioar, 
another  the  private ;  aad  now  a  diird  triea  to 
malce  up  the  qoarreL" 

"  What  Bays  he?"  enquired  Cinq  llbn. 

*<  He  votes  Isa  hanging  hatii  at  ones  T 

"Softly,  softly,"  cried  Cinq  Maray  endea- 
vouri^  to  walk  towards  tbea,  but  his 
leg  fiulod  iSm  i  "  Plaoe  me  on  honebaok, 
Grandchampu" 

The  old  domeetio  asasted  him  with  great 
care,  uad  na  to  detain  the  Swiss  aol&rs  now 
in  readiness  to  put  the  last  piece  of  advice  into 
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exeeution ;  or  rather,  to  allow  their  priaoners 
to  hai^  themsdres,  for  the  offieer,  with  the 
eoolneas  of  his  apathetio  ooimtTTiiieii,  had 
already  paaaed  roimd  the  neck  of  his  feUow 
prisoner  a  slip-knot,  and  was  monnting  a  small 
ladder  which  was  phced  against  a  tree ;  the 
priratey  in  the  meantime,  was  holding  the  lad- 
der to  prevent  any  acddentt 

Cinq  Mars  arriyed  jnst  in  time  to  save 
their  liyea.  Namini^  himself  to  the  petty 
officer,  and  taking  Giandofaamp  for  his  inter* 
preter,  he  deoiared  that  the  two  prisoners  be* 
lolled  to  him-->that  as  he  was  captain  of  the 
goard,  he  was  responsible  for  them,  and  he 
ordered  them  to  his  tent ;  the  German  officer, 
always  well-discipUned,  made  no  reply,  the 
only  resistance  was  from  the  Spanish  officer 
himself<~tnrmng  round  on  the  ladder,  he  called 
with  a  sardonic  grin-- - 

'^  I  should  like  to  know  what  business  you 
hare  to  meddle  with  me?  Who  tdd  you  I 
wanted  to  liye?" 
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"  I  care  little  about  that,"  answered  Cinq 
Man,  "or  what  becomes  of  you  hereafter! 
I  only  forbid  an  act  that  I  think  nnjuet.  You 
may  commit  Buiade  as  soon  as  you  please,  when 
I  hare  done  with  you !" 

"  Well  said,"  answered  the  Spaniard,  "  yon 
please  me,  young  man.  I  thought  at  first,  you 
interfered  from  generosity,  to  force  me  to  be 
griktofiil  in  return,  a  thing  I  abominate !  As 
it  ia,  I  will  come  down,  hnt,  remember,  I 
shall  detest  you  as  much  ever,  for  yon  are 
a  Frenchman !  Nor  shall  I  even  thank  you— 
you  are  only  paying  a  debt  of  gratitude; 
for  know,  'twas  I  who  saved  your  life 
this  very  day,  by  ordering  the  soldier  on 
the  rampart  not  to  fire  at  you  —he  is  a  dead 
shot." 

"  Be  it  so, '  said  Cinq  Mars,  "  descend." 

Still  sufiering  from  hta  wound.  Cinq  Man 
put  his  horse  in  gentle  motion,  so  as  not  to 
out -pace  his  prisonera;  they  now  advanced 
towards  the  two  companies  who  had  pn^resied 
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flome  distance,  and  Cinq  Mars  began  to  turn  in 

^  mind,  what  his  monarch  could  by  poesi- 

™Kty,  have  to  say  to  him.   A  ray  of  hope  shot 

woogh  his  breast,  as  the  image  of  Marie  de 

^ftntua,  rose  in  his  imagination,  then  he  was 

Uesaed  with  a  moment's  peace ;  but  his  future 

destiny  lay  in  these  words,  "  Please  the  king," 

"^and  he  began  to  trace  the  bitter  state  of  de- 

P^^deoce  to  which  he  should  be  doomed  in  en* 

®*^ouring  to  do  so. 

^t  this  moment,  his  friend,  de  Thou, 
uneasy  at  his  remaining  so  long  in  the  rear 
joined  him,  having  sought  him  almost  every- 
where. 

"It  is  late,  my  friend— night  approaches— 
y9u  have  loitered  too  long.  Who  have  you 
here  ?  Why  have  you  remained  thus  be- 
hind us  ?  The  king  will  soon  enquire  for 
your 

'  Such  were  the  rapid  questions  and  observa- 
tions of  the  young  councillor. 
"I  am  slightly  wounded,   dear  de  Thou — 


S86 


OOITBT    INTBIOinn. 


beeidMy   I  bring  priflonei8»  and  was  at  tUs 
mcmatit,  thinkiiig  of  the  king.    What  cam  be 
want  with  me?  What  must  Ido  if  he  requiraa 
my  near  appraach  to  his  person  ?  '  Please  hiiii»' 
yon  will  say.    Ah  1  at  this  idea — shall  I  aiFOW 
it  ?    I  am  almost  tempted  to  fly  I    I  sincerely 
hope  1  shall  not  have  the  fatal  honor  of  living 
near  him.    *  To  pleaseT  what  hnmiliadon  in 
the  very  idea  I  to  obey  is  not  so  bad.    A  see- 
dier exposes  his  life,  and  that  is  alL    Bat,  my 
dear  friend,  what  sacrifices  of  efaar^icter — ^what 
compacts  with  eonsotenoe-^what  degradation  of 
thought  in  l^e  life  of  a  courtier  1  Ah  I  de  Than, 
my  dear  de   Thou,   I  am  not  fit  for  sueh  a 
Itfb.  I  feel  this»  although  I  have  seta  it  but  for 
a  momenta    I  have  something  wild  and  savage 
in  my  nature;  educaiioi),  has   only  poKsbed 
the  surface.     Afar  ol^  I  thought  myself  able 
to  live  in  the  all  powerful  world ;  stimulated 
by  a  lon>r  cherished  project  I  even  desired  it^ 
but  alas  I   1   recede   at   the  first  step  —  the 
i^ht  of  the  Cardinal  makes  me  recoil    The 
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rmlledaon  c^  die  latent  of  hk  enme§,  wMoh 
I  myself,  bftve  witnefised^  hM  tMd<!ted  me 
iiMifable  of  speiko^  to  Urn  —  it  has  honri- 
ied  tt»!  11m  ldiig*6  fbvor  has  idio  BMiething 
in  it  dreadfel,  ae  if  it  were  to  Muse  my  tttter 

ft 

rain  tt&d  destruction  T 

^  I  «n  not  Borry  to  observe  these  fears^ 
they  will  be  Salntaiy  p^haps,"  replied  de 
Thdo,  **  you  a^e  about  to  eotne  in  oontiict 
with  supreme  favor  —  and  you  will  be  in  a 
position  to  observe  what  it  reaHy  is,  and  by 
whoie  hands  tho  thunders  at«  charged.  Ahis  I 
I  tratt  yon  will  not  be  injured  by  them  I 
Yon  will  have  a  voice  in  those  councils  by 
which  the  destinies  of  nations  are  decided ; 
^you  will,  perhaps,  «v«tti  ^ve  birth  to  those 
ideas  from  which  sanguinary  waffs  take 
their  risoi  you  will  hold  in  your  hand 
the  siftigle  dn^  of  water,  which,  hereafter, 
may  become  «  mighty  torrent  It  ie  fmn  a 
Ugh  MslaoA  one  appreciates  human  affldn 
niy  iStieiid-^ono  nmst  pass  on  the  pinnacle  of 
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powerto  nnderstftiidtlieattflrUttleDess  of  th<}se 
affitire  osoaUy  deemed  of  importance." 

"  Ab !  ooald  I  obiun  that  postion,  I  should 
indeed,  learn  the  leaeon  you  would  teach  me, 
my  fiiend;  bat  the  Caidioal,  that  man  to 
whom,  I  mast  perforce  lie  ander  obligation  ; 
he,  whom  I  really  know  only  by  his  accursed 
deeds— what  will  he  be  to  me  ?" 

"  He  ?  a  iiiend — a  protector !"  answered  de 
Thou. 

"  Bather  a  thousand  deaths  than  such  a 
friend.  I  hold  his  very  existence — nay,  bis 
very  name,  in  detestation!  He  sheds  the 
blood  of  man  with  the  croea  of  the  Re- 
deemer r 

•  "  What  mistaken  ideas  possess  you  ?  You 
will  be  infallibly  lost,  if  you  speak  thus  of  the 
Cardmal!" 

"  What  matters  it  ?  But  hear  me ;  in  the 
midst  of  his  crooked  paths,  I  will  take  a 
new  one— that  of  the  straight  and  direct  line! 
My  whole  thoughts — the  thoughts  of  on  up 
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S  ^   tixsai,   shall    ever    be   displayed  to  the 

^^  should  he    question  me !    I  have  seea 

'  ^e  Thou —  I    have  seen   the  monarch 

Itas   been    reported   so  weak,    and   his 

'^^s  penetrated   my  heart — he  is,  doubt- 

W 

Unhappy,    but     he    cannot    be    cruel: 

^U  hear  the  truth  from  me,  should  it  cost 

*^y  life." 

.    "^y  €,  but  he  dares  not,"  answered  the  saga- 

^t     ^   ^e  Thou;  "be  you  careful  of  this  en- 

^^in,   Henri,   it   carries  you  beyond  the 

v3\e  x>(  prudence.     Do  not  enter  the  lists  with 

a  colossus  like  Richelieu,  without  having  first 

well  matured  your  plans." 

'^You  counsel  me  like  my  old  tutor,  the 

Abb6  Quillet.    But  neither  of  you  yet  know 

ine,  yoa  know  not  how  tired  I  am  of  self  I 

^d  to  what  height  I  have  dared  to  raise  my 

thoughts  ~  I  must  ascend  or  die." 

*'  What !  ambitious  already  I"  cried  De  Thou, 

is  great  surprise. 

VOL,   I,  o 
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HiB   friend   boired  liia  head  —  he  did  not 

"What,  has  that  all  abeorbingpaBnOH  irfiiiataie 
age  already  seized  upon  70a  at  the  early  yean 
of  twenty  I  Oh  I  Henri,  ambition  ifi  the  most 
deceitful  of  all  dec^tfiil  pa«don&," 

"And  yet,  De  Thoa, 'tis  bb  yon  have  divined- 
I  am  vholly  absorbed  by  it — my  heart  is  en- 
gulphed  in  its  Tortez." 

"  Ah !  Cinq  Man  I  I  know  you  not  indeed. 
How  altered  you  are !  Do  yon  remonber  our 
early  walks,  when  the  life  and  death  of  Socratea 
forced  from  us  tears  of  admiration ;  when  the 
beau  ideal  of  Our  lives  was,  that  our  future  dayB 
might  be  like  those  of  the  sages  of  old ;  to  be 
tried  and  not  to  be  found  wantang-^to  oome 
forth  from  the  fomace  unscathed.  Ifstj,  if  the 
voice  of  man  had  then  pronounced  the  w<»d 
ambitiou,'  we  should  have  shrunk  fitim  the 
nune,  as  from  a  serpent" 

Cinq  Mars  raised  his  head— his  eyes  were 
filled  with  generous    tears,    he    clai^ted   hia 
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friend's    hand    with    ferrour   and    said,  with 
emotion — 

^  De  Thon,  my  friend,  joa  have  recalled  to 
me,  the  sweetest  thoughts  of  early  youth ;  be* 
Ueve  me,  I  am  not  fallen  I  A  secret  hope  de- 
▼ours  me,  which  I  dare  not  eyen  confide  to  you  | 
I  despise,  as  you  do,  that  ambition  which  has 
taken  possession  of  my  soul— the  whole  world 
will  believe  that  I  adore  it  I  But  what  is  earth 
to  xne?  Promise  me  this,  my  fxiend-— cease  not 
to  esteem  me,  whatever  you  may  see  me 
do,  I  swear  to  Heaven  that  my  thoughts  are 
pure,  as  that  celestial  region  itself  I" 

''  And  I,"  answered  De  Thou,with  animation, 
^  I  will  trust  you  with  the  strongest  faith  I 
Tour  words  have  restored  me  to  myself.'* 

They  again  pressed  each  others'  hand  with 
the  most  affectionate  regard. 

The  night  had  now  completely  set  in — and 
the  morrow  might  well  be  anticipated  to  be 
fine,  for  the  moon  rose  from  the  sea  in  all  its 
splendour — the  transparent  sky  of  the  south 

o  3 
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was  not  obscured  by  a  Eiogle  cloud — it  seemed 
like  a  pale,  blue  veil  bespangled  with  glitter- 
ing eilver  stara—the  warm  atmosphere  was  par- 
tially treshened  by  a  sligbt  breeze  from  tbe 
Mediteiranenn,  and  the  Inbonrs  of  busy  man 
Kad  ceased. 

The  array,  fatigued  by  the  exertions  of  the 
day,  reposed  under  their  tents,  the  fire  in  which 
marked  the  whole  Hne  of  the  camp— tbe  city 
seemed  wrapped  in  the  same  deep  sleep— here 
and  there  on  the  ramparts  the  points  of  the 
sentinels' carabines  were  reflected  in  the  br^ht* 
ness  of  tbe  moon,  while  a  few  challenges  from 
the  guard  were  heard  to  show  they  slept  not 
on  their  posts.  It  was  near  the  monarch  only 
thnt  animation  still  showed  itself— this  prince 
had  bid  adien  to  all  his  saite — he  walked  alone 
in  front  of  his  tent,  and  rested  ever  and  anon 
to  admire  the  resplendence  of  the  HeavensI  He 
was  in  deep  meditation — no  one  daring  to  in- 
terrupt him  —  and  those  of  the  seigneurs 
who  still  remained,  were   congregated  round 
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^^  Cardinal — ^who^  at  a  small  distance,  was 

*^ted  on  a  rising  bank  of  grass  which  had  been 

^^^^  by  the   soldiers — ^there  he  pajssed  his 

^'Ai^d  Direr  his  pale  forehead  exhausted  by  the 

strong  excitement  of  the  day,  and  the  unusual 

^^ght  of  his  armour.     He  responded  in  few, 

but  considerate,  words  to  those  who  came  to 

wute  him  before  retiring  for  the  night. 

leather  Joseph  and  Laubardemont  only  now 

Jf^naained  close  to  him,  and,  they  were  whisper- 

^  together,  the  Cardinal  glanced  to  the  spot 

where  the  king  stood  to  ascertain  before  he  re 

tvred,  if  he  would  be  spoken  with,  when  the 

001863  which  was  caused  by  the  horses  of  Cinq 

*^*'8  ^d  Ilia  friend,  struck  on  his  ear ;  the 

^^^^'^  questioned  thenii  and  then  allowed  the 

^^  friends  to  advance. 

V'ou  are  too  late,  young  man,"  said  the 

^*^iiaal  Due,  drily,  '*  His  Majesty  waits  for 
no  01^^  « 

4x«  two  friends  were  about  to  retire  on  this 
^^xiition,  when  the  voice  of  Louis  the  XIII 
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w.ii  heard;  this  imhappy  pricco  was  now  in 
one  of  those  false  pomtions  wbich  caused  the 
misery  of  bis  whole  life.  Greatly  incensed 
against  his  minister,  but  not  dissimulating  to 
himself,  tbat  be  owed  the  success  of  the  day 
to  him,  and  wishing  to  announce  his  determi- 
nation of  quitting  tbe  army  and  raising  the 
blege,  he  was  distracted  between  the  wish  to 
bpeak,  and  tbe  fenr  of  vot  sufficiently  uphold- 
iiig  his  dignity,  Tbe 'minister,  on  the  other 
lifird,  dared  not  commence  a  convcn^atiun,  un~ 
cen^n  of  tbe  turn  of  thought  in  his  master's 
niiud,  and  yet  he  did  not  feel  disposed  to  retire 
without  some  explanation.  Both  in  fact,  found 
thjmselves  in  the  predicament  of  twu  lovers 
who  had  quarrc  L'd,  each  desiring  a  reconcilia- 
tion. The  king  siezed  the  first  oppurtunily  to 
brt'ak  tliia  unpleasant  silence — the  c'lauce  was 
futftl  to  tlie  minister ;  'tis  on  such  trifiea,  tbat 
events  often  turn  which  are  called  of  the  great- 
eat  impiirtance. 

"  Is  not  that  Monsieur  de  Cinq  JVIars  ?"  de 
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^"^  the  king,  in  a  loud  tone ;    "  Let  him 
^PProach^^j  await  him." 

y 

Ottng  Effiat  advanced  on  horseback,  and  at 
®^    Peaces    from   the     king     endeavoured 

to    (\* 

Amount,     but     his    foot     had     scarcely 

^^     the    ground    when    he   sunk  on  his 
knee. 

^^don  sire,"  said  he,  **  but  I  fear  I  have 

been   xd- 

Wounded."     The  blood  had   stained   his 

. ,  ^liou  saw  him  fall  and  rushed  forward  to 

Import ;  Kichelieu  seized  this  moment  to 
^^  with  solicitude, 
"^^^move  this  horrid  sight  from  tha  king's 
^^Ce,"  cried  he,   "see  you  not  that   the 
S  tnan  is  bleeding  to  death !" 
t,       ^ot  sol"  cried  the  king,  himself  going  to 
I  ^Pport ;  **  a  King  of  France  knows  how  to 

,V         ^11  death,  and  has  no  fear  of  the  bloodshed 
^^       ^  service!     This  young  man  interests  me 
w        ^gly-     Bear  him  near  to  my  tent,  and  send 
burgeons  to  him ;    if  this  wound  be  not 


296 


CODBT  niTBIODBi. 


Mvere,  be  ehall  go  with  me  to  Paris,  for,"  tam- 
ing to  hia  miiuater  sharply,  "the  nege  u 
nuBed,  Moneieur  le  Cardinal,  other  matten  call 
me  to  the  centre  of  the  kingdom.  I  leave  you 
in  oonunancl  during  my  absence.*' 

With  these  mn^  the  Iring  entered  his  tent 
quickly. 

The  royal  pavillion  immediately  doeed. 
Cinq  Mara  was  carried  off  by  De  Thoa  and 
their  followers.  Sichelieu,  stupified  and  mo- 
tionless, stared  at  the  spot  where  this  onwonted 
ooourrence  had  [taken  place ;  he  seemed  parft- 
lyeed  and  incapable  of  noticing  anything  around 
him ;  Laubardemont,  disturbed  by  his  cool  re- 
ception of  the  day  before,  did  not  dare  to  otter 
A  word ;  but  the  capuchin,  Joseph,  looked 
ukanceathiBmaster— hefelta  moment's  r^ret 
iit  having  devoted  himself  to  his  service,  he  saw  at 
onoe  that  bis  star  was  on  the  decline ;  bat  the 
idea  crossing  him  at  the  same  time,  that  h« 
was  hated  of  all  men,  and  that  bis  only  resouroe 
ffaa  Bichelieu,  he  seized  him  by  the  arm,  and 
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shaking  him   powerfiiUy,  said  in  a  half  whis- 
][)er — 

•*  Come,  come,  Monseigneur,  rouse  yourself, 
be  active  and  reture  with  us." 

And,  aa  if  he  were  supporting  him  by  the 
elbow  but  in  reality  dragging  him  along  with  the 
assistance  of  Laubardemont,  they  forced  him 
into  bis  own  tent. 

This  prematiire  old  man  thus  allowed  him- 
self to  be  subject  to  the  will  of  two  acolytes, 
and  the   purple  curtains  of  his  tent,  shut  him 
oat  from  all  interruption. 
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tiyitj.  He  was  mortally  pale,  and  a  cold  pers- 
{Hiation  stood  od  his  forehead ;  on  passing  hia 
hand  acnwa  bU  features,  he  struck  back  hia 
skull  cap,  thereby  relieving  bimeelf  of  almost 
the  only  remuning  priestly  s^d  about  him. 
The  CepQohia  on  one  ude,  Laubardemont  on 
the  other,  seemed,  in  their  black  robes,  to  be 
the  priest  and  notary,  usually  called  in  at  a  death. 
The  monk  in  a  tone  of  voice,  as  if  he  were 
about  to  ohauntthe  service  for  the  burial  of  the 
dead,  spoke  first 

*'  If  Monseigneur  would  recollect  the  advice 
I  offered  at  Narbonoe,  he  would  now  allow, 
that  I  had  a  true  foresight  of  the  events 
to  be  caused  by  tbe  appearance  of  this  young 
cavalier  I" 

LanbardeiDont  interrupted  him  with — 
"  I  was  aware,  by  the  deaf  old  abb£  who 
dined  with  tbe  Mar^chal  d'Effinl,  and  who 
beard  all  that  passed  on  that  occnsion,  that  this 
young  Cinq  Mars  would  exhibit  more  energy 
than   waa  expected   from   him,     'Twaa  he  at- 
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tempted  the  escape  of  the  Marechal  de  Baa- 
flompi^rre  I  I  haTC  tbe  report  from  this  emis- 
nry  in  detail ;  he  knew  what  he  was  about, 
deaf  as  he  appeared  to  be  T 

^  And  I  predicted/  recommenced  Joseph — 
for  these  two  hardened  wretches  alternated  their 
diseourse,  like  the  shepherds  of  Virgil ;  «*  'Twas 
I)  who  said  it  would  be  proper  to  get  rid  of  this 
young  fiery  spirit ;  and  I  have  already  offered 
to  undertake  the  matter,  if  it  be  his  Eminence's 
f9^  pleasure.  'Twould  be  an  easy  thing 
to  make  him  forfeit  the  favour  of  the 
kingP 

^  He  had  better  be  made  to  die  of  his  pre- 
*^t  wounds,"  suggested  Laubardemont,  in  a 
'^MBh  tone.  "  Will  your  Eminence  give  me 
your  commands?  I  am  well  acquainted  with 
the  assistant  surgeon,  who  cured  me  from 
^  disfigurement  in  the  face,  and  who 
^  attends  him  —  be  is  a  prudent  man, 
wholly  devoted  to  your  Eminence,  and  whose 
B  3 


cocnv    anuaauL 


frirttiDa  I  know  to  bemitch  tedaotd,  by  vsHUto 
the  g;iuoiitg  table." 

"Na;,"  retorted  Jowpfa,  with  tke  moat  W- 
joming  modesty  aod  winnuig  mile ;  **  I  tmii 
ihat  if  bu  Emineoce  Bteditate  uytbing  of  that 
kind,  he  will  employ  his  wnal  CBofidepliat 
ngent  —  one  who    he>   always  beea  eo  aoe- 

CCMflll." 

"  But  I  can  ahow  tqital  raecoaii  and  in  mm 
('ikse  io  which th«4i0OQllie«a«eraonewcrevery 

threat." 

"  No  doubt,"  aaid  the  o^adiia,  boning  with 
iiiook  gTBTity  and  affected  deference,  "  your 
moit  difficult  mituoD  waithatof  UrbainGratidier 
-  and  truly,  with  Heaven's  assiBtance,  odo  may 
do  much — but  your  daoger  merely  arose  frosi 
your  proximity  to  the  rack  ;  besides,  you  were 
intrusted  with  the  ooaduct  of  that  aflbir,  be- 
cause  you  hsppeoed  to  be  relnted  to  the  worthy 
iilibess  of  the  UrsuHne  Convent,  not  from  your 
:;uperior  abilidea." 
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^*  You  need  not  sneer.  Father  Joseph/'  an- 
swered Laubardemont,  •*  *Twas  your  brethren 
of  the  Order  of  Saint  Francis,  who  used  the 
iiammers  and  blessed  the  implements;  but  I 
was  struck  on  the  forehead  by  that  yoong  Cinq 
Mars,  who  was  leading  on  an  infuriated  pbpo- 
faee,  and  I  shall  not  forget  thatT 

**  Nay,  you  don't  say  he  led  them  on  r  ctoed  the 
capnehin,  with  avidity,  *^  dared  he  thus  fly  in 
the  faee  of  the  king's  command  ?"  and  he  forgot 
bis  feelings  'of  anger  against  liaubardemont  in 
|oy  at  the  discovery  of  this  incident. 

^  Miserable  wretches !"  cried  the  Cardinal  in- 
terrupting them,  and  throwing  from  his  month 
a  handkerchief  saturated  with  blood.  *^  I  would 
sooner  have  terminated  your  inhuman  dispute, 
if  it  had  not  disclot^ed  so  much  of  infamy.  Lau- 
bardemont,  you  have  surpassed  ray  orders.  I 
gave  no  directions  for  the  rack — ^this  is  your 
siecond  &uU.  Beware,  you  will  make  me 
hated  without  reason!  'Twas  a  useless  inter- 
position.       As  for  you.  Father  Joseph,  do  not 
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neglect  the  detail  of  the  affray  In  which  Cinq 

Mars  stood  so  prominent,  it  may  be  of  use  at 

some  future  time," 

•'  I   hare  the   names  and  addreaaes  of  all" 

wluspered  the  judge,  quickly,  bending  bis  long, 

withered  body  down  to  the  chair. 

"Tis  well, 'tis  well,"  said  the  minister,  thruat- 
tugbim  from  him ;  "  wedonotrequiretbemyet. 

You,  FatberJosepfaiprooeedatoncetopBris^aDd 
lake  care  to  arrive  before  this  presumptnooi 
young  man,  who  will,  no  doubt,  be  the  new 
favorite.  Become  hia  friend — draw  him  to  my 
side,  or  plan  hia  destruotion  I  Let  him  serve 
me,  or  let  him  die  I  Send  me  sure  agents  with 
a  verbal  account  of  his  actions  each  day— no 
more  writing.  What  a  miserable  courier  waa 
that  you  sent  me  from  Cologne — but  observe 
well  what  is  taking  place  in  Paria.  I  know 
they  are  conspiring  agunst  me  ;  but  it  will  be 
for  the  last  time.  I  remain  here  on  purpose  to 
give  them   greater   scope.     Go,  both  of  yon, 


COURT  INTRIQUEB.  7 

mad  send  my  valet  two  hours  hence.  I  desire 
tobealoneP   . 

The  echo  of  their  receding  footsteps  still 
rang  in  the  ear  of  Richelieu,  when  he  broke 
ont  with— 

*^  Accomplish  yet  a  few  more  secret  orders 
and  then,  impure  springs  of  my  mighty  power, 
yoo  yourselves,  shall  be  destroyed.  Soon  will 
the  king  die  under  his  lengthened  malady,  and 
I  shall  not  then  have  to  fear  his  weaknesses ; 
then  I  will  be  regent — ^nay,  king  I  Then  will  I 
complete  the  destruction  of  that  proud  and  over- 
bearing race— the  nobility!  then  shall  I  stand 
alone !    All  Europe  shall  tremble^  and — " 

The  blood  again  mounting  to  his  mouth,  com- 
pelled him  to  cease  his  ruminations. 

^  Alas  I  unhappy  man,  wherefore  do  I  boast 
when  Death  is  about  to  seize  me;  my  heart's 
blood  is  fast  escaping  and  yet  I  talk  of  the 
future — why  is  this  ?  for  whom  ?  Is  it  ambi- 
tion ?  'tis  an  empty  word.  Is  it  for  mankind  ? 
I  utterly  despise  theuL    For  whom  then  am  I 
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B*p^ag  the  fonndations  of  mj  life?  la  it 
for  the  Almight;  ?  Ataa  t  alaal  I  bave  not 
walked  ia  his  ways,  aod  Ha — He  haa  witneMed 

aur 

lo  great  diatreos  of  mind  his  head  aaok  down 
OD  hia  chest,  but  hie  ejes  at  the  moment  en- 
countered a  maauve  crudfix  c^  gold  soe- 
pended  round  his  neck;  he  started  back  in 
terrOT,  and  gazing  at  it  with  the  look  of  a 
maniac,   uttered — 

"  Oh  I  inigfat]',  wonderful  symbol ;  thoa 
followeet  me  everywhere — where  am  I  ?  what 
'  have  I  done  ?"  and  he  again  sank  ezhaiuted 
in  hia  cbur — for  the  first  time  in  his  life,  an 
extraordinary  tremor  aeized  his  frame— be 
ahnddered  involuntarily  and  darednot  raise  his 
eyes  for  fear  of  meeting  some  fearful  vision ;  be 
thuB  remained  in  a  silent  but  deep  view  of 
eternity. 

A  confused  noise  arose  from  without  the  tent 
— the  laugh  of  aoldiars,  and  thur  cries  and 
oaths   were  intermingled,  yet  a  olear,   weak 


^ee,  nwde  iteelf  faeiail  above  them  all ;  it 
loonied  fike  the  ohaunt  of  an  angel  amid  the 
Bproar  of  demons.  Rtdielieu  slowly  rose,  he 
opened  a  sort  of  window  cut  on  one  side  of  his 
tent;  he  remained  a  few  minutes  in  silent  eon- 
templation  of  the  scene  before  him. 

*^  Listen !    listen  La    Valeur  I**     said  one 
soldier  to  another,   ^  she  is  now  going  to  be- 

gm  sgain ;  put  her  in  the  midst  of  us^  near  the 

fire— there." 

^'Ton  know  nothing  about  the -matter/'  an- 
swered he,  '^  but  here  is  Grandferr^,  who  says 

he  is  acquainted  with  her." 
**  Oh  I   yed,   I   know   her  well  enough  ;   by 

Saint  LfOudun    1   can  swear  I  saw  her  during 

my  furlough,  and  it  was  in  a  warm  corner  too ; 

but  DO  one  speaks  of  that — 'twould  burn   your 

tongues." 
^'  Ah !  ah  I  indeed — it  must  be  hotter  than 

brandy  then," 
The  men  talking  thus^  were  standing  roand 

a  huge  fire  which  threw  a  strong  light  on  tbem> 
s  5 
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and  near  them  was  the  Bobject  of  their  amuse* 
ment«  The  Cardinal  distinguished  a  yonng 
woman  dressed  in  black  and  covered  from 
head  to  foot  with  a  long,  white  veil,  her  feet 
were  naked,  a  rough  cord  encircled  her  waist ; 
her  hands  were  employed  in  passing  the  beads 
rapidly  along  her  rosary ;  the  soldiers  with  noisy 
mirth  amused  themselves  by  throwing  small 
piecs  of  lighted  charcoal  in  her  way  to  burn 
her  feet ;  one  of  the  oldest  of  them  took  the 
match  of  his  arquebuse  and  holding  it  at  the 
end  of  her  robe  called  out  savagely — 

'*  Come,  come»  you  mad  devil,  gd  on  with 
your  tale^  or  I  will  charge  you  with  powder 
and  make  you  spring  up  like  a  mine.  I  have 
played  this  trick  before  now  to  more  than  one 
old  woman,  in  the  wars  with  the  Huguenot& 
Come,  sing  out  I  say/'  the  nun  looked  at.  him 
with  a  contracted  browi  but  did  not  answer. 

*^  You  don't  go  the  right  way  to  work^"  said 
Orandferr^^  ''you  will  make  her  cry,  poor  thing; 
— you  don't  understand  our  soft  court  Ian  guage. 
I  will  talk  a  bit  to  her ;"  and  taking  her  by  the 
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ebb— ^'  My  little  sweetheart,**  said  he,  *^  do  us 
the  honorable  honor  to  recommence  that  pretty 
taleyoa  were  telling  8ome  time  ago;  Iwoald 
ask  yoQ  to  take  a  trip  with  me  on  the  river 
"  Tender,**  as  the  great  ladies  of  Paris  say — and 
take  a  glass  of  brandy  with  your  faithful 
chevalier  who  has  already  seen  you  at  Loudun, 
where  yon  acted  so  well  as  to  cause  a  poor 
devil  to  be  burnt  alive  T  The  young  woman 
crossed  her  arms,  and  looking  round  her  wildly, 
said — 

^*  Retire  all  of  you,  in  the   name  of  the 
god  of  armies,  retire — impure,  sinful    men! 
there  is  nothing  in  common  between  us-I  un- 
derstand not  your  language,   neither  can  you 
mine.     Go  and  sell  your  blood  to  the  Princes 
of  the  Earth  and  leave  me  to  accomplish  my 
mission.     Conduct  me  to  the  Cardinal. 
A  shout  of  laughter  followed  this  request. 
**  And  do  you   think,  my  beauty,  that  his 
Eminence  the  Cardinal  will  receive  you  with 
yottr  feet  naked  ?  go  and  wash  them." 
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"  The  Lord  hath  said,  '  Jeruaalem,  ra»e  th^ 
robe  and  pase  through  livers,* "  answered  she 
Conduct  me  to  the  Cardinal,  I  say." 
Richelieu  called  out  suddenly— 
"  Bring  that    woman   hither ;— tornient  her 
not." 

These  words  coiumanded  immediate  aileDce 
and  attention ;   they  obeyed. 

"  Why.''  said  she,  on  being  introduced  to  him, 
"  why  have  they  brought  me  before  an  armed 
man?-  They  left  her  alone  nith  the  CardinaU 
who  demurely  taking  her  hand  said— 

"  I  beard  you  aak  for  the  Cardinal ;  what 
wwM  Jflu  with  iiim  ?  w  hal  seek  you  ?" 

I^  BUD  shnuk  back,  placinf!  her  hand  lo 
hwSHebMdi— 

"  1  b«i««  (brgoueu."  replied  she,  "  and  ycl  it 
wM  a  aoUft  tb«lght--it  w  for  that,  that  I  have 
I.  yilili>iwirt  nTwlf  to  die  of  hunger.  It  is  a 
^w«.4  MMk  Monaplish  it  and  perUh !  Ah  I" 
^^^^u  ^^  ^ud  lo  her  bosom  where  abe 
j>t«n«d  MiMtl^'rc  eoM)aal«d)  *'  here  it  is — my 
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sole  idea,"  she  colored  deeply  ud  her  eyes 
distended,  ^I  will  tell  yon— Listen,  Ur- 
Imin  Grandier,  my  weU  beloyed,  this  night  re- 
pealed himself  to  me,  and  said  'twas  Bidielien 
who  bad  murdered  him  I  I  seized  this  knife, 
and  haTO  vowed  to  slay  him— where  is  he  ?" 

The  Cardinal  shrunk  back  with  horror,  he 
dared  not  call  his  guard,  fearing  her  cries  and 
accusations,  and  yet  a  few  more  words  might 
cause  much  iaiachie£ 

^  This  dreadful  tale  follows  me  everywhere," 
cried  he,  looking  at  her  fixedly,  and  thinking 
how  to  turn  the  current  of  her  thoughts. 

While  this  scene  was  going  en  within  the 
tent,  Laubardemont  and  Father  Joseph,  after 
conversing  for  some  time,  took  leave  of  each 
other  with  every  demonstration  of  friendship 
and  esteem.  The  magistrate  fellowed  the 
capuchin  with  bis  eyes,  until  he  was  out  of 
sight,  and  when  he  was  certain  of  the  route 
be  had  taken,  he  ran  rather  than  walked  back 
towards  the  entry  of  the  minister's  abode. 
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*'  The  Cardinal  fau  sent  him  ftway,"  tbouglit 
he,  "  he  ie  no  doubt  disgiuted  with  him.  1 
know  seoretB  that  will  ruin  him ;  now  vill  I 
add  that  he  is  gone  to  botray  our  master  to  the 
young  favorite.  I  will  take  the  place  of  thia 
Defarioaa  Monk.  'Tis  a  pity  the  minister's 
mind  should  be  longer  abused  by  hie  wicked 
tongue.  'Tis  midnight,  the  Cardinal  is  doubt- 
leas  alone  for  an  boar — now  is  my  timel" 

He  arrived  at  the  entrance  of  the  tent,  and 
the  o£Scer  on   goard  challenged  him,  saying — 

"  No  one  can  enter.  His  Eminence  has 
desired  to  be  alone," 

"  Nay,  yon  saw  me  depart  a  short  time  ago , 
business  compels  my  return." 

"  E.iter  Laubardemont,''  called  out  the 
[Dinister  from  within,  "  enter  quickly  and 
aloue:"  he  went  into  the  teot; — the  Cardinal,  still 
seated,  was  holding  the  two  hands  of  the  j>oor 
Fanatic  within  ooe  of  hid,  and  with  the  other 
made  a  sign  for  Laubardemont  to  remaio  quiet ; 
he  did  so,  not  seeing  the  conntenanoe  of  the 
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^''^ile-^he  was  epeaking  with  great  volabilityf 

^^thehorrible  things  she  recounted,  contrasted 

traogeiy  with  the  softness  of  her  voice. 

'^  f  es,"  died  she,  '^  I  will  strike  him  down 

^'ththia  knife.   TPis  as  the  nail  of  Sisera,  Is  it 

^^^  Aoble,  general?  and  I  have   wept  much 

^*  't — I  will  bury  it  in  the  heart  of  him 

^  Murdered  my  poor  Urbain ;  His  the  law  of 

•'^^tion   which  God  allows  to  the  sons  of 

^^  9  you  seem  surprised,  general,  but  more 

^^Id  you  be,  did  you  hear  the  hymn  he 

^^«d  at  the  stake,  when  my  hands  burned 

^i^ed  as  at  present.     Ha  I  I  have  twelve 

^  8  at  command,  and  when  the  clock  chimes 

ff  xJ^^^^^t  ^  ^^^  return  with  flaming  torches. 

..  ^^  woe  to  him  who  sheds  innocent  blood  ; 

.1       '"•Vidges  of  the  earthy  are  they  gods?  no,  no, 

.  ^^    are  but  men,  who  suffer  the  ills  of  mor- 

-_^    ^1  and  yet  they  say,   *  Let  this  Man  die,' 

^^  gave  man  the  right  to  put  man  to  death  ?" 

^he  Cardinal,  weakened   by  fever  and  the 
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«xertioiu  erf  the  day,  •od  stung  'vridi  faomr  »t 
thia  Boen^  omd  oat>~- 

*'  For  Ibe  love  of  God,  remove  this  wretched 
womvn ;  Ak  is  mad  T  tihe  poor  nan  turoed  ninid 
At  theae  worda,  and  aeeiog  Laubardemont  let- 
tered a  temfio  ahriA. 

"  Ah  ]  Tis  ht,  the  uDrij^bteooa  judge,  the 
ttnrighteouB  judge  I** 

The  magistrate  at  onoe  recogniaed  his  sieoe  ; 
JDiDing  his  hands  and  b  iwisg  loir  before  the 
miaiater,  be  said : — 

**  Alas  I  pardon,  sire,  this  is  a>j  poor,  un- 
happy niece,  who  has  lost  her  reason.  I  was 
ignoniDt  of  this— Jeaoiie— Jeanofl— on  jvar 
knees,  let  as  both  ask  pardon  of  the  Car- 
dinal.* 

"Thou!  art  thou  the  Cardinal?"  (ffied  she- As- 
toniabnient  utterly  prostrated  the  little  reuiain- 
iDg  strength  of  the  poor  girl ;  sbeturned  deadly 
pale — her  eyes  were  fixed  en  tbe  amUtione 
Ijriest,  and  rolling  fearfully,  followed  hu  every 
movement. 
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^  Lead  her  away,"  said  he,  *^  she  is  dyi^g^ 

alsBlfioon  it  will   be  mj  lot  also;  so  many 

hornn  have  succeeded  each  other  since  this 

aocuned  judgment^   that  I  think  hell  itself  is 

let  loose  against  me." 

He  rose — Jeanne  de  Belfielj    still  stupified 
snd  alent,   with  haggard  eyes^   open  m3uth» 
and  her  head  bending  forward,  remained  as  a  sta- 
tue ;  this  scene  appeared  indeed,  to  have  mas- 
tered the  remains  of  her  faculties  and  strength. 
Ai  the  Cardinal  stood  up,  she  shuddered  to  find 
herself  between  him   and  Laubardemont,  and 
glaDced  frem  one  to  the  other  wildly  and  fear- 
fully ;  she  let  fall  the  knife,  and  retired  slowly 
to  the  opening  of  the  tent,  covering  herself 
with  her  veil  and  turning  her  trembling  eyes 
OQ  her  relative,  who  followed  her  closely — she, 
poor  creature,  like  the  lamb,  felt  the  burning 
breath  of  the  murderous  wolf  upon  her  tender 
limbs. 

Thus  they  retired — scarcely  were  they  in  the 
open  air,  when  the  inexorable  judge  seized  the 
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banda  of  his  wretched  victim,  bouad  them 
together  with  hb  handkerchief  and  dragged 
her  along  the  footway  ;  she  neither  uttered  cry 
nor  made  the  GlightOBt  roaiatanoe,  but  followed 
iustioctiTely,  her  head  bowed  down  to  her 
breast,  as  if  under  the  influence  of  somoam- 
bulism. 
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CHAPTER  II. 


TU£     BPAKIABD. 


A  BCENB  of  a  very  different  description  waa 
enacting  in  the  tent  of  Cinq  Mars ;  the  King's 
words  had  been  as  balm  to  his  wound ;  they 
bad  occasioned  the  assiduous  cares  of  the  Court 
surgeons — a  spent  ball  easily  extracted  waa 
the  canse  of  his  accident.  The  journey  to 
Paris  was  now  permitted,  and  everything  in 
readiness  for  him  to  depart ;  the  convalescent 
had  received  friendly  and  interested  visiters 
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till  midnight ;  amonget  the  former  were  Gondi 
aBd  Fontniilleij,  who  were  idao  about  to  quit 
Perpigoan  for  the  Capital — the  ci-devant  page, 
eerier  d'Eutraiguea,  bad  accompanied  them 
looffer  bis  oompUmenta  to  the  fortunate  toIud- 
teer  on  his  promotion ;  the  habitual  reserve 
of  the  Monai^h  towards  all  about  bim^  had 
[QBde  the  courtiers  believe  that  the  few  words 
addressed  to  Cinq  Mars,  were  oertaiu  signs  of 
his  future  favorj  so  alt  came  to  congratulate 
him- 

At  length  be  found  himself  alone,  recliniog 
on  his  camp  bed,  De  Thou  near  biro,  while 
Granddiamp  was  at  hiBfeet,x>atof  faiimoBraiid 
giumblitig  at  the  number  of  visitetB  who  had 
over-fatigued  hia  master;  but  Cinq  Mars  was  in 
the  enjoyment  of  one  of  those  moments  of 
blessed  hope  and  oalmneas  which  now  and  then 
absorb  the  soul,  and  reanimate  our  changeable 
and  way-wora  life — his  rig^t  band  contai&sd 
the  cross  of  gold  attached  to  hia  breast,  whiob 
he  pressed  continually  in  remembraaoe  ef  iiff 
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who  had  presentad  it  to  bim,  aod  vho  he  now 
expected  so  soon  to  meet ;  he  listened  with  a 
gentle  smile  to  the  prudent  advice  of  the  young 
ooQBsellor  and  dceamedonly  of  his  joarnej  as 
the  sole  end  of  hia  life*De  Thou  spoke  calmly, 
bat  serionsly.        ^ 

''  I  shall  soon  follow  you  to  PariS)"  said  he, 
'1  am  happier  by  far  tban  you  can  be,  at  the 
thought^  that  the  king  ia^  about  to  place  you 
near  him ;  it  is  the  commencement  of  a  friend- 
ship yon  must  dearly  cherish.  I  have  re- 
flected much  on  our  last  conversation ;  I  was 
for  a  long  time  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the 
secret  motive  of  your  ambition,  but  I  think 
I  have  now  diecovered  the  desire  of  your 
heart! — Yes^ — 'tis  the  sentiment  of  love  to 
your  country  which  first  caused  your  laudable 
ardour,  and  now,  doubtless  it  has  taken 
stronger  hold  of  your  mind  I — ^your  desire  to 
be  near  the  king,  is  the  better  to  serve  France, 
to  put  in  action  the  golden  dream  of  our 
younger  days — the  thought  is  worthy  of  you  I 
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I  adoiire  it  and  ai^DowIedge  yonr  superior 
geuiusi  —  approach  the  monarch,  then,  with 
tlic  cbivalrooB  feeling  of  oar  fathers — with 
a  licart  filled  with  sincerit; — read^  to  make 
all  aacaifioes— to  receive  his  secret  confidences 
— to  pour  into  hu  ear  the  jnet  complaints  of 
his  people— to  soften  the  griefs  of  rojalty 
by  pointing  out  that  the  hopes  of  bia  subjects 
are  fixed  on  hini  alone— to  close  their  wounds 
by  disQovering  the  source  of  them  to  the  eoT- 
ereif^Q  remedy,  and  by  means  of  your  familiar 
intercourse  with  him,  thus  re-establish  the 
afTection  of  a  father  towards  his  children, 
alicualed  for  the  last  eighteen  years,  by  a  man 
who  possesses  a  heart  of  marble  —  to  expose 
yourself  to  this  end — to  all  the  powers  of  his 
vengeance  —  and  still  further,  to  brave  the 
obnoxious  calumnies  which  most  follow  the 
favorite,  even  to  the  very  foot  of  the  throne, 
this  is  indeed  worthy  of  you  t  Persevere  my 
belovei  friend  1  let  nothing  discourage  yoa  j 
speak  openly  to  the  King  of  the  merit  fuid 
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^offerings  of  hia  moet  illastrious  frienda,  tell 
Um  fearlessly  that  hia  ariatocracy  haa  never 
rebelled  or  oonapired  against  him ; — that  from 
young  Montmorenci  to  that  amiable  nobleman, 
ScnasoDB,  all  had  endeayoured  to  supplant  this 
inexorable  minister^  not  the  monarch,  tell  him 
further  that  this  ancient  race  of  our  beloved 
ooQQtry  was  bom  co-equal  with  his  own  I  that 
iflitriking  at  them,  he  shakes  the  foundation  of 
the  whole  nation,  and  that  if  he  annihilate 
them,  his  own  fall  will  assuredly  follow ;  that 
it  cannot  stand  alone  as  a  mark  to  be  exposed 
to  the  wild  tempests  of  time  and  eventSi  but 
will  be,  like  an  oak  which  shakes  and  cracks  at 
each  gust  of  wind  as  it  hurries  over  the  plain, 
at  length  driyen  from  the  forest  which  hitherto 
Burrounded  and  supported  it!      ^^Yes,"  con- 
tinued De  Thou,  with  much  animation,  '*  this 
aim  is  noble ;  strike  into  this  path  of  life  with 
an  upright  heart  1      Cast    away  your    usual 
reserve — kings  are  but  too  much  accustomed 
to  the  false  language  of  flattery ;  consider  that 
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jOQ  mnst  leam  a  new  mode  of  speech  hitherto 
etniDge  indeed,  bnt  which,  believe  me,  may  be 
tmhXj  made  use  of  to  expresa  high  and  geoe- 
rona  thoughts  " 

Daring  thie  eothusiaatio  ootbreak,  Cinq 
Man  could  not  coooeel  a  blush,  he  tnmed  his 
head  to  the  pillow  so  as  not  to  be  observed — 
De  Thou  hesitated. 

"What  is  it,  Henri?  you  do  not  answer  I 
am  I  deceived  in  you?" 

Cinq  Mars  sighed  deeply,  but  did  not  tejAy. 
"  Is  not  your  heart  elevated  P  are  you  not 
transported  at  your  future  prospects  ?"  enquired 
De  Thou. 

He  turned  and  answered.  "  I  thought,  dear 
De  Thou,  that  you  would  not  interrc^te,  but 
place  the  greatest  confidence  in  me  I  what  evil 
genius  then  has  determined  you  to  eodeavoar 
to  seek  the  secret  of  my  soul  ?  I  am  no  stnut- 
ger  to  the  ideas  which  ocoupy  your  mind!  who 
baa  told  you  that  I  have  not  conceived  tbem  ? 
who  has  inftwmed  you,  that  I  have  not  dtiier- 
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mined  to  advance  farther  in  aotion,  than  you 
have  dared  to  proceed  in  thought  I  The  love 
of  France — a  virtuous  hate  to  that  aaibitious 
man  who  oppresses  and  eradicates  the  good 
old  customs  of  our  country,  by  the  axe  of  the 
executioner  —  the  firm  conviction  that  virtue 
may  be  as  serviceable  as  crime — these  are  my 
views!  they  are  no  less  yours  I  When  you 
see  a  man  at  his  devotions,  do  you  ask  which 
Siunt  protects  him,  and  receives  his  prayers  ? 
What  matters  it,  so  that  he  prays  at  the  fool 
of  the  same  altar,  where  you  adore,  even  if  he 
should  become  a  martyr  to  the  cause  ?  When 
our  ancestors  went  in  all  humility  to  the 
holy  sepulchre,  did  they  proclaim  the  secret 
vow  which  bound  them  to  the  pilgrimage? 
they  fought,  they  died  as  men,  and  perhaps 
Heaven  itself  asked  no  morel  the  pious 
commander  did  not  seek  on  their  corpses, 
whether  or  not  the  red  cross  or  haircloth  might 
conceal  some  other  mysterious  sign  than  that 
of  pure   devotion!  and  doubtless  in  Heaven, 
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they  were  not  judged  with  more  rigonr  fbr 
having  Btrengthened  their  resolntiona  on  earth, 
by  some  secret  hope  permitted  to  ehristians, 
lome  heart-felt  desire  more  cloaely  atta<^ing 
itself  to  mortality  I" 

De  Tfaoa,  seeing  his  friend  much  ezeited, 
answered  gravely,  **My  friend,  let  us  change  the 
lubject  of  our  discoaree,  this  agitation  may  re- 
tard yonr  recovery;  let  as  not  mix  up  God  and 
Heaven  with  human  specalationa !  it  is  unholy. 
'  I  will  no  longer  harass  yon  with  my  views  !" 

"  Nay,"  cried  Cinq  Mare,  with  energy,  "  I 
Bwear  by  this  golden  cross,  and  by  onr  holy 
Mary,  to  die  rather  than  renounce  the  plan 
you  have  traced  out  for  me;  you  will,  one  day 
perhaps,  wish  to  restrain  my  ardour;  bnt 
'twill  be  in  vain, 

*'  Tis  well  I  sleep,  Henri  I" — But  seeing  him 
still  restless,  he  drew  irom  his  pocket  a  missal, 
or  book  of  meditations,  which  he  usually 
carried  about  him.  "  Come,"  added  he  "I  will 
read  to  yoa  V 
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**  Do  80  r  said  Cinq  Man,  rising  suddenly, 
"  and  let  me  open  the  book ;  you  know  the  old 
superstition  of  our  country  I  when  yon  open  a 
book  with  the  point  of  your  sword,  the  page  to 
the  left  tells  of  the  destiny  of  him  who  reads, 
and  the  first  person  who  enters  after  he  has 
finished,  will  exercise  the  greatest  influence  on 
his  after  actions  I    Come  let  me  open  it!** 

'*  Well,  do  so,"  answered  De  Thou,  wishing 
to  soothe  his  agitation,  *'  here  is  your  sword  I 
now ^ 

"  Let  me  read,"  said  Cinq  Mars,  taking  the 
book  in  his  hand;  Grandchamp  thrust  in  his  grey 
head  and  weather  beaten  face  to  listen  as  his 
master  began — who  interrupted  himself  after  the 
first  phrase,  but  with  a  smile,  rather  forced 
perhaps,  continued  thus  to  the  end: — 

1.  Now  it  was  in  the  City  of  Mediolanum, 
they  made  their  appearance. 

2.  And  the  High  Priest  said  unto  them, 
bow  down  and  worship  the  gods, 
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3.  And  the  people  were  silent,  looking  in 
their  &oe>,  which  appeared  like  nnto  the  iacet 
of  angels. 

4.  But  GervaU,  taking  the  hand  of  Protui, 
raieing  bis  eyea  to  heaven,  and  filled  with  the 
Holy  Ghost,  cried  oat: 

6. .  Oh  I  my  brother — I  see  the  Son  of  Man 
who  smiles  on  as — let  me  be  the  first  to  die. 

6.  For  if  I  saw  your  blood,  I  fear  I  should 
shed  tears  unworthy  of  the  Lord  our  God. 

7.  Then  Frotais,  answered  in  these  words. 
6.  It  is  right  that  I  should  perish  after  you, 

— for  I  am  older,  stronger,  and  more  able  to 
witness  your  sufferings. 

9.  But  the  patridans  and  the  people  gnashed 
with  their  teeth. 

10.  And  the  soldiers  having  struck  than, 
their  heads  fell  from  their  shoulders  together 
on  the  same  stone. 

11.  Now  it  was  on  this  same  spot  that 
Ihe  blessed  Saint  Ambroise  fonnd  the  relica  of 
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tlie  two  martyrs   which  restored  sight  to  % 
Uind  man :  — 

^'Well,"  said  Cinq  Mars,  looking  at  his 
frend,  "  What  think  you  of  this  P** 

**  God's  will  be  done,"  answered  De  Thou,  "we 
should  not  slight  His  warnings." 

^^  Neither  should  we  forego  our  resolutions 
for  child's  play,"  replied  Effiat,  impatiently — 
^'Do  you  remember  the  verse  we  used  to 
qaote,  ^'  Jusium  et  tenacem propositi  virum*  that 
gdden  maxim  is  engraven  on  my  heart!  let 
the  world  crumble  to  dust,  its  dShris  will  still 
carry  me  on  scatheless  I"  *^  Do  not  compare  the 
thoughts  of  man  to  those  of  the  most  High,' 
said  De  Thou^  gravely. 

'^  Amen/'  joined  in  Grandchamp,  whose  eyes 
were  filled  with  tears,  but  which  be  quietly 
wiped  away. 

**  Why  do  you  interfere,  Grandchamp?" 
asked  his  roaster. 

^*  Amen,"  was  heard  at  the  door  in  a  strong 
nasal  twang.      "  You   had  better   ask  *^  sou 
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Auaom  ^rue/  wbo  bia  just  now  entered" 
•Dswered  Grmndchunpf  introducing  btber 
Joaepb,  wbo  advanced  u  tiaiul,  bowing  low  at 
each  step,  lod  croaoiiig  faia  arms. 

**  Ah !  that  is  the  man  then,  irho  is  to  exer- 
ose  aa  inflnence  on  my  futoie  deatiay,"  whia- 
pered  Cinq  Mais. 

**I  oooM  at  an  onreasonable  time,  I  fear," 
Slid  fittber  Joseph,  aoMy. 

**  On  the  contrary,  jmt  in  aoaaoa  perhaps  I" 
answered  Cinq  Mara,  ■miling  at  De  Thou, 
"but  what  oould  haTe  broogfat  you  here,  at 
this  moment  I  Some  good  work,  no  doubt, 
worthy  Capuchin  I 

Seating  himself  on  the  bed,  he  answered, 
"  I  come  air,  to  speak  to  you  on  the  part  of  Uie 
cardinal  generalissimo  respectii^  the  two 
Spanish  prisonere,  in  your  custody ;  he  wiabei 
to  haTe  your  report  aa  soon  aa  poanble,  beoaose 
I  am  to  see  and  interrogate  thrao,  bat  I  did 
not  anticipate  your  presence,  I  thought  to 
recetve  them  at  the  hands  of  your  followers  I 
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After  a  constraiaed  salatation,  the  two 
prifloaers,  whom  Cinq  Mars  had  ahnost  for« 
gotten,  were  ordered  into  the  tent ;  they  came ; 
one  of  them  waa  young,  of  an  animated  but 
savage  exterior;  this  was  the  soldier ;  the  other 
^aa  enveloped  in  his  large  brown  cloak ; 
Hift  features,  which  were  swarthy,  and  ambigu- 
euB  in  their  expression,  were  shaded  under  a 
huge  black  hat»  which  he  did  not  attempt  to 
remove ;  this  waa  the  officer ;  he  spoke  first. 

^' Why  am  I  disturbed  from  my  repose?  is. 
it  for  my  freedom  or  my  execution  ?" 

'*  Neither  the  one  or  the  other,"  answered 
answered  father  Joseph,  laconically. 

^^  What  have  I  to  do  witl^  thee,  thou  dark  and 
subtle  man.    I  did  not  see  thee  at  the  breach- 
but  it  matters  not,  what  want  you,?^ 
^^Yoi^  name  and  country  P 
'^  To  the  first  enquiry  I  answer  not  I     As  to 
v»7  country — have   1   not  the  bearing  of  a 
Spaniard?   and  yet  perhaps  I  am  not  one,  for 
'^  ^Pi^niard  looks  like  me  I" 
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The  Capnchin  tumiog  to  the  two  friends 
Faid,  **  I  urn  much  lutstaken  if  I  have  not  heard 
thi^  Toice  before ;  he  speaks  without  a  foreign 
accint,  but  deals  in  enigmas,  as  if  be  came  from 
Ihe  East  r 

"  The  Eaat  ?  tis  so  P  sud  the  prisoner,  "  a 
Spaoiard  is  a  man  from  the  East ;  is  he  not  ? 
he  i«  a  Cathdio  Turk  I  his  blood  is  at  all  times 
too  l>ot  or  too  cold,  he  is  either  idle  or  inde- 
faligahle — indolence  rednoes  him  to  slavery — 
ardour  renden  him  cruel ;  but,  satisfied  with  his 
ign.mnce,  and  ingenious  in  his  superstition,  h« 
covets  bat  one  religions  book  I  he  obeys  the 
Inw  of  the  exeoutioner ;  he  conunaodB  by  th« 
poainrd — he  sleeps  in  his  sanguinary  misery, 
ntid  fretting  at  fanaticusm,  he  dreams  of  crime; 
— now  CavallerB,  is  this  a  Spaniard  or  is  it  a 
Turk  ?  Agnin,  as  to  his  person,  the  Spaniard 
has  elongated  features,  and  a  serions  expression 
of  countenance,  his  dark  ^e  is  the  shape  of  an 
almond,  he  has  heavy  eyebrows,  the  mouth  is 
of  a  melancholy  and  sombre  appearance,  tbs 
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theelcB  swarthy^  thin  and  attexioated»  hb  head 

is  ahaven,  and  he  covers  it  with  a  handkerchief 

blotted  like  a  turban,  he  remains  the  whole 

day  without  exertion  and  speechless,  under  a 

burning  san^  smoking  a  weed  which  stimulates 

him  I    Is  this  a  Turk,   or  is  it  a  Spaniard  ? 

Are  you  now  satisfied?  you  smile  my  Cava- 

tiers,  you  will  do  more  than  smile  when  I  tell 

yon  there  was  a  priest  who  commanded  death 

to  be  inflicted  on  the  leaders  of  a  band  of  here* 

tics,  before  he  went  to  mass,  and  who,  angry 

at  being  interrupted  at  the  altar  by  being 

asked  bow  many  of  them  should  be  destroyed, 

cried  out  *'  kill  them  all,  kill  them  all."  Now  do 

you  laugh?    but  the    dark  gentleman  there 

does  not  laugh    if  I  should    add    that    this 

same  Capuchin  has  been  hidden  for  the  last 

hour  behind  your  tent  Monsieur  de  Cinq  Mars, 

and  that  he  is  here  to  do  you  mischief,  and  not 

on  my  account— what  would  he  say  to  that  ? 

Now  then,  are  you  all  satisfied? 

The  prisoner   uttered  all  this   with  great 
c  6 
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niliilMl)tj>  mod  in  bo  loud  i  tone  that  &tb« 
JoMph  waa  quite  disooDoerted  for  the  moinaDti 
he  nae  iDdignuitlf,  and  addreaaing  Cinq  MiM 
said:— 

**  Can  you  allow  a  prisonar,  wbo  ought  to 
be  hanged,  to  address  you  thus?" 

The  Spaniard,  without  caring  to  retort,  beat 
towards  Effikt  and  whispered  in  his  oar, "  1 
am  of  no  farther  nae  to  you,  give  me  my 
liberty  ;  I  oould  have  taken  it,  bat  would  not 
without  your  oonseot ;  give  it  me  or  destroy 
niB  at  once  I" 

"  Go,  if  you  are  able,"  answered  Cinq  Mars, 
"  I  ahall  be  glad  to  be  rid  of  yon,"  and  be 
desired  hia  Bervanta  to  retire  with  the  othw 
prisoner,  whom  he  intended  to  keep  in  his 
Krvke  ;  this  was  all  effected  in  a  uomeot,  and 
there  only  remained  io  the  tent,  the  two  fnenda, 
the  Capudiin  and  the  Spaniard,  when  tbs 
latter  taking  off  bis  hat,  showed  a  Frencb 
coontenance,  he  Uaghed  outright  and  drawii^ 
in  a  hearty  breath  said. 


^  Yee  X  am  a  {"reaohmaD,  but  I  bate  France 

beoauae  abe  ia  the  birth  place  of  ^y  father 

who  is  a  monater  I  and  of  me,  who  hi^ve  alfi<^ 

bocopie  one  t    I  hate  ita  pepple  because  the j 

liave  robbed  me  of  my  fortune !  I  became  ^ 

Sp^piard  to    wreak    my    vengeance   on    the 

French;   but  now  I  detest  Spain  even  more 

than  France,  nor  will  I  state  my  reason  for 

thia  assertion. —  FarewelL — I  go  to  roam  in 

the  wide  world,  and  all  men  shall  be  my  ene- 

miesl    Continue  thy  course,  most  pious  father 

Joseph,  and  thou  shalt  soon  be  aa  I  am  I    Yea, 

thou  haat  already  seen  me,  for,"  thrusting  vio- 

Iwtly  past  him,  '^  learn"  said  he,  ^'  that  I  am 

Jacquea  de  Laubardemont,  son  to  thy  most 

worthy  bosom  friend  I"    With  these  words  he 

n^hed  out  of  the  tent  and  disappeared  like  a 

^ion.    De  Thou  and  his  servants  hastened  to 
the  door  and  saw  him  throw  himself  on  a  poor 

seDtinel,  surprise  and  disarm  him,  then  rush 

away  to  the  mountaine,  bounding  like  a  stag ; 

father  Joseph  seized  this  moment  of  confusion 


ij 


.3:  U!  ~  |-»iTrTT^  «-K?  jKiCTibir  10  luB  tent 
*cr  X  zjL-s^n^  ■*■*  "n  rncx.  n»f«e  crentt  to 
aiTiErij^  mx  bs  ~  ■«: T»-agmnrii,  dragging 
Be  -^.r  -^■~"-  »i2s '  "^n^"  lacTKwl  lo  wch 
•ifc^  "ae  ;^iE:»  jt  ^e  ftming-  Jo!«ph  had 
^mrt  aiEJa  TiESKira  n  airr-nnij  tbe  beut  of 

Xm-  ^hK    ^mWH    •T-»'^r-    In-    Tt  ■T.-i-rr-Ttg   lum  of 

JB  sutts-rK^erT    ■'jiafs-i-*  aSied   be,  "my 

3rtitt;i  ~  I  ffiu>ui£  «r<n3e  Tt;«  t^  AaX  up  joat 
WKVK  X  aa^  VT^uiDs.  aoti  btx^  your  sod  ud 
ken;  Aa^d  tqu  e^^-  iare  tbe  good  fortoiM  to 
■e«  witk  kiai  ig:iuL* 

Loabwiiecscct  hiig^ij  bitterir.  "As  to  tfaii 
wRtefaed  fnnale,*  »id  he,  "  I  eb&Il  eeod  her  to 
s  quiet  friead  of  mine,  at  Oloron,  id  the 
PjrenM*,  he  mmj  do  what  be  likes  with  )u3. 
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I  care  noti  so  that  the  Cardinal  be  not  farther 
troabled  with  her  P 

Ab  for  poor  Jeanne,  but  a  few  words  issued 
Irom  her  pallid  lips.  ''  The  Jndge,  the 
tonrighteous  judge/'  murmured  she^  they 
pheed  her  on  one  of  the  horses  an  attendant 
held,  and  Laubardemont  mounted  another,  in 
order,  as  he  said,  to  gain  the  mountains  before 
bightfaL 

*'  A  good  journey  to  you  I"  said  he  to  the 
Capuchin,  ''and  I  recommend  to  your  par- 
ticular notice — '  Orestes  and  Fylades !' " 

'^  And  I,"  answered  the  father,  ^'I  recom- 
mend to  your  especial  care,  ^Cassandra  and 
(Edipus  I" 

''  Kay  I  he  has  neither  killed  his  father  nor 
married  his  mother  I" 

''No,  but  he  is  in  good  training,  neverthe- 
less!** 

"  Adieu  I  my  most  esteemed  and  reverend 
friend  P 

"  Adieu  I  my  ever  dear  and  excellent  adviser  I** 


3$  c<Hi>T  omxamu. 

Tken  worda  vera  uttered  aloud  bj  ^ese 
twomucreants,  bat  their  BQorot  thon^ts  nm 
thus  I 

"  Adjeo  thou  bloodatabed  wwvaia !  I  «iV 
take  can  to  dntroy  the  oonfidenoe  tka  Cw- 
diiial  haa  for  tbe«  I" 

"  Adieu,  thou  mercUew  TiUwD  I  go  and  oqbi- 
plete  tbe  destrufltioo  of  thine  aocoraed  fa,iiuly ; 
iitix  their  blood  with  that  of  straogenl  as  foi 
thine  own ;  ftar  atot,  I  will  take  that  under 
mine  own  espedal  oharge  P 


1 
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CHAPTEB    11. 


A   TUMULT 


WiTHotTT  any  apology  to  our  readers,  we 
ehange  the  seene  and  time  at  once^  and  beg  ol 
them  to  suppose  that,  two  years,  have  elapsed 
sinoe  the  last  chl^)ter. 

Two  years ;    what  wonderful  alterations  do 

thej  produce  ? — ^France  remained  at  peace,  but 

neither    settled  nor  happy;    the    Eang    was 

afficted  with  a  disease — pronounced  incurable 

— he  lingered  at  St.  Qermaiui  where  dwelt  a 


40  OOUBT    INTRIOnBa. 

fitTorite  mistreBs ;  the  Cardinal,  id  the  mean- 
while, was  reported  to  be  dying  at  Narbonne. 
France  seemed  to  govern  herself.  Whatever 
changes  were  meditated,  were  confined  to  the 
bosoms  of  the  parties  implicated  ; — nothing 
openly  transpired ! 

Yet  the  eye  ehoald  be  turned  towards  thi 
black,  unfinisbed  mass  of  building  called  the 
Louvre ;  and  our  attention  called  to  what  was 
taking  place  within  its  walls,  and  to  the  in- 
habitants in  its  neighbourhood. 

During  the  month  of  December,  a  sharp 
winter  had  set  in  at  Paris,  so  that  the  wretohed- 
nesa  and  destitntioD  of  the  populace  beoame  ex- 
cesBive;  they  were  nevertheless  anxious  witnesset 
to  what  was  transacting  at  Court— -theirmisery 
ssemed  alleviated  by  contemplating  the  feudi 
of  ^e  wealthy  classes— tbeir  tears  were  lesi 
bitter  when  they  saw  the  oonfliots  of  powfli^ 
the  blood  of  the  aristocracy,  as  it  flowed  in 
the  streets,  seemed  to  them  only  worthy  to  b« 
shed. 
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Some  tamults  and  atrociouB  assassinations  in 
the  city,  had  already  evinced  the  weakness  of 
the  government;  the  absence  and  expected 
decease  of  the  minister,  seemed  as  a  prologue 
to  the  renewal  of  the  sanguinary  transactions 
of  La  Fronde,  while  it  sharpened  the  malice 
«nd  increased  the  passions  of  the  Parisians. 
These  tumults  did  not  displease  them — indif- 
ferent to  a  cause  of  quarrel  too  abstract 
for  them  to  understand,  they  had  already  be* 
gui  to  entertain  feelings  of  affection  or  hatred 
towards  either  party,  not  with  any  anticipation 
of  personal  benefit,  but  merely  as  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  leaders  either  pleased  or  dis- 
pleased them* 

One  night  in  particular,  musket  and  pistol 
shots  had  been  frequently  heard  in  the  city, 
the  numerous  patrols  of  Swiss  and  even  the 
body  guard  found  themselves  obstructed  by 
barricades  in  the  tortuous  steets  of  Notre  Dame ; 
carts  chained  to  posts  and  filled  with  casks 
prevented  the  passage  of  horsemen,  some  shots 
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had  wooaded  both  men  and  bones ;  the  city 
howaver  waa  tranquil,  excepting  that  part  which 
Burroanded  the  Lonvre,  ocou[ned  at  thu  time 
by  the  Queen  and  Monueur  the  Duo  d'Or- 
leatu;  in  that  Tiunity  everything  indicated 
a  night  scene  of  a  serions  nature. 

Itwastwo  o'clock  in  the  morning, andaabup 
frost  and  tbiok  fog  prevailed,  when  a  nnmbei 
of  people  assembled  on  the  scarcely  paved 
quay  and  occupied  the  sandy  soil  which 
descended  towards  the  S^ne.  There  were  two 
hundred  at  the  least  congregated  togetfaw, 
they  were  enveloped  in  large  cloaks,  whidi 
were  in  part  raised  at  the  baok  by  the  long, 
Spanish  swords  which  they  wore  ;  they  w^ked 
to  and  fro  in  disorder,  and  seemed  to  be  wut- 
ing  for  coming  events,  rather  than  having  any 
fixed  object  in  view ;  many  were  seated  upon 
the  huge  stones  of  the  nninished  parapet  with 
tb^  amis  fcdded  aoroaa  their  obesta — they 
maintained  the  strictest  silenoe.  Aftei  a  fm 
momenta,  a  man  who  seemed  to  (merge  fironi 
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aD  arched  door  of  the  Louvre  approached, 
cautioasly  holding  a  dark  lanteni,  the  rays  of 
irhich  he  turned  on  the  face  of  each  individual 
as  he  whispered  to  him,  until  he  found  the 
person  he  sought;  when  he  said  in  a  low 
voice : — 

'^Well,  Olivier,  what  says  Monsieur  le 
Grand,  how  does  he?** 

*^  Oh  I  I  saw  him  yesterday  at  St.  Germain  ; 
the  old  cat  is  very  ill  at  Narbonne,  he  is  about  to 
go  ad  paires,  but  we  must  set  about  our  busi- 
ness speedily  for  it  is  not  the  first  time  the 
Cardinal  has  been  indisposed  and  recovered  ; 
have  you  men  enough  for  this  evening,  Fon* 
trailles  T 

**  Never  fear;  Montr^r  will  come  forth  with 
a  hundred  gentlemen  of  Monsieur's  suite,  you 
must  recognise  him,  he  will  be  disguised  as  a 
master  mason  with  rule  in  hand ;  but  above  all 
things  do  nojt  forget  the  watch  words— do  you 
and  all  of  you  be  sure  to  remember  them  ?" 

^'Yes,  all  of   us  excepting  the  Ahh6  de 
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GtHidi  who  has  not  anived,  and  yet  I  iaitc; 
that  must  be  be,  bat  who  oould  have  kaowo 
him  at  the  first  glance?" 

In  fact,  a  little  man  dressed  in  the  UDiform 
of  the  French  guard,  wearing  very  ^^i^g^i  f*!^ 
whiskera,  glided  in  amongst  the  assembly— he 
hopped  from  one  leg  to  the  other,  while  rub- 
bing his  hands  energetically  as  if  in  rap- 
tures. 

"  Thank  heaven  1  all  goes  well,  my  friend, 
Fiesque  could  not  have  done  it  better ;"  then 
raising  himself  on  tiptoe  to  slap  Olivier  on  the 
shoulder — "  Do  you  know,"  sud  he,  **  that  you 
have  managed  this  matter  capitally,  Sire  Oli- 
rier  d'Eotraignes  ?  You  wiU  become  a  great 
man  one  of  these  days— every  thing  is  very 
well  arranged  as  regards  opportunity ;  but  let 
US  lose  DO  time— within  thesetwo  hoars  we  shall 
be  joined  by  the  parishioners  of  my  aode  the 
Arobbishop  of  Paris;  I  have  exhorted  and 
excited  them  antil  they  cry  '  Long  live  Mon- 
^earT  'Long  lire  the  Regent  and  down  withtbe 
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Cardinalj'  like  so  many  savagee ;    they  are  as 
eDthusiastic  devotees  of  mine  as  ever  shewed 
bead.     The  King  is  very  ill,  every  thing  goes 
right,  qaite  right.  I  come  from  St  Germain,  I 
have  seen  our  friend  Cinq  Mars— that's  a  man 
indeed — he  b  firm  as  a  pyramid ;  how  he  has 
imposed  upon  his  enemies  by  his  sad  and  melan- 
choly appearance ;  he  stands  first  favourite  at 
Court,    it  is  settled  the  Eang  is  about    to 
create  him  Duke  and  Peer,  but  as  it  is  not  yet 
done,  we  must  decide  the  matter  by  our  move- 
ment to*night— it  is  the  will  of  the  people  and 
the  will  of  the  people  must  be  absolute — if  we 
can    establish   that,  it   will   be  the  death  of 
Bichelieu,   will  it  not?  above  all  it  is  their 
hatred  of  him  which  must  be  uppermost   in 
their  shouts,  for  that  will  decide  the  hesitating 
Gaston. 

*•  And  what  if  it  does  otherwise  ?"  said  Fon- 
trailles,  *'  should  he  make  a  resolution  to-day 
in  our  favor,  so  much  the  worse  for  us." 

"  Whj  80?" 


4« 
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"  BeoaaK  we  bmj  make  certain  that  t(Miior- 
row  he  will  do  just  the  oontnuy." 

"  It  matten  little,"  replied  the  Abb6  de 
Gondi,  "  the  Qaeen  haa  a  head." 

"  Aye,  and  a  heart  aJso,"  said  Olivier,  "thit 
gives  me  a  hope  for  Cinq  Mars,  on  whom,  I 
believe,  she  has  cast  an  eye  more  than  once." 

"  Boy  08  yoQ  are,  what  experience  have 
yoD  in  Coart  intrigue?  aothiog  can  advance 
him  but  the  hand  of  the  King,  and  he  lovei 
him  as  his  owd  son ;  as  for  the  Qneen,  shoiild 
ber  heart  beat,  it  will  be  for  the  past,  not 
for  the  future — but  do  not  trouble  yourself 
with  Boch  absurdities,  rather  tell  me  can  we 
rely  upon  our  young  ndvocite,  whom  we  Me 
wandering  about  there  ;  is  he  of  our  opinion  T 

"  Perfectly  so,  he  iu  an  excellent  royalist;  be 
would  throw  the  Cardinal  into  the  river  at  any 
time,  besides  he  is  '  Foornier  cf  Looduo,'  and 
that  is  saying  enough." 

"  Well,  well,  bnt  be  on  the  titxt,  genttemen, 
here  is  an  arrival  from  St.  Honor£." 
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^  Wlio  goes  there  ?"  cried  the  foremost  of 
the  troop  to  the  new  comers. 

''GastoD,  and  Mons.  le  Ghrand^^  wfts  the 
leplj  in  a  low  voice. 

''  It  is  Montr^sor  with  the  saite  of  Mon- 
nenr,"  siud  Fontrailles.  ^  we  can  now  go  to 
▼ork  at  once.*' 

"  To  be  sure  jou  may,  for  the  Cardinalists 
will  pass  at  three  o'clock,  as  we  have  been  in- 
fonDed." 

**  Where  do  they  go  T*  cried  Fontrailles. 

"  There  are  more  than  two  hundred  of  them 
to  escort  Mons.  de  Chayigny,  on  his  journey  to 
Uie  Cardinal ;  they  have  thought  it  the  safest 
route  to  pass  by  the  Louvre." 

^  Very  well,  we  will  meet  them  without 
shewing  our  claws«"  said  the  Abb6  Gt)ndL 

At  this  moment  a  noise  of  the  approach  of 
Mrriagee  was  heard,  several  men,  concealed  by 
large  cloaks,  rolled  a  huge  stone  into  the  centre 
of  the  thoroughfare.  The  foremost  horseman 
dashed  through  the  crowd  pistol  in  hand,  sus- 
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pectiDg  some  design ;  but  the  postillion  who 
guided  the  horses  of  the  first  carriage  wm 
obstructed  by  the  stone,  and  his  horse  fell 

"  What  carriage  ie  this  attempting  to  mn 
over  the  foot  paBseDgera?"  called  out  the  sevenl 
nflD  concealed  D;  their  cloaks,  *'  it  is  a  great 
shame,  it  mast  be  some  friend  of  the  Cardinal 
de  Bochelle." 

"  It  is  one  who  fears  not  the  partisans  of 
the  boy  Le  Grand,"  cried  a  voice,  aa  a  man 
jumped  from  the  carriage  door  and  mounted 
his  horse. 

"  Throw  the  Cardinalists  into  the  Seine  T' 
shouted  a  sharp  and  piercing  voice. 

This  was  the  signal  for  the  commencement 
of  the  riot;  several  pistol  shots  were  exchanged, 
which  threw  u  momentary  light  apon  the  dark 
and  turbulent  scene— the  clashing  of  swords 
«nd  prancing  of  horses  could  not  stifle  the  cries 
of  party — 'Down  with  the  Minister!  Long 
live  the  Kin;;  I  Long  live  Monsieur  and  Mooi. 
le  Grand — Down  with  the  red  stockings.'    Oa 
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the  other  side  '  Long  lite  hiB  Eminence — Long 
JiTe  the  great  Cardinal — Death  to  the  factions 
^— Long  live  the  King  ;'  the  name  of  the  Eang 
was  at  the  bead  of  both  parties  in  hatred  and 
affection,  at  this  remarkable  period. 

Li  the  meanwhile,  the  people  on  foot  snc- 
ceeded  in  placing  two  carriages  across  the  quay, 
so  as  to  form  a  sort  of  barrier  against  the 
horsemen  under  Chavigny,  and  from  thence 
kept  up  a  fire  with  their  pistols  which  dis- 
mouDted  seteral  of  the  cavalry;  the  tumult 
became  frightful,  when  suddenly  the  gates  of 
the  Louvre  were  thrown  open  and  two  squa- 
drons of  the  body  guard  sallied  forth  at  a  trot, 
most  of  them  carried  a  torch,  not  only  to  cast 
a  light  upon  those  they  were  going  to  attack, 
but  to  guide  themselves.  The  guard  had  ad* 
vanoed  to  the  spot  where  one  of  the  party  on 
foot  was  stationed,  who  took  off  his  hat  and 
made  himself  known  by  mentioniDg  his  name, 
upon  which  the  guard  retreated,  some  saluting, 

VOL  IL  D 
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while  otbos  tAxodk  him  by  the  hand.  Tlw 
ejected  buocou  to  Hm  <amue  <of  CJMvigif , 
now  Billy  tended  to  inerwe  ibewMifmian ;  tke 
body-giurd  for  «i>iuneiiM  mitt  xode  :rasad 
about  the  ODmbatsnts,  eaTiDg  is  n  kw  iniee — 
"  CcRB«^  «ome,  geatlemen,  inodef>tion,-inoder- 
•tioo ;"  but  when  two  geatlenen  wko  eeemcd 
to  be  decudtag  •  martal  qnanel  by  fierce^ 
attftcking  eadh  other  lenewed  thdr  sffinti,  tbe 
guard  who  ww  them  lixdied  oo  comidaoandy, 
■ad  -eTAD  proceeded  bo  far  as  l»ieBeotu^«  the 
one  who  aided  with  hie  own  -imty,  fw  ^is 
bodyef  uiGD  Uke  idl  Ennoe  had  ita  roya&la 
and  ila  CardhiaUatB. 

The  wiadowa  of  the  Louti«  beoame  lighted 
np  by  d^reee,  and  maBy  female  .heada  wen 
Tisible  behind  the  small  panea  of  ^m$,  while 
iheif  atteation  was  attmeted  <by  the  fray. 

Niumbere  of  the  Swiaii  patrol  now  afipeand 
with  flambeaux — >tbeeesoldi«ra  weie  reouukable 
from  their  extraordinary  luuform,  tbeyhad  the 
ri;{lit  arai  utriped  with   blue  and  red»  the  •ilk 
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stocking  on  tbe  right  Ic^  was  alio  red,  the  left 
&de  was  striped  with  blue,  red  wd  whke^  the 
stocking  being  white  and  zed* 

In  the  Palace,  it  was  no  doubt  expected  that 
these  foreigners  would  disperse  the  riotes^  but 
it  was  not  bo^  they  merely  followed  the  orders 
they  had  receited,  mixing  with  the  combatimts 
for  a  brief  period  so  as  to  separate  them — ^then 
letomingy  they  formed  before  the  grating  in 
perfect  order^  and  re-entered  without  noticing 
whether  the  party  strife  had  been  resumed 
or  not 

The  noise^  for  a  moment  partially  hushed, 
again  became  general;  shoutings,  challenges^ 
defiances  ensued— it  seemed  as  if  nothing  could 
give  satbfaction  but  the  destruction  of  one 
party  or  the  other.  Now  cries,  or  rather  fright- 
ful howIiDgs,  raised  the  tumult  to  the  utmost. 
The  Abh6  de  Gondi,  who  had  been  endeayour- 
ing  to  pull  a  horseman  down  by  tugging  at  the 
hem  of  his  cloak,  let  go  his  hold  and  called 
oat  lustily— 

j>  3 
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"  Well  done,  my  fine  fellows  ;  f^ontraille^ 
yon  are  about  to  see  capital  sport— ha  I  hoitr 
my  fellows  run;  quite  encouraging,  is  it 
notr 

The  Abb^  then  mounted  on  a  large  stone, 
and  watched  the  approach  of  his  auxiliaries, 
while  his  arms  were  crossed  with  all  the  ex- 
ternal importance  of  a  general  in  the  heat  of 
battle* 

Day  began  to  break,  when  a  crowd  of  men, 
women  and  children,  the  very  scum  of    the 
people,  were  seen  running  down  by  the  isle  of 
St.  Louis  towards  the  Louvre,  uttering  extra- 
ordinary  vociferations.      Girls  carrying  long 
swords— children  dragging  immense  halberts 
or     pikes     which    had     been     manufactured 
during  the  time  of  the  League,  a  quantity  of 
old  rag  fastened  by  a  rope  was  drawn  after 
them ;  carts  filled  with  old  rusty  and  broken 
arms— artificers  of  all  trades,   most  of  them 
intoxicated,  followed,    with    bludgeons,  forks, 
lances,    shovels,    torches,   stakes,     boathook^ 
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levers,  sabres,  and  sharpened  spits — ^the  mob 
nng  and  bowled  alternately — imitating  with  a 
ferocious  noise  the  mewing  of  cats  and  carry- 
ing by  way  of  a  banner  one  of  those  animals 
bedizened  with  a  red  rag,  and  en^peoded  from 
a  pole  as  an  effigy  of  the  Cardinal,  whose 
fondness  for  the  feline  race  had  become  pro- 
yerbiaL 

Bill  stickers  ran  while  out  ot  breath  by  the 
side  of  the  river,  and  on  the  other  tboronghr 
fares,  pasting  on  the  parapets,  posts,  the  walls 
of  houses,  and  even  on  the  palace,  short  sati- 
rical rhymes  alluding  to  passing  events ;  butcher 
boys  and  kitchen  wenches  carrying  large  cut- 
lasses beat  the  'pas  de  ckargi  upon  iron  kettles, 
while  they  dragged  through  the  mire  a  huge 
BOW  recently    slaughtered,    which    they    had 
decorated  in  the  costume  of  an  infant  chorister 
—some  young,  athletic,  comic  fellows  dressed 
as  women  and  rouged  up  to  the  veryeyes-cried 
with  a  loud  voice :— 
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'^  We  are  tfae  mothers  of  families  ruined  by 
Richelieu.    Death  to  the  Cardinal  T 

These  mimes  carried  in  their  arms  the  effi^es 
of  chiidren  made  of  straw,  which  they  threw 
into  the  river  with  eyery  appearance  of  des- 
pair. 

While  this  disgustmg  rabble  were  swarming 
by  thousands,  on  and  about  the  quay,  they 
produced  an  extraordinary  and  unexpe<Sted 
effect  on  the  combatants,  quite  contrary  to 
that  anticipated  by  the  Abb€  de  GK)ndL 

The  party  of  each  faction  sheathed  their 
swords,  and  separated,  those  of  Monsieur  and 
Cinq  Mars  felt  quite  crest  fallen  at  being 
assisted  by  such  allies,  they  helped  the 
fallen  gentlemen  of  the  Cardinal's  party  to  re- 
mount, and  got  ready  the  carriages,  the  servants 
in  the  mean  time  beAting  off  the  wounded, 
which  being  aceomjdished,  a  particular 
rendezvous  was  proposed  to  their  adversaries 
where  they  could  arrange  their  differences  in 
less  public  and  more  worthy  ground. 


AfllMuner]  of  &e  Boperior  ntimber  of  the 
nsoMy  mdb  who  it  appeared  were  about  to 
eepooee  tbeir  cans^  and  seemiBg  perhaps  to 
eoamder  for  the  first  tiboie  tlie  eoasequences  of 
Ihk  political  fraeas  from  wfaksfa  no  good  oould 
possibly  arise^  they  quitted  the  seeoe  as  best 
they  migbt,  drawn^  tbeir  broad  brimnied  hats 
ever  tbeir  eyes^aad  tfcrowiag'  tbeir  huge  cloaks 
across  their  shouUtecs  ae  if  th^  dreaded  the 
l^t  of  6my. 

^Ybu  have raiDcd  ever  jtbing  vnth  this  accursed 
mob  of  yoursy"  said  FontraiHes  to  Goadi,  wlio 
appeared  quite  disconcerted^  *^  your  precious 
uncle  baa  turned  oat  a  reapeotable  sample  of 
parishioners  truly  T 

^  I  am  not  to  bfanne,"  replied  Gondi,  some- 
what doggedly,  ^  it  is  atl  owing  to  the  idiots 
arriving  one  hour  too  late,  if  they  had  come 
before  dqr  Ugibt,  no  one  could  have  sees  irhDs' 
who !  we  diosld  fanve  had  the  voices  of  the 
people  without  being  obliged  ta  blusb  for  their 
want  of  respectability^     Vox   popal^Yoz 
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Dei  I  yet  it  is  not  so  bad  after  all  I  for  the  mob 
will  afford  us  a  chance  of  getting  away  andis« 
coTcred ;  and  to  tell  the  truth  I  wish  not  the 
deathof  a  sinnerl  Chavigny  and  hia  followera 
are  brave  fellows  whom  I  much  admire,  shoald 
there  not  be  one  or  two  of  them  wounded  it 
will  be  a  comfort  Adieu,  Fontraillesy  I 
must  now  pay  a  visit  to  the  Duke  de  Bouillon^ 
who  is  just  arrived  from  Italy." 

^'  Olivier,"  said  Fontrailles,  go  you  to  St 
(Germain  with  Foumier  and  Ambroise.  I  Will 
at  once  seek  an  interview  with  Monsieur,  and 
Montr^or  shall  go  with  me.** 

All  separated;  disgust  had  accomplished  that 
which  force  had  in  vain  attempted. 

Thus  terminated  this  rash  enterprise,  which 
seemed  likely  to  be  the  forerunner  of  much 
mbchief,  fortunately  no  one  was  killed,  the 
horsemen,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  who 
had  been  wounded,  were  enabled  to  oontinoe 
the  journey  in  escort  of  the  carriages,  some  of 
the  gentlemen  sitting  lighter  in  their  saddles 
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bjr  having  been  relieved  of  the  wdght  of  their 
prniBes,  They  got  away  howeyer,  forcing  their 
pasBage  among  the  popnlation. 

The  wretched  mob,  formerly  the  allies  of 
the  Ahh6  de  Gondi,  being  deprived  of  their 
leaders,  continued  to  jell  and  shout  for  the 
space  of  two  hours,  until  their  wine  was 
finisbed,  and  the  chill  of  the  morning  cooled 
their  enthusiasm.  At  the  windows  of  the 
dwellings  of  the  respectable  citizens  many 
might  have  been  observed  watching  in  mourn- 
ful rilence,  these  preludes  to  disorder,  until  at 
length  the  body  of  merchants  preceded  by 
their  magistrates  and  civil  officers  made  their 
way  through  the  crowd,  slowly  but  courageously, 
to  prefer  a  complaint  to  the  Parliament  against 
these  frightful  nightly  scenes. 

The  apartments  of  Gaston  lyOrleans  were 
at  the  same  time  in  complete  disorder ;  this 
prince  at  that  period|  occupied  the  wing  of  the 
IfOQvre,  which  was  parallel  to  the  TuiUeries, 
the  windows  of  which  fi^u^ed  the  court  on  one 

D  a 
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side,  and  on  the  other  looked  out  npon  some 
small  homesi  and  narrow  streets,  which  aknoit 
entirely  covered  the  netghboorhood.  Being 
suddenly  roused  by  the  sound  of  fire  arms^  he 
got  out  of  bed,  thrust  his  feet  into  a  piir  of 
square,  high  ^heeled  slippers,  wrapped  himsslf 
in  a  richly  embroidered  dressing  gown,  and 
walked  up  and  down  his  bed  ohamber,  he 
deepaethed  a  domedtio  every  minute,  to  ascer- 
tain what  was  going  on,  and  shouted  for  somd 
one  to  fetch  the  Abb6  de  la  Bividre,  who  was 
his  constant  adviser,  but  unfortunately  that 
functionary  had  left  Paris*  At  every  report 
of  a  pistol  this  timid  prince  mn  to  the  windows 
without  being  able  to  distinguish  any  thing 
beyond  the  flambeaux  As  they  were  caicied 
about  tbe  streets. 

Sufficient  precaution  had  been  taken  that 
be  should  be  informed  that  the  shouts  were  in 
his  favor,  yet  be  paced  backwards  and  forwatdi 
in  the  greatest  perturbation;  hk  long  Uaek 
hair  flowing  in  disorder,  and  his  laigt  Une 
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ejes 9tmng  widle  with  nerrousQera  and  alarm; 
he  was  half  naked  when  Montr^r  and  Fon- 
tiaillef  »rriTed,  they  found  him  etriking  hia 
cheat  with  hb  fiat^  and  exclaiming  orer  and 
oter  agatn^  Mea  calp&,  Mea  cnlpA ! 

**  Well,  70a  have  arrived  at  last,"  said  he» 
ranniag  to warde  them,  '^  what  has  taken  place  ? 
what  has  been  doing  ?  are  they  assassins  ?  what 
mean  these  shonts  ?" 

"  They  ahout  Long  live  Monsieur.** 

Withoat  appearing  to  comprehend  the 
meaning  of  this  explanation,  and  at  the  same 
time  holding  the  door  of  his  chamber  open  so 
that  his  voice  might  be  distinctly  heard  in  the 
galleries^  which  his  attendants  occupied,  Gaston 
called  out. 

'^  I  know  nothing  of  all  this,  I  have  autho- 
rised  nothings  I  will  know  nothing,  I  have 
entered  into  no  project,  it  is  the  factious  who 
cause  thb  disturbance,  do  not  speak  to  me  if 
yon  expect  to  be  welcome  here,  I  have  no 
e&emy»  and  I  hate  these  scenes  T* 
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FontruIIes  who  well  knew  the  man  he  had 
to  deal  with,  said  nothing,  but  entered  slowly 
with  his  friend,  and  waited  until  Monsieur  had 
ceased,  when  the  door  being  carefully  shut  he 
took  up  the  conyersation.  ^'Monsieur,"  eaid 
he,  *^  we  come  to  ask  you  a  thousand  pardons 
for  the  impertinence  of  these  people  who  still 
c6ntinue  to  make  known  thus  loudly  their 
wishes  for  the  destruction  of  your  enemieS| 
and  to  hail  you  as  B^ent,  should  we  have  the 
misfortune  to  lose  hid  Majesty— « it  is  true  that 
the  people  do  not  always  consider  suffidently 
before  they  give  vent  to  their  feelingSi  yet 
what  can  we  do?  they  are  so  numerous  we 
cannot  silence  them,  it  is  a  shout  proceeding 
fro  01  the  heart  while  uttering  the  truth,  it  is 
an  expression  of  love  which  no  reasoning  can 
repress,'  and  which  sets  all  sober  reflection  at 
defiance. " 

*'  But  do  tell  me  what  has  happened/  repUed 
Gastoo,  with  more  calmness,  what  does  all 
that  I  have  heard  for  these  last  four  hours  mean:" 


COURT     INTRIGUES^  61 

*'Th]8  expression  of  devotioo,''  contiDued 
Montrdsor,  slowly,  ^'as  Monsieur  de  Fontrailles 
has  had  the  honor  to  inform  jou,  outstrips 
all  rules  and  bounds,  for  even  we  can  feel  the 
eothusiasm  in  our  breasts,  when  the  name  of 
Moosieur  is  mentioned;  in  fact  it  hurries  us  on 
to  perform  unpremeditated  deeds.'' 

^^Bnt  what  have  you  done,"  asked  the 
Prince. 

"  Exactly  what  Monsieur  de  Montr&or  has 
had  the  honour  to  explain  to  your  Highness, '* 
said  Fontrailles,  *^  I  foretold  it,  at  this  same 
hour  last  evening  when  I  was  permitted  to 
converse  with  you." 

''That  will  do,  say  nothing  about  that, 
interrupted  Gaston,  ^*  you  do  not  mean  to 
iasinuate  that  I  ordered  or  authorised  any 
thing,  I  mix  myself  up  with  nothing  whatever, 
I  know  nothing  about  the  government." 

^^  I  grant,"  pursued  Fontrailles,  ^^  that  your 
highness  ordered   nothing,    but  I  hope  you 
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will  allow  me  to  mj  that  I  foresaw  there  woold 
be  a  diatorbaoGe  this  morning  about  two 
o'clock,  and  I  consequently  expected  that  your 
present  astonishment  would  not  have  been 
quite  so  great" 

The  Prince  began  to  recoyer  himself,  per* 
ceiving  he  gained  no  advantage  oyer  the  two 
champions ;  he  likewise  could  read  in  the  ex- 
pression of  their  faces  that  they  well  remem* 
bered  the  consent  he  had  giyen  about  placing 
the  watch  for  the  night ;  he  sat  upon  his 
bed  with  his  arms  folded,  then  surveying 
the  two  gentlemen  with  an  assumed  severity 
of  countenance,  he  once  more  asked— 
'*  But  tell  me — what  have  you  done  ?** 
^^  In  point  of  fact  nothing,"  said  Foutrailles, 
*^  as  our  friends  accidentally  encountered  a 
mob»  some  of  them  found  themselves  entangled 
in  a  quarrel  with  the  coachman  of  Monsienr 
de  Chavigny,  who  drove  among  them,  which 
provoked  the  people^  therefore  some  rongh 
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play  hafi  been  the  consequence,  a  few  pcntches, 
•nd  the  temporary  detention  of  the  carriage. 
That »  all."      • 

•'  Positively  all  T  demanded  Monsieur. 

**  Positiyely  all  f  responded  Montr^sor. 

'^  And  is  not  that  saflBcient  7^  cried  Gaston, 
much  excited,  while  he  paced  about  the  room, 
^  add  is  it  nothing  then  to  stop  the  carriage  of 
one  of  the  intimate  friends  of  the  Cardinal 
Due  I  set  my  face  against  these  transactions, 
and  I  have  already  told  you  so.  I  do  not  hate 
the  Cacdinal,  he  is  a  great  politician,  certainly 
a  very  great  statesman,  you  have  sadly  com- 
promised me^  it  is  well  known  that  Montr^sor 
is  in  my  service,  and  should  he  have  been 
recognised  they  will  say  that  I  encouraged  him." 
"  That  risk,"  answered  Montr^sor,  ^*  caused 
me  t<^  wear  a  mask  and  cloak  which  seemed  to 
be  a  preferable  garment.** 

Q«ston  breathed  more  freely. 

^'Yon  are  quite  sure  you  have  not  been 
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recognised,'^  said  Monsieur,  ''  70a  know  how 
liable  you  are  to  punishment  !** 

^  Am  I  sure  ?"*  said  the  Prince's  gentleman, 
^^  I  would  forfeit  my  head^  and  the  place 
assigned  for  me  in  Paradise,  if  I  have  been 
discovered,  or  even  suspected." 

"  Very  well,"  said  Gaston,  as  he  seated  him- 
self again  on  his  bed ;  assuming  an  air  of  satis- 
faction^  he  added,  "  come  then,  tell  me  a  little 
of  what  has  taken  place." 

This  task  Fontrailles  took  upon  himself;  he 
said,  he  thought  that  the  populace  were  playing 
a  distinct  game  from  the  gentlemen  in  the 
suite  of  Monsieur,  and  in  his.  peroration  he 
added  among  the  details,  "  that  all  could  see, 
aye  even  from  our  windows.  Monsieur,  respeo* 
table  mothers  of  families  maddened  by  despair, 
throw  their  children  into  the  Seine,  while 
cursing  Bichelieu." 

*^  Oh,  it  is  frightful,*'  cried  the  Prince  indig- 
nant or  feigning  to  be  80|  and  to  believe  these 
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excesses.  ''Is  it  indeed  tme  that  he  is  so 
generally  detested?  he  must  receive  what  he  so 
richly  deserresy — to  what  a  dreadful  situation 
have  his  ambition  and  avarice  reduced  these 
poor  people  in  whom  I  take  so  great  an 
interest.** 

^'Yes^  Monsieur,'*  replied  the  orator^  ^'and 
this  is  not  only  at  Paris^  it  is  the  whole  of 
France,  who  beseech  you,  as  weH  as  ourselves^ 
to  decide  upon  delivering  our  country  from 
this  tyrant ;  all  is  ready,  it  only  waits  for  your 
assent  for  the  destruction  of  this  upstart,  who 
has  the  presumption  to  threaten  to  overthrow 
even  your  royal  house.** 

'^  Alas,  heaven  is  my  witness  that  I  forgive 
even  this  insult,"  replied  Gaston,  lifting  up  hia 
eyes,  *'  but  I  can  no  longer  be  unmindful  of 
the  persecution  of  my  people  I  yes  I  willdeter^. 
niine  at  once  to  assist  them  I 

^  Ah  I  we  will  throw  ourselves  at  your  feet,**. 
exclaimed  Montr&or. 
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**  iTies,  yes,  jrw,  but  recollect  my  dignity  u 
not  to  be  ooaiproRiise(i^  my  name  is  not  to  be 
mentMned.** 

**  Well  but  tbat  is  the  rery  thing  we  wiab,* 
itid  Fontn^eer  somewhat  reHeved,  *'look» 
Monsieur,  here  are  several  names  to  foNow 
yours,  who*  do  not  fiBar  to  subsmbe^  I  will 
ttieiitioD  them  to  yoa  even  now,  if  yoo  wish 
it** 

**  Bcet—bnt^^  said  the  Dake  tOAoMB  some- 
what frightened,  '^  is  not  this  a  conspiracy  yoa 
ore  proposing  so  very  eoolly  ?*^ 

^  For  shame,  oh!  for  shame,  Monsienr;  thif 
to  men  of  honour  like  ourselves  I  a  conspiracy  ? 
do  not  call  it  by  such  a  name-— a  Ieague»  that 
is  all— a  trifling  agreement  to  point  out  the  way 
to  promote  the  general  wdfare  of  the  CJourt 
and  the  people^— notUng  more  P 

*<  But — ^but — ^that  is  not  quite  so  clear;  I 
have  had  some  experienoe  in  these  mattery  and 
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this  aflbir  aeema  neitlier  general  nor  {mbliei 
therefore  it  must  be  a  condpiracy.  What  do 
yon  call  yoarselves— 700  do  not  say  who  you 
arc?* 

**  Pafdoor  me^  Mondear,  when  I  teU  yon 
thnt  nearly  all  the  kkigdoin  ie  naixed  up^  in 
thia,  and  I  feel  sure  there  is  no  one  who  wouM 
not  add  his  name  to  those  of  Mona  de  Bouillon 
and  Cinq  Matt.'' 

**  After,  perhaps,  but  not  before  them,*^ 
staid  Ghiaton,  fixing  his  eyes  npon  Fontntil- 
les  with  such  a  oumiing  look  that  startled 
him. 

^*  WeD,  what  will  Monsieur  do  if  I  mention 
the  names  beneath  which  he  is  to  subscribe 
Kill  ?" 

**  That  vi  an  amusing  and  pteasant  question  I 
hovr  cim  I  tell  if  there  wiU  be  a  single  one 
bek>w  mine  f^ 

"  Well,  should  there  be  only  one,  Mondeur, 
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we  promise  that  the  name  of  Gaston  shall  be 
placed  even  below  that." 

^^  By  my  faith  then,  with  all  my  heart,  I 
run  no  risk,  as  I  shall  see  no  one  but  the 
King's,  who  is  assuredly  on  the  same  side."* 

**  Exactly  so,  to  the  present  time  we  take 
you  at  your  word,  and  expect  yon  will  consent 
to  see  Monsieur  de  Bouillon  on  the  part  of  the 
Queen,  and  the  master  of  the  Horse  on  the 
part  of  the  King.** 

'*  Done  r  said  Monsieur,  striking  the  diool- 
der  of  Montr^r  familiarly.  '<  I  shall  go  to- 
day to  the  dressing-room  of  my  sister-in-law, 
and  I  will  likewise  request  my  brother  to  hunt 
a  buck  with  me  at  Chambord.'* 

The  two  friends  wished  nothing  better  than 
this,  and  felt  surprised  at  the  success  of  their 
undertaking— they  never  had  witnessed  so 
much  resolution  on  the  part  of  their  chief; 
therefore  to  avoid  giving  him  time  to  recant, 
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they    immediatelj   changed  the  conversation 
then   took  leave,  but  whispered  to  Monsieur  as 
they  quitted    the  apartments,  that  they  should 
certainly  rely  on  his  last  promises. 
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CHAPTEB  IV. 


While  a  prince,  whose  terror  might  have  proved 
contagious  to  his  friends,  was  being  encouraged 
with  great  difficulty,  by  those  with  whom  he 
conversFed,  a  princessi  much  more  exposed  to 
misfortune  through  the  indifference  of  her 
husband,  and  weaker  by  nature^  set  an  example 
of  courage  and  pious  resignation  which  reani- 
mated her    pusillanimous    attendants.       This 
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WAS  tbe  Qiiecm  J  :&B9Eeeljr  at  mt  an  Konc,  aba 
was  disturbed  bj  odee  fiexiebg  .iiMrangh  jblia 
dooiB  aod  tlndc  tapeatrias  xd  her  chamber. 
On  givixig  ordera  £ot  adrnksioci^  the  Dncbeaa 
<de  C3ieyrense»  almost  deauded,  hot  who  had 
thrown  voand  her  ^a  thiak  cloak,  mdied  in  and 
fell  fainting  at  the  foot  of  the  faed,  aha  waa 
cilaeelj  -foUowed  by  four  .kdiaa  in  waifing,  and 
three  cfaambermiddB;  her  delicale  feet  were 
bleeding,  for  she  had  hurt  herself  while  run- 
jiing--«he  continued  io  ooU  out  while  sobbing 
-like  an  infant,  that  a  pistol  bullet  had  been 
fired  through  the  ahnttdrB  of  her  apartment, 
which  had  wounded  her.  She  prayed  the 
Queen  to  send  her  back  into  exile  where  she 
should  be  safe  from  those  who  wished  to  asaas- 

ainate  her,  becaose  she  waa  the  friend  of  her 

^  

Majiisty^-the  hair  of  the  Duchess  was  in  the 
Yitmost  disorder,  it  fell  almost  to  her  feet  and 
was  considered. the  greatest  beauty  Nature  had 
bestowed  upon  her^  which  cauaed  the  Queen  to 
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fancy  this  neglect  of  her  toilette  to  be  not  en^ 
tirely  caused  by  apprehension. 

^'  Oh  1  my  dear,  what  can  have  happened  ?'* 
eaid  the  Queen  very  coolly,  ^^  yon  seem  almost 
distracted  I  it  appears  to  me  that  if  any  mis- 
chief be  intended,  I  am  the  party  to  be  sought 
for,  not  you— -so,  pray  compose  yourselE" 

^*0h  I  no,  Madame,  save  me— protect  me !  it 
is  Bichelieu  who  persecutes  me —  I  am  sure 
of  it'* 

The  distinct  report  of  fire-arms  convinced 
the  Queen  that  the  fears  of  Madame  de  Che- 
vreuse  were  not  without  foundation. 

'^  Madame  de  Motteville,  come  and  dress 
me/'  said  she. 

But  that  lady  had  lost  her  reason  entirely ; 
she  was  busy  opening  one  of  the  lai^e  ebony 
coffers,  which  were  then  used  as  closets,  and 
taking  out  a  casket  of  diamonds  belonging  to 
the  Queen  which  she  wished  to  save ;  the 
other  women  perceiving  the  blaze  from  the 
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torches,  imagined  that  the  palace  was  on  fire^ 
and  tbey  rolled  up  all  sorts  of  articles,  such  as 
jewels,  lace,  gold  vases,  and  even  porcelain, 
with  the  intention  of  throwing  them  out  of  the 
windows.  In  the  mean  time,  Madame  de 
Gruimene  baviog  more  apparel  on  than  the 
Dnohees  de  Chevreuse,  entered  with  a  most 
pallid  countenance ;  this  affright  communicated 
itaelf  somewhat  to  the  nerves  of  the  Queen, 
nrho  was  aware  of  the  general  punctilious  de- 
portment of  this  ladj,  she  now  came  forward, 
urithout  ceremony,  and  said  with  great  volu- 
bility:— 

^'  Madame,  it  is  time  to  confess  ourselves — 
theHfOUvreis  attacked; — all  the  people  from  the 
city  have  told  me  so." 

Xhe  whole  party  were  struck  motionless  by 
this  announcement 

<^  We  are  about  to  die!"  called  out  the 
Duchess  de  Chevreuse  still  on  her  knees. 

**  Ah  I    Heaveo  I  I  wish  I  had  remained  in 
voIm  n.  E 
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Slogland.  Let  us  coofeW'  ouraelTos*  I  will 
ooofesa  ftlood-^Iam  beUved*^!  am  befeved 
hy '' 

''  Theve,  that  is  snfflcient,'*  intemipled  tbe 
Queett>  ''  I  irottld  rather'  not  kear  any  more  <m 
tfaat  Babjeot ;  ae  thi«  mil  probaUjr  not  be  the^ 
leaet  of  my  dangere,  let  u»  loee  no-  time  in  nUy 
lamenffttione." 

Tha  cooInesB  of  Anne  of  Austria,  and  this- 
seeond  reprimand  tended  pei^ape  somewhat  to 
restore^  the  duohess*  to  her  sensee,  as  she*  mm  in 
CDnfoeion^  and  pereeiving  the  state  of  her  toi* 
lette,  retired  to  another  apartment  for  its  better 
arrangement. 

'^  Dona  Stephania,"*  said  the  Qnem'to  one  of 
her  women  (the  only  Spaniard  she  had  been 
able  te  retain*  in  her  serrice,)  ^  go  sfnd  seek'  for 
the  captain  of  the  guard,  it  is  time  that  I 
should  see  a- man  at  last,  that  I  may  hear  some- 
thing reasonable." 

The  messenger  counted  her  beads  while  she 


nmeSr&m  a  comef  of  the  alcj^te  where  she  haci 
ensconced  herself,  and  hastened  to  obey*  the 
oemma^ds  of  her  osistresa* 

As  ike  Queen  gave  this  order  in  tbe  Spanish 
hmgnage,  which  none  of  the  ladies  und'eretood^ 
it  had  the  effect  of  partially  restoring  them  to 
their  senses.  In  the  mean  time  the  noiwe 
occasioned  by  the  riot  beeame  more  distinct,  both 
without  and  within ;  in  the  great  conrt<*yard  of 
the  Lourre,  tfte  prancing  of  hortes^,  the  com- 
mands of  the  officers,  the  rumbling  of  car- 
riages already  in  preparation  in  case  of  neces- 
nty,  the  rattling  of  the  iron  chains  as  they 
were,  dragged  along  the  pavement  to  form  an 
obstruction  to  tfny  attack ;  the  sound  of  the 
tramp  of  men,  the  clashing  of  arms,  the  noise 
of  those  who  ran  to  and  f m  in  the  corridors, 
the  distant  cries  of  people,  now  loud,  and  again 
•oarcely  heard,  passed  like  squaUs  of  wind  at 
sea. 

The  door  of  the  ap^irtment  was  opened  once 
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more,  when  it  introduced  a  lovely  and  most 
interesting  lady. 

**  I  have  been  expecting  you,  dear  Marie," 
said  the  Queen  while  extending  her  hand  to 
the  Duchess  of  Mantua,  "  you  have  displayed 
more  courage  than  all  of  us  united,  and  you 
are  dressed  likewise  as  if  you  were  about  to 
undergo  the  gaze  of  the  whole  Court.'* 

^^  Fortunately  I  had  not  retired  to  rest,**  ao. 
swered  the  young  princess  de  Gonzague  mo- 
destly,  '*  I  hare  seen  the  concourse  of  people 
from  my  windows.  Oh  I  madame,  madame,  fly, 
I  beseech  you  to  save  yourself  by  the  private 
stair-case,  and  allow  us  to  remain  in  your  place 
— it  is  possible  that  one  of  us  may  be  mistaken 
for  your  Majesty »**  added  she  shedding  tears, 
'*  oh  !  I  have  heard  the  cries  of  death !  Save 
yourself,  madame,  I  have  no  throne  to  los^ 
you  are  a  matron,  and  the  mother  of  kings, 
oh !  save  yourself  and  allow  us  to  remain." 
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^*  You  have  more  to  lose  than  I  have,  Marie, 
both  ID  youth  and  beauty,  and  I  hope  also  in 
happiness,"  replied  the  Queen  with  a  gracious 
smile,  at  the  same  time  offering  her  hand  to 
her — she  kissed  it,  "  remain  here  in  my  alcove, 
1  sincerely  wish  that  you  shoull  do  so,  we  shall 
be  companions  to  each  other — the  only  service 
that  I  exact  from  you,  my  dear  girl,  is  to 
bring  to  my  bed  that  small,  gold  casket,  which 
mypoor  destracted  Motteville  has  left  upon  the 
floor,  it  contains  something  which  I  consider  of 
great  value.** 

As  Marie  placed  the  casket  in  the  hands  of 
the  Queen,  she  whispered^* 

*^  If  any  misfortune  should  assail  me,  swear 
that  you  will  throw  it  into  the  Seine.** 

^'  I  shall  obey  you,  madame,  both  as  my 
benefactress  and  as  my  second  mother,"  an* 
swered  Marie,  as  the  tears  again  appeared  in 
her  eyes. 
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During  this  oonTersatiaD,  the  tumult  on  the 
Quay  ceai^d  not  for  an  iastant — the  window 
panes  reflect  the  flash  from  the  maskets  and 
jMstoU  as  they  were  discharged ;  the  Captain  of 
the  Guard,  and  also  that  of  the  Swi38  were  in 
attendance,  aeoondiiig  to  the  suvunona  ef  Dona 
Stephanie. 

^^  They  have  my  permission  to  enter,  tudd 
the  Que^n,  ^'Ladies,  aU  of  yo«  oome  ott 
.this  side,  I  feel  that  I  possess  tihe  covrnge  (^  m  | 

man  at  this  moment,  and  Z  need  it  ^^-^raimag  ■ 

the  curtains  of  her  couch,  she  thus  addressed  I 

the  two  offieers : — 

*'  Gentlemen,  rememb^  that  yon  hare 
answered  at  the  peril  of  y^or  head«i  for  the 
safety  of  the  lives  of  the  young  prisoee 
my  children;  you  have,  as  you  well  know  Mon- 
sieur de  Giuit^ut'' 

^  I  sleep  across  the  tfasesbold  of  their 
door,    madame,    but  this  movement  .threatens 
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neither   jqu  nor    them,  so  please  your  Ma- 
jesty," 

^  I  am  pleased  to  hear  bo^  but  think  usrt  of 
iDC^for  «  ixx>ment,  irfaiie  their  saf^tjis  in  ques- 
tion, and  protect  at  this  hour  whoever  may  be 
threatened — ^you  also  underaUnd  ma — yoUi 
Monsieur  de  Baesompi&rr^  you  are  descended 
from  an  ^ancae&t  house ;  do  not  at  this  Csar&l 
moment  recollect  that  your  uncle  is  confined 
in  the  Bostil^  but  do  your  duty  towards  the 
helpless  children  of  your  fiiend  the  poor  im- 
beoile  Saqg /' 

Ibis  request  was  addressed  to  a  young  man 
of  a  firank  and  •esprossrve  countenance. 

^  Your  Majesty,''  teplied  he  with  ^  -slight 
German  accent,  "  may  peroeiYe  Uiat  1  have 
not  neglected  Che  interest  of  your  family, 
while  endeavouring  the  while  to  enhance  Ithat 
of  my -owA,*  at  the  same  time  he  raised  his  left 
band  and  shewed  that  two  Angers  had  been 
lost  from  it,  '^  I  Ibasre  stiU  another  band  ai  the 
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service  of  yoar  Majesty,"  added  he,  as  he  bowed 
and  retired  with  Guitaut. 

The  Queen  rose  immediately  and,  notwith- 
standing the  entreaties  of  Madame  de  Guimdne, 
the  sobs  and  exclamations  of  the  Duchess  de 
Chevreuse,  and  the  tears  of  Marie  de  Gt>n- 
zague,  persisted  in  going  to  the  window, 
leaning  at  the  same  time  on  the  shonlder  of  the 
latter  lady. 

'^  What  do  I  hear?  said  she,  ''do  my  ears 
deceive  me  ?"  in  fact  the  people  shouted — 

'*  The  King  for  ever — Long  live  the  Queen/' 
which  shouts  were  reiterated  when  they  recog- 
nised her  Majesty — ''  Down  with  the  Cardinal 
— Long  live  Monsieur  Le  Grand/ 

Marie  shuddered. 

''  What  is  the  matter  ?"  said  the  Queen,  ob- 
serving her  emotion,  but  as  no  answer  was  re- 
turned, and  Marie  was  trembling  from  head  to 
foot,  this  kind  and  sweet  princess  did  not  press 
the  question,  but  transferred  her  attention  to 
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the  movements  of  the  populace — she  feigned 
even  to  feel  more  than  she  had  done  since  the 
first  ddio^  of  the  tamult  had  reached  her  ear. 
An  hoar  afterwards,  when  she  was  informed 
that  the  mob  only  waited  for  one  wave  of  her 
hand  before  they  would  disperse,  she  complied 
with  the  wish  with  the  greatest  cordiality  and 
satisfaction;  but  the  joyful  feeling  was  far 
from  bring  complete,  for  the  thoughts  of  her 
heart  were  fixed  upon  more  important  affairs, 
and  particularly  upon  the  foreboding  of  a  re- 
gency. As  ahe  leaned  towards  the  window, 
she  witnessed  may  disgusting  scenes  but  too 
apparent  by  the  misty  light  of  the  morning ; 
her  alarm  increased  the  more  as  she  felt  the 
neeessity  of  appearing  calm  and  confident 
Exposed  to  the  general  gaze  —she  felt  she  was 
a  woman,  and  trembled  while  looking  on  a 
crowd  which  she  might  very  probably  at  some 
fiiture  time  be  called  upon  to  govern. 
E  3 
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Shie  ealuted  tlie  mpb,  then  dosed  the  wiadoirs 
and  hastened  to  dismiss  her  iittendants-^the 
ample  window  eartaine  were  once  more  dosed, 
so  that  the  chamber  was  no  lonp^er  lighted  by  a 
day  which  was  idready  odious  to  her;  large 
flambeaux  of  white  wax  burned  ia  tSie  mag- 
nificeot  gold  oandelabras;  she  desired  to  be  left 
alone  with  Marie  de  Mantua,  and  fell  4m  her 
bed  exhausted  by  her  exertieiM  batittig  her 
pillow  with  tei|rs<— Marie  knelt  by  her  side  on 
a  ^velvet  epishion  clasping  one  of  her  hands  in 
here,  not  daring  to  break  silence ;  for  it  was  not 
until  now  that  a  single  tear  had  shewn  itaelf 
in  the  eyes  of  the  Queen.  They  v^smuned  in 
silence  for  a  few  minutes,  when  the  Queen 
rifling  languidly  said^^ 

*^  Do  not  grieye,  my  dear ;  let  me  weep,  it 
relieves  me-^^-if  you  pray  to  heayen  &r  me,  let 
it  be  that  I  may  not  hate  the  enemy  who  per- 
secutes me  and  who  will  ruin  both  the  royal 
family  and  the  monarchy  by  his  boundless  am- 


bftiiNB.  I  ibre8e#  H  pfaimly  by  whiit  k  taking 
ptaoe— I  aee  it  in  theee  kmenlufble  outbreaks.** 
**  Ab,  IfbdaMiie,  you  nllttife  to  Narboniie,  for 
wtthovt  lioabl  70a  refer  to  the  Cardmal^  but 
iwciy  ycKL  bave  heard  thtit  tlie  ahoutv  we  have 
liBtened  to  haiw  been  io  your  faToor  «nd  not 
ftr  bin.' 

^'Yee^nydear  girl,  the  Cardinal  is  indeed 
«  famMbed  leigoes  bem  M,  bat  his  fatal  genius 
watobea  oyer  this  very  door ;  if  ti^ese  demon* 
itntioDs  occur,  it  is  only  because  he  permits 
them,  if  these  multitudes  assemble,  it  is  only 
because  the  hour  is  not  yet  oeme  to  suppress 
them,  BeKeve  me,  I  know  him  well,  and 
^fnAj  4iaye  I  suffered  from  being  the  victim 
of  his  malice ;  he  has  deprived  me  (^  all  the 
pomet  of  my  rank  «8  well  as  of  the  pleasure  of 
^  youth ;  the  affection  of  my  family,  and 
^eu  the  heart  of  my  husband  have  been 
ettfBuged  through  his  vile  intrigues ;  be  has 
^^pvated  me  &om  the  world,  and  not  long 
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1^  he  dared,  to  the  eyerlasting  eeandal  of  all 
Fruce,  to  prefer  acciuationB  againat  me  1  he 
has  opened  my  papera,  examined  me  and 
forced  me  to  aign  a  document  that  I  have  done 
wrong,  and  ask  pardon  of  the  king  for  an  act 
of  which  I  am  totally  nnconadoua ;  and  laatly 
I  have  been  the  canee  of  the  impriaonment, 
perhapa  for  life^  of  a  faithful  servant ;  I  see 
my  dear  Marie,  that  you  fancy  I  am  too 
strongly  impressed,  the  Court  thinks  the  sam^ 
but  believe  me,  the  evil  genius  of  that  bad 
man  is  every  where !  he  is  'almost  master  of 
our  very  thoughts^*' 

**  What,  Madaoie,  does  he  know  the  cause 
of  the  riot  of  this  morning,  and  the  names  of 
those  who  composed  it  ?** 

'^  Without  doubt  he  does,  he  knew  it,  and 
foresaw  it,  he  permitted  and  authorised  it  on 
purpose  to  commit  me  in  the  eyes  of  the  king, 
and  to  cause  my  final  separation  from  him ; 
every  effort  is  brought  into  play  to  effect  my 
humiliation  T 
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''But  bow  ?  the  king  has  ceased  to  love  the 
otrdinal  for  these  last  two  years,  and  now 
prefers  another." 

The  queen  smiled ;  —she  looked  for  a  short 
time  on  the  artless  and  unsuspicious  face  of  the 
handsome  Marie,  threw  the  dark  curls  which 
ornamented  her  forehead  aside  and  gazed  with 
delight  upon  such  enchanting  innocence,  then 
kissed  her  cheek  and  answered. 

'*You  little  suspect  that,  which  will  soon 
become  a  sad  truth, — it  is  that  the  king  loves  no 
one!  and  those  who  appear  to  be  most  in 
favour,  are  the  most  likely  to  be  neglected, 
And  relinquished  to  the  mercies  of  one  who 
swallows  up  and  destroys  every  thing  ? 

*'  Good  Heaven  I  what  do  you  tell  me  ?'' 
said  Marie,  in  affright. 

^Tou  do  not  know  how  many  have  been  sacri«- 
ficedf^continued  thequeenjoweringher  voice,and 
fixing  her  eyes  upon  Marie,  as  if  she  would  read 
her  thoughts,'^  do  you  know  the  fate  of  those  who 
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fancied  they  were  behyred!  the  baDtiluneiit 
fff  Baradesy  ahM  of  St  Simon,  the  eenfiaenieat 
in  a  convent  of  Madame  de  la  Fag^te,  tin 
diagraee  of  madame  de  Hautefort,  the  deftth  of 
Chalaia,  M  tlwse  1mm  been  the  <fictiiDS  of 
Kidielien ;  without  the  fnendahip  of  the  )Mg 
their  Irroa  iwonld  have,  paaeed  in  peace,  but  his 
£ivour  IB  Altaic  dbeenre  yonder  tapestry,  whtch 
represents  Semele;  the  favcMiles  of  Louis  the 
thirteenth,  are  like  this  woman;  Ms  attachment 
is  like  the  fire  which  dazdea  wUe  k  destrejSi^ 

The  youag  duckesa  was  too  aaeh  distresssd 
to  enter  into  the  ftdl  meaning  of  the  queen, 
she  coaiinued  ^mng  at  her,  while  a  oesiralsiYe 
movement  seeiaed  to  agitate  her  lip^ 

'^  I  am  sadly  cruel,  am  I  not  ?*  oontiaued 
the  queen,  caressing  her  protegee,  as  one 
would  a  child  when  endeavouring  by  kindness 
to  obtain  its  good  giaoeq.  ^Geme,  come) 
confess  to  me,  just  tell  me,  how  are  j>oa  plaeed 
in  regard  to  CSinq  Mars  f* 


This  qiMttum  oaiiMd  fjrief  to  have  Ua  ««ipay. 
Mute  threw  hienclf  opon  her  koees  before  tli« 
quees,  «ad  shed  teen  «a  if  her  heart  woHid 
break;  the  qveen  watohed  palieBtly  ii»til  this 
pvoxyflm  flhould  mifaeide,  then  taking  Marie  in 
her  aroM  endeaToared  to  soothe  ber  hy  re- 

peatiDg-<«M7  ^^^^  &^*  ^^  ^^  ^"^  ^^^ 
joorself...-.^" 

"Ah I    Madame,  replied  Marie,  *^1  know 

Aat  i  «D  maoh  to  blame  for  acfeiDg  in  this 

i^saaer,  while  in  your  preseaoe,  bat  I  cannol 

<^oatrottl  my  feelings.     I  am  very  wrong,  but 

'u>w  oan  I  dare  to  make  you  a  partaker  of  my 

^uUse,  <to  Miborthen  my  whole  soul  to  you 

tt  not  so  diSB^iAt  as  to  reflect  upon  that  which 

I  have  •done." 

^e  qoeen  paused  a  moment  to  recover 
^  eqnaiiimity,  then  plaoed  her  finger  on  her 
young  friend's  lips. 

^*You  are  right,"  replied  .Ae,  ''yo«i  are 
V^e  right,  Mari^  it  is  the  first  word  that 
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generally  forms  the  difficulty,  beoaaae  it  is  the 
most  dangerous,  but  you  must  get  the  better 
of  this  distrust ;  ceremony  between  you  and  me 
tends  to  lower  us  in  each  others'  esteem.  All 
this  time  I  have  been  endeavourifig  to  probe 
your  secret,  and  I  fear  when  I  ascertain  it  I 
shall  be  too  late  to  be  of  any  service.'* 

Marie  de  Mautua  bowed  her  head  but  spoke 
not. 

''Do  you  require  more  encouragement  to 
speak  freely  ?  have  1  not  adopted  you  as  my 
eldest  daughter,  have  I  not  sought  to  have  you 
married  to  the  brother  of  the  king,  and  also 
endeavoured  to  seat  you  on  the  throne  of 
Poland,  Is  more  required  Marie?  yes — there  is 
one  thing  more ;  it  shall  be  done,  and  if  after- 
wards you  do  not  confide  in  me,  aye,  even,  to 
the  uttermost,  I  have  totally  mistaken  your 
character." 

''Beach  forth  your    hand  and   open  that 
gold  casket ;  here  is  the  key,  open  it  boldly, 
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and   not   mh  a   trembling  hand^  as   I  should 
do  were  I  to  attempt  it." 

After  some  hesitation  the  Duchess  of  Man- 
tua obeyed^  and  saw  in  this  small  coffer  a  sort 
of  broad  knife,  the  handle  of  which  was  formed 
of  iron,  and  the  blade  very  rusty,  with  it  were 
placed  some  carefully  folded  letters,  which 
-were  signed  by  the  name  of  Buckingham, 
^arie  wonld  haye  removed  them,  but  Anne 
of  Austria  restrained  her. 

'^  Seek  for  nothing  else/'  said  she,  mourn- 
folly,  ''for  now  you  have  the  whole  treasure  of 
tHe  queen,  it  is  a  treasure  indeed,  for  it  is  the 
life  blood  of  a  man  who  was  the  handsomest, 
the  bravest,  the  most  illustrious  of  all  the 
nobility  of  Europe!  he  covered  himself  with 
the  crown  diamonds,  to  please  me,  he  waged  a 
sanguinary  war,  fitted  out  fleets,  and  comman- 
ded them  himself,  for  the  gratification  of  fight- 
ing against  the  man  who  is  my  husband,  he 
crossed  the  seas  for  the  purpose  of  gathering  a 
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Bimilfir  fiowier  to  one  whi<^  I  had  purcrtiased, 
and  ran  the  risk  of  life  to  ioBS  and  bathe  with 
hiB  tears  die  foat  uf  thk  yery  bed  ; — ti^o  ladies 
fif  my  oaafi  can  (bear  witness  i;o  this.''  ^  Shafi 
I  say  more  ?  yes,  to  yea,  I  w31  ^say  it !  I 
iuDve  loved  him,  and  do  love  him  etiU  to  the 
T«ry  extremity  that  the  heart  of  woman  <saa 
love ;  this  he  never  knew,  never  ima^ned ;  my 
•eyes  weieaa  marble  towards  him,  at  die  time  that 
my  heart  was  ready  to  burst  with  grief— ^but  I 
was  queen  of  France  I** 

Anne  of  Austria  grasped  the  arm  of  Marie, 
and  passiimately  continued — ^^Can  you  com- 
plain after  that  vhich  I  have  now  told  yon, 
can  you  love  me,  and  yet  be  silent  T 

^^  Ah  I  Madame,  I  will  dare  to  confess  all  to 
you,  for  I  see  you  will  be  my  fnead.* 

'^  A  friend  ?  a  tender  friend  1  yon  may  have 
seen  that^  tho'  a  Queen,  I  am  but  a  weak 
womaa  by  mj  fears, — one  who  has  trusted 
a  secret  to  you   hitherto   unknown   by   any 
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living  aouL  I  am  a  woman  you  may  per- 
ceive by  that  Jo^e  which  has  suryived  hioi 
I  loved ;  speak  then  to  me  at  once,  without 
reserve  T 

^'1  owe  to  your  majesty  the  txmfession," 
•aid  Marie ;  ^  Monsieur  de  Cinq  Mars  and  I 
sre  muted  for  ever  I" 

^  For  «ver  I"  repeated  the  queen,  *'  cecal  those 
imrds,  or  your  raid^  nanie,  and  future  pros- 
pects ane  all  lost;  batve  yon  communicated 
tins   rashness  to  yonr   brother  the    Due  de 

R^thel,  and  to  all  your  noble  family  ?" 

''I  have  rdflected  and  made  up  my  mind 
four  years  ago, — ten  days  have  now  elapsed 
nnoe  we  were  married'T 

''Married I"  cried  the  queen,  striking  the 
palms  of  her  hands  violenily  together  I  '^have 
you  dared  to  do  this  without  ihe  sanction  of 
the  king?  this  is  a  plot  which  I  must  unravel, 
yon  have  been  entrapped  by  a  snare,  I  am  con- 
vinced of  it." 
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'^  Nothing  can  be  more  easily  explained  than 
the  cause  of  our  attachment ;  I  lived,  asj  your 
majesty  is  well  aware,  in  the  old  castle  at 
Chaumonty  with  the  Mar&hale  d'Efl5at»  1 
retired  there  to  mourn  for  my  father,  when 
shortly  afterwards  Cinq  Mars  had  the  same  sad 
duty  to  perform.  Among  this  numerous 
afflicted  family  I  perceived  griefs  which  mixed 
sadly  with  my  own ;  whenever  he  spoke  I  could 
only  observe  a  similarity  in  our  misfortunes. 
Being  earlier  initiated  in  distress  1  endeavoured 
to  console  him  by  the  narrative  of  my  suiFering« 
in  the  hope  that  as  I  commiserated,  he  would 
forget:  this  was  the  commencement  of  our  love 
which  has  grown  up  as  it  were  between  two 
tombs." 

^*  Heaven  grant  that  it  may  have  a  happy 
termination,"  ejaculated  the  queen. 

"  I  hope  so,"  continued  Marie,  '^  and  I  am 
grateful  to  you  for  that  wish  I''  News  arrived 
one  day  at  the  castle  that  the  cardinal  had 
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deeired  MoiiBieiir  de  Cinq  Mars  to  join  the 
army,  it  appeared  as  if  he  were  to  be  taken 
from  me  for  ever.  Monsieur  de  Bassom- 
pidrre  spoke  but  of  battles  and  death  so  that 
I  retired  to  my  chamber  to  weep  out  the 
night.  I  at  first  imagined  my  tears  were 
caused  by  what  had  passed,  but  I  soon 
found  that  they  were  shed  in  anxiety  for  the 
future  I 

^  Reproaches  'are  useless  I**  said  the  queen, 
they  are  cruel  since  the  evil  is  done:  Cinq 
Mars  is  brave»  high  spirited, — ^he  has  made  his 
way  well  at  court  during  the  last  two  years, 
and  I  now  perceive  my  dear  Marie  where  his 
ambition  pointed  I  he  is  worthy  of  you — yes  I 
he  is  worthy  of  you,  in  my  estimation  at  least, 
but  he  will  not  be  so  considered  by  Europe ; 
his  rank  in  life  must  be  raised.  The  Princess 
of  Mantua  should  not  be  married  to  any  one 
lower  in  degree  than  a  Prince ;  therefore.  Cinq 
Man  must  be  elevated  to  that    distinction. 
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Y«t  irfaat  can  I  d»?    I  have  iio<  power,  at 


qoeen  of  Frasoe.  I  am  bat  die  neglected 
mfe  of  a  weak  monarcb^-Be  one  bat  the 
Cardinaly  the  all-powerfal  cardinal  baa  awagr, 
and  perhapa  eyes?  this  riot. ^ 

Alas^I  70ur  m^esty^  it  is  the  commenos* 
ment  of  a^  war  betweeni  thein-'K>h  I  I  have 
idveady  seen  toe  onick 

Then  the  fate  of  Cinq  Mars  is  sekM-* 
PazdoBi  m&  017  dear  diild,  I  see  I  tear  your 
hnsBf ,  but  ail  aiust  be  said'-^all  mast  be  done 
byiti^morrO'W»'^-€an  your  haaband  oTecUmw 
this  wicked  miniator,  fiir,  believe  me,  tfae-kbg 
win  never  farBalce-hiai ;  fenee  con  only  eflect 

E»  will  effeoa  his  ovenduwir  niadame  if  ye« 
WiU  bat  assiaty  yoo;  are<  as)  the  goddeas  of 
Ftanoa  y  I  canjujte'  you  to  take  paat  aa  with  aai 
attgel  agaiost  0  demon,  it  ist  your  own  causey 
flint  of  y^ur  own  angnat  family^  that  indeed  of 
the^whoie  natiom 


It  10  tbe.  <»ufle  < 

tlMtt  I  will  fa?<Mir 

much^  but  Bucb  ai 

I  scale;  I  heard  his 

\  hy    voices  quite 

I  '*  Yet,  Madauii 

:  nothing  isknown,^ 

^^Ah,  Marie,  m 

state^    you   have 

leave  me  now  to  e 

the    time    arrivei 

^1  born    dreadfully, 

T  the  lei?8  oppressed 

^  So  sayiug  the 

^*  head  upon  the  pil 

goldeo  casket.     A 

from   fatigue — sh 

fitting  down  in  a] 

on  her  melancho] 

some  degree  by  ti 

protectress,    she 


96  OOUAT     OfTBIOUES. 

tovards  her  as  she  slept — kissing  from  time  to 
time  the  fiur  curb  of  the  queeni  until  over- 
powered by  a  heavy  sleep  herself. 
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CHAPTER   ' 


OONFirSION. 


I>ijBnia  this  same  morning,  w1 
^were  so  rife  in  Paris,  and  in  tl 
Graston  d'Orleans  and  those  oi 
usual  quiet  of  a  study  reigns 
mzed  room,  situate  in  a  larg 
neighbourhood  of  the  Palace 
light  firom  a  brass  gothio-shaiH 
the  oomiug  day  with  its  rays,  1 

F 
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dish  tint  apon  a  table  covered  with  books  and 
papers — this  lamp  also  serred  to  show,  although 
but  dimly,  the  bust  of  Montaigne,  and  those  of 
the  President  De  Thou,  the  historian,  and 
Louis  the  13th ;  a  large  fire  was  burning  in  an 
extensive  grate,  by  the  side  of  which  sat 
joun<]^  De  Thou,  already  risen  from  his  bed, 
studiously  examining  the  new  works  of  Des- 
cartes and  Grotius — the  whole  soul  of  the 
youthful  councillor  seemed  absorbed  with 
reading  and  in  meditation,  when  a  loud  noise  was 
heard  beneath  the  windows — he  thought  these 
cries  might  be  occasioned  by  the  house  b^ing 
on  fire,  and  he  hastened  to  examine  that  part 
of  the  building  occupied  by  his  mother  and 
sisters — all  appeared  undisturbed — the  chimneys 
not  even  emitting  the  slightest  smoke  io  inti- 
mate that  any  one  was  yet  stirring — looking 
from  another  window  he  observed  the  mob 
n! ready  mention  3d,  forcing  its  way  through  the 
narrow  streets  which  led  to  the  Quay — After 
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hiyiag  paused  to  consider  this  uncouth  mass — 
the  strange  appearance  of  the  women  and  the 
gross  masquerading  of  the   men,  he  said  to 
hioiself.    *^  This  surely  must  be  some  popular 
feast  r  re-seating  himself  by  the  fire,  he  re- 
ferred to  an  almanac — looked  for  the  month 
of  December,  and  there  found  on  the  4th  the 
name  of  "  Saint  Barbe;" —  he  now  remembered 
haying    seen     several     small    carriage    guns 
dragged  along,  and  being  perfectly  satisfied  that 
be  was  correct  in  his  idea,  he  endeavoured  to 
shake  off  the   interruption,  and  resume  his 
favorite  study. 

Suddenly  his  door  was  thrown  open  and  a 
man  announced  who  was  well  kno^n  to  all 
the  advocates  of  the  day. 

«'  Ah  I  ah  r  said  De  Thou,  "by  what  happy 

chance  do  I  behold  Monsieur  Fournier  at  five 

in   the  morning?    has  he    some    unfortunate 

client  to  defend  ?   a  family  to  support  by  the 

exercise  of  his  talents  ?  or  is  there  some  fault 

F   3 
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amongst  os  to  be  remedied?  eoam  virtnoiit 
feeling  to  be  awakened  within  «e  ?  for  these, 
my  dear  eir,  are  your  usual  employments;  or 
you  come  perhaps  to  commuaioate  some  farther 
humiliation  our  parliament  has  sustained !  Alas  I 
the  secret  chambers  of  the  arsenal  are  now 
more  powerful  than  the  ancient  l^islstuve  in 
the  days  of  Clevis — the  pflrlitunent  is  troddea 
down>  and  all  will  be  ruined  unkss  men  like 
yourself  stand  up  to  support  its  dignity/ 

^*  Indeed,  Monsienr  De  Thou,  I  do  not  de- 
serve these  oommendations,"  answered  the  ad* 
vocate,  as  he  came  into  the  apartment  aooom- 
panied  by  a  grave  gentleman  enveloped  like 
himself  in  a  huge  cloak  according  to  the  fash* 
ion  of  the  time*  '^  I  rather  look  to  you  for 
censure— I  feel  somewbat  inclined  towards  re- 
pentance,  as  does  Monsieur  le  Conte  du  Liude» 
whom  I  have  the  bonOT  to  introdnce**we 
are  come  1o  beg  of  you  an  asylum  for  the 
day.*' 
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^*Ab  aeylam!— and  againai  wkom?*  said 
De  TkoQi  as  he  offered  them  aeata. 

^  Agaost  tlie  veriest  acvin  of  Paris,  who 
wish  to  deot  na  as  their  ohiefa,  and  from  whom 
we  have  made  onr  eeeape.^ 

^  I\ih  I  it  18  odioas ;  the  sight,  the  smell, 
and  above  all  the  eomiag  i&  oontaet  with  sneh 
a  horrid  mob^*  said  Mosaieiir  do  Lode  with  a 
comic  gravitj,  ^  it  is  really  overpowering  I* 

''Overpowering!  ia it ?^ observed  De  Thou 
ia  much  aetoaishmeflty  bet  eodeavoaring  to 
oooeealit 

^  Yes,  it  ia  so  indeedy^added  Foaraier,  ^  and 
between  ooisehres,  Monsieur  de  Cbq  Mars 
goes  too  fine.* 

''  He  is  muoh  too  hasty/*  chimed  in  his  com** 
paaion,  ^  he  will  render  all  onr  plans  abor^ 
tive." 

**  Goes  he  too  far«  indeedT  said  De  Thou 
moungly,  stroking  his  chin,  and  still  in  ex- 
treme surprise. 
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It  wa8  three  months  since  Cinq  Mars  had 
seen  his  friend^  but  he,  knowing  him  to  be  in 
great  favor  at  Saint  Germain,  did  not  trouble 
himself  much  about  him,  and  was  quite  in  ig- 
norance  of  all  court  news — bnsied  in  abstruae 
studies,  he  never  knew  of  public  events  until 
they  had  long  passed,  and  he  very  often  amused 
his  friends  by  his  excessive  surprise  on  bdog 
told  circumstances  that  had  occurred  months 
before — ^but  with  all  this,  he  had  the  vanity  to 
wish  to  be  thought  well  acquainted  with  the 
events  of  the  day,  and  endeavoured  to  conceal 
the  surprise  which  would  now  and  then  burst 
out  in  spite  of  him ;  he  was  now  in  this  pre- 
dicament ;  but  he  would  not  let  them  imagine 
that  Cinq  Mars  had  not  confided  in  himi  and 
for  the  honor  of  his  friend,  he  determined  to 
appear  instructed  on  all  points. 

^*  You  know  exactly  our  present  position/ 
continued  Foumier. 
**  Oh ! .  yes,  yes,  pray  go  on."' 
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*'  Intimate  as  yoa  are  with  him,  you  most  be 
aware  that  everything  has  been  in  preparation 
for  the  last  twelve  months." 

"  Of  course — in  preparation — oh !  certainly, 
yes,  pray  continue.''  ' 

*'  And  you  must  agree  with  u6»  I  think, 
that  A[onsieur  de  Cinq  Mars  stands  in  his 
own  light.'* 

'*  Ah !  that  depends  on  circumstances ;  but 
pray  explain^  I  shall  then  be  able  to  judge." 

^^'  Well  then,  you  are  of  course  aware  of  the 
understanding  come  to  at  the  last  meeting — no 
doubt  he  told  you." 

"Aye,  oh  I  of  course  I  but  pardon  me — I 
recollect  the  main  facts  pretty  well  but— just 
— tell  me  again." 

*^  Nay,  that  is  wasting  time ;  you  cannot 
have  forgotten  what  Cinq  Mars  himself  recom- 
mended at  our  last  meeting  at  the  house  of 
Marion  de  Lorme." 

*'  You  know,**  added  Dn  Lude,  very  oppor- 
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tunely  for  De  Thou^  *'  not  to  allow  any  other 
peraon  whatever  to  be  added  to  oar  lisf 

'^  Ah  I  yoB — I  recoUect,"  said  De  Tboa 
knowing  nothing  at  all  of  the  matter,  "  quite 
right  1  quite  right  I" 

^^Wellthen,"  continued  Foumier,  '*  what  will 
you  think  when  I  tell  you  that  he  himsdf  ii 
the  first  to  infringe  on  this  determinationy  for 
besides  that  extraordinary  crowd  Gondi  bad 
assembled  and  brought  into  play,  there  was 
a  man  dressed  like  some  military  personage 
whom  no  one  knew,  and  who  during  the  whok 
night  was  using  his  sword  both  against  firiend 
and  foe,  I  beard  him  cry  out — 

*^ '  Now,  d'Aubijouz,  thou  hast  gained  me 
three  thousand  duoats — three  blows  for  that^ 
Now,  La  Chapelle,  I  shall  have  ten  drops  of 
Uood  for  my  ten  pistoles.' 

'^  And  then  he  attacked  cavaliers  of  both 
parties.  Now  this  will  never  do." 

^Andl,"  added  Du  Lude,  ^*  was  about  to 
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^e  him  my  opinion,  when  he  alank  away  like 
a  eaward^-we  none  of  us  know  hiodj  but  I 
haTe  no  doubt  Cinq  Mars  sent  hiod,  for  he  gave 
his  orders  to  Ambrosio,  that  Spanish  pri- 
soner, whom  yon  doubtless  know  Cinq  Mars 
has  taken  into  his  aervieei  For  my  part  I  am 
thbionghly  disgusted  with  the  whole  proceeding, 
and  I  beg  you  will  inform  Cinq  Mars  that  sueh 
is  my  ^^inion,  for  I  cannot  act  with  such  a 
low.  Ignorant  crowd." 

De  Thou,  who  still  understood  nothing  of 
what  was  saic^  answered  vaguely—- 

''  Ahl  yes>  I  will  take  care  to  execute  your 
comomdon ;  in  the  mean  time,  pray  make  my 
hotse  your  home ;  but  as  to  this  matter,  it  is 
difficult  to  offer  advice  at  present — I  don't  ex* 
aotly  see  my  way." 

Alt  this  moment  the  Abb^  Quillet  entered 
the  apartment  briskly, 

^*  Pardon  me,  dear  De  Thou,  if  I  interrupt 
yosff  studies,  but  a  word  in  your  ear— I  have 

f5 
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hardly  a  moment  to  stay,"  and  be  drew  him 
to  a  window  and  continued  in  a  whisper, 
^*  It  is  requi^te  that  I  should  give  you  formal 
notice  of  a  fact,  which  by  the  bye  I  have  not 
the  least  doubt  you  are  well  acqufunted 
with,  but  you  must  know  that  I  have  married 
them^  now  a  fortnight  since ;  but  of  course  he 
has  informed  you,  eh  P^ 

"  Oh  I  yes,  truly,"  uttered  poor  De  Thoa, 
falling  from  Charybdis  on  to  Scylla — ^from  one 
surprise  into  another. 

'^  But  I  must  seek  your  advice,  I  begin  to 
fear  I  have  been  too  precipitate ;  you  most 
explain  the  dangers  of  this  act  to  m&— I  fear 
.  much,  from  what  I  have  seen  and  heard  of  this 
morning's  affray,  that  he  will  sadly  conunit 
himself;  we  must  consult  together,  De  Thou.* 

^^  Keally,**  began  De  Thou  very  seriously, 
^'  I  know  nothing  of  what  you  are  saying;  who 
will  commit  himself?'* 

^«  Come,  come,  Monsieur  De  Thou,  no  my»- 
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teries  with  me.  What,  not  trust  me  ?  that 
\irould  be  too  ridiculouB,"  said  the  Abbe  much 
piqued. 

^^  I  assure  you  I  am  in  earnest,"  answered 
I>e  Thou,  *^  but  who  have  you  married  ?" 

'^  Again?'' interrupted  the  Abb^,  hischoler 
rising. 

"  Nay,  nay,  what  morning  affray  are  you 
speaking  of?''  asked  De  Thou  in  much  em- 
barrassment 

^*  This  is  toa  bad.  This  is  not  a  time  to 
jest.  Monsieur  de  ThoUi  I  leave  you,"  said  the 
Abbe  in  great  anger. 

'^  Indeed,  indeed,  I  do  not  jest — I  know 
nothing  of  all  this,  I  am  in  perfect  ignorance — 
do  you  mean  Cinq  Mars  ?^ 

^  At  last  then  your  perceptions  are  opening," 
answered  the  Abb£  contemptuously,  ^'but 
you  treat  me  not  so— why,  you  act  towards  me 
as  if  I  were  a  Cardinalist;  I  leave  you,  sir, 
when  you  can  find  time  to  be  serious  and  to 
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deal  frankly— I  will  punue  this  sabjed^  iSH 
•when  frrewell  I" 

The  choleric  little  Abb6  went  awayasquioUy 
aa  he  caine»  without  noticing  the  other  parties 
in  the  room^  or  liatening  to  any  explanation 
which  Pe  Thou  was  offering  as  th^  deaoended 
the  staircase ;  he  saw  the  Ahh6  depart  with 
iii9ch  concern,  and  called  after  him — 

^^  Adieu  till  to-moriqw,"  bat  he  reoeiyed  no 
answer,  and  the  carriage  drove  off. 

But  the  act  of  looking  into  the  street  in 
some  measure  opened  the  eyes  of  the  bewil- 
dered councillor,  for  he  there  saw  a  hideous 
group  of  the  dregs  of  the  people  who  were 
returning  from  the  Louvre ;  and  he  then  began 
to  turn  in  his  thoughts  all  he  had  heard  about 
the  morning  affiray,  and  he  came  to  an  appre- 
hension of  the  true  state  of  the  case  when  he 
heard  from  amongst  them  : — 

'*  Did  you  see  our  beloved  Que^n  ?  she  ap- 
peared at  the  balcony  notwithstanding.     Long 
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Uto  the  Duo  de  BoaiUoii— thej  saj  he  has  a 
hundred  thotaend  men^  who  are  coming  along 

the  Seine  in  rafb.  Brayo^  the  old  Cardinal  de  la 

Boehalle  ie  dead  at  kst^-Loiig  live  the  King. 

Long  live  Monsieur  de  Cinq  Mara  I" 
Theae  shoota  were  redoubled  and  the  crowd 

Todfented  loud  huzaahi^  at  the  arriYal  of  a  car- 
nage withfour  hosaesy  the  ieryanta  of  which  bore 
the  royal  liyery — ^it  stopped  at  the  dOor  of  the 
am»«ed  ooundUor.  He  knew  at  once  it  was 
the  equipage  of  Cinq  Mars^  and  Ambrosio 
deaoeaded  with  muoh  affeotitioa  and  opened 
the  laige  odrtaite  it  was  then  the  custom  for  all 
oarriages  to  have ;  the  people  congregated  on 
the  footway  and  steps  leading  to  the  door^  and 
it  was  with  difficulty  Cmq  Mar#  descended 
and  pushed  his  way  through  the  crowd  to  avoid 
the  ohastB  embreces  of  some  half  dozen  fish- 
women,  who  were  crying  out  with   savage 

7eU& 

^'  Jkhl    there  he  k^there  he  is  «» the 
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noble  youth;  how  handsome  he  looks  with 
his  kce  collar.  Isn't  he  moch  better  than  the 
old  grey  beard?  Come,  my  noble  gentleman, 
giye  us  some  more  of  the  wine  you  brought 
this  morning." 

Henri  d'Effiat  pressed  hb  friend's  hand  and 
they  hurried  in,  closing  the  gate  promptly. 

*^  This  popular  favor  is  a  cup  we  must  drink 
of,"  said  he  as  he  went  in. 

^'It  appears  tome  "answered De  Thou,  'Hhat 
you  are  draining  it  to  the  very  dregs.*' 

"  I  will  explain  all,  dear  De  Thou,"  answered 
Cinq  Mars  rather  embarrassedi  ^*  but  now,  if 
you  love  me,  dress  yourself  and  go  with  me 
to  the  Queen." 

"  I  have  hitherto  followed  you  blindly, 
Henri,"  said  the  young  councillor,  *^  but  I  can 
do  so  no  more—  in  good  faith  tell  me,  my 
dear—" 

*^  Once  more,  I  will  inform  you  of  all  on 
our  return  from  the  Queen ;  but  quick,  my 
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dear  friend,  it  is  near  ten  o'clock,  we  shall  be 
late-" 

*^  Well»  I  will  accdmpany  you  this  time,'' 
answered  I>e  Thou,  and  fae  introduced  him  to 
hia  study,  ip^liere  were  the  Count  du  Lude  and 
Foamier,  and  he  left  them  together  as  he  passed 
to  his  dreseixig  room  to  get  ready  in  all  haste. 
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CHAPTER  VL 


THB     TOILETTE. 


The  carriage  of  the  Master  of  the  Horse 
rolled  rapidly  towards  the  Louyre ;  closing 
the  curtains,  Cinq  Mars  took  his  friend  by  the 
hand  and  said: — 

'^  Dear  De  Thou,  my  heart  has  had  some 
very  weighty  secrets  to  bear^  yet  two  fears 
have  compelled  my  silence— yoor  danger—- «&d, 
shall  I  avow  it,  your  advice." 
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«c 


Yon  know  well  enoagh,"  sud  De  Thou, 
^^  l^t  I  despise  the  first,  bnt  I  faikcy  that  joa 
do  not  despise  the  other/' 

**  I  do  not  I  bat  I  dread  it  I  now  do  not 
intermpt  me,— do  not  speak  a  single  word,  I 
implore  jon,  until  yon  have  witnessed  and 
comprehended  all  that  is  aboot  to  take  place. 
I  will  retam  with  yoa  from  the  Looyre  and 
then  I  will  listen  to  yon — ^I  go  now  to  forward 
tnj  sobeme,  and  nothing  shall  stop  me ;  thus  I 
give  yoa  notice.  I  have  said  as  much  to  those 
gentlemen  whom  I  saw  ait  year  house  jast 


There  was  nothing  whatever  unkind  in  the 
bearing  of  Cinq  Mars  as  he  spoke,  his  voice 
was  mild,  his  look  was  friendly  and  affection- 
ate-—bis  air  was  tranquil — ^nothing  showed 
that  be  was  under  a  painful  self  control, 
De  Thou  observed  tbis^  and  he  groaned  in 
apirit. 

c'Alasr  uttered  he^  as  he  descended  the 
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steps  of  the  carriage,  and  followed  lus  friend 
up  the  grand  staircase  of  the  Loo?re. 

When  they  entered  the  apartments  of  the 
Queen,   after    being  formally  announced  by 
ushers  who  were  clad  in  bhick  garments,  and 
bore  ebony  wands — they  found  her  majesty 
seated  at  her  toilette ;  it  was  formed  by  a  table 
of  black   wood  inlaid   with  shella»  mother  of 
pearl,  and  brass ;  a  looking  glasa  (such  a  one 
as  would  in  these  times  be  considered  inngni- 
ficant)  stood  alone  in  the  centre  of  the  table, 
it  was  hung  vfith  jewellery ,  and  glittering  neck- 
laces.    Anne  of  Austria  sat  before  it  on  a  large 
chair,  covered  with  crimson  velvet  and  long 
gold  fringe ;  she  was  motionless  as  a  statue 
while  Dona  Stephana,  and  Madame  de  Motte- 
ville  added  some  additional  touches  with  a  comi 
to  complete  a  head  dress  intermingled  wit^ 
pearls  and  set  forth  in  the  extremity  of  fashion 
her  hair  appeared  as  delicate  as  silk  ;  the  day- 
light shone  full  on  the  countenance  of  the  Qaeet 
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08  it  added  to  her  fair  expression,  while  her  hand- 
some mouth  exhibited,  like  all  the  Princesses 
of  Austria,  that  protrusion  of  the  lower  lip, 
apparently  cracked,  which  caused  it  to  show 
like  a  ripe  cherry,  and  which  may  still  be  seen 
in  all  the  portraits  of  that  period :    for  the 
paioters  endeavoured  to  copy    the  mouth  of 
the  Queen  to  please  those  ladies  of  her  court, 
who  sat  to  them,  and  who  wished  to  be  thought 
to  resemble  her!      The  black  costume,  the 
arrangement  of  which  was  regulated  by  com- 
mand, formed  a  relief  to  the  ivory  whiteness  of 
her  arms,  bared  to  the  elbow,  and  ornamented 
with  a  profusion  of  lace  which  fell  like  long 
sleeves — ^large  pearls  were  also  suspended  from 
her  ears — they  reached  almost  to  the  waist — 
such  formed  the  toilette  of  the  Queen. 

At  her  feet,  upon  two  velvet  cushions,  a  boy 
about  four  years  of  age,  was  amusing  himself 
with  a  small  cannon  which  he  had  broken ;  this 
vraa  the  Dauphin,  afterwards  Louis  14th,  the 
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Dache80  of  Mantua  was  seated  upon  a  stool  on 
the  right,  the  Princess  de  Guimen^,  die 
Duchess  of  Cherreuse,  Mesdemoiselles  de  Mont- 
bazoui  De  Guise,  De  Rohan,  and  De  YendSsse, 
aD  handsome  and  in  the  pride  of  youtii,  were 
staUoned  behind,  or  about  her.  In  th^  windoir 
seatj  Monsieur  had  placed  himself  wid^  his 
hat  beneath  his  arm  while  conversing  in  a 
low  voice  with  a  tall  stout  oua  of  a  florid 
oountenanc9^this  was  the  Due  de  Bouillon. 
An  officer  of  about  twen^  five  years  of  age^  of 
a  slender  and  agreeable  figure  had  just  premi- 
ted  some  papers  to  the  Prince,  wldob  tbe 
Duke  was  eacplaining  to  hiou 

De  Thou,  having  saluted  the  Queen  wlio 
vouchsafed  a  few  kind  words  in  refdy,  ap> 
proached  the  Princess  de  Guifiien^  addressing 
her  in  a  low  tone  like  one  imimatdy  acquainted 
-—while  so  engaged  he  watched  every  move- 
ment of  Cinq  Mars,  wishing  thai  some  one 
more  experienced  than    himself  could  have 
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been  there  to  guide  aad  adviae  him*  It  seemed 
to  him  tbat  the  Ducbess  of  Mantcm  was  no 
stranger  to  the  plans  of  Cinq  Mars,  and  that- 
bar  dress  on  tbis  occasion  exhilnted  more  of 
wrietj  than  it  shoald  have  done ;  tbis  oaased 
Um  some  dissatisfaction. 

She  seemed  to  be  constantly  employed  in 
*naDging  the  curls  upon  her  forehead^  and 
iaterlaoing  them  with  the  rubies  which 
adorned  her  head  dress,  to  add  a^  much 
as  possible  to  her  lovely  appearance.  She 
oftentimes  cast  her  eyes  towards  Cinq  Mars, 
hut  it  seemed  more  in  coquetry  than  in  love, 
sad  often  likewise  ber  eyes  were  attracted 
to  the  looking  glass  which  reflected  both 
ber  figure  and  beauty.  These  obseryations 
of  the  counsellor  persuaded  him  that  he  had 
not  been  hasty  in  allowing  hb  suspicions  to 
fidl  upon  her,  the  more  especially  when  he 
perceiTed  that  she  ielt  pleasure  in  sitting  near 
the  Queen,  while  the  duchesses  were  placed  ai 
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Gaston  D'Orleans,  who  bad  been  somewbat 
dissatisfied  with  the  frigid  solemnity  of  the 
Queen,  came  at  once  and  seated  himself  on  her 
right,  and  he  remarked  in  a  negligent  manner 
uhile  playing  with  his  rufi^,  and  the  chain  of 
the  order  of  St.  John,  which  was  suspended 
round  his  neck,  ^'  I  think,  Madame,  that  we 
shall  fatigue  the  ears  of  so  young  a  person 
by  our  conference.  Marie  would  prefer  speak- 
ing of  balls  and  weddings,  rather  than  of  an 
Electorate,  or  a  king  of  Poland,  for  instance." 

Marie  cast  a  look  of  disdain  upon  Monsieur, 
and  Cinq  Mars  frowned. 

''  Pardon  me,"  answered  the  Queen,  who  had 
observed  what  passed,  ^*  I  assure  you  that  politics 
are  at  this  moment  very  interesting  to  all  parties.- 

^'  For  mercy's  sake  let  us  undergo  as  little 
equivocation  as  possible,  to  day,*'  added  she, 
smiling,  ''I  shall  keep  you  fast,  depend  upon  it. 
We  must  at  least  give  audience  to  Monsieur 
De  Bouillon." 
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This  General  aScer  now  approached  m 
company  with  the  yonng  noblemaa  already 
mentioned. 

^^  In  the  first  place  it  is  my  duty  to  present 
to  your  Majesty  the  Baron  de  Beauvan,  who 
is  jttst  arrived  from  Spain.'' 

^^From  Spain/'  answered  the  Qaeen,  with 
9ome  emotion,  *'that  is  news  worth  hearing, 
have  you  seen  my  family  ?" 

^  He  will  speak  to  you  of  them;  also,  let  me 

m 

present  the  Count  Duke  D'Olivares — this  is  a 
young  nobleman  whose  courage  is  not  for  the 
first  time  proved ;  you  are  aware  Madame,  that 
he  commanded  the  cuirassiers  of  the  Count  de 
Soissons. 

^^  How  ?  and  so  young  too  I  you  seem 
attached  to  these  political  wars^  Monsieur?" 

**  I  crave  your  Majesty's  pardon,  it  is  by  no 
means  so,"  answered  he,  *^  for  I  servo  with  the 
princes  of  the  peace." 

Anne  of  Austria  recollected  the  title  which 
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the  oonqoerors  of  la  Marfee  had  assutned,  she 

smiled.      The  Due  de  Bouillon,   taking  this 

advantage  to  open  the  great  object  he  had  in 

view 9  quitted  Cinq  Mars^  with  whom  he  had 

been  exchanging  salutationsy  and  approached 

the  Queen,  Cinq  Mars  closely  following. 

^^It  is  wonderfoly  Madame,"  said  he,  *^  that 
at  this  very  moment  soch  characters  as  these 
should  have  come  forward, '' — he  pointed 
to  the  master  of  the  horse,  to  the  young  Baron 
de  Beauvau,  and  De  Thou,  *'  it  is  from  such 
men  as  these  that  we  may  for  ever  cherish 
hope,  for  the  great  leveller  has  swept  France 
with  a  long  and  sharp  scythe.*' 

^*  Is  it  Time  you  allude  to,  or  a  real  person- 
age ?**  enquired  the  Queen,  smilingly. 

^Only  too  real,  too  long  lived,  too  long  living," 
contiDued  the  Due  de  Bouillon,  with  considerable 
animation,  ''this  unbounded  ambition,  this  colos- 
sal selfishness  can  be  submitted  to  no  longer.  All 
that  can  constitute  a  noble  heart  spurns  at  the 
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jok^--TOiir  mififortimea  lure  at  tbia  Texy  hour 
vmxe  pramneot  tbw  ever.  Madiame,  it  fao)' 
not  be  ooBcefdod  that  these  are  no  times  for 
heMtaticA.  The  ittneaa  of  the  KiiOg  i«  oao>t 
alarqduig^  we  most  at  onoe  consolt  aod  deter- 
mine,  beoanae  the  moment  has  arriyed  when 
we  must  apt." 

The  sharp  and  sovnewhat  brusqiie  loaimer 
of  Mooaiear  de  ]3ouUloa  did  not  sorpriae  Aoim 
of  Austriajyet  she  was  aomewhat  exoited  bj 
hia  vianner,  beoanee  ebe  had  generally  obeerved 
hiQi  more  calm.  Laying  aaide  the  pleasant  tooa 
abe  had  felt  inoUned  to  eaanme^  she  aa^l, 

"  Well^  what  do  yon  fear,  and  what  would 
yoo  adyise  ?'' 

"  I  fei^r  nothing  for  myself,  Madnme,  for  the 
armies  of  Italy  and  Sedan  will  always  afford  me 
shelter,  bnt  I  do  fear  fbr  you  and  a)ao  for  your 
aoos  the  Prinoe&*' 

''  For  the  Princes,  Monsieur  le  Doc  I  for  the 
sons  of  France  I  Brothev,  do  yoa  hear  this? 
do  you  hear  it  and  not  appear  astonishedP' 
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*'Ko,  Madame,  replied  Oaston  D'Orleand 
with  the  greatest  coolnesa,  ^' joa  know  that  I 
am  aocoBtomed  to  all  these  sorts  of  persecatioas* 
I  cqpeet  every  thing  that  the  man  in  power 
can  do;  he  is  the  mastsri  we  most  be  reogned.'* 
*' He  is  the  master,'*  replied  the  Qaeen, 
^  but  to  whom  is  he  indebted  for  the  power 
he  holds,  if  it  be  not  to  the  Eling?  besides  the 
King,  who  will  support  him  ?  who  prevents  his 
bring  rendered  powerless.  Is  it  either  yoo  or 
me?** 

*^  It  is  he  himself,"  interrapted  Mon- 
aenr  de  Bouillon,  '*  for  he  would  be 
proclaimed  Begent,  and  I  know  that  yoor 
enemy  is  at  this  moment  considering  the  best 
oiethod  to  deprive  yon  of  your  children,  by 
demanding  of  the  King  that  they  shall  be 
placed  under  bis  controuL" 

'^  Take  them  from  me,"  cried  the  Queen,  as 
B^e  seized  the  Dauphin  convulsively,  and 
clasped  him  in  her  arms. 

Q  3 
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'    The  child,  who  was  standing  close  by  the 
Qoeen,  looked  at  the  men  who  surrounded  him 
with  a  singular  gravity,  considering  his  youth, 
and  perceiving  that  his  mother  was  sheddbg 
tears,  laid  his  hand  upon  his  little  sword. 
.    ^'  Ah,  my  prince,"  said  the  Due  de  Bouillon, 
as  he  stooped  to  communicate  what  he  wishc'^ 
to' say  to  the  Queen,  '^  it  is  not  against  us  yo 
should  draw  your  sword,  but  against  him  wh« 
would  root   up  your  throne;   there  is  gres 
power  in  store  for  you,  without  doubt ;  ai 
absolute  sceptre  awaits  you ;  but  the  pillars  o 
its   support  have  been   broken,  these   pillar, 
were  your  nobility  who  have  been  decimated! 
When  you  become  king  you  will  be  a  great 
Sovereign.       I    can    foresee    that    you    will 
possess  subjects,  but  you  will  have  no  friend«, 
for  friendship    can    only  be   where  there  is 
independence,  and    that    kind     of    equality 
which    emanates    but    from    strength;    your 
ancestors  had  their  Peers,  you  will  have  none! 
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iDMj  heaven  ever  protect  you,  my  pritico,  for 
man  cannot,  when  their  rights  have  been 
wrested  from  them.  Be  great,  but  above  all 
let  me  pray  that  others  may  be  also  great,  for 
I  can  foresee  if  one  should  fail  and  be  wanting 
in  firmness  among  your  successors,  the  mon* 
archy  will  crumble  into  dust. 

The  Due  de  Bouillon  possessed  a  boldness 
and    warmth  of  ezpressioD,  which  generally 
captivated  those  who  listened    to    him ;    his 
-valor,  his  skill  in  the  art  of  war,  the  depth  of 
his  political  views,  his  profound  knowledge  of 
the    affiiirs  of  Europe,   his  reflective  and  de- 
<aded  character,  rendered  him  in  every  sense 
one  of  the  most  capable  and   influential  men 
of  his  time,  and  the  only  one  absolutely  feared 
hj  the    Cardinal  Due.     The  Queen  always 
placed  the  utmost  confidence  in  his  advice,  and 
felt  that  h3  swayed  a  sort   of  empire  over 
her  judgment — at  this  moment  she  was  more 
esEcited  than  ever. 
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^  Ah  I  please  Heaven,"  sud  she,  *'  that  my 
Bon  may  have  a  soul  open  to  your  advice,  and 
an  ann  strong  enough  to  turn  it  to  his  advan- 
tage—as far  as  that  will  go,  perhaps  I  can  un- 
dertake, I  will  act  for  him,  it  is  I  who  ought 
to  be,  it  is  I  who  mtut  be  regewt ;   I  will  never 
abandon  my  right  but  with  my  life.     If  war 
most  be  deelared,  why  let  us  declare  it,  for  I 
will  undergo  anything  rather  than  the  shame 
and  fear  of  rendering  up  the  future  sovereign 
to  this  all  but  crowned  subject      Yes,"  con- 
tinued  she    with    much    energy,    while   she 
strained  the  young  Dauphin  in  her  arms,  ^  yes, 
brother,  and  gentlemen,  advise  with  me,  what 
is  to  be  done  ?    If  it  be  necessary  that  I  should 
be  absent,  tell  me  candidly :  as  a  woman,  as  a 
wife  I  may  weep,  for  my  position  is  truly 
miserable:    but  as  a  mother  I  will  not  pTs 
way,  I  am  ready  to  issue  orders  to  you  imme- 
diately, if  in  your  judgment,  the  proper  time 
is  come." 
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Never  hitd  Anne  of  Auttria  looked  to  beau^ 
tifnl  as  at  this  moment ;  her  enthusiasm  eleo 
Crified  her  friends^  who  seemed  to  wait  but 
one  word  more  fh>m  her  to  express  tbeiY  sen^ 
timents.  The  Doc  de  Bouillon  east  a  sear6h^ 
ing  glance  on  Monsieur  which  compelled  him 
to  speak. 

"  Bj  xny  faith,"  said  Oaston  d*Otleatm  in 
a  slow  and  measored  tone,  ^'  if  yoa  issue 
yonr  commands,  my  dear  sister,  I  will  become 
the  Oaptain  of  yoor  Quard,  upon  my  honor  ; 
for  I  am  fatigued  with  the  torments  which  this 
wretch  forces  on  me ;  he  dares  to  prevent  my 
marriage,  confines  my  friends  in  the  Bastile, 
and  at  his  pleasure  has  them  assassinated ;  in 
other  matters  likewise  I  am  disgusted/'  con^ 
tinaed  he  lowering  his  eyes  and  assuming  a  very 
solemn  countenance,  *  yes,  I  am  disgusted  at 
the  sufferings  of  the  people." 

'^  Brother,"  answered  the  Queen  quickly, 
^  I  take  you  at  your  w^rd^  for  that  is  the 
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only  way  in  which  I  can  deal  with  you;  I  hope 
that  we  shall  find  oarselvea  strong  enough ; 
follow  the  example  of  Monsieur  the  Count  de 
Soissons,  but  live  to  boast  of  your  victory- 
take  part  with  me^  as  yoa  did  with  Monsieor 
de  Montmorencyi  but  mind  you  leap  the 
ditch." 

Gaston  felt  this  satirical  observation,  he  re- 
membered the  well  known  fact  when  the  un- 
fortunate rebel  at  Castelmandary  leaped  over 
a  wide  ditch  almost  alone,  and  found  for  him- 
self on  the  other  side,  seventeen  wounds,  a 
prison  and  death,  in  sight  of  his  sworn  friend 
Monsieur,  who  remained  as  immoveable  as  his 
army.  From  the  Queen's  manner  of  speaking,  he 
could  not  exactly  understand  whether  the 
words  were  uttered  as  an  insult  or  not,  but  at 
any  rate  he  took  no  notice  of  them,  the  Queen 
continued,  while  fixing  her  looks  on  Cinq  Mars, 

*'  But  above  all,  let  there  be  no  panic,  let  us 
all  be  perfectly  acquainted  with  that  which  we 
are  about  to  do  ;  Monsieur  Le  Grand,  you  last 
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nw.  the  Eiog,  haye  we  any  groand  for  these 
feaw?" 

.  D'Efliat  had  not  ceaeed  for  a  moment  to 
obaerre  Marie  de  Mantna,  whose  ezpreasive 
ooontenance  communicated  her  thoughts  more, 
npidly,  and  more  surely  than  words ;  he  longed 
to  hear  her  speak  that  she  might  at  once  decide 
the  Prince  and  the  Queen ;  hts  impaticince  got 
the  better  of  his  prudence,  stamping  his  foot  he 
At  once  decided  to  proclaim  boldly  how  the 
whole  conspiracy  was  to  be  begun  and  carried 
through;  his  countenance  became  pale  and 
thoughtful,  he  hesitated  for  a  moment  because  he 
felt  that  his  fate  was  now  about  to  be  decided. 
De  Thou  observed  him  and  shuddered,  for 
he  was  acquainted  with  the  character  of  his 
friend^  he  wished  to  have  said  one  word,  only 
one  word,  but  Cinq  Mars  had  already  raised 
his  head  and  spoke  thus, 

*^  I  do  not  believe,   Madame^  that  the  King 
is  80  ill  as  report  has  given  out.      May  Heavep 
G  5 
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preeenre  his  Majestj  for  many  years  to  iis-*-I 

doubt  it  not,  nay  I  am  aatared  of  it     He 

suffers  it  is  true,  he  suffers  much,  but  it  is  the 

mind  which  is  deoeased,  it  is  an  incurable 

malady,  a  malady  indeed  which  no  one  cooU 

wish  his  greatest  enemy  to  be  afflicted  wiAi 

and  if  known,  would  excite  the  pity  of  tlie 

whole  world.      These    misfortunes    can  bat 

terminate  with  his  life,  and  long  indeed  may  he 

haTC  to  endure  them.    He  suffisrs  from  a  moral 

weakness,  there  exists  a  great  conflict  in  hia 

mind  I  he  wishes  to  do  that  which  he  will  ncTsr 

be  able  to  accomplish,  he  has  wished  to  display 

his  hatred  towards  a  man  whom  he  yet  fimciee 

entitled  to  his  gratitude,  the  internal  conflict 

between  his  sensibility  and  just  anger  preys  on 

his  vitals  I     Each  succeeding  year  he  plases 

before  himsrif  the  labours  and  crimes  of  tbii 

man,  the  latter  stand  prominent  one  day,  tke 

King  would  then  punish,  but   suddenly  hs 

relinquishes  the  idea  and  sheds  tctfs.     If  yes 
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coqU  potsiblj  witaeit  his  emotiaiii^  Madame^ 
tbey  would  extort  your  pity.  I  IiaTe  ieea  tb« 
King  aeixe  a  pen  to  sign  tn  order  for  his  eidle, 
he  has  struck  the  pea  forcibly  into  the  inkstand 
snd  then  used  it~for  what  ?  to  write  a  letter 
of  compliments  and  congratulationa  While 
he  praieea  himself  for  possessing  a  dizistian 
spirit  he  carses  himself  as  King — he  despises 
himself  for  the  want  of  that  energy  he  ought 
to  possess ;  he  seeks  consolation  in  prayer  and 
•eems  absorbed  in  meditation  on  the  future, 
bnt  he  rises  in  alarm  because  no  one  is  better 
aware  than  himself  that  the  minister  ought  to 
be  effectually  humbled.  He  at  this  very  mo- 
ment accuses  himself  of  a  most  culpable  weak- 
aeBs,  and  cries  out  that  he  deserves  punishment 
because  he  has  not  resolution  to  inflict  it  where 
it  ha0  been  so  ricUy  merited ;  this  feeling  it  is 
Mud  haunts  him  in  his  dreams,  he  appears  to 
strike  the  blow  while  sleeping.  In  fact.  Ma- 
d%mey   the  terrific  storm  which  rages  in  hu 
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browt  oonrames  hinii  without  the  pombiUty 
of  its  finding  Tent.** 

^*  Well,  and  how  to  burst  this  bubble? '  cried 
Monsieur  de  Bouillon. 

^^  Whosoever  interferes  ^  ill  meet  his  death  P 
said  Monsieur. 

*^Be    that    my  task    then,"    replied  Cioq 
Mars. 

^*It  shall  be  ours,"  ^hisi^red  De  Thou  in 


The  young  Beauvau  approached  the  Due  de 
Bouillon. 

*^  Monsieur  le  Due,"  said  he,  **  have  yoa 
forgotten  what  is  yet  unsaid  ?" 

^*  By  no  means,  I  have  not  forgotten  it," 
answered  the  Duke  in  a  low  voice,  then  ad- 
dressing the  Queen : — 

*^  Accept,  Madame,  the  offer  of  Monsieur  le 
Grand,  he  has  more  influence  with  the  King 
than  either  you  or  any  of  us ;  but  be  prepared 
for  everything,  for  the  Cardinal  will  not  be 


COT7RT    INTBiaUEa  133 

idle.      I    believe  nothing  as  to  his  illness,  I 
pla(»  no  reliance  npon  his  silence  and  want  of 
energy  by  which  he  has  imposed  on  so  many 
for    tbe   last  two  years — I  wonld  not  believe 
that  he  were  dead  unless  I  had  seen  his  head  in 
the  sea  like  that  of  the  Giant  of  Ariosto !  Let 
na   now  expedite  our  affairs,  I  will  immediately 
explain     our  plans  to  Monsieur — merely    an 
abridgment  of  them.      I  offer   Sedan  to  yon, 
MadanaCy  and  your  illustrious    children — the 
army  of   Italy  obeys  but  me,  they  shall  ad- 
vance if  necessary.     The  Master  of  the  Horse 
can   command   half   the  camp  at  Perpignan, 
all  the  old  huguenots   of  La  Bochelle  and  of 
the  south  are  ready  to  come  forth  at  the  slight- 
est signal — all  has  been  organized  for  more  than 
a  year  under  my  direction  in  case  of  events 
transpiring  to  justify  our  active  interference.** 

*<  I  will  not  hesitate/*  said  the  Queeo^  ^^  to 
place  myself  in  your  hands  for  the  sake  of  my 
children^  should  any  mischief  befall  the  King^ 
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but  in  this  geoend  pkn  you  sppwr  to  \an 
fotgotten  Pari&^* 

The  whole  oity  skies  with  us,  as  well  as  the 
pqBulacOi  through  the  Arehbishop  and  Monsievr 
de  Beaufort  who  is  as  their  Kings  the  troops  of 
jour  guard  and  those  of  Monsieur,  who  hinndf 
shall  assume  the  command  of  the  whole  if  he 
thinks  proper." 

^*  Me?  meP  ohi  no— that  cannot  posriUy 
be,  I  have  not  men  enough,  and  I  should  re- 
quire a  stronger  place  to  retire  to  than  Sedao," 
said  Gktfton  hastily. 

**  The  Queen  thinks  it  sufficiently  stroog  far 
her,**  replied  the  Due  de  Bouillon. 

^  That  is  very  likely,  but  my  sister  does  not 
run  an  equal  risk  with  a  man  who  draws  a 
sword  $  you  well  know  he  must  be  bold  indeed 
who  will  do  that.** 

^  What,  when  we  have  the  Elng  on  our 
r  said  Anne  of  Avstria. 

^  Yes^  Madame,  yes;  but  who  can tellhow long 
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that  BUkj  hst,  it  k  best  to  keep  oa  the  safe 
idty  and  I  will  not  eonunit  myseir  without  the 
treaty  with  Spun." 

^'  Do  nothing  then,  for  I  feel  certain  that  I 
shall  never  find  you  ednoere. 

''Ah I  Madame,  he  perhaps  ia  too  wise; 
MoDsienr  no  doubt  ia  right,"  said  the  Duo  de 
BooiUon,  ^*  for  the  Count  Duke  de  St  Lucar 
offers  OB  seyenteen  thousand  of  his  best  troops, 
and  five  hundred  thousand  crowns  down." 

'*  What  r  cried  the  Queen  in  astonishment, 
**  have  matters  been  pushed  thus  far  without 
my  knowledge,  have  you  already  formed  a 
treaty  with  the  foreigner  ?" 

'^  A  foreigner  I  my  sister  I  is  it  posrible  to 
tma^no  that  a  princess  of  Spain  could  have 
ottered  such  a  word  ?^ 

Anne  of  Austria  rose  while  taking  the  Dau- 
phin by  the  hand,  and  leaning  on  Marie^- 

*^  Yes>  Monsieur,"  said  she,  <^I  am  a  Spani- 
Sird,  I  am  also  grand-daughter  to  Charles  tibe 
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Fifths  but  I  cannot  foiget  that  the  ooontiy  of 
a  Qaeen  is  that  of  her  throne.    I  leave  yon,  ^ 

gentlemen,  proceed  without  me,  from  hence-         | 
forth  I  know  nothing  of  these  matters."  J 

The  Qaeen  was  about  to  quit  the  room»  bat 

■ 

obsenring  Marie  who  was  trembling  and  shed- 
ding tears  she  returned. 

^*  I  here  solemnly  promise  an  inviolable  se- 
crecy," added  shci  '*  but  nothing  beyond 
thaf 

All  felt  disconcerted  with  the  exception  of 
the  Due  de  Bouillon  who  not  willing  to  xeUn- 
quish  the  advantages  he  had  gained,  said,  while 
he  bowed  with  respect, 

*^  We  are  thankful  for  this  promise,  Madame, 
and  require  no  more,  being  sure  that  after  our 
success  you  will  take  part  with  us." 

Not  feeling  inclined  to  become  entangled  in 
a  wordy  war,  the  Queen  retired  with  her  chiN 
dren,  bowing,  some  what  ooldly,  accompanied  by 
J&Caricb  whp  cast  a  gUnoe  towards  Cinq  Man 


r 
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which  awakened  every  emotion  of  his  soul-*-he 
/ancied  that  he  could  read  in  her  eyea  an 
eternal  devotion  under  all  difficulties,  and  he 
felt  that  should  he  now  abandon  his  enterprise 
he  woold  deservedly  be  placed  among  the 
basest  of  men— as  soon  as  the  Princesses  were 
oat  of  sight : — 

^'  There,  there,  there,  I  told  you  so,  De 
fiouillon,  you  have  offended  the  Queen,**  said 
Monsieur,  '*  you  have  gone  too  far  with  her. 
You  will  not  accuse  me  of  weakness  this  morn- 
ing, I  have  shewn  on  the  contrary  more  reso* 
Intion  than  I  ought  to  have  done/' 

"  1  am  replete  with  joy  and  thankfulness  to 
her  Majesty,"  replied  the  Duke  with  an  air  of 
triumph,  *'  for  now  we  can  rely  upon  you 
for  the  future.  W'hat  do  you  intend  to  do,  Mon- 
sieur de  Cinq  Mars  ?" 

^*  I  have  already  told  you.  Monsieur,  I  will 
never  retract  whatever  may  happen,  I  will  see 
the  King — I  will  expose  myself  to  every 
danger  to  obtain  his  orders  to  act." 
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^  And  the  Spuiiah  treaty  f 

«  Yea,  I—* 

De  Them  aeizied  Cinq  Mare  by  the  arai»  thus 
nstraining  him;  the  connaellot  atepped  foN 
ward  and  said  in  a  solemn  tene:—- 

^^  We  have  decided  that  this  treaty  shall  not 
be  signed  until  after  the  intenrieir  with  the 
King,  because,  if  the  just  anger  of  his  Majesty 
against  the  Cardinal  will  permit  tts  to  diflpeose 
with  it,  we  think  it  will  be  better  not  to  aUow 
so  dangerous  a  document  the  chance  of  beiag 
discovered/ 

The  Duke  de  Bouillon  seemed  dbpleased. 

^^  If  I  had  not  known  Monsieur  de  Thou," 
said  he,  ^^  I  should  &ncy  this  to  be  an  evatton— 
but—" 

^'  Monsieur  le  Due,**  replied  the  counsellor, 
^' I  have  pledged  my  honor  to  act  in  oonjunotioo 
with  Monsieur  le  Orand,  we  are  insepar- 
able.*' 

Cinq  Mare  turned  towards  his  fifiend  and  fett 
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raiprind  to  see  in  his  soft,  ezprearive  ooonteiH 
anoe  a  look  of  deep  despair,  he  was  so  aston* 
iahed  that  be  possessed  not  the  power  to  eon* 
tndicthim. 

**  De  Thou  is  right  gentlemen^**  he  said  while 
smiling  coldly,  **  the  King  may  save  us  much 
tiooble^  I  have  some  interest  with  him ;  as  for 
the  rest,  Mansieor,  and  you  Monsieur  le  DqCi'* 
added  he  with  the  most  unshaken  firmness, 
''neyer  imagine  that  I  will  recede,  I  hate 
hitherto  surmounted  all  oppositioQ  and  now  I 
must  go  forward,  the  powcor  of  the  Cardinal 
must  fall,  or  I  shall  lose  my  head." 

^^  How  eztraorcEnary,  how  very  extraor- 
dinary,^ exclaimed  Monsieur,  "  I  now  b^n  to 
perceive  that  every  one  here  is  much  more 
deeply  implicated  in  this  conspiracy  than  I 
coold  posnbly  have  imagined." 

<'  By  no  means,  Monsienr,"  replied  the  Doc 
de  BouiUon^  ^*  we  have  prepared  nothing  be- 
ybod  that  which  would  be  acceptable  to  you, 
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pray  remember  that  nothing  has  been  written, 
and  you  have  but  to  say  whether  it  shall 
prove  effective  or  no,  according  to  yonr  or- 
ders it  shall  be  either  as  a  dream  or  as  a  vol- 
cano." 

**  Well,  well,  I  am  content  that  it  should  be 
so^"  said  Gaston,  ^^  but  let  us  change  the  coo- 
Yersation  to  something  more  pleasaot  Heaven 
knows  that  we  have  but  little  time  to  spare, 
I  wish  from  my  soul  that  it  was  all  over — I 
never  was  bom  to  sustain  violent  emotions — 
they  always  affect  my  health,**  added  he 
taking  the  arm  of  Monsieur  de  Beauvau,  ^'  tell 
me,  young  man,  are  the  Spaniards  generally 
handsome?  you  are  considered  a  first  rate 
beau  among  the  ladies,  and  are  spoken  of  every 
where.** 

Oaston  D*Orleans  persevered  in  this  sort  of 
absurd  conversation  for  nearly  half  an  hour  to 
the  great  disgust  of  the  man  who  felt  com- 
pelled to  join  in  and  to  endure  it,  he  looked 


^ 

r 

■ 

I 
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with  aBtomehiDent  at  the  Duo  de  Bouillon,  as 
if  to  enquire  whether  this  could  possibly  be 
the  person  whom  they  were  about  to  place  at 
the  head  of  the  most  audacious  conspiracy 
known  for  ages. 

During  the  unmeaning  chattering  of  Mon- 
siear,  who  evidently  wished  to  avoid  a  renewal 
of  the  subject  of  the  terrible  Spanish  treaty, 
Cinq  Mars  was  hurried  away  by  De  Thou, 
and  the  two  friends  effected  their  retreat  with* 
out  Monsieur  being  at  all  aware  that  they  had 
done  so* 
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Db  Thou  was  now  at  home  with  bia  friend, 
the  doors  of  his  apartment  were  oloeed  with 
care^  an  order  given  to  be  denied  to  every  one, 
and  an  excuse  sent  to  the  two  refugees  in  case 
they  should  depart  without  again  seeing  him — 
the  two  friends  had  not  as  yet  addressed  one 
word  in  particular  to  each  other. 
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'  The  CoanaeUmr  ledined  in  hk  una  oktar, 
absorbed  in  deep  thought,  Cinq  Mars  Mated 
within  the  lai^  cbiiiineyy  awaited  the  tenni«> 
ktioB  of  his  friend's  reverie  in  sadness  and 
(lenee,  when  De  Thou  fixing  a  keen  glanee 
him,  and  folding  his  arms  said  in  a  low  and 
mdaneholj  tone — 

^^  la  this  then  the  point  at  which  you  are 
arrived?  these  then  are  the  consequences  of 
your  accursed  ambition, — you  are  about  to 
cause  the  exile — nay  perhaps  the  death  of  one 
mauy  and  introduce  a  foreign  army  into  your 
country — you  are  about  to  become  both  traitor 
and  assassin  I  How  in  heaven's  name,  have 
yon  arrived  at  this  fearful  point,  by  what 
at^M  have  you  descended  so  low  Y" 

*^  No  one  but  yourself  would  have  dared  to 

question  me  thue,"  answered  Cinq  Mars,  ooldly, 

**  but  I  know  you  well,  and  seek  this  expla^ 

nation — this  day  will  I  open  to  your  view,  the 

seeret  recesses  of  my  soul ;  another  thought 
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once  occupied  my  mind — a  better  one  perhapo, 
and  one  more  worthy  of  our  friendship— -eacred 
friendship — which  is  the  second  greatest  bles- 
sing accorded  to  us  on  Earth  T  he  raised  his 
eyes  to  heaven  as  he  spoke,  as  if  to  invoke 
that  divinity  I  ^*  yes,  'twould  have  been  better 
to  have  kept  silence,  tho'  a  painful  task,  and 
hitherto  I  have  succeeded  I  and  I  would  have 
conducted  all  without  your  knowledge,  and 
have  divulged  my  secret  only  to  show  you  the 
work  complete  I  I  would  have  kept  yon  far 
from  the  circle  of  danger  which  environs  me, 
but,  shall  I  acknowledge  my  weakness?  I 
feared  to  die  without  your  approbation.  I 
can  support  the  maledictions  of  the  world,  bat 
not  your  displeasure  I  this  motive  has  decided 
me  to  divulge  the  secret  of  my  soul." 

*'  And  without  this,  then,  yon  would  have 
had  sufficient  determination  to  conceal  your 
thoughts  from  me  ?  Ah,  Henri,  what  have  I 
done  that  you  should  be  so  tender  of  my  re- 
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nminiiig  days?  what  fault  have  I  oommitfed 
that  I  should  be  forced  to  live  on^  if  you  are 
called  to  die  ?  you  have  been  enabled  to  deceive 
me  for  two  years — ^you  have  only  presented  to 
me  the  sunny  side  of  your  life  I  yon  have 
ever  visited  me  with  a  smiling  countenance, 
and  each  time  distinguished  by  some  new 
favor— this,  Henri,  was  either  an  act  of  great 
iojastice,  or  of  great  determination  T 

"  Nay — give  me  credit  only,  for  what  you 
yourself  observed  I  Tis  true  I  have  deceived 
you  I  but  that  deception  gave  me  the  only  iota 
of  peace,  I  have  ever  yet  enjoyed  I  Forgive 
me,  for  having  thus  stolen  a  few  moments  from 
my  bitter  fate  I  I  was  happy  in  the  idea  that 
you  thought  me  happy  I  I  have  added  to 
yours  by  this  dream,  but  I  feel  my  complete 
wretchedness  this  day,  in  destroying  the  illu- 
sion^ and  showing  myself  to  you  as  I  ami 
Listen  then  to  my  words — I  will  not  detain 
you  long — the  story  of  an  impassioned  heart 

VOL  II.  ]? 
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jB  Bever  of  great  duratioo  t  oooe,  I  well  remeni'* 
ber,  in  ray  tent,  where  I  lay  wounded,  my 
secret  was  nigh  escapi&g — it  would  have  been 
|i  blessing  to  me  perhaps,  had  it  so — but  De 
Thou,  of  what  use  would  have  been  your 
advice?  I  eould  not  have  followed  it,  lor,  in 
abort,  my  friend,  'tia  Marie  de  Gonzague,  to 
whom  I  have  dared  to  raise  my  hopes  and 
offer  the  devotion  of  my  heart  r' 

*^  What?  the  prinoess  who  is  designed  to  be 
the  future  queen  of  Poland?" 

**  If  ever  sHe  be  queen,  it  eannot  be  till  I  am 
dead  \  For  her  sake,  I  became  a  eourtier — for 
her  sake  I  have  almost  held  the  destinies  oi 
France  within  my  grasp-^it  is  for  her»  I  ani 
gbout  to  risk,  and  perhaps  lay  down  my 
very  life  1" 

^* Die?  Bisk ?  at  a  moment  uhen  I  thought 
you  triumphant,  when  I  shed  tears  of  sadness 
on  your  victory  I^ 

**Ah  I    De  Tbooy  how  little  do  you  know 
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me,  if  you  think  I  can  be  doped  by  fortune's 
wretched  8mile  I  if  you  think  I  haye  not 
foreseen  the  very  termination  of  my  fate! 
I  wrestle  against  it,  but  well  I  know  it  is  more 
powerful  than  I ;  and  that  I  have  undertaken 
a  task  beyond  human  strength  to  conquer  I 
I  shall  SiM—I  know  it  I  and  I  foresee  my 
doomP 

^'But  why  not  then  recede?  ef  what  use  is 
the  mind,  in  worldly  matters,  if  not  to  guide 
us?" 

^^  Ah  I  my  friend — ^in  my  case  it  is  of  no  use, 
unless  indeed  to  make  me  acquainted  with  the 
cause  of  my  misfortune — to  know  that  I  shall 
fall  the  very  day  predicted !  I  cannot  now  recedci 
with  such  an  enemy  as  Bichelieu,  I  must  con- 
quer or  perish  To-morrow  I  make  my  latest 
effort — to-morrow  the  last  blow  will  be  struck ! 
have  I  not,  even  in  your  presence,  just  pledged 
myself  to  that  act  T 

'^  You  have  indeed  I  but  hear  me,  my  friend. 
It  is  this  act  that  I  would  have  you  negative, 
H  3 
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what  confideDce  have  you  in  those  with  wbom 
you  have  exposed  your  life? .  Have  you  not 
read  their  secret  thoughts  ?" 

"  I  know  them  well  I  1  saw  their  fears 
through  their  assumed  anger  I  I  know  they 
tremble  even  while  they  menace,  and  that  they 
are  now  ready  to  make  their  peace  by  sur- 
rendering me  as  a  hostage  !  But  'tis  my 
duty  to  support  their  wavering  courage  and  to 
decide  the  king  !— aye,  it  muet  be  so,  for 
Marie  is  my  affianced  bride,  and  my  death 
has  been  decreed  at  Narbonne  !"  Yolun- 
tartly  then,  and  with  a  perfect  knowledge 
c^  my  fate,  I  have  placed  myself  between 
the  scaffold  and  supreme  happiness  I  I  must 
seize  it  from  the  niggard  hand  of  fortune,  or 
die  in  the  attempt.  I  have  before  me  the 
melancholy  satisfaction  of  having  destroyed  all 
incertitude, '  and  no  middle  course  is  opes. 
And  you,  De  Thou,  do  you  not  blush  to  have 
thought  me  ambitious  from  a  worldly  motive 
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like  that  which  actuates  the  cardinal  ?  ambitiocra 
from  a  private  wish  to  poesesB  a  power  never 
to  be  satisfied?    I  am  indeed  ambitious^  but 
its  mainspring  is  of  divine  origin*     'Tis  from 
love!  'tis  love  upholds  me.     Yes,  De  Thou 
mj  friend^  Ilovey  all  is  expressed  in  those  few 
words!    but  I  accuse  you   wrongfully—  you 
embellished   my    secret  hopes — you  lent  n>e 
noble  views  and  high  political  motives,  they 
«re  vast,  they  are  sublime,  butj  shall  I  avow 
it?  these  vague  projects  for  the  amelioration 
of  a  corrupted  society,  are  to  my  mind  far- 
far  below  the  ennobling  power  of  love  I   When 
the  soul  vibrates  with  the  pulsations  of  this  all 
absorbing  passion,   there  is  no  place  for  the 
cold    calculations    of    general    interests^— the 
highest  spot  on  earth  is  still  far  below  the 
canopy  of  heaven  T 

De  Thou  inclined  his  head,  ^^  how  shall  I 
answer  you  T  said  he,  ''  I  do  not  understand 
this  rhapsody !  your  thoughts  are  in  disorder. 
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behind  some  screen,  to  hear  the  voice  of  the 
adored  being  who  is  my  wife  ?  in  pablio  mosl 
1  still  bow  down  before  her,  T,  her  husband 
in  secret,  and  yet  her  slave  by  the  light  of 
day  ?  By  heaven,  'tis  too  much  I  the  last  step 
shdl  be  taken  should  it  prove  my  destruc- 
tion r 

^'  What  then,  Egotist  t  is  it  for  your  personal 
advantage,  you  would  overthrow  a  state  ?** 

**  Nay — De  Thou — the  welfare  of  the  state  \ 

is  involved  in  mine,  I  attain  it  for  my  country,  I 

if  1  destroy  the  tyrant  of  the  king  I  the  hate  j 

which  this  man  has  inspired  me  with,  mixes 
with  my  very  blood !  when  first  I  sought  him, 
my  footsteps  trod  in  the  immediate  track  of  his 
greatest  crime  I  he  is  the  evil  genius  to  the 
unhappy  king !  why  may  I  not  become  that  of 
good  ?  'twas  the  dearest  thought  of  my  beloved, 
but  yet,  I  fear  me,  I  should  not  keep  my 
hold  in  the  tormented  soul  of  the  weak  and 
vacilhiting  prince !" 
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^  On  what  then  do  70a  count  ?^  asked  De 
ThoiL 

*^  Alas,  Ms  on  the  throw  of  the  dice !  if  his 
will  continue  faithful  but  for  a  fqw  hours,  I  shall 
succeed  I  'tis  the  only  ^chance,  and  that  on 
which  my  fate  is  suspended  I" 

''And  that  also  of  your  affianced?"  asked 
DeThou. 

"  She  ? — and  did  you  think  so,"  said  Cinq 
Mars  with  impetuosity.  '^  Ah  I  no,  no,  I  have 
not  placed  her  in  danger ;  if  the  king  abandon 
me,  I  will  sign  the  treaty  with  Spain,  and 
raise  the  banner  of  war." 

**  What  ?"  exclaimed  the  counsellor  in  great 
surprise.  "  War — civil  war^-and  an  alliance 
with  the  foreigner  ?" 

'^  Indeed,  *tis  so !  even  if  it  be  accounted  a 
crime,"  answered  Cinq  Mars  coldly,  **  Have  I 
demanded  your  assistance  ?" 

'*  Ungrateful  man,*'  cried  De  Thou,  ''  dare 
yoQ  speak  thus  to  me  ?  have  I  not  proved  that 
H  S 
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friendsliif)  bolds  the  place  of  all  other  affeotionfl 
in  my  heart  ?  Can  I  survive  your  deaUi-^syr 
even  the  least  of  your  misfortunes  ?  oh  1  Cinq 
Mars,  Cinq  Mars,  turn  you  yet  and  destroy 
not  France  I  oh  I  my  friend — my  dear  friend-^ 
I  conjure  you  on  my  knees,  let  us  not  be  par* 
ricides — let  us  not  betray  our  lovely  oountry ! 
I  say  us,  for  know,  I  can  never  separate  myself 
from  you — let  me  preserve  my  Belf<*«steem  for 
which  I  have  already  suffered  much,  and  do 
not  make  me  tarnish  my  life,  which  I  have 
long  ago  devoted  to  you— and  you  alone  T 

De  Thou  had  fallen  at  the  feet  of  his  friend^ 
who  not  having  the  power  any  longer  to  sustain 
his  affected  coldness^  raised  him  up  and  threw 
himself  in  his  arms ;  pressing  him  energetically 
to  his  breast,  he  cried  in  a  voice  tremulous  with 
emotion. 

"Oh!  De  Thou— dear  De  Thou,  why  love 
me  thus  ?  what  have  you  done,  my  friend  7  you, 
who  are  wise,  pure,  virtuous ;  you  who  are  not 
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feusled  by  a  powerful  io&taation  and  secret 
ootiTes  of  reyenge— yoa  whoee  noble  mind  is 
etored  and  nourished  by  religion  and  true 
knowledge;  why-^-ohl  why  d^  you  profess 
this  strong  attachment  ?  what  has  my  friend- 
ship brought  yoE  but  evil  ?  and  must  it  now 
add  peril  to  your  life?  Oh  I  separate  your- 
self from  me,  while  it  is  yet  time — w^  are  not 
of  the  same  nature-^you  must  perceiTC  it 
^^the  course  of  events  has  corrupted  me,  I 
possess  neither  sincerity  or  goodness ;  behold  ! 
I  meditate  evil*-—!  deceive  my  friend — what 
mote  can  I  do  to  prove  my  utter  worthless- 
ness  ?  forget  me,  disdain  me,  I  am  not  worthy 
of  your  thoughts.  How  can  I  be  worthy  of 
the  dangers  you  court  on  my  behalf  P*^ 

**  How  worthy  ?  by  swearing  never  to  be^ 
tray  our  country  or  its  Monarch  !"  replied  De 
Thou,  *'  do  you  not  foresee  that  your  plans 
will  reach  to  the  extent  of  destroying  the  king<- 
dom  ?    Know  you  not,  that  in  giving  up  our 
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fltroDgholds  ive  shall  never  recover  th^n  ?  are 
you  prepared  to  learn  that  your  name  and 
character  will  be  blasted  by  poeterity  ?  that 
French  mothers  will  carse  yon  when  they  are 
compelled  to  teach  their  children  the  language 
of  the  conqueror  7  Are  you  prepared  for  this  ? 
Nay,  step  hither^  my  friend/'  and  he  led  him 
towards  the  bust  of  Louis  the  Thirteenth, — 
'*  Swear  now  before  him,  (for  he  too  is  your 
friend)  swear  never  to  attach  your  name  to  this 
infamous  treaty." 

Cinq  Mars  cast  his  eyes  to  the  ground,  and, 
with  an  inconceivable  obstinacy,  answered, 
while  blushing  deeply— 

^^  I  have  already  said  it,  if  I  am  forced,  I 
will  sign  the  treaty." 

De  Thou's  cheek  was  blanched,  he  let  drop 
his  friend's  hand,  and  paced  the  room  with 
folded  arms  in  indescribable  emotion.  Ad- 
vancing with  much  solemnity  towards  the  bust 
of  his  father,  he  opened  a  large  book  placed  at 
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ito  base,  and  seeking  ont  a  page  already  turned 
down,  he  read  in  a  loud  and  distinct  tone  of 
voice :-- • 

*^  I  think  that  Monsieur  de  Ligneboeuf  was 
justly  condemned  to  death  by  the  parliament 
of  Konen,  for  not  having  revealed  the  conspi- 
ncj  of  Catteville  against  the^tate.** 

Then  holding  the  book  open  in  his  hand^  and 
fixbg  his  eyes  on  the  bust  of  his  father^  the 
President  De  Thou  whose  memoirs  were  in 
his  hand— 

*^  Yes,  my  father  P  said  he,  **  you  have 
thought  justly — and  I  am  about  to  become  a 
guilty  partizan.  I  merit  death--but  what  can 
I  do?  I  cannot  denounce  this  traitor  without 
betraying  him — and  he  is  my  friend  and  in  mis- 
fortune," advancing  towards  Cinq  Mars,  whose 
hand  he  again  took  within  his  own,  he  added, 
*^  Cinq  Mars,  I  have  done  much  for  you  in  that 
determination.  If  you  sign  the  treaty  expect 
no  farther  lud  from  me.** 
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Cinq  Mars  was  shaken  to  his  inmost  soul  bj^ 
this  emphatic  scene — he  felt  how  moeh  his 
friend  had  suffered  in  thus  casting  him  off— 
brashing  away  the  tears  which  fell  plenteonsly 
along  his  cheeks,  he  cried:—- 

*'  Ah  1  dear  and  estimable  De  Thou  I  I  fiad 
you  ever  perfect.  Yes,  in  quitting  me  yon  do 
me  service,  for  if  your  fate  had  still  been  linked 
ID  miney  how  should  I  have  dared  to  risk  mj 
life,  or  offer  it  a  sacrifice,  if  need  be,  in  this 
perilous  conflict.  But  now,  I  am  a  free  agent, 
and  I  repeat,  if  I  am  constrained,  I  will  sign  the 
treaty  with  Spain.*' 
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CHAPTER    VIIL 


THE  HUNT. 


Xv  the  mean  time,  the  illness  of  the  King  had 

plunged  France  Into  all  the  troubles  which  can 

t>e  excited  by  the  disaffected,  when  the  death 

of    the   monarch   is  apprehended.      Although 

Richelieu  was  most  powerfuli  he  retained  that 

power  only  in  the  name  of  Louis  the  Thir- 

^eentbf  and  by  the  sanction  of  that  name  alone 

^d   he  uphold  it       Although  absolute  and 
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ruling  his  master,  still  he  feared  him,  and  thif 
fear  gave  some  confidence  to  the  nation  against 
his  ambitious  designs^— the  King  being  in  fact 
its  only  effective  protection*  But  supposing 
the  King  dead,  who  was  there  to  check  thb 
imperious  minister  ?  how  restrain  a  man  who 
up  to  the  present  time  had  dared  every  thing ' 
Accustomed  to  wield  a  sceptre  which  he  would 
never  willingly  relinquish,  and  to  acknowledge 
those  laws  only  which  had  been  framed  by  him- 
self ^who  could  prevent  him  from  exercising 
his  own  will  upon  all  occasions — these  fean 
prevailed  with  every  one.  The  people  sought  io 
vain  throughout  the  kingdom,  for  those  power- 
ful noblemen  who  could  afford  them  shelter 
during  these  political  tempests— there  were  odIj 
to  be  found  their  recent  tombs, — the  houses  of 
Parliament  were  silent,  and  the  usurping  power 
of  this  one  man  seemed  to  be  beyond  all  control 
No  one  was,  at  this  time,  blinded  by  the 
affected  sufferings  of  the  minister,  they  had  too 
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often  deceived  the  public  wish,  while  his  ea- 
tnogement  from  Court  by  no  means  lightened 
the  burthens  inflicted  by  him  on  the  nation. 

The  affection  of  the  people  strongly  evinced- 
itself  towards  the  son  of  Henry  the  Fourth, 
they  filled  the  churches,  they  prayed  for  him, 
they  even  wept ;  unhappy  monarchsare  always 
the  objects  of  commiseration.  The  melan- 
choly of  Louis  and  his  mysterious  malady 
interested  all  France. 

The  King,  being  anxious  to  convince  the 
nation  of  his  convalescence,  issued  his  com'^ 
^'^Bois  for  the  whole  Court  to  assemble  to  a 
grand  hunt,  which  was  to  take  place  at  Cham* 
^*^;  a  royal  domain,  the  Due  d'Orleans,  bis 
brother,  had  prevailed  upon  him  to  revbit. 

This  beautiful  retreat  was  the  favorite  one 
of  the  King,  because  it  harmonised  with  his, 
feelings  by  uniting  grandeur   with  sadness; 
oHen-times  had  he  passed  months  there  with* 
OQt  it  being  discovered  where  he  was,  employ- 
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ing  himeelf  by  reading  over  and  orer  agaii 
mysterious  papers,  writing  that  which  has  ntTBt 
transpired,  whiiA  he  deposited  in  an  iron  sab 
— he  carefully  keeping  the  key.  It  was  hu 
humour  sometimes  to  dispense  with  the  at- 
tendance of  all  but  one  servant,  to  forget  bU 
rank  in  the  absence  of  his  followers,  and  to 
live  for  several  succeeding  days  like  a  poor 
man  or  banished  citizen,  endeavouring  to  cheat 
himself  into  the  belief  that  he  was  enjoying 
a  respite  from  the  cares  of  royalty ;  at  ano- 
ther time  his  mind  would  wander,  it  was  thea 
that  he  would  become  a  hermit  and  after  giving 
strict  commands  that  no  one  should  be  allowed 
to  approach  him,  he  would  clad  himself  iiks  t 
monk  and  retire  to  a  vaulted  chapel,  then  resd* 
ing  the  life  of  Charles  tiie  Fifth,  he  wonM 
imagine  himself  at  St.  Juste  and  chaunt  the 
mass  which  was  sung  over  the  body  of  the 
Spanish  Emperor. 
But  in  the  midst  of  these  hymns  and  medita* 
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tioiMyliisimbeeUe  mind  would  beoome  distracted 

bj  other  mattere ;  the  world  and  life  had  never 
appeared  to  him  ao  happy  as  when  h3  waa  in 
soUtnde  in  the  vicinity  of  the  tomb ;  there  passed 
between  his  eyes  and  the  pages  he  imagined  he  was 
pemsing,  grand  processions^  Yictorions  armies, 
and  crowds  of  the  populace  enthusiastioally 
delighted — be  fancied  himself  powerful— com- 
batting— ^a  conqueror — then  if  a  ray  of  the  sun 
fouid  its  way  through  the  church  windows  and 
alighted  on  him,  he  immediately  rose  under  the 
impression  that  he  had  a  longing  desire  for  the 
free  breath  of  the  day^  and  a  disgust  for  the 
atmosphere  which  filled  the  dreary  and  stifling 
Taults,  then  he  would  return  once  more  to 
Court  and  call  his  glittering  throng  about  him ; 
in  a  short  time,  howeyer,  his  ascetic  habit  re* 
turned— a  doubt  would  absorb  his  soul,  which 
wesy  that  he  possessed  too  strong  an  attachment 
to  the  gaieties  of  the  world  which  prevented 
his  attending  sufficiently  to  Divine  things,  this 
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feding  was  firequendy  interrapted  by  another, 
that  he  was  neglecting  the  affairs  of  the  state. 
He  had  not  strength  of  mind  enough  to  ehew 
his  resentments,  which  was  an  unfortunate  trait 
for  his  iavorites;  they  were  never  forewarned, 
but  continued  to  be  caressed  after  their  downfal 
had  been  determined, — ^there  were  moments  in* 
deed,  when  he  felt  capable  of  inflicting  any 
injury  upon  them* 

Cinq  Mars  was  well  aware  of  this  weakness 
of  mind,  whicli  prevented  the  King  from  par- 
suing  any  straight  forward  course—- he  felt 
strongly  that  the  King  had  neither  the  power 
thoroughly  to  love  or  to  hate,  consequently  his 
position,  envied  by  all  France,  and  evencaonog 
uneaaiuess  to  the  great  minister,  was  so  preca- 
rious that  had  it  not  been  for  his  love  for  Marie 
he  would  have  broken  his  golden  fetters  with 
more  joy  than  a  galley-slave  his  duuns— bis 
impatience  at  once  to  understand  his  real 
position  for  the  future,  hastened  the  exploeion 


GOUBT  INTBIOUEa.  165 

of  the  deeply  dug  mine  he  had  already  com- 
municated to  his  friend  De  Thou.  He  now 
became  the  companion  of  Louia  on  the  road  to 
Chambord,  with  the  determination  to  seize  the 
first  opportunity  to  put  his  plan  in  execu* 
tion. 

On  the  same  morning  fixed  for  the  hunt,  the 
King  signified  that  he  should  expect  Cinq 
M^n  on  the  great  staircase  of  Lys ;  it  may  not 
perhaps  be  out  of  place  should  we  say  a  few 
iFords  in  explanation  of  this  astonishing  fa- 
bric. 

Four  leagues  from  Blois>  and  one  from  the 
Loire,  in  a  small  valley  between  a  swampy 
marsh,  and  a  wood  of  fine  old  oak  trees  away 
from  all  the  high*ways,  there  stands  a  royal 
castle,  apparently  raised  by  magic— it  is  said  that 
it  must  have  have  been  brought  there  by  the 
Genius  of  the  Wonderful  Lamp  who  trans- 
ported it  during  one  of  ^'  the   thousand  and 
one  nigbts,**  when  he  so  placed  it  that  the  light 
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of  the  son  Bhoald  never  Bfaine  upon  the  loves  and 
pastimes  of  a  young  prince  within.  This  palace 
aeemed  buried  in  the  ground,  but  its  bhie 
domes  and  elegant  minarets  shot  out  into  the 
air  ;  the  long  terraces  commanding  a  yiew  of 
the   woods,  the  arrows  light  as  weatheroocb 
floating  in  the  breexe,  the   crescents   when 
mixed  with  the  colonnades  would  have  giTen 
the  spectator  a  picture  of  Bagdad  or  Caohmere) 
if  the  blackened  walls  with  their  moss  and  irj 
covering,  aided  by  the  pale  and  heavy  appearanoe 
of  the  atmosphercy  did  not  most  certainly  in- 
dicate a  more  misty  climate.     It  was  indeed 
a  genius  who  raised  those  \7all8— but  not  he  of 
the    Lamp,  it  was  an  Italian,    by  name  Le 
Frimatice.     He  was  also  a  handsome  monaicli 
whose  amours  were  concealed  within  thepalaof* 
for  he  was  no  less  celebrated  a  king  thao 
Francis  the  First 

The  basement  of  this  extraordinory  buiUEog 
was,  like  the  rest  of  it,  full  of  eleganoe  and 
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mystery y  a  dooUe  staircase  was  raised  from  the 
feundatioQ  to  the  highest  torret,  and  terminated 
in  a  cnpob  surmounted  by  an  immense  "^fieur 
de  lis,^  which  may  be  seen  at  a  great  distance 
two  persons  might  ascend  this  staircase  at  the 
same  time  without  seeing  or  meeting  with 
esch  other. 

Cinq  Mara  slowly  mounted  the  large  steps 
which  led  towards  the  apartment  of  the  King, 
and  stopped  every  now  and  then  to  consider 
the  best  way  he  should  act,  when  the  sound  of 
a  guitar  reached  his  ear,  he  remembered  it  was 
the  favorite  instrument  of  Louis,  and  listened 
to  his  weak  and  tremulous  voice  as  it  echoed 
through  the  arches;  he  was  endeavouring  to 
Bing  one  of  those  romances  composed  by  himself^ 
which  he  repeated  frequently  in  an  imperfect 
manner ;  the  words  did  not  reach  the  ear  dis- 
tinctly. 

The  young  favorite  paused  with  some  de- 
gree of  contempt 
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*'  What  new  grief  has  sway  over  him  now  T 
said  he,  ''  let  me  try  to  read  in  his  cold  heart 
if  he  can  by  possibility  desire  anything  from 
me.** 

He  entered  the  narrow  cabinet 

Attired  in  black,  and  half  reclining  on  a 
couch  supported  by  pillows,  the  prince  with 
a  languishing  air  toudied  the  strings  of  bis 
guitar^— he  ceased  when  he  observed  the  Mas* 
ter  of  the  Horse,  he  stared  at  him,  then  com- 
menced shaking  his  bead  reproachniUy  but 
without  speaking,  at  last  he  uttered  in  a  wbln- 
ing  tone— 

*^  What  have  I  learned.  Cinq  Mars — wbat 
have  I  learned  of  your  conduct?  with  wbat 
pain  have  I  heard  that  you  have  neglected  my 
advice,  you  have  lent  yourself  to  a  culpable 
intrigue— you,  whose  piety  and  virtue  have  so 
attached  me  to  you/' 

Full  of  his  political  projects.   Cinq  Man 
thought  himself   discovered,  but  bebg  per* 
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fecti/ nuiater  of  himself  he  replied  without 
Beiitatioiu 

^  Yes,  Sire,  I  came  here  with  the  intention 
to  confess  to  700*  I  am  accustomed^to  have  no 
leerets  from  your  Majesty." 

^  Confess  to  me  I"  cried  Louis  changing 
oolor>  as  if  under  the  influence  of  fever,  *^  will 
70a  dare  to  defile  my  ears  with  your  secret 
commnnicationsp'^^nd  so  calm  too,  while  speak- 
ing of  your  crimes.  60  to,  you  deserve  to  be 
condemned  to  the  galleys.  You  have  been 
guilty  of  high  t^pason  by  your  breach  of  faith, 
even  to  my  very  fiice-'-I  would  rather  see  you 
a  false  coiner  like  the  Marquis  de  Coucy>  or  at 
the  head  of  the  Croquants  than  as  you  are. 
You  have  dishonored  your  family  and  the 
memory  of  the  Mar^chal  your  father.'' 

Cinq  Mars  perceiving  that  he  was  discovered, 
assumed  the  best  countenance  he  could,  and 
Biid  with  a  resigned  air — 

'^WeU,  Sire,  send  me  to  be  tried  and  put  me  to 
death,  but  spare  your  reproaches.'' 

VOL.  lU  I 
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•*You  aro  pleasant,  my  Jittle  provincial 
Squire,"  replied  Louis,  '*  I  know  very  weU  yon 
have  not  committed  a  crime  suflScient  for  you 
to  receive  sentence  of  death  from  men,  but  it 
is  at  the  tribunal  of  Ueaven,  sir,  where  jou 

shall  bejudged.** 

f'  By  my  faith,"  cried  the  impetuous  young 
man  who  felt  stung  by  the  insult,  "  why  wiH 
you  not  allow  me  to  return  to  my  province 
which  you  hold  in  such  contempt.  I  moat 
return  thither,  I  cannot  suppoit  the  life  I  ^^bA 
with  you,  an  angel  could  npt  put  up  with  it, 
therefore,  once  for  all,  send  me  for  trial  if  y<» 
suppose  me  guilty,  or  let  me  retire  to  Toumtme. 
You  have  been  the  cause  of  my  guilt  by  having 
attached  me  to  your  person.  If  you  have  in- 
duced me  to  hope  for  too  much,  and  then  have 
crushed  those  hopes,  am  I  to  blame?  Whyhave 
you  created  me  Master  of  the  Horse,  if  I  dmJ 
not  naturally  expect  further  promotion  ?  In 
sliort,  am  I  your  friend  or  am  I  not  ?    If  I  «n 
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^^ycaiuiot  X  be  exalted  to  a  Dukedom  or  Peer- 
^e,  and   even  Constable,  as  well  as  Monsiear 
&e  luuynes  whom  you  so  much  loved  because 
he  reared    your  hawks.      Why  am  I  not  ad- 
mitted to  the  Privy  Council.     I  am  as  good  an 
orator  as  any  of  your  large  frilled  grey  beards 
there — my  ideas  are  more  enlarged— my  arm 
can  serve  you  better.     It  is  the  Cardinal  who' 
keeps  me  in  the  back  ground,  and  it  is  because 
be  prevents  me  from  being  still  nearer  to  you 
that  I  hate  him  V*  continued  Cinq  Mars  shak- 
ing his  fist,  as  if  Bichelieu  stood  before  him, 
"  aye  I  would  slay  him  with  my  own  hand  if 
it  were  necessary." 

The  eyes  of  Effiat  flashed  with  anger^  he 
stamped  his  foot  while  speaking,  and  turned 
his  back  upon  the  King  like  a  spoilt  child,  and 
leaned  against  one  of  the  pillars  of  the  apart- 
ment. 
Louis,  who  cowed  before  anything  like  reso- 
I  3 
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lation,  was  excessiTely  alarmed ;   be  rose  aod 
look  the  hand  of  Cinq  Mars. 

Oh«  weakneas  of  power,  caprice  of  the  ha- 
inan  heart  I  it  was  by  this  ehildish  behavioor 
that  this  yonng  man  governed  the  King  of 
France  with  as  much  facility  as  the  greatest 
politician  of  the  time.  This  prince  thought, 
and  with  some  show  of  reason^  that  yidence  of 
manner  must  be  proof  of  sincerity,  so  that  eveo 
the  anger  of  Cinq  Mars  did  not  displease 
him,  he  said — 

«  We  will  not  talk  of  the  cardinal.  I  love 
him  no  better  than  you  do,  but  it  is  of 
your  scandalous  conduct  I  complain,  and  I 
shall  have  much  difficulty  in  "pardoning  you : 
what  sir  I  I  learn  that  instead  of  employing 
yourself  in  those  exercises  of  religion  to  which 
I  ba?e  accustomed  you,  you  set  out  for  St. 
Germain,  and  pass  nearly  the  whole  nigbt  at 

-» aye,  at  whose  house  ?    can  I  utter  the 

name  and  not  sin, — at  the  house  of  a  woman  of 
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loose  lepatation^  who  could  have  nothing  to 
do  with  70a  which  woald  benefit  your  bouI, 
one  who  receives  atheists  into  her  housey 
Marian  de  Lonne  in  fact»  how  can  you  answer 
me  that  ?     Speak." 

Allowing  his  hand  to  remun  in  the  clasp  of 
the  king,  bot  still  leaning  as  before.  Cinq 
Mars  replied: 

Is  it  then  so  cnlpabie  to  quit  serious  occu- 
pations for  those  more  serious.  If  I  visit  the 
house  of  Marian  de  Lorme,  it  is  to  profit  by 
the  conversation  of  the  wise  men  whom  I  meet 
there ;  nothing  can  be  more  harmless  than  tho  se 
meetings,  there  are  lectures  which  are  cer- 
tainlj  prolonged  until  night,  but  they'can  have 
no  other  effect  than  to  e\^ate  the  soul,  besides 
yoa  have  never  commanded  me  to  give  you  an 
account  of  every  thing  ;  I  should  have  men- 
tioned it  to  you  long  ago,  had  you  desired  me 
to  do  so/' 

^Ali,  Cinq  Mar^  where  is  your  confidence  in 
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me !  do  yon  feel  the  want  of  it  ?  it  is  the  firtt 
ingredient  of  a  perfect  friendship,  such  as  oun 
shonld  be.* 

The  Toice  of  Louis  was  affectionate,  the 
iaTourite  kx>ked  at  him  over  his  shoulder,  and 
assumed  a  less  irritable  mood,  but  displajing 
nothing  beyond  an  inclination  to  listen. 

**  How  many  times  have  you  deceived  met* 
continued  the  king,  *'  ought  I  not  to  be  offen- 
ded with  you; — were  there  not  gallants  and 
libertines  in  the  house  of  that  woman,  were 
there  not  courtesans  ? 

''Oh,  no  sire,  I  went  there  generally  with 
one  of  my  friends,  a  gentleman  of  Tonrainey 
B^n^  Descartea^ 

"  Descartes  1 1  knoy  that  name,  it  is  thai  of  an 
oflicer  who  distinguished  himself  at  the  siege  of 
Rocheile,  and  who  devotes  himself  to  literature, 
he  had  a  good  reputation  for  piety,  but  he 
associates  with  DesbarreauZyand  he  is  an  atheist 
I  feel  convinced  that  the  people  there  ara  not 
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fit  company  for  you,  there  are  maoy  youDg 
nen  without  family,  without  ancestry ;  let  me 
eee,  tell  me  who  yoo  saw  the  last  time  yo« 
were  there." 

^'  Why,  I  can  scarcely  recoUeot  all  the 
names,"  said  Cinq  Mars,  casting  his  eyes 
towards  the  ceiling,  "  for  I  have  but  seldom 
enquired ;  there  was  in  the  first  place  a  gentle- 
nan  named  Groot  or  Grotius—- a  Dutchman." 

'^  I  know  him,  a  friend  to  Barnevelty  I  settled 
a  pension  upon  him,  I  like  him,  hut  the 
Card — that  is — 1  am  told  he  is  of  the  re- 
formed religion." 

*'I  met  likewise  an  Eu^ishman  named -John 
Milton,  a  young  man  who  was  travelling  from 
Italy  to  LiOndon,  he  speaks  but  rarely.' ' 

*'An  unknown  person,  quite  an  unknown 
person,  also  of  the  reformed  religion  ;  but  who 
were  the  Frenchmen  ?" 

**  The  young  man  who  wrote  ^  Cinna,"  and 
whom  they  have  three  times  refused  at  the 
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Aead^mie,  lie  is  vexed  that  Du  Bjer  shooM 
hare  obt^ned  the  prefereDce,— thej  callkim 
ComdIIe. 

"  Well  now,''  said  the  king  as  be  crossed  hb 
arms  and  surveyed  Cinq  Mars  with  an  air  of 
triamph,  and  reproaolu  ''  I  have  enquired  who 
are  these  people,  and  I  now  ask,  is  it  in  socb 
company  that  you  should  be  seen  f  Cinq 
Mars  was  surprised  at  this  question,  because  it 
wounded  his  self  esteem ;  he  said  as  he  ap- 
proached the  king. 

Your  observations  are  just,  sire,  but  to 
pass  an  hour  or  two  listening  to  brilliant  con- 
versation cannot  be  the  cause  of  much  mischief, 
besides  there  were  some  of  your  opurtien 
present ;  for  instance  the  Duke  de  fiouilloD, 
M*  d'  Aubijnux,  the  Count  de  Brion,  the 
Cardinal  de  h  Yalette,  M.  de  Montrter, 
Fontrailles,—  likewise  men  distinguished  in  tbe 
sciences,  Mairet,  CoUetet,  Desmarets^  the  author 
of  Ariadne,  Faret,  Donjat,  Charpentier,  wlia 
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hia  writtea  the  great  encydopedia,  Giry, 
fittons  and  Baro,  the  author  of  the  contiau- 
ation  of  Astr^e,  all  gentlemen  and  Academi- 
eiaoB.'' 

^'Enough,  Enough  t  they  are  men  of  merit 
iadeed,"  replied  Louis,  **  there  can  be  no  possi- 
Ue  objection  to  them ;  much  advantage  is  to  be 
obtained  from  their  acquaintance ;  they  are 
nea  of  established  reputation,  men  of  oonside-* 
lation,  you  may  visit  them  sometimes ;  but  do 
not  attempt  again  to  deceive  me;  you  see 
that  I  know  all — ^look  at  this." 

Saying  these  words,  the  king  took  from  an 
iron  fiaf<^  which  was  placed  against  the  wall,  a 
huge  manuscript  written  all  over,  one  page  was 
headed  Baradas,  another  D'Hautefort,  a  third 
La  Fayette,  and  the  last  Cinq  Mars ;  he  paused, 
but  soon  confiiHied, 

**  How  many  times  think  you,  have  you 
tried  to  deceive  me  I  I  have  here  inserted 
all  the  faalts  you  have  committed  during  the 

I  5 
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two  years  I  have  known  you  intimately,  I 
have   written  down   our  conversations   from 
day  to  day  ;  now  sit  you  there."     Cinq  Mara 
heaved  a  sigh  in  anticipation  of  what  he  was 
about  to  undergo ;  and  he  had  the  patience  to 
listen  for   two  long  hours  to  an  epitome  of 
all  his  master  had  been  transcribing  for  the 
last  two  years.     He  placed  his  hand  before  his 
noouth  several  times  to  conceal  his  inclination 
to  smile  or  yawn  ;  we  shall  not  attempt  a  des- 
cription  of  this  infliction  on  Cinq  Mars,  but 
merely  add  that  it  concluded  thus. 

^'  At  last,  see  what  you  did  on  the  seventh  of 
December,  on  that  day  I  spoke  to  yon  of 
the  flight  of  the  hawk  and  of  the  craft  of 
field  sports  of  which  you  are  so  ignorant.  I 
remarked  to  you  that,  according  to  the  Cha5se 
lloyale,  a  work  by  Charles  the  ninth,  after  a 
sportsman  had  accustomed  bis  dog  to  follow  a 
scent  h3  niight  readily  imagine  it  wouM  again 
feel  an  inclination  to  return  to  the  woodS)  for 
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wbicH    incliBation  he  should  neitiier  be  repri- 
manded nor  punished. 

^'  Now    this  is  the  reply  you    made,  and 

capriciously  enough  recollect.     *  By  my  faith, 

aire,  give  tne  the  command  of  regiments  instead 

of  birds  and  dogs.    I  feel  certain  we  should 

both   be  laughed  at  were  it  known  how  we 

employed  ourselves,'    again:    when   we  were 

chaunting  vespers  together  in  my  apartments 

you  threw  your  book  into  the  fire  while  in  a 

passion  ;  now  that  was  impious,  and  after  that 

you  told  me  you  let  it  fall  by  accident,  a  mortal 

sin,  see  I  have  written  it  down  a  lie,     I  am 

not  to  be  deceived  you  will  perceive/' 

"  But  sire ** 

*'  One  moment— one  moment ;  on  the  same 
evening  you  said  that  the  cardinal  had  unjustly 
caused  a  man  to  be  burnt  solely  from  the 
personal  hatred  he  bore  hioL" 

^*I  repeat  that  accusation,  sire,  and  will 
maintain  it.     I  ^n  prove  it.    It  is  the  great- 
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est  crime  this  man  haB  ever  oommittedy  yoo 
hesiute  to  disgrace  him,  therefore  you  are 
mdufipj.  I  was  an  eye  witneea  to  the  diaboli- 
cal tranaacdoD,  at  Loodnn.  Urbain  Grandier 
waa  moidered,  not  tried;  stay  aire,  aa  yon 
hold  these  memoranda,  read  over  again  the 
evidoMe  I  then  pUoed  before  yoo." 

Loma  fiooght  the  page  and  read  it  over  with 
great  attention,  and  then  cried  oat,  **  what 
atrodty  I  how  conld  I  have  forgotten  it?  the 
man  certainly  faadnates  me ;  yon  are  my  tried 
friend.  Cinq  Mara ;  how  horrible ;  my  reign  will 
be  sullied  with  poeteri^,  he  has  intercepted  all 
letters  sent  to  me  by  the  nobles  and  country 
genUemen,  he  has  bnmed  a  living  man  with- 
out proof  of  guilt,  and  solely  for  the  sake  of 
vengeance— and  I  have  been  appealed  to  indi- 
vidually, and  as  sovereign,  but  in  vain— a  whole 
family  must  be  cursing  me  at  this  very  moment 
Ob,  how  unhappy  is  the  fiite  of  a  king.*' 

The  monarch  threw  his  papers  from  him 
and  wept 
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**  Ah,  sire^  these  tears  you  now  shed  beoome 
jOQ,^  said  Cinq  Mars.  **  Oh  that  all  France 
conld  be  witness  to  them^  the  nation  would  be 
astonished  at  a  fact  which  they  would  not 
otherwise  believe." 

'*  Astonished  I**  replied  the  king,  **  then 
France  knows  me  not." 

*'No  aire,"  answered  D*Effiat  frankly. 
^  France  does  not  know  you— I  cannot  help 
eyen  as  your  friend  accusing  you  of  an  indiffe- 
rence to  her  interests  in  common  with  the  rest 
of  the  world." 

''  Of  indifference?  coldness?  when  I  am  dying 
with  grief!  indifference,  when  I  entirely  sacri- 
fice myself  to   the  interests  of  my  people  I 
ungrateful  nation,  I  have  sacrificed  all  for  the 
people,  even  the  pride  of  my  throne,  and  the 
power  of  government.    I  have  entrusted  a  man 
whom  I  detest  with  my  sceptre,  because  I 
thought  his  arm  more  capable  than  mine  to 
wield  it.    I  have  undergone  misery,  by  myself 
inflicted,  while  dreaming  that  he  would  act  for 
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the  welfare  of  my  people,  and  my  innovation 
becomes  the  more  bitter  because  it  haa  not 
been  appreciated;  they  think  me  incapable 
because  I  have  been  timid^  and  weak,  because 
I  have  mistrusted  myself;  no  matter,  no  mat- 
ter, God  sees  and  knows  all." 

^^  Ah  sire,  show  yourself  to  France,  as  you 
really  are,  resume  your  usurped  power,  the 
affection  of  the  nation  is  with  you,  return  to 
life  and  remount  the  throne." 

*^  No  !  no  !  my  life  is  on  the  wane,  my  dear 
friend ;  I  am  not  equal  to  the  task  of  supreme 
power." 

'^Sirel  it  is  imagination  alone  which  de« 
prives  you  of  strength — the  time  has  arrived 
at  last  when  it  is  necessary  that  crime  and 
power  should  cease  to  be  regarded  as  talent, 
and  should  your  voice  be  but  once  raised  to 
announce  that  the  reign  of  virtue  was  about 
to  commence  in  your  own  person,  your  ene** 
mies  would  fall  before  you  like  dust,  then  the 
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peojile  would  tlock  round  and  lean  upou  the 
fmth  of  a  king — a  people  svbose  wunutli  of 
imagination  temis  sg  quickly  to  all  tlntt  U 
beautifuL  Tbe  kiug  your  father  led  ub  by  a 
Boiile ;  what  would  not  one  of  your  tears 
acGucnpliali  ?" 

X>uring  this  epeech  the  excited  king 
changed  countenaace  ijcquenily ;  ho  ehowcd 
evident  eigOB  uf  embarrasenient,  exhibiting 
Ti'ileul  emotion  iu  which  imbecility  atruggled 
with  incliuaiion  ;  Gadiiig  hituaelf  uomjieltod  to 
Bpcnk  he  snid— 

'■  J  Jut  coiiaidtr.  Cinq  Mara,  how  is  a  miaister 
tu  be  didaiiBscd  who  fur  the  laet  ei^htecu  years 
li:\s  surrounded  aw  vrith  his  creaturea." 

"  He  ia  not  so  |)Offerful,"  anuwerod  the 
JtluBtcr  of  (Lc  Ilorao,  "  for  eouio  of  hispreten- 
dud  rricnds  will  provo  his  most  determined 
cucmics,  if  you  will  but  give  the  slightest  sig- 
nal of  approbation.  The  ancient  league  of  the 
princes  of  thu  peace  still  lives,  sire,  and  it  is 
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only  the  respect  dtte|to  the  choice  of  year  majesty 
which  prevents  their  coming  forward  at  once.* 

**  Well,  well,  yon  may  tell  them  at  once  that 
there  is  no  necessity  to  wait  for  me.  I  will 
not  restrain  them,  no  one  can  accuse  me  of 
being  a  cardlnalist ;  if  my  brother  will  give  me 
the  means  of  patting  down  Bicheliea,  it  shall 
be  done  with  all  my  heart.** 

^  I  believe,  sire^  that  the  Dae  de  Boollion 
will  seek  an  audience  in  the  course  of  the  day 
by  the  express  wish  of  the  friends  of  your 
majesty." 

^'  I  do  not  dislike  that  man/^  replied  the 
king  as  he  arranged  his  pillows  on  his  arm 
chair.  ^'  I  do  not  at  all  dislike  him,  althoogh 
he  is  inclined  to  be  factious.  We  are  related, 
you  know,  my  dear  friend  (how  softly  bat  yet 
emphaticaUy  was  the  last  word  introduced) 
you  must  be  aware  that  he  descends  from  St 
Louis,  from  father  to  son  by  Charlotte  of 
Bourbon  daughter  of  the  Due  de  Montpensier, 
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are  yaa  awsre  that  Beven  princeaseB  of  the 
blood  have  become  allied  to  Eiis  house,  and 
that  eight  of  his  own,  one  of  whom  has  been  a 
queen,  have  married  into  the  royal  family.  I 
do  not  dislike  him  at  all,  I  never  eoid  I  did — 
No  I  never  aaid  I  did." 

"  Well,  sir,"  eaid  Cinq  More,  with  confidence, 
"yoQ  and  Monsieur  can  explain  how  afTaira 
may  be  managed,  while  the  hounda  are  in  full 
cry  ;  as  well  as  the  men  you  wish  to  become  the 
ofGcere  of  your  household,  and  who  we  may 
calculate  upon  to  oppose  Fabert  and  all  the 
Cardinoltsts  at  Perpignan ;  you  will  find  that 
the  minister  has  but  few  adherents.  The 
ijueen,  Monsieur,  the  nobility  and  the  par- 
liament, all  are  on  our  aide ;  the  whole  aliair 
might  be  considered  rh  AccompliBhed,  if  it 
^oold  meet  with  no  opposition  from  your 
Majesty.  It  has  been  proposed  that  Richelieu 
sliall  disappear  in  the  same  manner  as  the- 
Moi^chal  d'Anore.  The  cardinal  ileaervcs  it 
more  than  he  did." 
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*^  How  ?  like  Concini  ?^  exclaimed  the  king) 
*^  Oh  nO)  that  must  Dot  be.  I  really  cannot 
allow  that,  he  is  both  cardinal  and  priest,  we  shall 
all  be  excommunicated)  but  if  other  means  • 
can  be  found,  you  may  arrange  with  your 
friends ;  in  the  mean  time  I  will  not  intei^ 
fere.'' 

These  words  being  uttered,  Louia  gave  way 
to  his  resentment^  as  if  to  justify  himself  in 
what  he  had  done,  and  seemed  to  consider  tb^ 
whole  of  the  business  concluded.  Cinq  Blars 
was  grieved  because  he  feared  that  the  anger  of 
the  king,  at  present  so  excessive,  would  be 
but  short  lived.  However  he  thought  on  the 
last  words  of  his  Majesty,  and  was  about  to 
speak  when  after  many  complaints  against  the 
Cardinal,  Louis  added, 

^*  Would  you  believe  that  for  the  last  two 
years  I  have  had  to  mourn  for  my  mother  I  even 
since  the  day  that  cruel  trick  was  practised 
upon  me,  before  the  whole  Court,  by  Richelieu's, 
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deautod  for  her  recal,  when  he  well  knew  she 
was  dead ;  ^ince  that  day  I  Bay  I  have  not 
been  permitted  to  have  her  bleaeed  remams 
buried  in  France,  in  the  tomb  of  her  ances- 
tors, the  Cardinal  haa  even  exiled  her  ashee." 

At  this  moment  Cinq  Mare  fancied  he  henrd 
n  noise  upon  the  staircase. 

The  king  changed  countenance  a  little. 

"  Depart,  and  away  with  you,  quickly,  and 
prepare  for  the  chase,  remember  to  be  close  to 
my  carriage;  go,  I  command  you;"  the  king 
poshed  Cinq  Mars  Cowards  the  grand  stair- 
case. 

Tlie  favourite  retired,  but  the  conlusion 
voder  which  his  sovereign  lubuureO,  did  ma 
»cape  his  obeerration. 

Cinq  Mars  descended  slowly,  while  calcu- 
lating within  himself  the  cause  of  this  sudden 
interruption  when  he  diatinolly  Iteard  the  noise 
of  feet  ascending  on  the  opposite  side,  ha 
■topped  short,  the  other  stopped,  be  went  up  a 
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few  6tep8^  the  other  came  down  an  equal  nam* 
ber;  finding  there  was  n6thin^  to  be  gained  by 
this  manoBuyre,  he  decided  opou  leaving  the 
place,  although  very  much  dicsatiafied.  Scarcely 
had  he  raised  the  tapestry  which  separated  the 
staircase  from  the  guard  room,  when  he  was 
surrounded  by  courtiers  who  forced  him  to  go 
with  them  to  issue  necessary  directions  as  well 
as  to  receive  those  compliments,  congratula- 
tions, recommendations,  and  all  that  torrent  of 
lip  homage,  under  which  the  favourite  of  a 
king  must  of  necessity  suff^.  These  incidents 
divested  his  attention  from  what  had  just  pre* 
viously  occurred,  and  which  after  all  might 
exist  only  in  his  imagination;  he  mounted 
his  horse  in  the  great  court  yard,  and 
attended  by  noble  pages  and  a  most  brilliant 
equipage  rode  off  rapidly. 

Monsieur  arrived  soon  after  with  his  attend- 
ants and  followers ;  one  hour  had  scarcely  elapsod 
when  the  King  joined  the  assembly,  he  was 
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jwie  and  ap|)earecl  sickly ;  he  was  supported  bj 
four  men.  Cinq  Mars  dismounted  and  assisted 
him  into  a  sort  of  low  carriage^  which  at  that 
time  bore  the  name  of  *  brouette/  Louis  him* 
self  uodertsking  to  drive  the  well  trained  and 
quiet  bones  by  which  it  was  to  be  drawn ;  the 
huntsmen  accompanied  on  foot,  holding  the 
dogs  in  the  leash ;  the  entire  party  was  soon  in 
motion,  while  hundreds  of  gay  horsemen,  to 
the  sound  of  hcnms,  spurred  forward  towards 
the  rendezTous. 

The  King  had  selected  a  farm  called  TOrmage 
for  the  occasion ;  the  whole  Court,  accustomed 
to  his  habitB,  rode  away,  leaving  him  to  follow 
by  an  unfrequented  path,  having  by  his  side 
the  Master  of  the  Horse  and  four  others, 
whom  it  was  his  pleasure  to  approach  him. 

The  appearance  of  this  hunting  party  was 
by  no  means  favourable  for  pleasure ;  the  ap- 
proach of  winter  had  deprived  all  the  ancient 
trees  of  their  leaves,  so  that  the  huge  branches. 
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reflected  by  the  paasiog  grey  cloudsi  assamed 
something  like  the  appearance  of  torcheaat  a  night 
funeral,  a  slight  fog  gave  signs  of  approaching 
rain.  Heavy  carriages  filled  with  ladies  were 
to  be  seen  through  the  gloomy  branches, 
slowly  travelling  tinder  the  formal  necessity  of 
being  present  at  a  chase  they  were  not  permit* 
ted  to  enjoy,  the  barking  of  dogs  and  the  sound 
of  horns  were  faint  upon  the  ear,  a  cold  and 
cutting  wind  obliged  all  to  cover  themselves 
with  their  cloaks^  and  some  of  the  ladies  placed 
their  veils  or  black  velvet  masks  over  their 
faces,  to  protect  them  from  the  sharp 
breeze  which  forced  its  way  through  the  car- 
tains,  (glass  not  being  then  in  use)  this  gave 
them  the  appearance  of  being  in  *domioa' 
All  was  sad  and  gloomy^  but  at  intervals  tlie 
chase  was  enlivened  by  the  shouts  of  some 
young^horsemen  who  passed  rapidly  at  a  gallop. 
In  a  bye  path  parallel  to  that  along  wbioli 
the  King  was  driving  so  slowly,  a  party  ot 
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eoDrtiers  had  posted  themselves  so  as  not  to 
lose  ngbt  of  the  carringe  for  one  moment ; 
they  wer^  aa  oaual,  covered  with  their  I  irge 
cloaks,  and  seeined  to  feel  little  iiiterest  in  tlie 
deer  or  hoand?,  or  the  apparent  ciuee  ol 
this  great  meeting;  they  spoke  in  a  subdued 
tone. 

"  It  is  stl  right,  Fontraillee,  it  ia  as  it  should 
he,  the  King  has  this  moment  taken  the  arm 
of  Cinq  Mars.  Da  you  observe  liow  graciously 
he  Builes?  Now  Monsieur  Le  Grand  dis- 
moontB  and  seats  himself  in  the  carriage,  the 
cunning  old  fox  at  Narbimne  wiil  he  ruined 
this  day  at  any  rnle." 

"  I  think  we  niaj  now  safely  enlculate  upon 
that,  did  you  not  see  the  King  take  Monsieur, 
his  brother,  by  the  hand, — he  iimkce  a  signal 
tonarda  you,  Montresor— Jo  look,  Gondi." 

''Look,  aye  \i  is  very  easy  to  say  look,  I 
cannot  see,  my  eyca  are  weak,  so  I  must  trust 
»o  you.    Welt,  w  hat  are  they  doing  now  ?  con- 
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the  welfare  of  my  people,  and  my  iDnoT&tion 
becomes  the  more  bitter  because  it  has  not 
been  appreciated;  they  think  nie  incapable 
because  I  have  been  timid,  and  weak,  because 
I  have  mistrusted  myself;  no  matter,  no  mat** 
ter,  God  sees  and  knows  all." 

^^  Ah  sirci  show  yourself  to  France,  as  yoo 
really  are,  resume  your  usurped  power,  the 
affection  of  the  nation  is  with  you,  return  to 
life  and  remount  the  throne." 

*^  No  !  no  !  my  life  is  on  the  wane,  my  dear 
friend  ;  I  am  not  equal  to  the  task  of  supreme 
power." 

''Sire I  it  is  imagination  alone  which  de^ 
prives  you  of  strength— the  time  has  arrived 
at  last  when  it  is  necessary  that  crime  and 
power  should  cease  to  be  regarded  as  talent, 
and  should  your  voice  be  but  once  raised  to 
announce  that  the  reign  of  virtue  was  about 
to  commence  in  your  own  person,  your  eoe* 
mies  would  fall  before  you  like  dust,  then  the 
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people  woulj  flock  round  and  leiin  upon  the 
r«itU  of  a  king — a  people  whose  warmth  of 
maginalion  lends  bo  quickly  to  all  tlmt  is 
ueaulifuL  The  kiag  your  father  leil  ua  [>y  a 
EDiilc;  what  would  not  one  of  your  tears 
kccuinpliiil]  ?" 

During  tliig  speech  the  excited  king 
chungeJ  countenance  frequenlly ;  he  showed 
evident  eigus  uf  embarmsBQieut,  exhtbiiing 
violent  emotion  iu  which  imbecility  titJugglod 
with  inclination  ;  finding  himself  coiujielled  to 
speak  he  enid — 

"  Hut  consider,  Ciuq  Mnrs,  huw  is  a  minister 
t«  be  diitiuUacd  wiio  lor  the  lust  eii-htecD  juars 
Ims  surrouiided  nic  with  Ins  creatures," 

"  Me  is  not  so  powerful,'*  ausHcrcd  the 
ftlsstpr  of  the  Horse,  *'  for  some  of  hie  preten- 
ded friendtf  will  prove  hia  most  determined 
enemies,  if  you  will  but  give  the  slightest  sig- 
anl  uf  approbation.  The  aaciont  league  of  the 
princes  of  thL>  peaoa  still  lives,  sire,  and  it  is 
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'<  Ah  I  ah  r  eried  Montr^r. 

^'  Well,  '  ah,  ah/  for  what  T  demanded  the 
Abb£  Gondi,  ^'  what  have  you  diacovered  now 
to  laugh  at  ?" 

''  Why,  the  King  has  taken  the  arm  of  Mon- 
sieur. Heaven  be  praised,  gentlemen,  we  see  in 
this  the  downfall  of  the  Cardinal— the  old  bosr 
is  at  bay — who  will  strike  the  blow  ?  he  mnii 
be  thrown  into  the  sea.** 

"  It  is  too  good  for  him,"  said  Olivier,  '^  be 
should  be  tried." 

**  Of  course,"  replied  the  Abb€,  *•  why  now 
it  seems  we  shall  not  lack  for  persons  to  ac- 
cuse a  man  who  has  dared  to  dismiss  a  page 
from  bis  service,"  then  checking  his  horse  to 
allow  Montr^or  and  Olivier  to  pass,  be 
drew  near  to  Monsieur  du  Lude  who  was  in 
serious  conversation  with  two  persons,  aid 
said — 

''In  good  faith.  Sirs  I  feel  almost  tempted  to 
entrust  my  valet  with  this  secret,  I  never  beard 
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■  conspiracy  worse  conducted,  eecrecy  ia 
aieite  in  t\Il  great  enterpriaes;  that  which 
ixcellent  caa  onlj  be  obtained  by  labour  and 
severance.  What  we  have  undertaken  far 
puses  in  brillianoy  anythiog  that  I  ever 
d  of  in  history,  yet  my  opinion  is,  that  all 
1  be  frustrated  by  sheer  folly." 
>arin£r  this  discourse  Bfevcral  large  heavy 
riagea  drawn  by  four  or  bIx  hi)r^(?B  pnssed 
rn  the  thoroughfare  within  three  hantlrod 
es  from  where  this  group  of  gttntlcmcn  had 
:ioaed  theniselve»— the  cnrtaine  were  open 
the  left  side  to  obtain  a  view  of  ihu  King. 
i  Queen   oocupied   the   firat   carriage,   she 

alone  on  one  seat  dressed  in  black  and 
led ;  her  face  was  towarda  the  horses,  op- 
dte  to  her  was  the  Mar^chale  d'BSiat,  while 

Princess  Marie  was  placed  at  tbe   feet  uf 

Qneen,  sitting  apona  low  stuol,  her  dress  and 
c  were  out-side  the  carriage,  suppxrtei)  by  a 
olcovered  with  cloth  of  gold, for  there  were  no 
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doors  at  that  time,  aa  we  have  already  re- 
marked. She  endeavoured  thus  to  watch  the 
gestures  of  the  King  when  she  could  obUun  a 
sight  of  him  between  the  trees,  inclining  her 
head  to  avoid  the  annoyance  occasioned  by  the 
constant  passing  of  the  horses  of  the  Prince 
Palatin  and  his  suite. 

This  northern  Prince  had  been  sent  under 
pretence  of  negotiating  an  important  businefls^ 
but  in  reality  to  prepare  the  Duchess  of 
Mantua  to  marry  the  old  £ing  Uladislas  the 
Sixth,  he  took  every  opportunity  to  display  tt 
the  Court  of  France,  all  the  luxury  and  splen- 
dour of  his  retainers,  who  were  at  that  time 
considered  in  Paris  as  barbarous  and  Aaiatiey 
and  justified  those  appellations  by  their  eastern 
costume.  The  Palatin  of  Poland  was  hand- 
some ;  he  wore,  as  did  his  suite,  a  long,  thick 
beard,  his  head  was  shaved  like  a  Turk  and 
covered  with  a  fur  cap,  a  short  jacket  studded 
with  diamonds  and  rubies  was  also  worn ;  tbrir 
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iM)r838  were  painted  red  and  laden  with  fea- 
thers ;  he  was  followed  by  the  guards  of  Po- 
land dressed  in  uniforms  of  red  and  yellow 
with  long  sleeves  attached,  which  they  allowed 
to  flow  carelessly  from  the  shoulder.  The  noble- 
men who  attended  the  Prince  were  clad  in  bro- 
cade of  gold  and  silver,  a  long  single  lock  of  hair 
flying  with  the  breeze  from  the  back  of  their 
shaven  heads,  gave  them  that  Asiatic  and  Tar- 
tar like  appearance,  as  much  unknown  to  the 
Court  of  Louis  Thirteenth  as  to  that  of  the 
Muscovites  ;  the  ladies  thought  it  barbarous 
and  somewhat  frightfuL 

Marie  de  Gonzague  would  willingly  have 
dispensed  with  the  profound  obeisance  of  this 
foreigner  and  his  suite.  Each  time  he  passed 
he  addressed  her  in  vile  French,  while 
he  mixed  up  in  bid  taste,  the  expres- 
sion of  **  hope'*  and  "  loyalty."  She  found  no 
other  means  of  ridding  herself  of  him  than  by 
putting  her  handkerchief  to  her  nose  repeatedly, 
and  saying  to  the  Queen — 


I" 
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^*  In  truth,  madame,  the  odoar  which  ena- 
DAtes  from  these  northern  gentlemen,  b 
rather  oyerpowering." 

'*  It  would  be  88  well,  however,  if  yon  can 
accustom  yourself  to  ity**  answered  the  Queen 
aomewhat  drily. 

Then  all  at  once  fearing  she  had  gifen 
offence. 

*'  You  must  accustom  yourself  as  we  do/ 
said  she  with  gaiety^  ^'  and  you  know  how 
disagreeable  those  nuisances  are  to  me.  Moo* 
sieur  Mazurin  told  me  not  long  ago  that  my 
punishment,  when  in  purgatory,  would  be  to 
breathe  foul  air,  and  be  wrapt  in  Holland 
sheets." 

In  spite  of  her  attempts  to  the  contrary,  tbe 
Queen  became  low-spirited  and  sunk  into 
silenoe.  She  reclined  towards  the  back  of  tbe 
coach,  threw  her  mantle  oyer  her,  and  exhibited 
no  sign  of  motion  excepting  that  which  wu 
occasioned   by  the  swaying  of   tbe  oarrisg^ 
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Mario  whose  whole  attentioD  was  nttractetl  by 
the  morcniente  of  the  Kin?,  whispered  every 
now  aaj  then  to  the  Marechaie  d'Effiat ;  each 
^ndearourect  to  soothe  the  other  by  expressions 
ihey  did  not  feel. 

"  Madame,  I  congratulate  you.  Monaipur  le 
Graod  U  seated  close  to  the  King  ;  may  he 
never  be  further  from  him." 

Then  Marie  was  silent  for  sometime,  as  the 
Bowh  rolled  moumfully  over  the  wet  road  and 
dead  leaves. 

"  Yes,  I  perceive  it  with  much  g;ratiltcation ; 
the  King  is  so  kiDi),"  said  the  Marechaie,  eigh- 
ioE  deeply  at  the  same  time. 

Tlicn  again  there  was  a  long  eilence— they 
looked  at  each  other — both  were  in  (ears — 
neither  had  coiiraj^e  to  §peak,  and  Marie  hold- 
ing down  her  head,  saw  nothing  but  the  broken 
wrth  thrown  up  hy  the  wheels  of  the  cnrriage  ; 
"  sad  foreboding  seemed  to  fill  her  soul,  and 
although  there  was  within  her  view  the  brilU- 
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ant  sight  of  the  first  Court  in  Europe  at  the 
feet  of  him  she  loved— yet  fear  had  taken 
possession  of  her,  and  dark  preeentimenta 
haunted  her  imagination. 

All  at  once  a  horse  passed  by  in  full  speed ; 
she  lifted  her  eyes  and  could  just  discern 
the  countenance  of  Cinq  Mans,  he  did  not 
look  towards  her,  he  was  pale  ma  a  corpse ;  she 
looked  after  him  in  terror — she  saw  him  stop 
in  the  centre  of  a  group  of  horsemen  who  pro- 
ceeded the  carriages,  and  who  received  him  with 
t|ieir  hats  off;  a  moment  afterwards  he  rode 
towards  a  copse  accompanied  by  one  of  the 
men,  at  the  same  time  casting  a  look  at  the 
carriage  as  it  passed ;  he  appeared  to  give  some 
papers  to  his  companion  as  they  disappeared 
in  the  wood  ;  a  fog  prevented  anything  more 
from  being  observed.  It  was  one  of  those  mists 
so  common  on  the  banks  of  the  Loire,  the  sun 
was  of  the  color  of  blood,  and  was  obscured  for 
half  an  hour  by  a  veil  so  thick,  that  Marie 
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could  scarcely  distinguish  the  leading  horses  of 
ihe  carriage,  while  the  men  who  passed  at  a 
short  distance  had  the  appearance  of  grey 
shadows.  Thi^  cold  mist  was  accompanied  by 
a  drizzling  rain. 

The  Queen  desired  the  fair  Princess  to  sit 
nexttoher^  and  they  returned  towards  Chambord 
at  a  slow  pace.  The  sound  of  horns  was  now 
heard  recalling  the  scattered  hounds,  huntsmen 
passed  rapidly  by  the  carriage  seeking  their 
way  and  shoutings-Marie  could  distinguish 
nothing  but  the  head  of  a  horse,  or  a  shadow 
looming  now  and  then  through  the  wood,  she 
endeavjored  to  hear  what  was  the  subject  of 
conversation,  yet  could  not — her  heart  beat 
violently  notwithstanding,  when  she  caught  the 
words — 

*'  Cinq  Mars !  the  King  desires  to  see  Cinq 
Mars;  where  can  the  Master  of  the  Uorsc  be?'* 
uttered  by  some  one  passing  rapidly. 

These  simple  words  caused  Marie  to  shudder, 
&  5 
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lor  her  affected  mind  gaye  them  a  terrible 
meaning,  and  they  occupied  her  thoogbtB  doriog 
their  retam  to  the  castle  again. 

At  the  extremity  of  the  forest,  however, 
near  Montfrault,  were  two  wandering  hone- 
men  tired  with  seeking  their  way  to  the  castle 
through  the  paths  in  the  woods ;  they  bad  just 
halted  by  the  side  of  a  pond,  when  eight  or  tea 
men  rushed  from  a  copse  and  surrounded  them ; 
and  before  they  could  use  their  weapons  pinioned 
their  arms  and  legs,  and  seized  the  bridles  of 
the  hoFBCs  so  as  to  render  them  powerless,  at 
tiie  same  time  a  harsh  voice  shouted  through 
the  fog. 

''Are  you  Royalists  or  Cardinalists?  ciy 
'long  live  M.  Le  Grand,'  or  you  are  dead 
men." 

''Scoundrels  l**  cried  the  first  cavalier,  endea- 
vouring to  get  at  his  holsters,  who  was  no  other 
than  Cinq  Mars,  himself.  ^'  I  will  have  yon 
hanged  for  making  use  of  my  name." 
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"  Dios  es  ed  Senor,"  shouted  the  snme 
harah  voice. 

In  aD  inataot  the  mea  quitted  their  bold, 
and  concealed  themselves  in  tbe  wood,  a  bois- 
t«Tous  laugh  followed,  when  a  single  man 
approached  Cinq  Mars. 

"Amigo,  do  you  not  know  me,  this  is  a  jest 
of  Jacques,  the  Spanish  captain." 

Fontrailles,  the  other  cavalier,  drew  near 
and  wliiapered  to  the  master  of  the  borxe. 

"This  is  a  likely  fellon — I  would  advise 
you  to  employ  him,  we  must  not  throw  a  single 
chance  away." 

"Listen  to  what  I  have  to  tell  you,"  said 
Jacques  de  LaubardiimoQt,  "and  let  us  speak 
fclunlly,  1  am  not  for  act  phrases,  like  my 
father.  1  forget  not  that  you  have  done  me  good 
ffenricc,  and  that  you  have  been  of  use  to  me  I 
you  alivayd  have  been  so  without  being  aware 
of  it,  fur  I  have  somewhat  increased  my  fortune 
by  taking  tidvantage  of  your  patty  disturbaucee- 
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found  my  being  so  near  sighted,  tell  me  now 
at  once,  what  are  they  all  about?" 

Montr^r  replied — 

'^  Now  the  King  inclines  his  head  towards  die 
Due  de  Bouillon,  again  he  spettkSf  his  actioa 
is  emphatic— oh  I  he  will  be  the  new  ACn- 
ister." 

''  He  will  be  the  Minister,"  said  Fontraillea. 

*'  He  will  be  the  Minister/'  echoed  Monsieur 
the  Count  du  Lude. 

'*  There  can  no  longer  be  a  doubt  of  it,** 
cried  MontrSsor. 

^*  I  hope  in  that  case  that  I  shall  obtain  a 
regiment,  and  marry  my  cousin,"  added  Olivier 
d'Entraigues, 

.  The  Ahb6  de  Gt)ndi  enjoyed  a  chuckling 
laugh,  while  he  kept  his  eyes  fixed  upon  the 
clouds,  and  broke  forth  with  a  stanza  of  a  hunt- 
ing song. 

^'  I  believe,  gentlemen,"  said  he  when  he 
had  concluded,  ^*  that  you  all  see  much  deeper 
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into  the  year  of  Grace,  1642,  for  Monsieur  de 
Booitloalma  asllttle  cbance  of  becoming  Minis- 
ter aslhave,  although  he  has  been  embraced  by 
the  King;  1  pUce  much  reliance  neverthelees 
on  his  grace's  vast  and  stupid  city  of  Sedan ; 
•a  a  place  of  refuge  it  will  be  very  con- 
Tenieot." 

Montr^or  and  bis  friends  were  too  much 
attracted  by  what  waa  taking  place  in  the 
EiDg's  carriage  to  notice  the  remarks  of  the 
Abbe  de  Gondi,  their  conversation  continued. 

•'  There,  do  you  perceive  ?  now  Monsieur  le 
Grand  has  the  reins  and  is  driving." 

The  Abbfi  began  another  stanzu  of  a  eong. 
"  The  appearance  of  all  this  is  oatisfactory," 
sail  Fontraillee,  "  I  ehall  not  now  be  com- 
pelled by  Monsieur  to  carry  hia  treaty  to 
Madrid,  I  am  not  sorry  for  that  at  any  rate, 
it  iruuld  be  a  dangerous  undertaking,  the  paea 
of  the  Pyrenees  is  do  very  easy  task,  and  the 
Cardiaal  commanda  the  road." 

▼OL.    tl.  « 
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still  stand  high  at  court,  who  have  sUin 
their  enemies  vith  their  own  hands  in  the 
open  streets  of  Paris,  while  you  hesitate  to 
get  rid  of  a  very  wretch ; — Bichelieu  has  Us 
rascals  in  his  pay ;  you  must  have  yonra  I 
cannot  see  what  scruples  you  ought  to  have  T 

^^  Do  not  disturb  him,"  said  Jacques,  roofchly. 
'^  I  know  all  about  it.  I  thought  as  he  does 
when  I  was  a  child,  before  I  had  my  witi 
about  me,  but  what  is  there  in  killing  a  fnar? 
I  have  som3thing  to  say  besides  that." 

Then  turning  towards  Cinq  Mars,  *'  Listen** 
continued  the  freebooter,  **  when  folks  conqure, 
the  object  is  to  accomplish  the  death  or  down* 
fall  of  some  one— Eh  ?" 

A  pause  ensued. 

<*In  such  a  case  we  become  at  variance  with 
the  good,  and  fit  companions  for  the  evil  one— 
Eh? 

*'  Secundo,  as  it  is  said  at  Sorbonne— we  may 
as  well  be  hanged  for  a  sheep  as  a  lamb—Eh? 
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"  £rgo,  whether  we  kill  a  tbousaiid  or  only 
DC,  it  becomes  a  matter  of  indidcreQce  1 
)me  i  defy  you  to  coatradlct  that  I" 
"  Vou  could  not  have  spuktin  more  to  the 
iTpoae  my  learned  professor  of  cut-throats," 
id Fontraillea,  half  laughing,  "and  I  perceive 
iBt  we  shall  have  ia  you  a  most  excellent 
'ttvelliog  companion.  I  will  take  you  with 
e  to  Spain  if  you  will  go." 
"  I  know  very  well  that  you  are  about  to 
invey  the  treaty  there,"  replied  Jacques, 
and  X  will  conduct  you  over  the  Pyrenees  by 
laees  unknown  to  man,  but  I  never  ahall  for- 
iTe  o  yaelf  if  I  do  not  wring  the  neck  of 
ut  old  goat  we  must  leave  behind  ne — once 
lore  Monsieur  le  Grand,"  added  he  with  an 
KUmed  ;ur  of  compunction,  while  addressing 
'iuq  \iHrs, "  if  you  are  blessed  with  any  religion, 
lo  not  deny  or  contradict  the  words  of  our 
heological  fathers,  llurtado  de  Mendozn,  and 
^chez,  who  have  proved  that  an  eneuiy  may 
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be  dispoeeil  quietly,  by  which  two  mortal  situ 
are  ayoided)  and  which  are,  ezposing  your  own 
life  and  fighting  a  dneL  I  have  always  derived 
consolation  from  this  principle.*^ 

**  Be  dlent  and  leave  me,"  interrapted  Cinq 
Mars,  in  a  voice  almost  stifled  with  emotion. 
^*  My  mind  is  engaged  on  more  weighty 
affidrs." 

^^  Not  more  important  perhaps ;"  said  Foo'- 
trailles,  ^*  they  must  be  weighty  matters 
indeed,  which  now  stand  between  us  and  our 
fate.*' 

**  When  a  subject  has  been  betrayed  he  has 
just  cause  of  complaint,"  continued  D'Effiati 
in  a  severe  tone.  ^*  Well^then,  war,  civil  war ! 
to  this  am  I  urged  onwards  I  Perish  the  state 
-^perish  twenty  kingdoms  since  it  must  be  so ; 
we  have  no  need  to  hesitate  at  trifles  when 
the  King  betrays  his  subjects." 
He  took  Fontrailles  apart. 
*'  I  had  given  you  no  further  instruotioiM 
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than  to  prepare  for  our  retreat  ntiil  Cor  that  of  our 
escort  in  case  the  king  itbould  iiljuuilon  ourcuuise. 
I  dill  dot  intend  you  ahouU  leave  ao  sood, 
but  I  BOW  see  the  lueaaing  irf  his  [ireteoiled 
friendship ;  jou  must  depart  at  once,  fur  the 
king  in  hia  last  conversalion  auid  he  should  pro- 
ceed lo  Perpignan — I  fe*r  he  uieand  Naibgnne 
—he  is  about  to  surrender  hiuiGelf  almost 
a  priauuer  to  the  Cardinal ;  here  are  a  few 
additioDal  letters,  and  likewise  the  ireaty,  gu, 
go  at  once ;  you  will  find  the  signatures  under 
assumed  names;  here  is  the  counteraigo,  it 
hears  the  names  of  ihe  Due  do  Bouillon  und 
myself.  The  Count  Duo  d'Orleuns  requires 
no  more — here  are  likewise  the  blanks  for  the 
Due  of  Orleans,  which  you  can  till  up  when 
convenieot ;  go  at  once,  and  in  u  month  I  trill 
await  you  at  Perpignan.  I  wilt  cause 
Sedan  to  be  immediately  re^dy  for  the  recep- 
tion of  seventeen  thousand  Spiiniarde  recently 
WiM  irom  Flanders." 
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Then  approaching  the  freebooter. 

'^  Ab  for  you  my  brave  fellow,  eince  you  have 
beoome  a  captain,  I  charge  you  to  give  asocyri 
to  this  gentleman  to  Madrid,  you  shall  be 
amply  recompensed.'' 

Jacques  twisted  his  monstacbioa  while  he 
replied. 

"  You  do  not  dii^graoe  yourself  by  employ- 
ing me;  you  only  show  your  tact  and  just 
discernment^.  Do  you  know  that  the  great 
queen  Christine  of  Sweden  wished  me  to  be- 
come one  of  her  Privy  CounoiL  She  had 
been  brought  up  in  the  very  sound  of  cannoo, 
by  her  father  Gustavus  Adolphus,  the  lion  of 
the  north.  She  loved  both  the  smell  of  powder 
and  brave  men— yet  I  refused  to  serve  her 
because  she  was  a  Huguenote.  I  possess  certun 
principles  which  I  never  throw  aside.  Tboi 
for  instance,  I  here  swear  by  Saint  Jaoqon 
that  I  will  conduct  this  gentleman  over  tbe 
Pyrenees  to  Oleron  as  safely  as  through  tbeie 
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vttodB,  and  I  will  defend  bim  aguiast  the  devil 
faimself,  should  he  cross  our  path,  na  well  as  his 
papers,  oeither  shall  receive  iojnrj'.  As  for 
Kcompease,  I  require  none,  the  action  is  in 
itHlfBoflicient,  besides  I  never  receive  money, 
although  I  take  it  sometimes.  I  am  a  gettile- 
man !  the  house  of  LaubardemoDt  is  of  ancient 
and  gentle  blood." 

"  Aflleu  then,'"  »aid  Cinq  Mnr?,  ironicallv — 
"now  let  us  part." 

After  havinr;  firmly  cla&ped  the  hiind  of 
Fonlrailles,  ths  master  of  the  horse  forced 
himself  away,  and  with  a  sigh,  proceeded 
through  the  vrood  to  retrace  his  steps  towards 
Ibe  castle  of  Chnrobonl. 
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CHAPTER   IX. 


THB     LirERATI. 


One  evening,  ahortly  after  the  events  detailed 
in  the  last  chapter^  numerous  carriages  were 
observed  to  draw  up  under  the  gateway  of  a 
small  mansion  at  the  corner  of  the  Place 
Royale,  the  neighbours  opened  their  windovrs 
to  indulge  their  curiosityi  and  the  patrol  looked 
suspiciously,  but  retired  when  they  observed 
ten  or  a  dozen  running  footmen,  bearing  torches 


CODRT    IHTBtOCES. 


213 


escort  each  carriage.  Amongst  other  vbiterB, 
m  young  man  dressed  in  the  extreme  of  fashton, 
nod  followed  by  three  lacqueys  drove  up  and 
deinaaded  Alademoiaelle  de  Lorme ;  he  wore 
»  long  rapier,  which  wae  orDamented  nith  roae 
colored  ribbon — enormous  bows  of  the  same 
iDBteriat  wore  fastened  on  Ms  high  heeled  ehocs 
and  almost  hid  bis  feet  from  sight,  but  which  he 
turned  out  exceedingly  as  he  walked  along, 
ticoordiDg  to  the  fashion  then  in  vogue ;  he 
enoothed  down  a  small,  curly  mouBtache,  and 
arranged  his  light  colored  pointed  beard  before 
entering  (he  saloon.  As  soon  as  he  was  an- 
nounced,  a  clear  voice  exclaimed— 

"  Here  he  is  at  last !  he  has  made  us  wait  to 
eome  jmrpoBSi  Come  in,  come  in,  without 
ceremony ;  take  your  seat  and  begin.' 

Tins  was  uttered  by  a  youthful  and  joyous 
lookiuj;  Indy  about  twenty  four  years  of  age, 
tall  and  handsome,  not  ivitha  tan  ding  that  her 
ccmi'Iexiun    was  of   an  olive   tinge,   and   her 


214  C0I7BT    IN9IUQUB& 

black  hair  naturally  much  frixzed;  her  mannen 
were  maaculine,  arising  perhaps  from  the  soci* 
ety  she  usually  kept,  which  consisted  entirely 
of  gentlemen — her  conyersation  was  rather 
animated  than  cheerful,  and  its  turn  frequently 
caused  a  meaning  smile  to  her  listeners;  she 
was  mentally  gay,  if  one  can  make  use  of  sach 
an  expression,  for  her  countenance  was  inca- 
pable of  a  smile,  and  her  large,  blue  eyes  and 
coal  black  hair  gave  her  a  strange,  uncouth 
a*ppearance.  Desbarreaux,  -for  that  was  the 
name  of  the  young  man  she  addressed,  kissed 
her  hand  with  affected  gallantry,  and  paraded 
her  round  the  room,  talking  very  earnestly  all 
the  time  ;  thirty  persons  were  assembled,  some 
seated  in  arm-chairs,  others  standing  near  the 
chimney-piece,  and  the  remainder  chatting  toge- 
therin  the  embrasures  of  the  windows— some  ef 
ihe  company,  obscure  men  at  that  period, 
now  rank  among  the  most  illustrious- 
others     then    deemed    illustrious,    are    no«r 
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Utterly  forgotten.  Desbarreaux  saluted  D'Au- 
bijonx,  de  Brion,  de  Montmort,  and  otiier  cele- 
brated iadividuals  of  the  time  with  great 
respect,  and  eliook  hanJa  with  de  Montereul, 
de  Sinaond,  de  Malleville,  Baro,  Gombauld 
and  other  soi  dlsant  learned  men,  almost  all  of 
whom  were  conaiderp'l  the  great  men  in  the 
umals  of  the  academy,  called  the  "Academy 
of  Art,"  afterwards  the  "  EmineDt  Aca- 
dem-,"  tvhioh  they  had  establialied— .i  patro- 
oiaing  nod  was  awarded  to  Comeille,  who  was 
diacoursiDg  in  une  corner  of  the  room,  with  a 
stranger  and  a  young  foreigner,  whom  he  had 
introduced  Ig  the  Uiiolresi  of  ihe  house — the 
former  was  Poquelin,  better  known  as  Moliere, 
the  Inticr  John  Milton  the  English  poet  who 
was  then  passing  through  Paris,  from  Italy  to 
hts  native  country.  It  wae  a  strange  sight  lor 
this  Engliahroan  to  observe  the  manners  of  these 
literati,  at  one  time  qnarrelling  with  the 
grea[e«tbitterne88,ibcnenibr.iciDg,and  uttering 
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the  most  fulsome  and  grotesque  compliments,  or 
quoting  each  others'  works  in  praise  or  derision. 
^*  Is  that  you,  most  illustrious  Baro  ?"  cried 
Desbarreanx,  ^^  I  have  read  your  last  stanzas, 
how  delightful  they  are — what  glow— what 
tenderness  T 

^' Tenderness  r  interrupted  Marion  de  Lorme 
"  Have  you  ever  visited  that  district— no,  nor 
the  Village  of  Talent  or  that  of  Epigram,  yon 
have  not  travelled  so  far  on  Scud^ry's  intel- 
lectual Map  I  if  the  worthy  governor  of  Notre 
Dame  de  la  Garde,  (turning  to  Scud^ry)  would 
show  us  his  newly  invented  chart,  I  will  point 
out  exactly  where  you  are  I" 

Scudery  rose  with  much  solemnity  and,  un- 
rollidg  a  sort  of  geographical  map,  he  said  in 
the  most  pedantic  tone  possible : — '^  This  map 
is  of  a  curious  description,  and  as  there  are 
strange  people  in  the  world,  I  take  upon  me  to 
any  there  ate  some  who  may  have  looked  at  it 
but  have  not  the  wit  to  understand  it  t    Look 
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ye,  gentlemen,  this  is  the  road  one  must  take 
to  proceed  from  '  Friendship'  to  '  Tertdemess.' 
Noiv  mark  me  I  as  ia  common  maps  we  any 
"Comes  OD  the  eea  of  looia,"  or  "  Cumes  on  the 
Tjrrhiansea"80we8ay'7Vn(fCT7iM«on/nc/;Kafton,' 
'  Tmdemets  on  htteem'  '  Tenderness  on  Grati- 
tude^ and  »o  forth,  Now  to  attain  the  end 
of  the  journey  I  epoke  of,  you  must  begin 
l)y  traversing  the  villngea  of  '  Geiierosih/,' 
'  Panctualitt/,'  and  ^  Small  polite  attentions." 

"What  a  splendid  ideal"  interrupted  Des- 
borreaox,  "  ah  I  ha,  true — here's  the  very  spot, 
there  stands  the  village  of  '  Small  polite  alten- 
tiom,'  and  here  are  the  hamlets  of  *  Soft 
inumdocs,'  and  '  Love  letters.'  " 

"Moet  ingenious  I"  exclaimed  all  the  lUue- 
trioiu  men,  gatlieriug  round." 

'*  Aad  then,"  continued  the  pedant,  elated 

ly  this  success,  '*  yon  see  you  must  pass  close 

by  the  towns  of  '  Co/nplaiiancc'  and  '  Smsibility' 

if  you  do  not  take  this  route  you  run  the  risk 

Vol,   II.  L 
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of  losing  yoarself  in  the  qaagmires  of  '  Loke- 
warmness,'  and  '  Forgetf  ulness/and  perhaps  sink 
over  head  and  ears  into  the  slough  of  Perfect 
indifference/*' 

''  Young  Poquelin  looked  on  with  a  melan- 
choly smile,  and  asked,  ''  pray  what  is  the  ne 
of  all  that,  Monsieur  de  Scudery  ?^ 

All  turned  and  looked  contemptuously  at 
the  young  poet  who  retired  abashed^  but  happy 
in  his  recollections  of  ^*k$prieieugesridieuks^' 
.  Desbarreaux  was  now  about  to  begin  his 
recitation  when  Marion  de  L')rme  cried  oot, 
'^  you  must  not  give  us  your  talented  Tsnea 
till  Henri  d'EfBat  the  master  of  the  hor^  and 
his  party  arrive ;  but  here  is  a  young  Eoglisb* 
man  who  no  doubt  will  be  happy  to  fill  up  the 
vacuum.  I  have  heard  that  he  has  written  • 
poem — ^but  I  do  not  know  the  subject— per* 
haps  he  will  repeat  some  stanzas  of  it  for  our 
amusement.  Many  of  you  understand  Eogliabi 
and  here  are  translations  of  parts  for  those 
who  do  not." 
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She  distributed  them  while  speaking, 
md  the  company  received  them  with  the 
vidity  of  gourmnDds,  to  criticise.  After 
ome  little  demur  the  young  poet  advanced — 
e  leant  hla  elhow  on  the  tiible,  and  covered 
is  eyes  with  hia  hand  as  if  to  recollect  hia 
Min;  his  audiiora  were  at  once  turned  into 
rilica,  which  character  showed  itself  curiously 
n  the  contemptuous  but  self-satisfied  expres- 
ioD  of  their  conntcntincea — some  few  however 
»e  the  poet  a  look  of  encouragement;  his 
dice  became  dearer  soon  after  he  began  to 
Kite,  and  when  once  warm  in  hia  euhjeot,  the 
bole  e:cpre33ion  of  lita  fuoe  changed,  and 
'hh  his  eyes  raised  to  heaven  he  looked  like 
at  famons  painting  of  Sniut  John  the  Evan- 
elist,  created  by  Raphael— he  seleclad  his '  Para- 
ise  Lost,'  and  began  with  the  opening  stanzas. 
During  a  short  ptusc  in  which  slight  mur- 
itirtof  disapprub-iiiunwcreSeard,  Monjieur  be 
iontr&nr,  and  D'Entraignes  were  announced, 
-they  took  their  seats  noiscleasly — the  poem 
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i^fas  evidently  not  to  tbe  taste  of  the  majority, 
-^but  three  persons  came  near  Milton— these 
were  Moli^re,  Corncille  and  a  gentleman  in 
military  costume.  Corneille  whispered, 
**  Change  the  scene  my  friend,  your  audi- 
tors have  not  sufficient  mind  fur  tbe  appreci- 
ation of  this  sublime  picture.'' 

The  officer  pressed  the  poet's  hand,  and  said, 
**I  admire  your  style  and  subject  from  my 
souir 

The  astonished  Englishman  returned  his 
salutations  most  cordially.  He  then  con- 
tinued his  recitation  from  those  lines  describiog 
the  garden  of  Eden,  and  satan's  first  sight  of 
Adam  and  Eve. 

This  picture  drew  involuntary  tears  from 
Marion  de  Lorme,  the  poetry  filled  her  with 
serious  thoughts,  and  the  idea  of  love  and  virtue 
combined,  appeared  to  her  fur  the  first  lime, 
in  all  its  beauty,  she  stood  absorbed  in  delight- 
ful meditation,-  Corneille,   iMoliire  and  tbe 
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ifficer  continaed  Iheir  tulaiiriDg  obBervatioDs, 
>at  Deslisrreaux  cried  out  "  pah,  'tis  enou"^ 
0  give  one  the  heart  ache  1" — "Not  one  word  of 
he  eubliine  pastiion  P  aaid  Scudery,  with  the 
itmost  frigidity,  "Where  is  the  Immortal  VtK" 
exclaimed  Baro,  "and  Ariadoe  and  Aatrea," 
ailed  out  Godeau  !  thna  the  whole  clique  of 
:ritics  gave  their  opinioos,  but  they  took  care 
the  poet  should  not  hear  them ; — during  this 
nlloquy  Da  Thou  was  annaunced,  and  enter- 
ing he  slipped  behind  Corneille  and  th« 
officer. 

Milton  now  took  up  another  part  of  the 
subject,  and  narrated  the  arrival  of  the  angel 
in  the  garden  ;  but  he  bad  not  proceeded  far 
before  the  literati  broke  out  with  exclamations 
of  the  blasphemy,  and  false  taste  of  the  poet, 
and  Corneille  whispered  in  his  ear.  "  If  you 
viflh  for  present  glory,  this  poem  will  scarcely 
suit  your  purpose ;  we  are  not  sufficiently  ad- 
vanced,— you  write  for  posterity. 
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^^What  is  present  glorj  to  me,"  answered 
Milton,  **  should  my  verses  not  be  appreciated 
for  a  century,  I  am  content." 

'^I  greatly  admire  the  whole  stnictore  of 
your  poem,"  said  the  officer,  '^  I  see  in  it  the 
being  whose  image  I  have  ever  had  in  my 
inmost  souL" 

^^Who  speaks  so  energetically?"  aaked 
Milton. 

*^  My  name  is  R€n€  Descartes,"  replied  the 
officer  modestly. 

^^ Indeed!"  cried  de  Thou,  **are  you  tiieo 
the  gifted  author  of  ^^  Les  Principes  ?" 

^'  I  am  the  author  of  that  work,"  replied 
be. 

The  surprise  of  De  Thou  was  great  in 
finding  the  author  of  so  great  a  work,  a  mili- 
tary man,  a  class  at  that  period  so  seldooi 
having  taste  for  serious  occupation,  and  be 
pressed  the  hand  of  the  youthful  sage  of 
Touraine    with    fervour,  and    beckoning    to 
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Oomeille  and  Molier^  they  retired  tii  a  eii.&ll 
Fecess,  Hnd  (hero  in  conversstioa  acemet]  to 
forget  that  there  were  any  other  {leraoas  in 
the  world  but  theiuselre^. 

Two  hours  liad  thus  pRBsed  nway  and 
daociag  had  b^an,  nheu  a  very  young  and 
mcMt  exquisitely  formed  lady,  holding  a  large 
fitn*  like  a  eoepire,  and  eurrounded  by  a  dozen 
youag  men,  passed  dose  to  and  dealro^'ed  the 
exclDsiveness  of  this  small  intellectual  party. 

"  Adieu  my  friends,"  said  De  Thou,  "  1 
retire  to  give  place  to  the  beautiful  De- 
moiselle de  I'Enclos,  and  her  admirers." 

''  Nay  you  alarm  inc,'  aaid  ehc,  amiliug, 
•*  eucb  a  party  of  studious  faces — you  are  more 
like  conspiralore,  I  declare." 

"  Pcrhopa  we  are  mure  likely  to  become  so," 
cxclaiuicd  Oliver  D'Eutmignes,  with  a  low 
bow. 

"  You  conspire  against  me  I"  replied  Ninon, 
but,  ftllowiuj!  him  at  the  same  time  to  take  her 
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hand,  and  admiring  herself  in  a  glass,  while 
permitting  another  cavalier  to  hold  the  other, 
she  played  off  the  most  finished  lurs  of  t 
coquette  on  the  surrounding  company. 

De  Thou  thought  it  time  to  make  his  escape, 
but  in  descending  the  principal  staircase^ 
Gondi  ran  against  him»  having  just  arrived; 
the  Abb^  said  *^  my  friend,  whither  do  yoo 
go  ?  you  belong  to  our  party  you  know,  those 
strangers  and  learned  men  may  depart,  but 
you  remain  with  us ; — is  it  ail  over  ?** 

'^  All  over  ?  I  think  so  I  for  now  that  the 
dancing  is  begun  there  will  be  no  further  red- 
tations.**  ^ 

^'Becitations!  poohj  nonsense^  the  oaths,  the 
oaths  1*'  whispered  the  Abbe. 

''  Oaths,  what  oaths  ?  asked  De  Thou.*' 

"  Is  Cinq  Mars  arrived  ?" 

"  I  thought  I  caught  sight  of  him  once,  bat 
he  is  either  not  yet  come  or  gone." 

'*  Gone  I  oh^  no^  no,  come  you  with  me,  I 
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will  sKow   him  to  you,  it  is  impoeuble  I  can 
let  you  off,  so  come  along  my  friend.' 

I>«  Tbou,  still  iriesolntfl,  followed  the  Abb^, 
who  opening  tbe  doors  of  two  small  rooms, 
pmssed  tbroi^h  and  disappeared  down  a  back 
steircase^as  tbe;  advanced  they  heard  men's 
Toices;  Gondi  poshed  aside  a  door  and  an 
unexpected  sight  presented  itself  to  De  Thoa ; 
the  apartment  he  was  now  about  to  enter 
seemed  to  be  any  thing  but  a  place  of  rendez- 
Tous;  on  one  side  was  a  handsomely  carved 
and  richly  gilt  bedstead,  with  hanging  curtains, 
and  surmounted  by  a  handsome  plume  of 
feathere,  and  wsi  further  decorated  with  lace 
and  maslin  :  all  the  furniture  in  the  room  was 
bumiehed  and  set  off  with  a  grey  eilk  border- 
ing ;  square  pieces  of  velvet  were  spread 
on  the  carpet  at  the  foot  of  each  easy 
chair;  small  looking  glasses  fixed  the  one  to  the 
other  with  silver  hinges,  made  up  one  large 
mirror  ;  do  disturbing  sound  could  penetrate 
L  5 
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this  delightful  retreat,  bat  the  thoughts  aad 
actions  of  those  now  present  were  far  from 
harmonising  with  such  an  apartment  A 
number  of  men,  whom  De  Thou  was  well 
acquainted  with,  as  beli>nging  to  the  Court 
and  Army,  filled  the  room  and  spread  theoh 
selves  OTW  a  still  lai^er  apartment  farther  on ; 
they  were  most  anxiously  watching  what  was 
taking  place  in  the  smaller  room,  where  ten 
young  men  were  assembled,  who,  holding  their 
swords  with  tlie  points  to  the  ground,  stood 
round  a  table ;  they  had  just  then  sworn  to 
be  true  to  the  cause  for  w'hich  they  had  met, 
and  oSbred  Cinq  Man  their  devoted  services ; 
he  stood  alone,  with  his  arms  crossed,  and 
appeared  absorbed  in  reflection.  Near  iiioi 
stood  Marion  de  Lorme,  who  had  then  latelj 
presented  these  gentlemen  to  him. 

As  soon  as  Cinq  Mars  perceived  De  ThoUf 
he  rushed  towards  the  door  as  if  to  forbid  hu 
entry,  and  casting  a  ferocious  look  on  Gondii 
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wised  hifl  friend  by  both  arms  and  held  him 
at  the  threshold. 

"  What  do  you  here  f"  enid  he  fiercely,  "  who 
bu  dared  to  bring  you  to  this  place  ?" 

"  Why  are  yon  here  youreelf,  Cinq  Mars  ? 
what  do  I  eee  going  on  in  this  mansion?" 

"  You  merely  see  the  couiequences  of  what 
yon  know — but  retire  at  once— this  air  is 
poison  to  all  within  the  chamber." 

"  Nay,"  answered  De  Thou  calmly,  "'tis  too 
Ute,  I  have  been  seen — what  inferences  would 
they  not  draw  ?" 

This  dialogue  was  spoken  burridly  and  in  a 
half  whisper ;  at  (he  last  words,  De  Thou  push- 
ing past  his  friend,  entered  the  room  and  step- 
ped firmly  across  to  the  chimoey-piece. 

Cinq  Mars  was  much  annoyed  at  this  ioci- 
dent,  he  sat  down  to  recover  his  temper— soon 
becoming  more  calm,  he  rose  and  continued 
the  address  interrupted  by  his  friend's  sudden 
entrance. 
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"  Be  jon  then  on  onr  side,  gentlemen)  there 
is  no  need  of  further  mystery— when  a  strong 
mind  seizes  an  idea,  it  is  prepared  to  follow  it 
out  through  all  its  consequences— your  courage 
is  now  called  on  to  sustain  a  greater  weight 
than  any  caused  by  Court  intrigues,  and  you 
have  to  thank  me  for  the  occasion  ;  instead  of 
a  conspiracy,  I  offer  you  a  war — a  glorious  war! 
Monsieur  de  Bouillon  has  already  taken  ius 
departure  for  the  army  in  Italy  ;  two  days 
hencG|  and  before  the  King  can  start,  1  shall 
go  to  Perpignan ;  join  yourselves  then  to  me, 
for  the  royalists  there  await  our  coming  with 
avidity,*'  he  turned  round  and  saw  beaming 
looks  on  all  sides,  he  continued  in  a  serioos 
tone — *^  Yes,  my  friends,  a  war  !  think  well  of 
it — an  open  war!  La  Rochelle  and  La  Na- 
varre are  preparing  for  a  revival  of  their  re- 
formed tenets,  the  army  of  Italy  will  enter 
the  country  on  one  side,  the  King's  brother 
joins  us  from  another,  and  thus  that  wicked, 
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overbearing  priest  shall  be  surrounded — cod- 
qoered —  destroj-cd  I  the  Parliament  will  march 
iothe  rear,  beariag  their  peliiiooa  to  the  King, 
and  after  the  victory  we  will  throw  ourselves 
ftt  OUT  sovereign's  feet,  and  liue  for  pardon  for 
iMving  delivered  him  from  Wta  greatest  encoiy, 
from  that  too  ambitious  minister,"  Cinq  Murs 
perceived  a  growing  enthusiasm  in  his  audience. 
"  Whaty  continued  he  with  warmth,  cross- 
iag  his  nrois  and  restraining  hia  own  violent 
feelings,  "  Do  you  not  recede  before  a  plan 
all  other  mea  would  designate  a  revolution? 
ThicJc  you  I  have  not  abused  the  groat  power 
yon  have  placed  in  my  hands?  I  have  indeed 
carried  matters  to  a  great  extent,  but  there  are 
times  when  Kings  roust  be  aided  in  spite  of 
themselves — all  is  now  ready  fur  our  enterprise 
— S^aa  will  open  its  gates  to  us,  and  we  are 
lure  of  Spain— twelve  thousand  veterans  will 
follow  UB  even  to  Paris  1  but  no  cily  is  open  to 
the   foreigner,   all   must  be  garrisoned  by  our 
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own  troopsy  and  taken  possessian  of  in  the 
name  of  his  Majesty." 

^'Long  live  the  King!  Sacceas  to  the 
Union  t  the  New  Union  !  the  Holy  Leagner 
cried  the  young  men  of  the  assembly. 

^^  Now  then,  the  time  is  come  V*  cried  Cinq 
Mars  with  energetic  enthusiasm,    ^*  here  at 
length  dawns  the  most  glorious  day  of  life— 
oh !  youth,  youths  for  ever  termed  improvident 
and  carelesft^-^who  shall  accuse  you  in  our  day? 
with  a  Chief  of  twenty  two  yearsof  age,  hasthere 
been  conceived,  nurtured  and  about  to  be  pat  in 
execution  the  vastest,  most  just  and  most  whole- 
some   enterprise  I — ^friends,   what  is  a  whole 
life,  if  not  a  thought  of  eariy  age,   attempted 
to  be  realized  in  riper  years?  youth  looks  for-* 
ward  with  an  eagle  eye  to  the  future-^eon- 
ceivea  a  vast  idea,  and  places  the  fiindamental 
stone,  bis  future  exertions  are  impelled  to  raise 
the  building  to  perfection  ; — with  energy  and 
decision  what  great  projects  may  not  be  acoom* 
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|Med — withoat  them  the  mind  must  aood 
break  down." 

A  bant  of  appUnaa  followed  these  words, 
and  an  old  man  now  stood  forward. 

Gondi  whupered— 

"  This  old  dotard  will  freeze  us  all — the 
chevalier  de  Quiee  will  spoil  the  whole." 

Fressiog  the  hand  of  Cinq  Mare,  he  began 
in  a  tramalous  voicei 

"  Yes,  mj  child,  and  you,  young  men,  I  am 
wHh  you  heart  and  soul — now  I  perceive  with 
joy  that  my  old  friend  Bassompi&rre,  will  not 
hare  long  to  rot  in  prison  I  Now  I  see  that  you 
nill  revenge  the  death  of  de  Soissous  and  young 
MoDlmorentn  ;  but  it  is  needful  for  youth  to 
listen  to  experience — I  have  lived  in  the  days 
of  the  Leaguej  my  children,  and  I  wars  you 
that  you  cannot  take  the  name  of  the  Holy 
Le^ne,  nordwt  of  the  Saint  Union  I  nor  even 
that  of  the  Protecton  of  Saint  Peter  and  the 
inlWa  of  the  Church,  for  I  find  you  count  on 
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the  assistance  6f  the  huguenots;  neither  caA 
you  use  on  your  common  sealj  as  was  done  in 
past  days,  the  device  of  an  empty  throne,  for 
it  is  still  occupied  by  the  king — " 

*'  You  may  say  two  I"  cried  out  Gondi  with 
a  sneen 

"  Still  you  must  give  some  name,"  added  the 
old  man. 

**  Well  then,  we  will  have  it  **  the  King's 
war/'  exclaimed  Cinq  Mars. 

''The  King's  war!  the  King's  war  I"  cried 
they  all. 

*'  And  now/'  cried  Oondi  who  already  per- 
ceived the  ill  effect  of  the  interference  of  this 
lukewarm  old  man,  ''  we  have  decided  on  your 
proposition,— you  speak  no  more  I  Let  us  hear 
Cinq  Mdrs  again." 

He  rose — 

'^  My  desire  is,  gentlemen,  that  you  should 
not  be  ignorant  of  the  projects  either  of  Mon-* 
sieur,  of  |he  Due  de  Bouillon  or  myself;  it  is 
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but  just  that  men  who  expose  tlieir  lives  should 
know  wherefore  they  do  ao.  Hitlierto  I  liave 
displaced  bnt  one  side  of  our  enterprize,  I  have 
.not  yet  spoken  of  our  strength.  Is  it  not 
from  yoa,  Montr^aor  and  de  Thibal,  that  I 
learn  the  amount  of  treasure  Monsieur  will 
place  at  our  disposal  ?  and  shall  I  inform  you, 
d'Aignsn,  and  De  Mouy,  how  many  young 
men  are  ready  to  join  our  ranks  against  the 
detested  Cardinal  ?  how  many  from  Tou- 
raine  and  Auvergne,  where  lie  my  family 
estates?  whence  at  the  least,  two  thousand 
noblemen  with  their  vassala  will  at  once  set 
forth.  To  you,  Baron  de  Beauvau  shall  I  re- 
cal  the  zeal  and  courage  with  which  your 
curaseiers  (onght  in  defence  of  Soissona,  whoae 
caose  was  ours,  and  whom  you  saw  aasnsainated 
byhim  whom  he  had  conquered,  in  tiie  very  midst 
of  hia  triumph?  Shall  I  call  to  ynur  minds  the 
joy  exhibited  hy  our  steadfast  friends  the  Due 
d'OIivar^,  and  the  Count  Due  de  San  Lucarl 
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Shall  I  speak  to  the  Ahh6  Gondi  or  d'Eotra^ 
nee,  of  the  disposition  of  the  oitizons of  Paris? 
the  world  demand  peace,  but  the  wily  Cardinal 
destroys  all  hope  of  soeh  a  blessing  by  his 
noted  bad  faith  in  treaties,  (witness  the  last  of 
Ratisbon)  all  parts  of  the  state  groan  beneath 
his  violence,  and  all  people  dread  his  colossal 
and  blighting  pride,  and  that  ambition  which 
leads  not  only  to  the  temporal  but  the  spiritual 
thraldom  of  our  country.* 

A  murmur  of  approbation  followed  this 
speech,  and  during  a  moment's  silence  the 
sound  of  musical  instruments  and  danciDg 
struck  on  the  ear. 

Cinq  Mars  profitted  by  it,  and  raising  his  eyes 
said— 

**  Ah  1  delights  of  youth— love— -music— the 
joyous  dance  I  why  do  you  not  wholly  'fill  oar 
leisure  hours  ?  why  are  you  not  our  only  de- 
sire? ah  I  how  great  must  be  our  wrongs 
when  we  plot  for  their  removal,  even  in  the 
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very  midat  of  gaiety.  Woe,  woe  l-i  liini  who 
destroys  the  pleasures  of  r  pcoplj  1  when  the 
furrows  of  care  stand  on  the  forelic-.ul  of  in- 
genuous youth,  how  well  'tia  known  the  tyraiit'e 
finger  has  traced  them — sec,  each  morning,  ead 
and  melancholy,  passes  by  the  Bcholnr — his 
cheek  13  blanched,  hts  step  is  clow  and  mea- 
mret),  his  voice  is  scarce  above  a  whisper,  he 
almoBt  fears  to  live  or  take  one  Bicp  towar  Is 
the  future.  What  isthcre  in  B''rBDco  to  cau^e 
all  this?  But  one  man  too  many — Aye,"  con- 
tiojed  he,  "  I  have  followed  his  msidioTiB 
maroli  for  two  long  years,  hiselrange  proceed- 
ings, his  secret  comniiesions,  bis  judicial  mur- 
ders. Princes,  peerc,  uiarechals,  all  liave  Iclt 
his  bate,  there  is  not  a  family  iu  Franco  who 
has  not  to  mourn  some  member  sHCrificed  to 
hia  inordinate  ambition,  he  would  have  but 
one  family  dotnimuit  in  France — his  own, 
which  but  twenty  years  ago  held  but  one  of 
the  smallest  fiefs  in  Poitoa." 
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<'  The  bambled  Parliament  is  dlenoed.  Did 
not  the  presidents  of  Mesoie,  Novion  and 
Bellievre,  show  their  courage  id  reoatiDg 
the  condemnation  of  the  Due  de  la  Yalette? 
but  to  what  purpose?  in  vain!  are  not  the 
chief  counsellers  and  judges  of  the  Sovereign 
Courts  of  record  imprisoned,  because  they 
speak  in  favor  of  the  people?  the  highest  seats 
oi  justice — in  whose  hands  are  they  ?  are  they 
not  held  by  infamous  and  dishonest  men  who 
suck  the  blood  and  waste  the  gold  of  .the 
people  of  this  unhappy  country  ?  Paris  and 
all  our  maritime  cities  are  highly  taxed^  oar 
country  houses  are  in  ruins,  pillaged  by  the 
soldiers,  the  peasantry  are  reduced  to  live  on 
unwholesome  food  or  else  to  fly  the  kingdom. 
All  this  is  caused  by  this  accursed  tyrant  I 
To  sum  up  all,  money  has  been  coined  in  the 
name  and  image  of  this  traitor  Cardinal*— here 
are  some  of  them,**  and  he  threw  down  twenty 
doubloons  in  gold,  whereon  the  couutenanoe  of 
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Richelieu  was  stamped.  "  And  do  yo]i  tliink 
ihe  derpy  go  Bcot  free — 1  tell  you,  no — Bish- 
np9  tre  brought  to  judgment  against  the  laws 
of  the  Stnte  nnd  the  respect  due  to  their  posi- 
tion ;  some  of  the  vessels  of  the  Algerine 
Corfiftirs  are,  it  ia  well  known,  commnnded 
hy  an  Archbishop;  persons  oF  the  meanest 
condition  have  been  raised  to  the  dignity  of 
Cardinal,  the  minister  himself,  grnsping  the 
most  sacred  titles,  has  seized  on  the  dignity  of 
General  of  the  orders  of  Citenux,  Cluny,  Pr^- 
monlre,  and  thrown  into  prison  those  who 
opt'*>B^  ''is  views  I  Carmclitea,  Cordeliers, 
Augustines,  and  Jacobites,  have  been  obliged 
to  clecttlieirrlcare-general  in  France,  so  aanot 
to  have  any  further  communication  with  their 
Mipertore  in  Rome,  and  all  because  this  unhal- 
lowed, gniflping  priest  desires  to  arrogate   to 

himself   the   title   of  patriarch  of  France  and 

chief  of  ihc  Gallicnn  Church," 
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*^  He  is  a  moneter ;— -4own  with  him  I*  cried 
they  all. 

''  Hie  views  are  therefore  palpable;  he  is 
ready  to  seize  both  temporal  and  spiritaal 
authority — ^he  has  intrenched  himself  against 
the  king  in  the  strongest  cities^  at  the  months 
of  the  principal  rivers,  in  the  beat  aea-ports, 
he  has  monopolized  the  saltpits  and  the  seen- 
rities  of  the  kingdom.  'Tis  our  beloved  king 
who  must  be  delivered  from  snob  odioos  op- 
pression I  Let  our  cry  be  '  the  Eang  and  Peaoe,' 
and  let  us  leave  the  rest  to  Providence.'' 

Cinq  Mars  astonished  the  whole  assemUy 
by  this  display,  no  one  had  ever  heard  him 
speak  so  long,  nor  supposed  that  he  had  given 
so  much  attention  to  public  affairs ;  theur  sor* 
prise  was  so  great  as  to  cause  a  moment*^ 
silence,  and  then  those  transports  broke  forth 
in  a  manner  known  only  to  Frenchmen  who 
arc  promised  a  glimpse  of  glory  and  asucoei- 
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Mon  of  battles,  no  matter  liow  the^  may  be 
brought  about. 

Amongst  those  who  pressed  forward  to  seize 
iiis  haiKl,  Gondi  bounded  like  a  stag. 

"  Braro,"  ehouted  he,  "  I  have  already  raised 
my  regiment !  all  picked  men  I  I*  faith  Made- 
moiselle de  Lorme,  I  will  bear  your  colors  and 
device — your  grey  ribboa  and  order  of  the 
Alatch,  a  pretty  device  truly,  '  We  burn  only 
lucDlighten  others.'" 

Marion  did  not  much  fnncy  the  offer  of  this 
fiery  sprit,  and  to  quench  it  began  to  speak 
vith  De  Thou  over  the  little  man's  head,  which 
»o  exasperated  btm  that  he  turned  away  in 
disgust,  and  twirled  bia  moustache  with  a  look 
of  great  disdain. 

Suddenly  a  roll  of  paper  struck  the  platform 
and  fell  at  the  feet  of  Cinq  Mars  ;  the 
whole  assembly  became  excited ;  he  raised  it 
anil    i>pcued  the  paper,  looking  sharply  round 
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him,  but  he  saw  onlj  countenancefl  expreanve 
of  great  cariosity  and  astonishment;  he  read 
aloud  the  following  production  of  NostradamoSy 
many  of  which  were  made  public  a  few  moDtbs 
before  this  conspiracy  burst  forth. 


Qaand  bonnet  rouge  paasera  par  la  fenetre 

A  Qiiarante  onees  on  coupera  la  tets 

£t  tout  finirat 


^^  Some  traitor  is  among  us,^  said  young 
Effiat  coolly,  '^but  why  need  I  notice  it? 
we  are  not  to  be  scared  by  a  few  foolish 
words." 

Nevertheless,  this  incident,  slight  as  it  wu, 
threw  a  check  on  the  assembly — they  began  to 
whisper  to  each  other,  and  each  looked  mi«* 
trustfully  at  his  neighbour ;  some  few  retired. 
Marion  de  Lorme  declared  she  would  discharge 
any  of  her  people  who  were  even  suspected^  * 


Cinq  Mars's  speech  relating  to  the  king  still 
inTolved  his  movements  in  eome  obscurity,  and 
this  email  oversight  tended  to  diminish  the 
confiiieoce  of  the  ncaker  minds  of  the  con- 
federates. 

Gondi  remarked  this  effect  to  Cinq  Mars, 
who  hastened  to  correct  it  by  saying — 

"  And  now,  gentlemen,  remember,  I  force 
no  one  to  follow  me  I  enough  of  energetic 
ftienda  await  us  at  Ferpignan,  and  the  whole 
of  France  ia  of  our  opinion.  If  any  wish  to 
retire,  let  him  speak  freely,  and  we  will  give 
the  meaOB  of  safe  conduct !" 

No  one  would  accept  this  proportion,  and 
the  suddenness  of  it  caused  them  again  to  ex- 
press iheir  devotedneas  to  the  cause,  and  bate 
towards  the  minister.  Cinq  Mars  still  interro* 
git«d  a  few,  and  he  chose  his  friends  well,  for 
Uontresor  in  answer  said  that  be  would  pass  bis 
awoid  through  his  bcidj  if  he  bad  merely  the 
VOL.  n.  u 
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thought — aa  for  Gondi,  be  turned  sharply  oa 
his  heel  and  cried — 

**  Monsieur  le  Orand,  mj  only  retreat  is  to 
the  Archbishop's  chair  at  Paris— onoe  there  I  do 
not  think  they  will  induce  me  to  retire  fat- 
ther." 

Then  turning  to  the  assembly— 

*^  (rentlemen,''  said  Cbq  Mara,  **  I  see  in 
you  the  last  hopes  of  IVance,  for,  after  Moot^ 
morenci  and  de  Soissons,  you  only  dare  toraiae 
your  heads  in  fayor  of  our  ancient  libertiea 
If  Richelieu  triumph,  the  foundations  of  the 
Monarchy  sink  with  our  fall,  and  the  Court  wili 
widest  the  little  remaining  authority  from  our 
Parliament,  but  if  we  conquer,  France  will 
owe  to  us  the  preservation  of  her  constitatioB 
and  her  morals  But  let  us  not  spoil  the  btO, 
gentlemen;  you  hear  the  music,  the  ladies  awsii 
you  I  let  us  hence  and  enjoy  ourselres." 

''  And  the  Cardinal  shall  pay  the  fiddleisr 
added  GondL 
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The  joung  men  shouted  in  approbation  and 
■U  remooBted  to  the  ball-room  in  the  highest 
exciteiDent  mad  good  epirita. 


UOORT    INTBIOrES. 


CHAPTER     X. 


TBB  CONFKSBIONAL. 


Om  the  daj  following  the  meeting,  wbich  bad 
taken  place  in  the  house  of  Marion  de  Lionne, 
a  violent  snow  storm  fell  upon  the  city  of 
Paris.  At  eij^ht  in  the  evening  the  nigbt  was 
dnrk,  the  bustle  of  the  city  had  bees  sileoced 
by  the  severity  of  the  weather.  In  b  narrow 
street  which  winds  around  the  old  charch  of 
Saint  EuBtache,  a  man  wrapped  up  closely, 


^ 
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piced  slowly  to  and  fro,  uid  seemed  to  await 
some  comiDg  event  of  importance;  he  seated 
binwelfoD  one  of  tbe  poets,  near  tlie  church, 
taking  advantage  of  the  shelter  afforded  by  the 
slBtoes  by  which  it  was  ornamented.  This  care- 
ful old  attendant  throwing  back  liis  cloak,  beat 
his  arms  together  across  his  chest  to  OUpcl  the 
intense  cold.  At  last  he  perceived  a  slight 
shadow  on  the  wall. 

"  Ah,  Santa  Maria !  what  a  horrid  country 
I  find  tills  northern  place,"  ultcrcil  a  slight, 
tremolous  Toice.  "Ah,  le  Duze  di  Mantouc! 
how  I  wish  I  was  baok  again,  friend  Grand- 
champ." 

"  Do  not  speak  so  loud,"  answered  the  old 
domestic,  for  it  was  he, "  tbe  very  walla  of  Paris 
are  snbject  to  the  ears  of  the  Cardinal,  and 
more  particularly  in  the  neighbourhood  of  tho 
churches;— is  your  mistress  arrived?  mymaster 
has  beeo  waiting  some  time  at  the  gate." 
"  Yes,  yes,  she  is  in  the  church." 
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"SOence^''  said  Grandohamp, '< Iktoi  to tht 
dockr 

'^  That  dock  strikes  the  hour  of  a  x«od» 
TOuSy"  answered  she. 

'*  Ah  I  to  me  it  is  the  sound  of  misery  1  hot 
hosh!  Laura;  here  oome  three  persons  maS- 
fled  upb" 

Three  men  passed  by  Grandcfaamp  who 
followed  them,  to  be  certain  <tf  the  path  tbej 
would  take,  he  then  resumed  his  seat  and 
heaved  a  heavy  sigh. 

^*  The  snow  is  very  cold,  Laura,*  said  he,  'Hmd 
I  am  getting  old ;  Monneur  le  Grand  should 
choose  some  one  else  to  be  on  the  look  out  fiv 
him  while  he  is  making  love.  I  ought  to  b« 
treated  with  more  consideration.  Monnenr  Is 
Mar6chal  would  not  have  used  me  thus;  the 
old  servants  of  an  ancient  house  are  entitled  to 
more  respect." 

^^Has  your  master   been  here  long,  can 
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"  Oil  1  care,  caro,  let  me  alone,  wc  have  been 
here  for  aa  bout  at  least,  freezing  together. 
I  might  during  that  time  faav€  smoked  three 
turkiah  pipes — do  mind  your  owd  sffairi 
— go  and  look  to  the  other  doors  of  the  church 
and  see  if  there  be  any  suspicious  prowler." 

<*  Ah,  holy  Maria,  what  a  wretched  thing  it 
is  not  to  have  a  soul  to  say  a  kind  word  to,  or 
who  would  pay  a  poor  girl  a  few  geuteel  com- 
pUmeatB,  when  it  is  so  very  cold,  and  my  poor 
mistress  too  I  who  has  walked  all  the  way  from 
the  hotel  de  Nevers.     Ah  !  amore  t  qui  regna 

"  Get  away  with  you — right  about  face," 
I  csD  listen  to  nothing  while  you  are  cbattering 


'*  How  loud  you  talk,"  dear  GrandchampI  you 
were  much  more  agreeable  at  Chauniont,  in 
la  Tureoa,  when  you  complimented  mo  on 
miti  oeeki." 

"Silence,  babbler  I  once  for  all   I  tell  yoo 
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that  your  Italian  is  good  foi'  nothing  b^ond 
attracting  the  attention  of  rope  daDoeis,  and 
learned  pnppiea." 

^'Ah!  Italia  mial  Chrandchampy  ifjonbea 
gdOant  uomo^  listen  to  me  and  you  shall 
hear  the  language  of  the  gods." 

She  then  sang  in  a  subdued  voice  part  of  a 
oavatina. 

The  old  servant,  but  little  accustomed  to  the 
Toice  of  a  young  girl,  or  in  fact  to  females  at 
all,  assumed  a  tone  not  exactly  polite,  because 
it  was  still  somewhat  gruff;  the  Italian  how- 
ever had  obtained  some  influence  over  him,  be 
curled  his  moustache,  which  was  a  sure  dgn 
that  his  nature  had  been  softened,  and  could  not 
refrain  from  uttering  a  sort  of  grunt  which 
was  intended  for  a  laugh,  and  said, 

''  Well,  that  is  the  sort  of  thing  after  all, 
say  what  you  will ;  it  reminds  me  of  the  oege 
of  Casal,  yet  silence,  my  little  friend,  how  b  it» 
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I  have  not  yet  seen  the  Abbe  Quillet.  I  do 
not  understand  thia,  he  should  have  been  here 
before  the  arrival  of  the  youngsters,  and  a 
long  time  has  passed  stuce  then." 

"  The  Abbe  ia  already  in  the  church," 
anetvered  Laura,  and  she  once  more  sang  a 
stanza. 

"  Hab,"  eaid  the  old  man  in  a  grumbling 
tone,  "my  feet  are  covered  with  enow,  and 
the  wind  whistles  about  tuy  ears.  I  have  a 
cold  in  my  head  and  a  sinking  at  my  heart, 
while  you  ore  singing  all  sorts  of  rubbish — be 
quiet  I  say."  Iletreating  under  the  huge 
portico  of  the  church  as  he  spokei  the  old  man 
covered  his  face  with  his  hands. 

Wbile  the  lady's  maid  had  boon  amusing 
benelf  with  Grandchamp,  the  yonng  and 
trembling  Marie,  had  found  her  way  to  the 
ehurch,  where  she  was  met  by  Cinq  Mara :  she 
kept  her  velvet  maak  on  hor  face,  aod  immedi- 
ately sought  refuge  by  the  confessional,  while 
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Henri  carefully    closed   the  door  bj    which 
she  had  entered. 

Being  satisfied  that  no  one  could  obtain  ad- 
mission, he  knelt  down,  according  to  custom, 
to  confess ;  he  had  been  in  the  church  while 
Grandchamp  watched  without,  nearly  an  hour 
before  Marie  had  arrived ;  he  had  found  the 
door  open,  a  convincing  proof  that  his  old 
preceptor,  the  Abb^  Quillet,  was  waiting  for 
him  in  the  confessionaL  The  care  he  had 
taken  to  prevent  interruption  caused  him  not 
to  quit  his  post  while  he  watched  for  the 
arrival  of  Marie;  although  delighted  at  the 
punctuality  of  the  good  Abb^  he  would  not 
for  the  present  even  utter  his  thanks. 

The  ancient  church  of  St  Eustache  waf 
very  dark,  a  lamp  aided  by  four  yellow  wax 
tapers  threw  a  gloomy  light  around ;  at  some 
distance  stood  a  confessional,  the  double  iren 
grating,  appearing  between  the  thick  planb  of 
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which  it  waa  constructed,  scarcely  allowing  the 
SQiall  dome  and  wooden  cross  to  ba  visible. 

Oa  their  knees,  oppoeite  to  each  other,  were 
Ciaq  Mors  and  Marie  of  Maataa,  they  im- 
■gined  that  the  Abbe  Quillet  woa  seated 
w'tliia  the  confessional  between  them,  and  felt 
aaaured  that  he  had  for  a  long  lime  awaited 
their  appearance — they  could  just  see  the 
■badsw  of  the  old  man's  hood.  Heori  was 
most  anxious  to  ascertain  his  fate— it  was  not 
at  this  moment  before  hia  earthly  king,  he  was 
•hout  to  appear,  but  before  a  most  high  power, 
tlie  So%'ereign  Judge  of  good  and  evil.  He 
trembled  while  he  beheld  his  young  bride 
Itneeling  opposite,  ho  trembled  because  he  felt 
lie  might  be  bringing  her  he  loved  into  the 
greatest  difficulties,  and  that  she  might  even- 
taally  be  lost  to  him  ;  be  dared  not  speak,  but 
aa  ehe  Ifowed  her  head,  hts  eyes  were  fastened 
Uftoo  her  fair  form  and  features. 

Cinq  Mara  at  the  same  time  was  doubtful  of 
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the  influence^  which  the  queen  possessed  over 
his  Marie :  he  oonld  not  suppose  that  she  wtt 
quite  so  ignorant  of  what  was  about  to  tran- 
spire, as  she  pretended  to  be,  and  he  wondered 
she  never  alluded  to  the  subject ;  he  determined 
to  probe  this  apparent  inconsistency: 

*^  Heavens  how  I  tremble,  Henri,"  sud  she, 
while  kneeling  at  the  confessional,  '*  you  have 
desired  me  to  come  here  without  my  carriage, 
and  unattended.  I  fear  that  I  have  been  seen 
while  leaving  the  hotel  De  Nevers ;  how  much 
longer  must  I  thus  conceal  my  actions  ?  the 
queen  will  not  be  satisfied  with  the  communi- 
cation I  shall  be  compelled  to  make ;  and  when 
she  speaks  it  will  be  with  that  constraint  which 
always  forces  tears  from  my  eyes.  I  am  in 
great  alarm  I" 

She  ceased,  but  Cinq  Mars  only  answered 
with  a  deep  sigh. 

'^Will  you  not  speak  to  me?^  said  she, 
gently. 
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"And  are  these  all  your  fears?"  enquired 
Cinq  Mars,  eorrowfoll;. 

*'  Can  I  have  greater  ?  Oh  017  friend  how 
ooldljr  have  you  epoken — are  you  angry  because 
I  bare  arrived  so  late  T' 

**  Too  Boon,  too  soon,  Madame,  for  that 
^rfaich  you  have  to  hear  I" 

Marie,  hurt  by  the  coldness  of  his  roaouer, 
burst  into  tears. 

"  Alas,  what  have  I  done  that  you  should 
treat  me  thus  harshly  T' 

"Comfort  yourself,"  replied  Cinq  Mars, 
■■  yon  are  not  to  blame ;  I  am,  and  always 
aball  b^  it  is  not  against  you,  but  for  you 

that  I " 

"  What !  have  you  done  evil  ?  have  you 
decided  upon  the  death  of  any  fellow-oreatore. 
Oh  no,  I  am  sure  you  have  not  the  heart 
to  have  done  so." 

"  How  r*  said  Cinq  Mars,  "  would  you  have 
me  do  nothing?    have  I  miainterpreted  your 
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looks  while  in  presence  of  the  qaeen— ^I 
not  read  their  meaning  plainly  ?  did  the  fire 
which  flashed  from  year  eyes  express  any  great 
love  for  Richelieu  ?  what  has  become  of  that 
admiration  yoo  promised  to  him^  who  would 
dare  to  disclose  all  that  was  passing  to  the 
king — was  that  also  assumed  ?** 
Marie  wept  bitterly, 

^*  You  speak  to  me  with  a  harshness,"  replied 
she,  ^  I  do  not  deserve ;  if  I  have  said  nothing 
to  you  concerning  this  frightful  conspiracy»  do 
you  imagine  that  I  have  forgotten  it?  am  I  not 
sufficiently  unhappy  ?    Do  you  delight  in  be- 
holding my  tears?  you  may  be  satisfied,  I  shed 
many  in  privacy^  Henri ;  if  I  have  avoided  any 
allusion  to  this  terrible  subject  during  our  re- 
cent interviews  it  has  been  from  the  fear  of 
learning  too  much — ^have  I  any  one  thought 
beyond  your  dangers -~am  I  not  aware  that  it 
is  for  me  you  encounter  them  ?     Alas !  while 
fou  are  striving  for  me,  have  I  not  to  nndeigo 
attacks  equally  cruel  ?  happier  than  I,  yon  have 
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B11I7  to  contend  agabst  hatred,  while  I  have  to 
atruf^Ie  againat  friendahip — the  Cardinal  will 
oppose  700  with  armed  men ;  bat  the  Qneeo, 
the  iweet  Anne  of  Austria  employs  agunat 
me,  kind  coaosel,  caresaea  and  aometimes  tears." 

"  Tea,"  replied  Cinq  Mara  in  a  bitter  tone, 
"aod  to  induce  yon  to  accept  a  throne.  I  can 
fancy  that  some  efforts  on  your  part  are  required 
to  refiat  such  importunity,  but  first  of  all, 
Madame,  it  will  be  necessary  to  absolve  you 
from  yoar  oaths.'' 

"  Alas  I  who  strivea  against  me  ?" 

"It  is  God  who  is  above  as  and  against  us," 
replied  Henri  in  a  severe  tone;  "  the  King  baa 
betrayed  ma  V 

"  The  Abb£  made  an  involuntary  start  in 
the  confesuooaL" 

Marie  ezclumed — 

"  That  is  but  what  I  expected,  the  very 
occurrence  I  had  anticipated — but  have  I  been 
the  cause  of  this  7" 

"  He  deceived  me  while  be  grasped  my  hand 
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betimyed  me  ihrough  that  execrable  ca- 
dn  Joeephy  who,  had  I  made  a  eiiigle  sign, 
would  have  been  a  corpse  ere  now." 

The  Abb6  started  ao  suddenly  that  he  htlf 
opened  the  door  of  the  oonfessionaL 

^  Ah  I  good  father,  fear  nothing,"  continaed 
Henri  d'Effia^  *'  your  pnpil  strikes  not  soch 
blows !  thoee  which  I  prepare  will  stand  the 
light  of  day  I  but  I  have  a  duty  to  fulfil,  s 
sacred  duty.  Alas  I  I  have  been  long  uDaocos-. 
tomed  to  happiness,  and  even  now  perhaps  I 
am  about  to  destroy  its  last  hope  by  your  hand, 
the  very  hand  which  conferred  it." 

While  speaking  he  opened  the  small  grating 
which  separated  him  from  his  old  tutor  who 
maintained  the  strictest  silence,  and  drew 
his  hood  still  closer  over  his  features. 

'^  Give,"  said  Cinq  Mars  in  a  tremulooi 
voice,  *'  give  this  wedding  ring  to  the  Duohen 
of  Mantua,  I  cannot  retain  it  unless  she  will 
restore  it  to  me,  for  1  am  not  the  same  man  I 
was  when  she  swore  to  be  my  bride." 
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The  priest  eagerly  seized  tbe  ring,  and  pasaed 
it  across  to  the  opposite  graliog.  Cinq  Mars 
fell  astonJahed  at  this  seeming  indifl'erence. 

"  How  ie  thia,  my  good  father,"  eaid  he, 
why  are  ^tni  thus  altered  ?" 

Marie  ceased  to  weep— raising  her  voice 
which  sounded  through  the  church  like  the 
sweetest  notes  of  an  organ,  she  said — 

'■  Oh  1  ray  friend,  be  not  angry  if  I  do  not 
comprehend  you — can  we  put  asunder  that 
which  God  has  joined?  und  can  I  leave  you 
when  I  see  that  you  are  unhappy?  If  the 
King  love  you  not,  you  may  he  at  least  assured 
that  he  will  not  harm  you,  because  he  will  not 
do  that  even  to  the  Cardinal,  whom  he  never 
loved ;  yon  fancy  yourself  disgraced  and  out  of 
favor  because  he  will  oot  separate  himself  from 
his  old  servant,  let  ua  wait  for  a  return  of  hU 
friendship,  let  ub  forget  these  conspiralorfl  I  if 
they  have  no  longer  hope  I  thank  God  that  1 
•hall  have  no  longer  cause  to  tremble  for  you— 
why  flhould  we  afSict   ourselves  uselessly,   my 
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fiieod.  The  Qaeen  loyas  ns  and  we  tie  both 
yoang,  let  us  wait;  the  future  is  bright, saoe 
we  are  married  and  oaii  firmly  rely  oa  eieh 
others  oonstancy ;  tell  me  all  that  the  King 
has  said  at  Chambord — I  watehed  700  tin 
whole  time,  with  the  most  intense  nnziety.* 

<*  The  King  has  betrayed  met  I  repeat,*  r^ 
plied  Cinq  Marsb  ^^  and  would  you  believe  it,  he 
did  so  at  the  vexy  moment  he  tookmeby  the  hisd 
-«-he  has  likewise  betrayed  his  brother  and  the 
Duo  de  Bouillon,  with  whom  he  entered  into 
detail  upon  the  nioest  points  of  the  eonspiiiej; 
tiie  very  day  was  named  upon  which  Bichdieo 
was  to  be  arrested  at  Lyons,  and  the  plaoe 
agreed  upon  for  his  banishment — ^they  dsoided 
on  his  death,  but  the  reooUection  of  my  frther 
induced  me  to  beg  his  life.  The  King  promiNd 
that  he  would  order  everything  at  Perpigoio, 
and  yet  that  accursed  spy,  the  friar  JoeqAi 
came  forth  from  his  concealment  in  the  otbi- 
Bet  at  Lys.     Oh  I  Marie,  shall  I  ackoowls^ 
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it?  the  moment  I  aecertaiaed  this,  mj  bopea  of 
■QcceBS  were  OTertbrowo,  I  doubted  all,  even 
th»(  IrieDdahip  was  on  the  earth — one  short 
bour  more  and  the  conspiracy  had  vanisbed  I  I 
bad  lost  you  for  ever,  but  a  thought  flashed 
across  my  mind — I  took  advantage  of  it." 
"  And  what  was  that  ?"  enquired  Marie. 
"The  Spanish  treaty— it  was  at  that  mo- 
ment in  my  hand — I  signed  it  I" 

"  Ob  I  Heaven  I  signed  it  F  destroy  it,  oh  I 
destroy  it  T" 
"  It  is  gone." 
"  Who  has  taken  it  5" 
"  Fontraillea.'' 
"  Recal  him  then  at  once." 
"  By  this  time  be  bas  passed  the  deSles  of 
Oleron  "  said  Cinq  Mara  rising  from  his  knees, 
"all  ia   ready  at   Madrid,   likewise   at  Sedan, 
armies  are  waiting  for  me — aye,  Marie,  armies, 
and  Riobelieu   ia   in   the   midst   of    them,  he 
totters;  it  requires  bat  one  blow  to  overthrow 
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and  then  70a  are  mine  for  ever— Cibq 
MaiB  will  then  be  triumphant*' 
'    *^  Cinq  Mars  will  then  be  a  rebel,"  mormiired 
the. 

'*  Well,  be  it  ao— aye,  rebel,  bnt  no  longer 
faYorite-«-rebel— criminal — worthy  of  the  seaf- 
fold — I  know  it,"  exclaimed  the  yonng  maOf 
Jthrowing  himself  pasrionfttely  on  his  koeei 
again,  ''but  rebel  for  the  love  of  thee,  for 
whom  my  sword  shall  sormount  all  diffieol- 
ties." 

*'  And  does  not  the  sword,  when  steeped  in 
the  blood  of  our  countrymen,  become  like  the 
assassin's  poniard  ?* 

''  Hold  for  mercy's  sake  I  let  the  King  aban- 
don me,  let  my  warlike  companions  desert  me, 
I  can  still  be  firm,  but  one  word  from  yoa  un- 
mans me — it  is  too  late  to  reflect ;  aye,  I  am 
criminal,  and  it  is  on  that  account  I  deem 
myself  unworthy  of  you.  Leave  me^  Marie} 
take  back  the  ring." 
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"  I  cannot,"  answered  fihe,  "  for  I  am  your 
wWe,  be  you  wbat  you  may." 

"  You  Lear  this,  holy  father,"  eaid  Cinq 
UarB  iii  a  transport  of  joy,  "  bleaa  this  eecond 
uoioD— it  is  a  devotednese  more  to  be  prized 
even  than  Iotc." 

Without  making  any  reply,  the  Abbe  sud- 
denly opened  the  door  of  tlie  confesaional  and 
darted  away,  before  Cinq  Mars  had  time  to 
riac  itnd  prevent  him. 

''Where  are  you  going—what  are  you  doing?" 
shouted  he. 

All  was  silent. 

"  Do  not  call  out,  in  the  name  of  Heaven," 
(aid  Marie,  "  or  wbat  will  become  of  me?  the 
good  father  has  no  doubt  heard  some  one  in 
the  Churoh." 

Agitated  and  without  reply,  d'Effiat  rushed 
through  the  different  arches  of  the  church  to 
seek  for  hia  tutor,  but  in  vain — he  ran  to  the 
door  which  he  found  closed,  be  drew  his  sword 
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aod  letrohed  the  whole  church  tfaroogfai  utttS 
he  came  at  laat  to  the  entrance  guarded  by 
Grandchamp  i  he  caUed  to  him. 

<<  Let  him  alone  for  the  present,"  oriedaTOiQe 
at  the  comer  of  the  street ;— horsea  gaUoppiag 
were  heard  at  the  same  moment. 

^'  Chrandchamp,  will  yon  answer  f  cried  Cinq 
Mars. 

*^  Help,  Henri,  help^  my  dear  pnpilP  cried 
the  Yoice  of  the  Abb€  Quillet. 

"Whence  comes  that  voice f^  said  ths 
Master  of  the  Horse,  approaching  the  AbbeL 

But  he  percdyed  that  his  nnf orhinate  prs- 
ceptor  was  without  his  hat,  and  disabled  by  dis 
cold  and  snow  from  making  an  immediate  reply- 
After  some  deUy  he  sud— 

**  They  have  way-laid  me— despoiled  m^  the 
villains,  the  assassins." 

Grandchamp  aroused  by  thisnoisey  rubbsd  his 
eyeslike  one  just  awaked  from  sleep.  Lann 
ran  in  terror  into  the  churdi  to  seek  her  mif- 
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tnu ;-— lU  re-entered  predpttitely  to  comfort 
iiuie,  and  Bornraiided  the  old  Abb€  to  aak  an 
tizptsiMtioD. 

"  The  villMnB,"  cried  be,  **  th^  booad  mj 
hudi  te  yoa  see,  there  were  more  than  tweo^ 
•nd  the;  robbed  me  of  the  key  of  the  oborob 
door." 

"  Who?  wbeD?o  said  Grandcb&mp. 

"  Jast  now  1"  Bud  Cinq  Mara,  "  why  did  you 
letTeiu?o 

*'  LeaTe  yoa  I  I  have  been  detained  bare  by 
the  murderoDB  wretchei  more  than  two 
hours." 

**  Two  hours  r  exclaimed  Henri  maoh 
alarmed. 

"Were  yoa  not  with  ns  in  the  oonfte- 
aional?" 

"I?  no." 

**  Uare  yoa  not  seen  the  villun  to  whom 
they  gave  the  key  7" 
"  Who  IB  he  ?  tell  us  quickly. 
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<'  Who  ?  why  Father  Josepb/  replied  the 
afflicted  Abb€. 

**  Father  Joseph  I  fly,  yoa  are  lost^*  exclaimed 
Marie.  • 
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CHAPTER   XI. 


THE   TBMPE8T. 


Amid  that  stupendoos  chain  of  the  Pyrenean 
MoQQtidns,  which  forms  the  iBthmus  of  the 
Peninsala,  and  in  the  centre  of  those  snow 
capped  pyramids  patched^  here  and  there,  with 
forests  or  green  sward,  r  narrow  path  wends 
its  way  through  the  dried  np  bed  of  a  torrent, 
ateals  among  rocks,  insinuates  itself  under 
bridges  of  eternal  snow,  winds  around  yawning 
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precipices,  and  at  length  reaches  the  summit  of 
the  neighbouring  mountains  called  Urdos  and 
Oloron,  and  there  continues  its  tortuous  way 
along  the  stunted  heath  of  those  cloudy  heights; 
a  country  almost  untrod  hj  man,  where,  turn- 
ing to  the  right,  France  is  lefl  behind  as  the 
traveller  descends  the  rugged  sides  of  the  bare 
and  almost  perpendicular  mountains  into 
Spain.  No  mule  has  ever  set  its  hoof  in  these 
defilet«,  and  to  enable  man  to  traverse  this 
inhospitable  and  dreary  district,  a  peculiar 
covering  for  the  feet  must  be  worn,  and  the  weU 
known  ironspiked  pole  is  indispensable  for  his 
safety --during  the  warm  and  genial  months 
of  summer,  the  shepherd,  habited  in  his  high 
brown  cape,  leads  his  willing  flocks  to  pasture^ 
whose  fleecy  covering  sweei)s  the  ground  as 
they  advance ;  no  sound  is  heard  save  that  of 
tinkling  sheepbells,  whose  modulation  strikes 
harmonious  on  the  ear  of  the  passing  traveller, 
and  even  rejoices  the  wild  but  silent  keeper  of 
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the  flookl   but  wb6D  the   long   and  dreary 
OKmth  of  Septelhber  is  arrived,  the  beauty  of 
the  year  is  pa^s^— one  large  sheet  of  snow 
desoendi  from  the  heights  into  the  defile  below, 
which  covers  all  vegetation,  leaving  open,  only 
the  deeply  du^  pathway,  some  few  gorges 
caused  by  torrentSi  and  huge  granite  rocks, 
which  throw  up  their  disjointed  forms,  like  the 
fouidatioils  of  a  former  buried  vrorld  I  at  this 
MssoD,  light  troops  of  agile    bounding  deer 
taming  back  their  waving  antlers,  leap  from 
rock  to  rook,  as  if  their  graceful  movements 
were  in  obedience  to  the  breeze,  and  take 
possession  of  these  deserts;— flights  of  crows  and 
rooks  fly  ceaselessly  around  the  gulphs  and  deep 
recesses  of  the  rocks  which  they  thus  transform 
bto  gloomy  dovecots,  while  the  brown  bear,  fol- 
lowed by  his  shaggy  family,rolling  and  gambolling 
m  ihe  snow,  slowly  descends  from  his  lofty 
retreat,  invaded  by  the  hoar  frost,  to  seek  a 
more  congenial  home^ — but  these  are  not  the 

N  3 
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most  ferocioos  or  inhuinaa  habitantSy  whkfatlie 
winter  forces  to  these  moantaui  passes!  tke 
hardened  contrabandist  dares  to  build  Ui 
wooden  oabin  even  in  this  barren  wildenieai^ 
and  there,  amid  the  tempest  and  the  howling 
wind,  unlawful  treaties  and  oontraband  ex- 
changes are  effected  between  the  two  Nafw- 
res. 

It  was  in  this  nigged  and  narrow  pass,  on  the 
French  territory,  that,  two  months  after  the 
events  which  took  place  at  Paris,  before  de- 
scribed, two  travellers  arrived  from  Spsia,  sid 
stopped  at  midnight,  overcome  with  fiitigse ; 
•hots  were  heard  at  some  distance,  fired,  ss  if 
at  random. 

<'  The  villains  T  cried  one  of  the  tnveUen^ 
f*  how  closely  they  pursue  us  t  I  cannot  sd- 
vance  further  I  If  it  had  not  been  for  joa 
they  would  have  taken  me  prisoner." 

*'  And  will  so  still,  and  that  cused  ptpv 
also,  if  ycu  lose  your  time  in  prating  thsBl 
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Aat  18  the  second  shot  from  the  rock  of  Saint 
Pierre  de  I'Aigle— they  think  we  have  taken 
the  pass  by  the  side  of  the  Limagon,  but  as 
soon  as  we  round  this  point,  they  will  find  out 
their  mistake !  they  are  troops  seeking  the 
Boragglers,  no  doubt, — ^Let  us  descend !" 

"Bat  how?  I  cannot  see  my  hand  before 
mef 

^*  That  18  not  my  fault,  but  go  you  must ! 
take  my  arm  V^ 

^  Ah !  support  me,  I  am  slipping"  cried  the 
other,  hanging  by  the  corner  of  a  projecting 
rock,  to  be  certain  of  the  firmness  of  the 
ground  beneath  him,  before  he  yentured  on 
it 

^*  Quick,  quick  r  said  the  other,  pushing 
him  roughly^  **  there  is  another  ball  just  passed 
over  our  heads  T' 

In  truth,  afar  off,  the  figure  of  a  man,  with 
a  long  gun,  was  reflected  on  the  snow  ;  he 
passed  out  of  sight  and  they  then  continued' 
the  descent. 
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^*  They  will  oTerfcake  us  bow  we  bftve  toxnel 
the  comer  I  ^ye  me  that  deyil^a  writing,  I  im 
diagaiaed  as  a  smuggler,  and  moat  paaa  for  oiMb 
wlifle  I  aeek  an  aaylam  among  themi  boi 
there  ia  no  escape  for  yon,  in  yonr  finety  T 

^Yon  are  right  T  replied  hxa  oompaaion 
stopiung  short  at  the  edge  of  a  rock,  and  lie 
handed  over  to  him  a  roller  of  hollow  woo4 
eontuning  within  it  a  parchment  writing* 

Another  shot  was  heard,  and  the  ball  tAnnfk 
up  the  snow  at  their  feet 

«<  Warned  r  ejaculated  the  first  speaker. 
*'  Roll  down  the  hill  as  fast  as  you  can — if  70a 
are  not  killed  you  wiU  soon  find  the  road 
below — ^to  the  left  of  Gave  is  Sainte  Marie^ 
but  do  yon  turn  to  the  right — croas  Oloron  aad 
you  are  then  on  your  way  to  Pan,  and  per- 
hapa  may  beaaved  I  BoU,  roll !  I  aay  I  ^u he 
apoke  he  puahed  hia  companion  riolently,  sod 
without  looking  to  aee  what  became  of  him,  he 
continued  to  flank  the  mountam^  oatohing  aC 
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laige  stones,  branches  of  trees  aad  even  plants 
to  assist  him.  With  the  activity  of  a  wild  cat, 
he  soon  found  himself  on  solid  ground  before  a 
small  crasy  wooden  cabin,  through  the  planks 
of  which  a  light  glimmered ;  the  adventurer 
first  crept  nearly  round  the  building,  like  a 
£unished  wolf,  and  peering  through  one  of  the 
q)enings,  saw  something  which  determined 
him  at  once  to  enter ;  so  without  further  hesi- 
tation he  kicked  open  the  rotten  door,  which 
had  not  even  a  miserable  latch — the  whole 
cabin  shook  with  the  blow;  he  saw  that  it 
was  divided  into  two  compartments,  by  a 
slight  partition ;  a  large  yellow  wax  light  lit 
up  the  first  room,  and  there  a  young  female, 
pale  and  awfully  thin,  was  crouching  in  a 
comer,  on  the  ground,  already  damp  by  the 
encroachment  of  the  thawing  snow — a  large 
quantity  of  black  hair^  begrimed  with  dirt, 
but  very  long,  fell  in  disorder  over  her  shoulders 
which  were  covered  with  a  garment  of  the 
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coanest  brown  eurge— the  usual  red  cape  of 
the  Pyrenees  covered  her  head  and  neck — her 
eyes  were  bent  on  the  ground,  and  she  was 
spinning  from  a  small  distaff  fastened  to  her 
girdle :  the  rough  ai^d  sudden  entry  of  the 
traveller  did  not  disturb  her. 

<'  Hallo  I  there  1  La  Moza  I  hostess !  get  up 
and  giye  me  drink,  I  am  dying  from  thirst  P* 

The  female  did  not   notice  him,  but  con- 
tinued her  occupation. 

<^  Do  you  hear  ?''  cried  the  stranger,  strik- 
ing at  her  with  his  foot,  ''go  and  tell  the 
Padrone,  whom  I  spied  in  the  other  room,  that 
u  friend  is  come  to  see  him — ^but  give  me  some- 
thing to  drink  first  ? 

She  answered  in  a  hoarse  croaking  tone, 
^«  give  you  something  to  drink  ?  why,  I  slake 
my  thirst  in  the  melting  snow  from  the  moun-. 
tain  I  or  in  the  stagnant  pool  yonder;  but 
when  I  have  worked  hard,  they  give  me  clear 
water ;  as  I  sleep,  the  clammy  lizard  beslimes 


COURT  IMTBIOUE6.  273 

my  face ;  bat  sometimes  they  let  me  repose  on 
hay  I  Oh,  then  it's  warm  !** 

**  What  are  you  mumbling  there  ?**  cried  the 
ifltrnder.     *«  I  did  not  speak  of  you  !" 

She  continued,  ^*  Enter  not  here ;  they  make 
me  hold  his  head  while  they  murder  him — ah, 
the  blood  I  have  upon  my  hands — they  throw 
his  body  down  the  torrent  and  the  vulture 
feeds  upon  it — the  bird  of  prey  lines  its  nesi 
with  bis  clotted  hair — you  are  yet  fuU  of  life, 
but  I  shall  soou  see  you>  bleeding,  pale,  and 
dead.    Retire  hence— *while  yet  you  can/' 

The  stranger  shrugged  his  shoulders  and 
began  to  whistle — he  passed  on  to  the  second 
room,  which  he  entered  without  ceremony — 
there  sat  the  man  he  had  seen  through  the 
crevices  in  the  planks  of  the  wretched  hovel ; 
he  wore  the  blue  thread  bonnet  of  the  Basquea 
provinces  on  one  side  of  his  head,  and  was 
covered  with  a  huge  thick  mantle;  he  wab 
seated  on  an  old  packsaddle,  and  leaning  over 
N  5 
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a  large  brasier  filled  with  lighted  charcoal ;  he 
smoked  a  dgar  and  made  frequent  applicationa 
to  an  immense  earthern  pitcher  beside  him— 
the  fire  blazed  on  his  coarse  yelloir  features^ 
and  lighted  up  the  chamber,  round  which 
were  placed  a  namber  of  saddles  for  seats ;  he 
rabed  his  head  mechanically  as  the  stranger 
entered. 

^'Ahyhal  is  that  you  Master  Jacques?*  I 
recognize  you  the'  we  have  not  met  these  four 
years  I  I  know  you  again— the  same  villaii* 
ous  face  as  ever  I  sit  you  down  and  refresh 
yourself.'* 

*'  Yes,  here  I  am  indeed  I  but  who  the  deuoe 
thought  of  seeing  you  ?  I  thought  you  were  a 
judge,  most  sapient  Houmain  ?" 

^'  And  I  thought  you  were  a  Spanish  officer 
Master  Jacques. ** 

'*  So  I  was  for  a  time,  and  a  prisoner  too  I 
but  I  got  well  out  of  that  scrape  ;  now  I  mm 
at  my  old  trade  again— good  old  honest  smug- 
gling.'* 
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•*  Viva,  Viva  T  cried  Houmain,  **  you  and  I 
mre  clever  enough  at  all  trades — ^but  did  you 
oome  here  fay  the  eitrange  paasesP  for  I  have 
not  seen  you  since  I  began  business  agfdnl 

^'  Yes,  yes,  I  have  been  where  you  can  never 
go  7"  said  Jacques^ 

^*  And  what  merchandise  have  you  got  7* 

'^  Something  out  oi  the  common  way  I  my 
mules  will  be  here  to-morrow." 

^  What  is  it,  man?  silk,  cigars  or  linen ?^ 

^'You'll  know,  soon  enough  comrade!  but 
Just  pass  me  the  jug-^-Fm  as  dry  as  a  stock 
fish." 

^ Drink  away,"  cried  Houmain,  ''it's  real 
Mxd  de^nof— we're  as  happy  here  as  kings  I  ai! 
JTaleo,  Jaleo,-— drink  my  boy— friends  are 
coming  to  night." 

'^  What  friends  ?"  asked  Jacques  anxiously. 

^^  'Don't  you  fret  yourself,  but  drink  away, 
and  111  tell  you  all  about  it— and  then  well 
dance  the  Audalousian  Tirana.** 
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The  adventurer  made  beUeve  to  drink 
heartily, 

**  And  who  ia  that  she-devil  at  your  tfareeh- 
old,"  aaked  Jacques,  **  she  seems  half  dead.** 

'^  Oh|  dear,  no,  she's  only  mad  I  drink  away 
I  tell  yoUj  and  you  shall  hear  all  about  it ;  then, 
taking  his  poniard  which  was  notched  like  a 
saWj  he  began  to  stir  the  charcoal  and  oon* 
tinned  gravely — "  First  of  all  you  must  know 
—if  you  don't  as  yet— that  down  there,^ 
({>ointing  towards  France)  "  the  old  fox  Riche- 
lieu is  leading  them  |)retti]y  by  the  nose»  I  can 
tell  you  r 

**  Ah,  ha  !**  said  Jacques. 

^*  Aye  I  they  call  him  the  king  of  the  king  ! 
but  there  is  a  youngster  who  i^  almost  as 
powerful  as  he;  they  call  him  Monsieur  le 
Grand!  he  commands  nearly  the  ^  hole  of  the 
army  of  Perpignan  just  now ;  he  made  his  ap- 
pearance about  two  months  since,  but  the  old  one 
is  still  at  Narbonne;  as  for  the  king,  he  is 
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sometimes  here, •  sometimes  there;  now  this 
wajjiiow  that,"  (suiting  the  action  to  the  word, 
he  turned  his  hand  first  showing  the  back^  then 
the  palm,)  ^*  and  while  he  is  deciding  what  he 
shall  do,  why  I  stand  up  for  the  old  Cardihal  I 
I  have  been  in  his  confidence  ever  since  that 
affiur  three  years  ago!  he  wanted  somebody 
rather  clever,  and  sent  for  me  to  enact  the  part 
of  the  public  prosecutor !  ha,  ha !" 

**  Ha  I  ha  I"  joined  in  Jacques,  "  and  a  pretty 
office  it  was,  as  I  have  heard  I" 

^*  Its  just  like  our  own  business,  only  they  sell 
rope  instead  of  thread— it's  not  so  honest  tho*, 
for  they  commit  murder  oftener  than  we  do — 
but  it's  more  profitable,  for  each  case  fetches  its 
price — so  I  clapped  on  a  red  robe,  and  helped 
to  give  a  yellow  one  to  a  poor  devil,  who  they 
said,  was  the  cur^  of  Loudun,  and  who  had  got 
into  a  nunnery,  like  a  wolf  in  a  sheep  pen, 
and  verily  he  was  prettily  baked  I" 

^^  Well,  that  is  news,"  interrupted  Jacques. 
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**  Driak,  bat  don't  talk,**  continued  Honmaiii« 
^*  do  yoa  know  I  saw  him  afterwards  reduced 
into  little  black  patcheS)  herci  just  like  thoee 
little  pieces  of  charcoal ;  we  shall  be  the  same 
some  of  these  days — ^I  got  five  hundred  pistoki 
for  that  job.  Armand  Daplessis  pays  his  men 
well  noy  one  can  complain  of  him  in  that  re- 
spect, only  it's  not  with  his  own  money.  Well 
with  these  pistoles  I  began  my  old  businev 
again.  'Twas  quite  a  god-send,  so  drink  now 
to  my  futare  success.'' 

<^What  b  this?"  cried  Jacques  hastily, 
^<  lightning  already  T 

'*  Ob,  yes  I  the  storms  are  now  about  coming 
on-^we've  had  two  of  'em  already— we  are 
now  in  the  midst  of  a  thunder  cloud ;  do  you 
hear  the  grumbling  ?  but,  never  mind^-driok 
away  my  boy— it's  about  one  o'clock,  so  well 
finish  the  pitcher  and  the  ni^t  together ;  welli 
where  was  I  ?  <A  1  I  know,  I  made  friends  with 
the  judge,  such  a  queer  old  felloW|  named 
Laubardemont.    Do  you  know  him  ?" 
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"  Yea  I  do»>a   little,"   answered    Jacques 
drily. 

•*  "Well  then,  oa  we  had  no  secreta,  I  just 
told  bim  what  I  intended  to  do ;  1  begged  him 
to  recollect  me  when  be  wanted  nn  able  hand 
to  helphiml  He's  been  a  good  friend  to  me, 
althongb  he  b  anch  a  queer  fellow." 
•*  yVhj,  what  has  he  done  for  you  ?" 
*'  First  of  all,  he  brought  me  his  niece  to 
tmke  care  oft  she  joa  aaw  when  you  came  in  at 
the  door/ 

*'  Hia  niece  I  she  his  niece  ?"  cried  Jacques, 
••  why  you  treat  her  worse  than  a  slave." 

"  Drink  away  and  ask  no  questions,"  con- 
tinaed  Hoamoio  stirring  up  the  embers  with 
his  poniard.  "  It's  all  by  his  direction,  I  don't 
think  he  would  be  eorry  to  hear  she  was  under 
the  snow,  instead  of  on  it,  do  you  understand  ? 
bat  he  would  Dot  do  it  himeelf  you  know, 
beoauM  he's  a  kind,  considerate  relative  ;  that 
ii^  as  he  tali  me.     Now  one  can  easily  under- 
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Stand  that  a  man  like  him  at  Court  doesnH  like 
to  haYe  a  mad  niece  running  after  him,  and  if 
I  had  retained  my  honorable  place  of  pablic 
proMCutorj  I  should  have  done  just  the  saoie; 
but  here  you  see,  we  are  all  equal,  so  I  made 
her  my  servuit ;  she  was  rather  restive  at  first, 
but  now  she'll  rub  down  a  mule  as  well  as  anj 
of  them— she's  somewhat  feverish  just  now, 
but  that'll  end  soon,  one  way  or  another.  Now 
mind  you  don't  tall  Laubardemont  that  she  is 
still  alive — he'll  think  I've  kept  her  for  econo- 
niy's  sake." 

''  What  ?    is    he    here    then  ?**    demanded 
Jacques. 

^*  Drink,  boy,"  said  Houmain,  who  offered  a 
good  example  in  this  respect,  and  vvhich  began  to 
affect  his  brain,  *^but  we'll  first  taste  this  Jarau* 
90a  wine;  it  belonged  once  to  that  vagaboud 
Henri  Quatre—- none  the  worBe  fur  that  you'il 
say.  Hurrah,  this  is  enjoyment,  Spain  to 
the  rights  France  to  the  left,  between  us  the 
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pilcber  aod  bottle ;  the  bottle,  ah  I  that  is  my 
dear  frieod,  my  stay  and  comforter!  I  leave 
everything  for  that,"  and  he  bruke  the  Deck  of 
a  hoge  flagoa  and  took  an  enormous  draught 
from  the  contents,  *'0h,  yes!"  contiuued  he, 
"  he's  here,  tlie  old  crone  I  aud  with  devilish 
cold  feet  too,  for  he'e  been  paddling  about  the 
mouQtaiaB  all  day  with  some  soldiore,  and  a 
few  particular  friends  of  mine.!' 
"  ludeed !"  cried  Jacquea. 
■'  Yes,  he  wants  to  get  hold  of  a  couple  of 
Togaboods  who  are  going  to  bring  sixty  thou- 
wod  Spanish  soldiers  io  their  pocketa!  you 
don't  understand  that  now,  I'll  bu  bound — 
you're  not  bright  enough— ali  !  ah  !  well  I've 
■udil,  uxty  thauaand  men  in  their  pockets." 

"  Aye,  aye,  I  undcrslaiid  you,"  said  Jac- 
ijttea  slowly,  and  Igoking  to  see  that  Iiis  piatolB 
sod  poniard  were  in  their  right  places. 

"  Now  then  let's  have  a  song,  1  will  have  a 
jolly  eong,"  and  the  druoken  TiUaiu  began  to 
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roar  oat  the  following  Spanish  staTe,  keeping 
time  with  his  feet*— 

'^  A  smugglei^s  life  for  me ! 
A  smuggler  oares  for  nought— 
His  life  is  hold  andfree^ 
He's  free— €mtil  he's  canght^ 
Ai — ai— si— Jalso  1— ha  1  ha  I 

He's  free-untU  he's  caught" 


he  rose  from  his  seat  and  endeavoured  todanoei 
but  staggering,  he  upset  himself  and  feU  back- 
wards on  the  groundi  where  he  remained  siog- 
ing  and  rolling  about,  while  Jacques  looked 
steadfastly  at  him  and  revolved  in  his  toini 
what  he  had  better  do. 

A  sudden  flash  of  lightning  streaked  acrosi 
the  room  and  left  a  strong  smell  of  snlpbiuv 
it  was  accompanied  by  a  tremendous  dap  of 
thunder — the  miserable  cabin  shook  agaioi  9sA 
a  huge  rafter  fell  with  a  loud  crash. 

''Why  the  house  is  falling  to  pieoesi'*  cried 


COUBT     mTHtODEB.  389 

out  the  drunkard,  wbere  are  our  frieoda  I 
should  like  to  koow  ?" 

Jacques  rushed  towards  the  door,  and  as  he 
opened  it,  be  atuniblcd  against  the  poor 
wretched  female  who  was  entering;  he  stag- 
gered  back ;  she  cried  out  with  frenzy — 

"  lie's  here,  be'i  here  I  the  unrighteous 
judge,"  and  fell  insensible  on  the  cold,  damp 
ground. 

Jacques  bad  crossed  her  body  with  one  foot 
when  another  figure,  livid  and  in  great  surprise, 
presented  itself;  'twas  that  of  a  man  of  ioi- 
mense  height  wearing  a  cloak  which  had  been 
drenched  in  the  etorm — he  started  back  in  his 
turn,  on  seeing  Jacques,  and  laughed  with  a 
horrid  and  a  bitter  laugh.  'Twas  Laubarde- 
moot  with  his  armed  followers  ;  the  two  men 
eyed  each  other  sternly. 

*'  Who—'who— who's  that  r  spluttered  foith 
Iloumain  rising  with  difficulty,  but  when  he 
■aw   these  persons,  who  seemed  petrified  at 
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eaoh  other's  aspect,  he  became  suddenly  silent 
and  endeavoured  to  raise  the  poor,  insensible 
prl  lying  between  them— the  former  broke 
flilence. 

'^  Are  you  the  person  we  are  seeking  ?" 

*^  Yes,  he  is  the  man  r  shouted  the  follow- 
ers, *^  his  comrade  has  escaped,** 

Jacques  stepped  back  to  the  slender  partition, 
and  throwing  hb  cloak  around  him,  looked, 
inth  his  back  against  a  beam,  like  a  bear  sur- 
rounded by  mortal  enemies.    He  answered — 

''  The  first  who  passes  that  body,  dies  by 
my  handi**  he  drew  a  long  poniard  as  he 
spoke. 

At  this  moment,  Houmain,  still  on  his  knees, 
in  turning  the  body  of  the  poor  girl,  showed 
her  face,  the  eyes  were  closed. 

*'Hell  and  furies  P  shouted  Laubardemont 
forgetting  himself,  '^  Jeanne  again  I  horror !" 

'^  Never  fear,  Monseigneuri*'  said  Houmain 
in  great  fright  and  endeavouring  to  raise  tbe 
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ejt  lids  of  the  poor  cmtnro, "  oerer  fear,  she^e 
dead  enough." 

Jacques  leuit  forward  aod  with  n  satuiic 
grin  Bcowled  onder  the  very  eyea  of  the  Judge, 
he  whiipered^- 

"  Let  me  depart,  and  I  will  not  diaoorer 
who  jaa  are — I  will  oot  proclaim  that  ahe  ia 
jour  niece  and  I  ytor  only  son  P 

Leabardetnont  started,  and  looked  at  his 
followers,  who  had  presented  tbeir  carabinea  at 
Jscqoes,  he  made  a  sign  for  them  to  retire  a 
little,  and  then  replied — 

"  Give  me  the  treaty  and  yon  shall  paw." 

"  Tie  here,  in  my  belt,  bat  if  you  touch  it 
I  will  make  known  our  relationship.  What 
would  your  moater  aay  to  that  ?" 

*'  Give  ibe  the  treaty  and  I  will  pardon  your 
life!" 

"  Let  me  paaa  and  I  will  pardon  your  being 
my  fether— " 

"  "Wliat  ?  always  the  same,  ruffian?^ 
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*'  Aye,  the  samei  thou  rathleee  aaMann  T 
^^  What  interest  can  70a  have  in  this  raw 
youth,  who  oonspires  agaioBt  the  state  ?*  asked 

the  judge. 

*'  And  yoU|  in  the  old  man  who  governs  ity" 
answered  the  othar» 

«'  Give  me  the  treaty,  I  have  deeply  sworn 
to  obtain  it*** 

^^  Leave  it  with  moi  I  have  also  sworn  to 
deliver  it  in  safety.** 

'<  Of  what  value  is  your  oath  ?"  asked 
Laubardemont  sneeiingly. 

"  And  yours  ?  have  you  foigotten  the  iron 
crudfix?" 

^^  Well,  you  are  a  precious  long  time  tiyinf; 
to  make  out  whether  you  know  each  other/ 
sud  Houmain  staggering  between  them. 

<<  I^no,"  cried  Laubardemont  ^  My  eyes 
have  never  encountered  this  man  until  no#.' 

At  this  instant  Jacques  finding  the  drunkarf 
between  himself  and  his  fiither.  threw  himflsif 
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wttb  great  riolence  against  the  the  feeble  pkoks 
which  formed  the  wall  of  the  miaerahle  hut, 
and  with  one  violent  kick  broke  two  of  thcin 
awa^]  aad  then  euddenl;  dashed  through  the 
opening  he  had  made;  the  whole  side  of  the 
cabin  was  ahstteied  by  the  force  of  the  blow  ; 
the  wind  and  snow  beat  in  TJolently. 

"  Hallo  1  Santo  Demonio,  where  are  you  ?" 
cried  ont  Honmsia,  "  the  torrent !  the  torrent 
is  there  V 

All  approached  caotioaBlj  to  the  openiog,  the; 
drew  Bwaythe  remaimng  planke,  and  looked 
down  the  abyea ;  tbey  eaw  a  strange  sight  in- 
deed— the  storm  waa  at  its  height,  and  it  was 
a  true  Fyrenean  tempeat;  flashes  of  lightning 
sbooefrom  each  point  of  the  horizon  ;  the  in- 
tervening moments  presented  absolute  dark- 
oe0S>  long  peaks  of  frozen  ice,  and  whitened 
rocks,  eraahed  and  fell  among  the  raging  tor- 
rents—the  roaring  waters  foamed  while  re- 
flected by  the  lightning,  and  the  huge  frozen 
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flakes  of  snow  flowed  down  like  dazzUng  IftTti 

In  the  midst  of   this  fearful  moving  miai, 

struggled   Jacques — each  efibrt  he  made  to 

escape  only  sunk  him  deeper  in  the  gulph ;  the 

waters  already  reached  above  his  knees ;  in 

vain  he  clung  to  a  huge  pyramid  of  ice^  which 

the  vivid  lightning  caused  to  shine  like  chrys- 

tal ;   the  glacier  was  melting  at  its  base  and 

slipped  gradually  and  slowly  towards  the  edge 

of  the  yawning  precipice ;  the  grinding  of  the 

ice  could  be  distinguished  beneath  the  psinng 

heap  of  snow.  Still  it  was  possible  to  havesaved 

the  wretch,  Laubardemont  was   soaroslj  four 

feet  from  him. 

'*  I  sink— I  sink  P*  cried  he  in  sgoDji 
^f  help  me  and  the  treaty  is  yours  P 
•  **  Give  it  me  at  once,  and  I  will  hold  out 
this  musket  to  your  help.'* 
■  **  Take  it  then  cried  he,  '^  since  the  dtri 
sides  with  RichelieU|"  and  he  snatched  the 
roller  from  hia  wiustband,  and  threw  it  in  at 


the  apmuag  at  lb*  mUb.  I<«ittodem(Hit 
niihfld  M&m  it  lod  MiMd  4be  btnty  at  ■  tiRsr 
wodd  dart  epos  iti  pivf ;  Jacqnet  in  vun 
Uirew  out  faia  arm  for  the  promiBcd  sBustance, 
lie  waa  leen  to  be  gndnallj  swept  aws;  with 
theiDoniig  niaaeca  of  ice. 

"  Ha !  Trretcb  I  fiend  1  you  have  dec^ved 
Qe,"  cried  he,  "  but  zemembci'i  70Q  took  not 
the  treat;  from  me,  I  gave  it  you.  Do  jou 
hear,&ther?" 

CfTisg  out  thus,  Jacquee  disappeared  over 
the  edge  of  the  precipice — one  terrific  scream 
EDUfiding  high  above  the  tempest's  howl,  and 
wu  answered  by  the  deep  and  furrowed  bed 
of  the  torrent  again  filling  with  maeses  of 
debria  and  ice  ;  and  the  loud  rolling  of  the 
thunders  and  the  hiHing  of  the  waters  formed 
the  accompaniment  to  this  horrid  scene ; 
even  the  aoldiers,  grouped  around  the  dead 
body  of  the  poor  man  and  the  stalwart  form  of 
the  onrighteoDs  judge,  were  ghastly  and  silent, 

vol.  n.  o 
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transfiked '  with  borrow  vaA  ftroily  beUeviog 
that  the  Most  High,  had  directed  the  atonn  to 
the  end  they  bad  witnessed. 
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Who  amongst  us  has  not  watched  with  feelings 
of  interest  the  passing  clonds  of  Heaven? 
who  has  not  envied  them  their  freedom  in  the 
air— when^  wafted  by  the  winds,  and  gilded  by 
the  ever  glorious  sun,  they  pursue  their  peace- 
ful course  like  a  phantom  fleet,  with  golden 
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prows  upon  the  waters.  Now  they  are  in 
light  groups  as  thej  glide  imperceptibly  alongi 
then,  in  lengthened  streaks  like  biidi  ot  ptf- 
sage — ^now  again  transparent  as  a  ynsi  opil 
detacKed  from  the  treasury  of  Heaven*  and 
then  fleecy  and  of  a  dazzling  whitenesB  Kke 
maiden  snow,  which  the  light  winds  from 
Heaven  carry  on  their  wings,  A  view  of  the 
ethereal  sky  intercepted  by  these  moving  va- 
pours,  cannot  fail  to  raise  the  contemplative 
mind  from  Earth,  and  in  the  awful  Eublimity 
of  the  vast  fabric  of  Heaven,  man  confeeaes  the 
utter  significance  of  his  own  being  in  the  eight 
of  an  all  powerful  and  just  Creator. 

How  truly  writes  the  Poet,  who,  half  in- 
spired, thus  expresses  his  thoughts  stench  a 
sight  :—• 

"  How  beautiful  is  all  this  visible  world  1 

How  glorious  in  its  action  and  itself ! 

But  we,  who  name  ourselves  its  sovereignfl,  w^ 

Half  dusty  half  deity^  alike  unfits , 

To  sink  or  soar,  with  our  mix*d  essence,  make 


A  oonfliet  of  ifa  damenb^  and  biwtbt 

The  bnath  of  degndfttiim  uid  d  prid<v 

C<»iteiidiiig  with  low  waats  and  Iofl7  wil^ 

TS[  our  mortalitj  predomiu&tefl, 

And  nun  are — ^what  tfaer  name  sot  to  themaelrea, 

And  trnst  not  to  each  other." 


but  where  go  yon,  ye  dark  and  heavy  douds 
of  this  Pyrenean  tempeatP  'tis  the  vind  of 
Africa  which  driveB  yon  with  ita  heated  breath 
— yoa  fly — you  roll — threatening  the  earth 
beneath  yoD,  as  yon  pass,  with  yonr  lightningt, 
your  thDnden,  and  your  waten.  Detaching 
yoarselres  with  difficulty  from  the  rocky 
beighta,  which  for  a  moment  atay  yoar  coarse, 
you  wander  on,  as  yoo  refresh  B£am,  the 
pictureaqae  ooontry  of  Henri  Qaatre,  Tith 
yonr  rain,  pascung  Gnyeone,  over  Suntonge, 
FcntoD,  and  La  Tocnuae,  yoa  tarry  awhile 
above  the  domuns  nf  old  Hugaee  Capet  and  at 
length  hang  orer  the  black  towers  of  Sunt 
Oemiain  in  frowning,  murky  darkness. 
B  3 
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''Oh,  madMBeP  exolikMd  Mtiitof Ifro- 
tua  to  the  Qqeeo,  ^  what  a  dread!u1  storm  htf 
blown  over  from  the  Sooth*'' 

^  YoQ  often  tnea  jom  ejre  ia  ihatdkeotiDii, 
my  dear,"  replied  Anne  of  Austria  lemifl;  on 
the  balcony. 

**  *Tk  the  sun  which  attracts  me,  madame.* 

^  And  storms  as  well,  Marie  t  these  doodt 
bode  no  good  to  yon.  I  woqM  yon  east  yoor 
view  towards  the  Polish  territory,  a  laccof 
men  is  there  who  amy  well  be  vorth  yoor 
contemplation  ns  their  future  queen.* 

At  this  moment,  to  avoid  the  rain  whiob 
began  to  fall  in  torrents,  the  Prince  Witme 
rode  quickly  pa?t  the  windows  of  the  qseca 
accompanied  by  a  numerous  cavalcade  w 
mounted  Poles ;  their  Torkisii  dress,  orna- 
mented with  buttons  of  the  choicest  ditmoDdh 
emeralds  or  rubies,  their  green  cloaks  and 
gridelmSy  the  high  and  waving  plumea  deooiat* 
ing   their  horses'  heads,  and   their  chivalnHii 
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bcariitg  nude  tbent  khine  with  a  singukr,  and 
nat!]  iheoi  unknowa  magnificvnce—they  reined 
is  their  steede  ;  the  prince  talHt«d  twice,  wbi]« 
(he  graceful  courMr  he  bflBtroda  {truiced  gently 
on  taming  his  forehead  towards  tha  prinoeM, 
aeigbing  and  throwing  bis  head  to  and  fro,  ag 
if  to  Balota  bar  too;  the  whole  Buita  went 
thn^igh  tbia  evolution  ai  they  paased.  The 
priaoeaa  Marie,  at  firsts  bong  back  for  fear  of 
beit^  aeon  in  tears,  but  this  novel  and  flatter- 
ing aalutatioo  drew  her  to  the  balcony  again, 
and  she  couhl  not  help  lemarkiag  to  the 
Qaeea — 

"  How  beautifully  the  prince  oaaoages  his 
horse,  so  easy  and  ao  gnwefnl ;  his  thoughts 
the  while  appear  buy  on  other  subjeots." 

"  He  thinks  of  her  who  should  be  oalled  his 
•loeen,  if  she  would  bub  bend  her  graceful 
head,  and  glance  with  her  lustrous  eyes  ap- 
provingly towards  a  throDC — instead  of  re- 
ouving  their  compliments  with  indifforenoa  as 
at  present." 
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As  Anne  of  Aostiia  epoke,  she  tapped  Mt- 
lie  gently^  on  her  ruby  lips  with  her  fan,  the 
young  princess  could  not  help  stnilingp  but  ake 
immediately  lowered  her  head,  and  with  a 
silent  reproach,  endeavoured  to  reassume  the 
melancholy  ezpresmon  she  had  for  a  moment  * 
lost  sight  of.  She  was  under  the  neceadty  of 
casting  her  eyes  to  the  clouds  hoyeringoyer 
the  castle,  to  regain  her  self-possession— this 
Uttle  incident  did  not  escape  the  attentbn  of 
the  Palatine  who,  howeyer  misconstrued  the 
expression  of  Marie's  countenance. 

**  Poor  child,"  remarked  the  queen,  **  you 
do  all  you  can  to  be  faithful  as  a  heroine  of 
romance  ;  in  shunning  sleep  you  sacrifice  your 
health;  you  do  not  take  sufficient  food  for  your 
natural  support ;  you  pass  the  nights  in  medita- 
tion or  in  ^  riting ;  but  with  all  this,  1  do  assure 
you,  Marie,  you  will  not  succeed,  except  in- 
deed in  becoming  less  beautiful,  and  loeiog  the 
dignity  of  a  queen  I  your  poor  admirer,  Monsieor 
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it  Cinq  Bfan,  a  of  too  ambitious  a  natnre, 
Marie ;  he  ia  a  doomed,  lost  maa  1" 

Seeing  that  Marie  drew  a  haadkerchief 
aerosa  her  ejea,  Anoe  of  Aostria  retired  to  sa 
inner  apartment,  and  there  feigned  to  be  seek 
ing  for  some  jewehry  at  her  toilet,  but  shortly 
returning,  replaced  herself  at  the  baloooj ; 
■be  hoped  the  words  she  had  uttered  had  made 
some  imi)reBaion  in  this  slight  interval — Marie 
was  now  calmer ;  she  looked  sadly  around 
her. 

The  Queen  continued  the  conversation  id  a 
more  serious  tone. 

"  Heaven  has  been  kinder  to  yon,  Marie, 
than  you  perhaps  deserve;  yoa  have  lately 
escaped  a  great  danger,  you  were  about  to 
niake  an  inordinate  sacrifioe,  but  happily,  it  is 
Dot  yet  accompliflbed.  Innocence  has  saved  you 
from  the  evils  of  love — you  are  like  one  who, 
imagining  she  has  swallowed  a  deadly  poison, 
awakes  to  find  she  has  merely  partaken  of  a 
harmless  draught  I 


( 
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"  Alas !  madame  I  what  do  jov  mean  ?  am 
I  Dot  suflScieatly  unhappy  7* 

"Do  not  interrupt  me,  Marie,"  said  ibe 
queen,  **  you  are  about  to  estimate  your  rssi 
position ;  I  wish  not  to  accuse  you  of  ingratW 
tude  towards  the  Cardinal,  I  hare  too  modi 
reason  to  be  dissatified  with  him  to  speak  in 
his  faTor;  but  you  must  recoUeoty  that  he 
alone  in  all  France  yoted  for  the  war,  for  the 
recoTcry  of  the  Duohy  of  Mantua  in  oppos* 
tion  to  the  queen  mother  and  the  whole  Court; 
this  territory  he  wrested  from  the  Empire  and 
from  Spain,  and  restored  it  to  your  honored 
father  the  Due  de  Nevera— aye,  in  this  ifstj 
castle  of  Saint  Germain  waa  signed  the  tresty 
which  destroyed  the  power  of  the  Duo  de 
Ouastalla.  Kotwithstanding  which,  we  hate 
a  young  man  but  twenty  two  years  of  sgi^ 
from  love  of  you  alone  (for  I  will  beUere  be 
is  actuated  by  that  pasnon)  ready  to  take  tbs 
life  of  your  father's  benefiustor.** 
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'*  Oh  Heaven !  nndame,  be  u  inoApable  of 
snob  to  act  i  I  vow  to  you  he  has  refused. " — 

"  I  have  reqaeeted  you,  Marie,  act  to  ioter- 
nipt  me.  I  kaow  that  Cinq  Mua  ii  a  loyal  sod 
a  generoua  tnaa ;  I  irill  even  allow  that,  against 
the  ouBtom  of  the  present  day,  he  haa  declined 
proceeding  to  extremities,  and  would  not  de- 
prive an  old  defenceless  man  of  life,  as  did  the 
chevalier  de  Guise  in  days  gone  by.  But  will 
he  possess  the  power  to  restrain  an  act  like 
tbifl  by  others  if  he  once  appear  in  open  war- 
fare ?  Neither  be  nor  we  can  foreuee  the  result. 
Tis  God  alone  who  knows  the  future  I  Is  it 
certain,  think  you,  that  it  is  for  your  sake 
alone  he  se^s  this  old  man's  downfal — that  he 
has  prepared  a  civil  war  which  may  burst  forth 
even  at  the  present  moment!  a  war,  which 
turn  as  it  may,  must  be  ausuccestful  to  him  ; 
for  know,  dear  Marie,  that  Monsieur  is  about 
to  abandon  the  coaBpiracy." 

"  What,  madame  P" 

B   < 
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"  I  am  certain  of  what  I  say  I  I  need  not 
explain  farther — what  now  becomes  of  the 
Master  of  the  Horse?  the  King  is  gone  to 
consnlt  with  the  Cardinal,  to  consult,  is  to 
give  way  to  his  opinion  I  but  then  the  treaty 
with  Spain  has  been  signed !  and  if  that  be 
discovered,  what  can  Cinq  Mars  do  alone? 
Nay,  do  not  tremble  thus,  dear  Marie,  he  shall 
be  saved,  I  promise  you,  it  is  yet  time,  at  least 
I  hope  so  I" 

**  Ah !  madame — you  only  hope  ?  I  am  un- 
done r  murmured  Marie  nearly  funting. 

''Let  us  be  seated,"  continued  the  Queen ; 
and  placing  herself  near  Marie  at  the  entrance  of 
the  apartment,  she  resumed: — ^^Ko  doubt, 
my  dear  Marie,  Monsieur  will  treat  for  the 
pardon  of  all  the  conspirators  as  well  as  (oi 
himself,  but  exile  must  be  their  lightest  doom 
— banishment  for  life  I  Thus  we  see,  the 
Duchess  de  Nevers  of  Mantua,  the  Princess 
Marie  de  Gonsague,  yourself  my  dear,  the  wife 
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of  Henri  d'Effiat,  Marqaess  de  Cinq  Mare,  an 
exile  I 

"Well  Madame,  to  exile  will  I  follow  him ; 
HU  my  duty  aa  hie  wife,"  answered  Marie  in 
tears,  "  1  woatd  he  were  even  bow  in  safety." 

**  Dreams  of  eariy  youth  V  said  the  Queen, 
while  supporting  Marie,  "  Awake,  awake,  my 
child,  'tis  necessary  to  do  so ;  I  will  not  deny 
the  qualities  of  your  friend,  he  is  of  a  noble 
character,  of  an  elevated  mind,  of  a  daring 
courage ;  but  hence-forward,  Marie,  he  can  be 
nought  to  yon ;  and  fortunately  you  are 
neither  his  wife  nor  bis  betrothed." 

**  Nay,  I  am  his,  and  his  alone." 

"  But  without  the  benediction  of  the  Church." 
answered  Aone  of  Austria,  with  someanperity, 
"  in  short,  without  a  legal  marriage  I  no  priest 
liRB  dared  to  give  hie  benediction  to  yonr  union, 
your  own  confessor  even  has  not  done  so,  he 
hug  said  as  much  to  me  t  nay,  he  silent  Marie, 
added  she,  placing  her  fore  finger  on  Marie's 
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lip&|y  ^^  silenoe  yet ;  you  are  about  to  say  '  dial 
your  oaths  are  registered  in  heaven,  that  yoo 
canoot  live  without  him,  that  your  fiitea  are 
inseparable,  that  death  alone  can  relieve  you 
from  your  vows ;'  ah,  youthful  visions,  delioioiii 
dreams,  at  which  you  will  one  day  smile«-*too 
happy  in  not  having  had  to  deplore,  to  the 
latest  moment  of  your  life,  the  indulgence  of 
them ;  of  all  the  charming  women  you  see  at 
court,  which  of  theni,  think  you,  at  your  age 
has  not  enjoyed  some  bright  dream  of  love 
like  yours?  which    of  them  has  not  formed 
what  they  imagined,  indissoluble  bonds?  and 
who  among  them  has  not  uttered  in  secret, 
eternal  vows  of  constancy  ?   Well  Marie^  these 
dreams^— where    are    thej  ?    vanished  I   these 
bonds?  broken  I  these  vows?   forgotten  I  snd 
yet  still  they  are  wives  and  happy  mothers  I 
surrounded  by  the  honors  due  to  their  rank, 
they    come,    they    laugh,    they    danoe;  oty« 
Marie,  I  yet  divine  what  you  would  say ;  '  tbey 
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oould  not  love  oi  jou  have  done ;'  is't  not  so  ? 
well,  Marie,  yob  agun  deceive  yourself;  they 
loved  not  leas  and  Aed  as  bitter  tears  as  you. 
Tifl  time  yoo  ebould  lesra  the  deep  mystery 
which  causes  your  despair,  for  you  are  igno- 
nuit  of  the  evil  which  coDeuines  yoa ;  oar 
being,  my  dearest  child,  is  double;  our  ioter- 
nal  life,  that  of  onr  affeotions,  is  for  ever  at 
variance  with  our  exteroal  existence;  aad  this 
latter  is  ever  dominant ;  we  cannot,  Marie,  do 
what  we  will,  we  cannot  ba  independent  of 
the  other  sex  alone ;  a  woman  may  believe  her- 
self mistress  of  her  fate,  the  sight  of  bot  one 
person  recalls  to  her  mind  her  heavy  chain,  in 
•bowing  ber,  her  rank  and  state.  Let  her 
imagine  henelf,  to  the  highest  degree,  firm  in 
her  independence,  it  is  suffitaent  to  restore  hw 
to  her  every  day  existence,  if  but  a  lackey 
enter  to  demand  her  orders.  Alas,  for  woman  I 
dependence  is  her  heavy  yoke." 
Marie  bowed  ber  head  in  silence. 
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^*  And  DOW,  poor  child,  perhaps  yoa  think 
yourself  mach  to  blame,  but  y&t  all  meo  are 
beiDgs  80  dependent,  the  one  on  the  other,  I  do 
not  even  know  but  that  those  extraordinary 
retirements  from  the  world  and  its  affairs,  which 
we  ha?e  sometimes  seen,  are  not  made  ezpresdly 
for  the  world's  applause;  for  despair  has  its 
courtships  no  less  than  solitude,  its  affectatioiu; 
nay,  it  has  been  even  said  that,  the  most  aosters 
of  anchorites  have  not  been  able  to  restiaio 
their  curiosity  to  ascertain  what  the  world  hu 
said  of  them  in  their  seclusion ;  this  strong 
desire  for  the  world's  opinion  is  beneficial,  for 
it  vanquishes  whatever  there  is  of  disorder 
within  us,  it  comes  to  the  assistance  of  duty, 
too  often  alas  1  neglected  ;  in  returning  to  oar 
natural  state  of  existence  after  some  strong 
excitement  which  has  maddened  oar  btaii^ 
we  feel  the  satisfaction  of  an  exile  returning  to 
the  bosom  of  his  family.  'Tis  the  fact  of  hmg 
restored  to  a  natural  state,  that  gives  the  oaha 
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and  qniet  you  observe  in  eo  many  eyea  which 
have  been  bedewed  with  bitter  tears.  But 
further,  yon  thiuk  yourself  peijnred  ia  renounc- 
ing Ciuq  Mars ;  yet  nothing  binds  you  to  him  I 
You  hnve  sacrificed  more  than  equivalent  to  bis 
affection  in  refusing,  for  the  last  two  years, 
those  royal  hands  offered  to  your  acceptance. 
And  what,  pray,  has  this  impassioned  lover  at 
last  effected?  he  has  raised  himself  in  the 
endeavour  to  approach  yon,  wbile  hie  ambition 
has  aided  his  affections.  But,  Marie,  may  not 
that  love  have  been  subservient  to  this  all  ab- 
sorbing [Mssion  ?  This  young  man  seems  to 
have  been  very  cunning,  but  at  the  same  time 
vondrons  calm  in  his  calculations,  very  inde- 
pendent in  hia  resolutions  and  monstrous  pro- 
jects I  i  cannot  believe  that  all  this  can  spring 
from  love  alone  I  Suppose,  Marie,  yon  were 
bat  a  means  instead  of  an  end,  what  would 
yoB  say  then. !' 

"  Say,  Madame  F  that  I  should  love  him 
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■tin,'*  answered  Marie  with  pafrionate  teoia- 
neaBj  **  ao  long  as  he  liyee,  ao  loDg  do  I  belong 
to  him  P 

^'Then^"  anawered  the  Queen  qaietlj,  bot 
with  great  deciaion,  '<  mark  me  Marie,  ao  bog 
aa  I  liye,  I  will  oppoae  year  viewa  P 

The  rain  and  hail  were  now  falling  Tioleatly 
on  the  balcony,  the  Queen  took  advantage  of 
this  circumstaace  to  riae  and  retire  to  ber 
apartment,  where  the  Duobees  de  CheTreoe^ 
Mazarin,  Madame  de  Guimen6  and  the  Friooe 
Palatine  were  in  waiting ;  the  Qneen  plaeed 
herself  before  them,  and  Marie,  bariBg 
followed  the  Queen,  concealed  benelf 
behind  a  curtain,  ao  that  no  one  obooU 
remark  the  effecta  of  the  emotions  sbe  bsd 
experienced  during  her  long  interview  witb 
her  Miyesty.  At  first  she  declined  jsiaiog  ^ 
the  cheerful  conversation,  but  aome  few  wenfa 
falling  on  her  ear  bespoke  her  attentioa ;  tbe 
Queen  was  showing  to  the  Princess  ds  Ofli- 
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aeai  »  aplendid  aet  of  tlunumda,  ebe  bad  just 
reooiTed  from  PsriB. 

**  As  to  this  crowD,"  sud  she,  "  it  ia  not 
mine  to  offer,  the  King  oommaoded  it  to 
be  made  for  the  future  Queen  of  Poland,  who 
tint  may  be,  no  one  has  yet  diMovered  :"  then 
turning  to  the  Prince  Palatine  she  added. — 
**  We  eaw  70a  paaa  our  balcony  jnst  nov — 
may  I  ask  who  yon  were  about  to  visit  7" 

**  Mademoiselle  la  Dnches»e  de  Rohan," 
answered    the    Pole. 

The  sly,  insinuating  Mazatin  who  canght  at 
the  slightest  thing  to  endeavor  to  unravel  secrets 
and  reader  himself  of  importanoe,  said  to  the 
Queen. 

"  That  answer  was  quite  d  propoi,  when 
your  Majesty  spoke  of  the  Crown  of  Poland." 

Marie  who  overheard  this  observation  could 
not  brook  the  slight  implied  in  it,  and  remarked 
to  Madame  de  Guimeni  who  was  near  her, 

"Is  Monsieur  de  Chabot,  then,  the  King  of 
PoUnd?" 


18  oouRT  iNTRiausa. 

The  Queen  heard  the  remark  and  noted  thu 
emotion  of  offended  pride;  she  eneonraged 
farther  oonyereation  on  the  snbject  in  the  hope 
of  seeing  deeper  into  the  thoughts  of  theyonng 
princess. 

The  Princess  de  Guimen^  observed,  '*  naj, 
but  can  such  a  marriage  as  that  of  De  BobsOi 
with  Monsieur  de  Chabot — ^be  thought  of 
seriously  ?  In  that  case  Mademoiselle  de 
Bohan,  whom  we  have  seen  so  proud,  after 
having  refused  the  Count  de  Soissons,  the 
Due  de  Weimar,  and  the  Due  de  Nemoor^ 
must  be  satisfied  with  the  state  of  a  private 
gentleman?  what  will  happen  next  I  wonder?" 

Mazarin  observed,  '*Is  it  possible?  can 
there  be  true  love  at  Court?  can  such  i 
marriage  take  place?  Tis  not  within  the 
bounds  of  credibility  t" 

While  thk  was  going  on,  the  Queen  amoeed 
herself  with  opening  and  closing  the  magiufi* 
eent  tianu** 
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^'  DimnoDds  only  look  well  when  8et  off  with 
raven  hair  ?"  said  she,  ^*  come  hither,  Marie— 
my  loye!  bend  your  head  this  way  I  Now, 
now,  how  beautiful  they  look  T  added  she  as 
she  placed  the  tiara  on  her  head. 

**  One  would  have  supposed  them  made  on 
purpoee  for  the  princess/,  said  the  wily  Maza- 
rin. 

'*  I  would  shed  the  last  drop  of  blood  in  my 
veins  conld  the  diadem  remain  where  it  now 
is,*  said  the  Prince  Palatine  with  chivalrio 
ardor. 

Marie^  even  amid  the  tears  which  yet  be- 
dewed her  cheek,  could  not  suppress  a  timid 
smile  which  glanced  like  a  sudden  ray  of  the 
Bun  in  the  midst  of  rain,  but  blushing  deeply, 
Bhe  immediately  stepped  back,  leaving  the 
tiara  in  the  Queen's  hands,  and  retired  to  her 
private  apartments. 

A  smile  was  on  every  countenance;  the 
Queen  followed  her  with  a  look  of  satisfaction. 
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and  giying  her  hand  to  ike  Polish  A  mhawidor, 
to  kita^  ahe  too  retired,  lo  write  a  letter,  the 
attixitanoe  of  which  none  bat  a  daring  mnd 
could  haye  put  on  paper ;  the  efiecta  of  this 
epistle  she  certainly  did  not  calcolate  on^or 
ahe  would  have  paused  'ere  ahe  wrote  it 
Little  did  she  foresee  the  frightful  changes  to 
be  caused  by  its  delivery  to  the  party  to 
whom  it  was  addressed. 


CHAPTER  n. 


THE    LABOraa  of   tub    nUHE   MINISTBB. 


OifB  eremog,  wUls  tlte  amy  was  tyiag  bdbr* 
P«qngnan,  a  stnnge  ocanrrence  took  plnoe. 
At  ten  o'oIodE  at  night  the  cunp  wm  hi  oon- 
f>1*te  rspoM  —  the  luka-warm  and  ahnoit 
abandoned  operations  of  the  si^e  had  ua> 
parted  a  dulDeee  both  to  the  oamp  aad  oity. 
On  tb«  Spanish  tide  a  few  Frenolimen  were  to 
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be  found,  all  oommonioation  being  left  open 
M  in  time  of  peace,  while  among  the  Frendi 
anny  an  idea  prevailed  that  eome  extraordinary 
eyent  was  about  to  oocnr.  No  sonnd  waa 
heard  but  the  heavy  tread  of  the  aentineb— 
nothing  to  be  seen  bat  the  small,  reddish  light 
of  the  matches  for  their  fire  arms,  when  suddenly 
the  trumpets  of  the  monsquetures,  of  the 
light  cavaliers  and  of  the  gnardssounded  nmulta* 
neonsly  to  horse.  All  the  disaffected  shoated 
to  arms,  while  sergeants,  carrying  pikes  and 
flambeaus,  proceeded  from  tent  to  tent  to  rouse 
the  soldiers,  to  arrange  them  in  their  ranks 
and  muster  them.  Detached  parties  marched 
in  silence  round  the  camp  .and  took  up  their 
position  on  the  battle  field,  the  tread  of  heavy 
boots  was  heard,  likewise  the  quick  advance  of 
squadrons  of  cavalry.  In  half  an  hour  the 
excitement  subsided,  but  the  soldiers  stood  to 
their  arms.  Torches  were  still  to  be  seen  shed- 
ding their  light  in  the  interior  of  the  tents — 
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on  approaobing  one  of  these,  two  abadows  were 
reflected  as  of  persons  passing  to  and  fro ;  on 
the  outside  were  several  horsemen  in  waitings 
in  the  innde  were  the  friends  De  Thou  and 
Cinq  Mars. 

In  viewing  the  pious  and  sage  De  Thou 
risen  and  armed  at  this  kte  hour^  he  might 
easily  have  been  mistaken  for  one  of  the  chiefs 
of  the  revolt*  but  in  observing  his  melancholy 
countenance  closer,  it  was  apparent  that  he  had 
allowed  himself  to  be  led  and  compromised  by 
an  extraordinary  resolution^  which  enabled  him 
to  overcome  the  horror  he  felt  at  the  enterprise 
itself.  Ever  since  the  day  that  Henri  d*Efliat 
had  opened  his  mind  and  confided  his  dreadful 
secret  to  him,  he  had  foreseen  that  aU  remon- 
strance would  be  in  vain  to  endeavour  to  turn 
him  from  his  purpose. 

He  had  even  understood  more  than  Cinq 
Mars  had  communicated,  he  had  foreseen  in 
the  secret  union  of  his  friend  with  the  princess 
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Marie,  circumstanceH  nhich  must  alti 
produce  a  moat  unhappy  result.  The 
which  Cinq  Mars  made  his  full  coufeaai 
Thou  hod  tried  everythiog  in  his  pc 
prevent  him  from  forming  a  foreign  allia 
ve  have  seen,  he  had  used  the  strongest 
of  eloquence  and  persuasion  with  no  ot 
snlt  than  to  harden  the  resolution  of  bia 
He  remembered  that  nhen  Cinq  &lara  ha 
— "  Have  I  a^ked  you  to  take  part  la  th 
epiracy?"  he  at  the  same  moment  ha 
tnised  he  would  not  denounce  hia 
he  had  even  worked  upon  his  own  feeli 
B8  to  get  the  better  of  his  fricDdship  i 
enable  him  to  eay — 

"  Expect  nothing  more  (rom  me  if  yo 
that  treaty  1" 

NeverthelesB  ihe  treaty  had  been  signs 
De  Thou  had  not  quitted  Cinq  Mars.  T) 
of  discussing  the  plans  of  his  friend  fami 
had  rendered  them  leas  objectionable— hi 
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tempt  for  the  vices  of  the  prime  minister,  his  in- 
dignation  at  the  abject  conduct  of  the  parlia- 
ment and  the  total  corruption  of  justice,  the 
powerftil  names  and  noble  characters  of  the 
persons  directing  the  enterprise,  all  had  con- 
tributed to  soften  his  first  impressions.  Hav- 
ing once  assured  Cinq  Mars  of  success,  he 
conridered  himself  bound  to  repose  in  his 
confidence,  and  since  the  casual  event  which 
had  compromised  him  at  the  house  of  Marion 
de  Lorme,  as  one  among  the  conspirators,  he 
considered  himself  bound  in  honor  to  an  in- 
violable secrecy.  Since  that  time  he  had  bad 
sn  interview  with  Monsieur,  the  Duke  de 
Bouillon  and  Fontrailles ;  they  had  been  ac- 
customed to  speak  before  him  without  any 
restraint,  and  he  had  listened  without  resent- 
ment; and  now  the  dangers  of  his  friend  had 
drawn  him  as  if  by  a  loadstone  into  the  vortex 
-*-his  conscience  did  not  acquit  him,  yet  he 
followed  Cinq  Mars  wherever  he  went  without 
VOL.  in.  c 
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even  once,  from  exoem  of  deKoacy,  huatdingt 
single  expresBion  whibh  might  seeia  to  ^MA 
any  penonal  fear ;  be  had  devoted  hit  rery  Sh 
tacitly  to  tbe  caose  and  felt  tliat  it  wonU  be 
uiiv9x)rtky  in  him  eren  for  a  moowol  to  eater- 
tarn  a  tbooght  of  retractiBgk 

The  Maater  of  the  Horae  had  his  cuirass  on ; 

he  was  armed  and  wore  laige  boois  ;  an  eoo^ 
mou8  pistol  was  placed  on  tbe  table  between 
two  torchesi  a  lighted  match  was  likewise  close 
by,  a  hea^'y  watch  in  a  brass  case  was  lejr 
the  pistol — De  Thou  now  sat  immoveable  with 
his  arms  crossed.  Cinq  Mars  paced  backwsrds 
and  forwards,  W4itching  the  hand  of  the  tioM- 
piece  whioh  appeared  too  sluggish  to  sstisfy 
bis  ei^er  mind,  he  opened  his  teat  and  looked 
towards  the  heavensj  then  returned. 

^'  My  star  is  not  in   the  ascendant,"  said  bc^ 
^'  but  no  roattter^  she  occupies  my  heart** 
•'  The  night  is  dark  ladeed,"  said  De  Xhw- 
*^  Say  rather,  that  the  time  draws  nigh ;  it 
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wntHfl,  mj  friend,  it  corneal  twenty  minutei 
more  and  all  will  be  acoolbpUshed — the  array 
•Illy  waits  for  the  report  of  thi*  pistol  to  com- 
mence operatioBB." 

De  Thou  took  an  irorj  oracifiz  in  hit  hand 
and  eud — 

'*  Now  is  the  hoar  to  complete  the  sacrifice  ; 
I  do  not  repent  the  course  I  have  chosen,  but 
the  wilful  commission  of  a  nn,  is  bitterness  to 
m;  heart ;  I  have  hitherto  devoted  my  life  to 
peaceful  parsoits  and  the  salvation  of  my  bou1> 
now  I  am  about  to  commit  a  heinous  crime 
and  lay  my  hand  upon  the  sword." 

Then  seiring  Cinq  Man  forcibly  by  the 

*'  It  is  for  theCt  it  is  for  thee  I"  added  he  with 
the  entbnsiaBm  of  a  blindly  devoted  heart,  "  I 
shall  rejoice  in  my  error  should  it  advance  thy 
glory;  1  will  see  but  thy  happiness  in  my  fault 
Forgive  me  for  having  returned  for  a  moment 
to  the  habitual  thoughts  of  my  life." 
c  3 
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Cinq  Mars  looked  steadfastly  at  his  friend 
while  a  tear  stole  down  his  cheek. 

**My  worthy  friend,"  said  he,  **  may  your 
fault  fall  no  where  but  on  my  head — but  let  os 
hope  that  God,  who  pardons  those  he  loves, 
may  be  with  us,  for  we  are  indeed  guilty— I 
for  love — you  for  friendship." 

Then  suddenly  looking  at  the  watch  he  seized 
upon  the  pistol,  and  staring  at  the  smoking 
match  with  a  steady  aspect  while  his  long  hiir 
fell  over  his  face  like  the  mane  of  a  youog 
lion. 

"  Burn  not  rapidly,"  said  he,  **  but  slowly ; 
thou  art  about  to  cause  a  flame  which  the 
waves  of  the  ocean  will  be  unable  to  qaeDch, 
a  flame  which  will  extend  itself  over  half  the 
world;  burn  slowly  then,  precious  element— the 
wiods  which  agitate  thee  are  violent,  for  they  are 
fanoed  by  love  and  hate  ;  the  explosion  caused 
by  thee  shall  be  felt  far  and  wide,  from  the  hot 
of  the  peasant  even  to  the  palace  of  the  Eang, 
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boro  on^  burn  on,  thou  flickering  flame,  thou 
wilt  be  to  me  a  sceptre  or  a  thunderbolt/' 

De  Thou  still  holding  the  ivory  cross  in  his 
hand,  said  in  a  low  voice — 

'^  Lord !    pardon  us  the  blood  that  must  be 
shed ;  we  are  about  to  combat  with  the  wicked 
and  the  impious.'* 
•   Then  raising  his  voice. 

^^  My  friend,  the  cause  of  virtue  must  tri- 
umph, it  will  triumph !  it  is  God  who  has  or- 
dained that  this  infamous  treaty  shall  not  harm 
us ;  those  who  have  caused  this  crime,  will 
doubtless  feel  the  displeasure  of  the  Almighty ; 
we  shall  fight  without  foreign  aid  if  we  fight 
at  all,  —  God  will  change  the  heart  of  the 
King." 

'*  The  time  is  come,  the  time  is  come,"  said 
Cinq  Mars,  as  his  eyes  were  fixed  upon  the 
watch  with  a  sort  of  savage  joy,  **  but  four 
minutes  more  and  the  camp  of  the  Cardinalists 
shall  be  crushed,  we  will  march  upon  Nar- 
bonne ;  he  is  there.    Give  me  the  pistol." 
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At  these  words  he  liaatily  opeoed  t 
and  took  op  the  match. 

"  A  coarier  from  Paris !  an  exprei 
Court  1"  cried  a  voice  outaide,  ae  a  man: 
with  bard  riding  and  orercome  by 
threw  himself  from  his  horse,  entered  1 
and  presented  a  billei  to  Cinq  Mara. 

"  From  the  Queen,  Monsieur,"  said  I 
senger. 

Cinq  Mare  in  much  surprise  read 
lows — 

"  MoMStEDa  DB  Cinq  Mabs, 

"  I  forward  this  letter  to 
and  pray  of  you  to  allow  our  well  buloi 
adopted  child  the  Princess  Marie  de  & 
to  return  to  her  duties;  your  affectio 
debars  her  from  the  throne  of  Polan' 
lus  been  offered  to  her.  I  have  prol 
iaclinatioDs,  she  is  very  young  and  Iht 
cause  to  believe  that  she  will  accept  the 
with  less  fffief  than  you  may  perhaps  in 


COURT    IKTBKICU. 


31 


It  18  tor  her  you  have  ondertaken  a  w^x  wLich 
mutt  desolate  my  beautiful  country  by  fire  and 
sword  ;  I  supplicate  and  implore  yon  to  act  as 
a  gentleman,  and  nobly  release  the  Duchess  of 
Mantua  from  the  promises  she  baa  made  to 
you.  Let  her  soul  recover  its  peace  and  let 
peace  be  also  to  our  beloved  oountry*  The 
Queen,  who  will  throw  herself  at  your  feet  if 
it  aeeda  must  bOb 


Cinq  Mars  replaced  the  pistol  on  the  table ;  his 
first  impulse  was  to  turn  the  weapon  upon  him- 
self;  he  laid  it  down  however,  and  snatching  a 
pendl  wrote  on  the  reverse  of  the  same 
letter*-^ 


^^  Marie  de  Gonzague  being  my 
wife,  cannot  be  Queen  of  Poland  until  after 
iDy  death-*-!  die» 

**CINQMABS." 
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Then,  as  if  he  would  not  allow  himse 
for  a  moment'B  reflectioD,  be  forced  tl 
into  the  hands  of  the  courier. 

"  To  horse,  to  horse  1"  cried  be  in  a 
tone,  "  if  you  remain  here  another 
you  are  a  dead  man." 

He  saw  the  courier  gallop  off,  tl: 
entered  the  ten(. 

Alone  with  his  friend  he  stood  for  a  d 
pale  and  with  his  eyes  fixed  on  the  groi 
felt  hitQBelf  totter  from  violent  einotioa 

"  De  Thou,"  cried  he. 

"  What  would  you,  my  friend  ?  I  ami 
hand." 

"  De  Thou  1"  cried  he  again  with  a 
voice  and  fell  with  hb  face  to  the  grou 
nn  uprooted  tree. 

De  Thou  in  alarm  raised  hia  fricDi 
blood  was  guslitng  from  his  ears  and  i: 
he  would  have  thought  him  dead  but  i 
torrents   of  tears  which  flowed  from  hi 
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they  were  the  oalj  Bigns  of  life ;  saddenlj  he 
Ntmed  reanimated,  ataied  around  him  wildt; 
and  by  an  extraordinary  exertion  recovered  hia 
senses  and  Udual  preaenoe  of  mind. 

"  I  am  in  the  company  of  mea,"  said  he, 
"  and  I  must  act  with  them.  My  friend,  it  ia 
half  past  eleven,  the  hour  for  the  signal  has 
passed — jrive  orders  in  my  name  that  the  troops 
return  to  their  qoarters,  say  that  it  is  a  false 
alarm  which  I  will  this  night  explain  in 
peraon." 

De  Thou  perceived  in  a  moment  the  im- 
portance of  this  direction,  he  went  out  but  re- 
turned immediately,  he  found  Cinq  Mare  seated, 
apparently  calm  and  endeavouring  to  cleanse 
the  blood  from  his  face. 

"  De  Thou  r  said  he,  looking  firmly  at  him, 
"  retire,  you  distress  me." 

"  I  will  not  leave  you,"  answered  De 
Tbou. 

•'  Fly,  I  tell  you,  the  Pyreneee  are  not  far' 
c  5 


M  ootTBT   nrTBiouxa 

cBstant,  I  dare  not  epeak  much  longer  even  to 
you,  but  if  you  remain  with  me  you  die*  I 
give  you  fair  warning/' 

*^  I  shall  remain  nevertheless,^  answered  De 
Thou  in  a  decisive  tone. 

^  God  preserve  you  theki/^  replied  Cmq 
Aiarsy  *^  for  I  can  do  nothing  more,  the  mo* 
ment  has  passed,  I  leave  you  here.  Call  Fon- 
trailles  and  all  the  confederates,  distribute  their 
passports  and  let  them  fly  immediately,  tell 
them  all  has  failed,  but  that  1  thank  them. 
Am  for  you,  ouce  again,  I  say,  fly  with  them ; 
nay,  I  entreat  you;  but  whatever  you  do,  for 
your  life,  follow  me  not  1  I  swear  to  you  that 
I  will  not  lay  violent  hands  on  myself  I 
E  tibracing  his  fr\^nd,  he  instantaneously  rushed 
from  the  tent,  leaving  De  Thou  in  the  greatest 
wonder  and  anxiety. 

At  Narbonne,  in  the  same  cabinet  where 
some  time  ago  Richelieu  and  father  Joseph 
were  engaged  in  affairs  of  states  these  two 
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nira  w«re  seated  nearly  u  ve  hire  deieribed 
tlMm,  tke  miaister  weakened  by  three  years 
anfiering,  the  oapnchin  a^  mqch  frightened 
by  the  reauU  of  the  varioiu  expeditions  which 
had  been  impoeed  upon  him  as  his  master  was 
calm  uid  colleoted.  The  Cardinal  seated  is 
Ilia  arm-ohair,  his  legs  bound  op  and  encased 
with  furs  and  warm  clothing,  held  on  his  knees 
three  kittens  which  tumbled  aboot  and  gamboled 
OB  his  scarlet  robe ;  he  took  up  one  every  now 
and  then  and  placed  it  upon  the  others  to  make 
them  sport.— he  smiled  while  watching  them — 
at  his  feet  their  mother  was  sleeping,  hRving 
the  appearance  of  a  large  animated  muS.  Father 
Joseph  seated  close  by  his  side  reeoanted  all 
that  be  had  heard  while  in  the  oonfe«eional,  he 
grew  pale  at  th^  danger  which  had  threatened 
him,  should  he  have  been  discovered  by  Cinq 
Man;  he  concluded  with  these  word»— 

"  In  short,  yoqr  £minenoe,  I  cannot  help 
feeling  alann  at  tlw  dangers  which  have  thre*- 
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tcned  and  still  threaten  you.  Aesi^ii 
pose  to  poniard  you ;  the  whole  Cou: 
risen  against  you.  One  half  of  Franc 
also  two  of  ibc  provinces  of  Spain  and  ^ 
are  ready  to  send  forth  troops;  there  are  i 
battleS)  poniards,  and  artillery  !"  The 
□al  yawned  three  times  without  ceaai: 
amusement,  and  said — 

"  A  cat  is  a  very  pretty  animal,  it  \»  a 
ing-rooDi  tiger — what  suppleness,  what 
ordinary  tact ;  here  i^  this  little  yello 
which  pretends  to  sleep  because  hisst 
companion  will  not  notice  it,  but  falls  u[ 
brother  as  if  it  would  tear  the  little  ci 
to  pieces — how  it  makes  use  of  its  els 
would  kill,  I  believe,  and  devour  were  it 
enough.  It  is  very  amusing;  nhat 
animaLn." 

lie  coughed  for  Gome  time,  then  conti 

*'  Master  Joseph,   I  wish  you  would  n 

noy  me  with  your  aifairs  until  aAer  my  a 
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I  have  an  appetite  now  and  it  is  not  yet  my 
hour.  Cbicot  mj  doctor  recommends  regalsrity 
and  I  feel  my  usual  pun  in  the  aide.  Now 
thus  let  U8  anange  niAtten  for  the  evening— at 
nine  we  will  dispose  of  the  affairs  of  Monsieur 
le  Grand,  at  ten  I  shall  be  carried  round  the 
garden  to  eigoy  the  air  by  moonlight,  then 
I  shall  sleep  for  an  hour  or  so— at  midnight  the 
king  will  be  here,  and  at  four  o'clock  you  may 
return  to  convey  the  several  orders  for  arrest, 
condemnation,  or  any  other  I  shall  have  to 
give  youj  either  for  the  provinoes,  Paris,  or  the 
armies  of  Hie  Majesty." 

Richelieu  uttered  all  this  in  his  habitual  tone 
of  voice,  the  only  alteration  in  the  oleamess  of 
expression  being  caused  by  the  weakness  of 
his  longe  and  the  loss  of  several  teetb. 

At  seven  o'clock  in  the  evesiog  the  oapacbin 
retired ;  the  Cardinal  supped  with  the  greatest 
tranquillity,  and  when  the  clock  annonnced  the 
hour  of  half-past  eight,  he  called  foi  Father 
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Joseph,  and  said  to  him  whea  they  wen 
ftt  table — 

"  Well  then,  we  at  once  underetand 
they  huve  been  able  to  effect  against  me 
the  laet  two  years  and  upwards — th 
proved  themselves  to  be  but  very  insig 
aQt:igoui3t8.  Even  the  Due  de  Bouil 
I  thought  possessed  some  abitlty,  has  f 
all  clttim  to  my  esteem.  I  have  watoh 
closely,  and  has  he  now  effected  a 
worthy  of  a  man  who  i^  ambitious  to 
aidcred  a  statesman  ?  The  king,  Monsi 
the  rest  of  them,  have  all  been  in  array 
me,  and  yet  there  is  only  one  among  I 
who  has  advanced  himself  in  my  opini 
he  is  no  other  than  the  youth  Cinq 
he  is  the  only  one  capable  of  following 
own  ideas;  all  he  has  attempted  has  he 
with  decision  and  energy.  Oh  I  I  n 
him  Justice.  I  look  him  under  my  pr< 
because  he  was  of  a  sedate   character. 


OOOBT    INTBIOTIBa.  39 

BOW  openly  iaaulted  me,  and  I  am  very  sorry 
for  him.  For  the  last  two  yean  I  have  al- 
lowed them  all  to  float  in  untroabled  watere,  but 
BOW  let  them  beware  the  net." 

"  It  IB  quite  time  you  should  do  to,"  replied 
Father  Joeeph,  "  I  have  already  told  you  thut 
the  diatancfl  from  Ferpignan  to  Narboane  is 
■hort,  you  are  aware  that  although  you  poseese 
a  considerable  force  here  yonr  troops  are  weak 
and  not  to  be  relied  upon,  this  young  nobleman 
is  highly  incensed,  while  the  king  cannot  be 
tmated." 

The  Cardinal  looked  at  hts  watoh. 
**  It  is  only  half-past  eight,  friar  Joseph  I  1 
have  already  told  you  that  I  will  not  enter 
upon  this  affair  until  nine  o'clock  ;  in  the  mean 
time  justice  need  not  sleep ;  sit  down  and  write 
what  I  ofaall  dictate,  for  my  memory  serves  me 
welll  I  see  in  my  notes  the  names  of  four  of  the 
jadges  of  Urbain  Grandier,  oh  I  that  was  a 
man  of  rare  genius,*  added  he  with  a  maleToleot 
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expression  of  couoteniiDce,  (the  cap 
bis  lip;)  "all  the  others  have  come  t( 
able  end,  Houmain  alone  remaioa  o 
poorer,  but  he  shall  be  hanged  as  a 
— we  could  allow  him  to  remain  et 
longer,  but  then  there  is  that  abomini 
tance  who  haa  made  his  peace  with  i 
MigDon — take  a  pen  and  write  to  thi 
of  Poitiers  while  I  dictate- 

"  MONSEIGSEPR, 

"  It  ia  his  Majesty's  good 
that  the  fathers  Barr^  and  Migoon  si 
sDperseded  from  their  curacies,  and 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible  to  tb< 
L>0D9,  as  well  as  father  Loctance,  tt 
may  stand  their  trial  before  competon 
rities,  at  a  special  tribunal,  OD  an  accuss 
criminal  intentions  against  the  stale." 

Joseph  wrote  as  coolly  and  sgbmissiv 
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Turk  reeigna  his  bead  at  the  dgaal  irom  the 
Sultan. 

The  Cardinal  obeerved  while  ■Igning  the 
letter — 

"  I  will  tell  ;oQ  wh^  I  wish  theee  people  to 
be  out  of  the  way.  It  ia  importast  to  eradi- 
cate all  evidence  of  thie  process.  Providence 
has  been  kind  to  me  in  bringing  forth 
these  men.  I  merely  complete  ita  work,  and 
here  is  all  that  shall  go  to  posterity  on  this 
sabject." 

He  then  read  to  the  capuchin  that  page  of 
hia  memoirs,  which  relates  to  the  witchcrafi 
by  the  magiiuan  Qrandier. 

During  this  exhortation.  Father  Joseph  could 
not  keep  hia  eyea  from  the  time-piece. 

"  You  are  anxioua,  I  see,  for  me  to  allude  to 
Monaieur  Le  Grand  ?"  said  the  Cardinal, 
"  well  then  to  please  you  let  oa  begin." 

"  You  fancy  that  I  have  not  anfficient  reason 
for  my  delay,  you  thiok  that  I  have  permitted 
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tlieae  conspirators  to  proceeJ  too  fur.  > 
see  here  are  some  documents  which 
reetore  your  courage  if  you  knew  tliei 
tenti.  In  the  first  place  in  this  ciuket 
treaty  with  Spnin  seized  at  Oleron. 
aaiiafied  with  Limbardemont  in  thia  res{: 
is  a  clever  fellow." 

A  feeling  of  jealousy  was  exhibited 
/all  of  the  thick  eye  brows  of  the  monk 

"  Ah  !  moDsieur,"  said  he,  "  you  kot 
the  man  he  waylaid  ;  it  is  very  true  he  s 
him  to  perish  and  on  thnt  account  n 
nothing  to  find  fault  with  him,  because  tb 
man  was  an  agent  of  the  conspirators ;  it 
it  was  his  own  son." 

"  Do  you  speak  the  truih  7"  aakeJ  tb 
dioal  in  a  severe  tone,  "  you  do  though,  f 
would  not  dare  to  tell  me  a  falsehood  i 
have  you  ascertained  this  ?" 

"  From  bis  own  follower* —here  ar< 
reports — they  coincide." 
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The  Cardinal  examiiwd  tfaeae  docomenta, 
then  added — 

"  And  wo  were  aguo  about  to  appoiot  bim 
to  jndge  the  oonapiratora  I  but  70U  may  now 
do  just  &•  you  please  with  bim — jou  bavtt  mj 
frM  pemuMion  to  act—  " 

Joseph  repoeeeased  binaelf  of  bia  papara 
with  aviditj,  and  obeerred — 

**  But  your  Eminesce  talka  of  bringing  to 
trial  those  who  are  still  on  horseback  with 
arms  in  their  hands." 

**  No  auch  thing;  read  these  letters  from 
Monueur  to  Chavigny ,  and  my  answer  to  them 
— he  aska  lor  pardon,  he  baa  had  suffident 
forgiveness ;  you  will  see  that  he  daree  not 
addreea  me  in  the  first  instance,  but  offers  bis 
apologiea  on  his  knees  to  one  of  my  people. 
Yesterday  he  took  courage  and  sent  me  this, 
and  here  is  a  third  for  the  king." 

"  That  which  he  attempted  has  really  frigh- 
tened bim ;  he  baa  found  himself  unable  to 
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proceed,  but  I  am  not  to  be  so  easily  sat 
I  will  have  a  full  and  free  confessioQ  or 
have  liim  baoished  the  kingdom ;  I 
written  to  him  to  Gignifj  aa  much  thia  d) 
— read  them  I  say,"  and  he  placed  the  fol! 
documents  in  the  hands  of  his  confidan 
devoured  the  contents  with  his  eyes. 

"  Monsieur  de  Cbaviony, 

"  Although  I  believe  that  ] 
not  satisfied  with  me,  (and  in  truth  jo 
little  reason  to  bo  so)  I  do  not  hesitnte 
you  will  interfere  on  my  behalf  wi 
Eminence,  and  I  hope  in  this  instance  t1 
true  love  you  have  for  me  will  cause 
lay  aside  your  anger.  You  are  awar 
ranch  I  require  your  good  offices  to  relii 
from  the  danger  I  am  in ;  you  huve  i 
twice  stood  my  friend  with  his  Eraine 
assure  you  that  this  shall  be  the  last 
will  ask  for  your  interference. 

"  GASTON  D'ORLEAl 
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To  his  Excellency  the  Cardinal  Due. 
**  Mt  Cousin, 

^^  The  fact  is  that  the  Master  of  the  Horse 
is  the  most  guilty  person  I  ever  met  with ;  the 
favours  which  he  has  received  from  his  Majesty 
have  always  caused  me  to  suspect  and  to  avoid 
him,  and  it  is  for  you  only,  my  Cousin,  that  I 
preserve  my  esteem  and  friendship  inviolate. 
I  deeply  feel  having  for  a  moment  deviated 
from  my  fidelity  to  the  king.  Monsieur,  I  call 
God  to  witness  the  sincerity  with  which  during 
my  future  life  I  shall  prove  the  most  faithful 
of  your  friends,  with  the  same  devotion  that  I 
am,  my  Cousin, 

**  Your  affectionate  Cousin, 

-GASTON.'- 
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The  answer  of  the  Cardinal. 

"  MONSIKUR, 

"  God  wills  that  men  should 
resort  to  a  full  confession,  to  be  absolved  from 


U-^-       ..^-^ 


their  faults  ia  this  worlJ ;  I  ibua  poinl 
course  you  must  lake  to  extricftte 
from  difficulty ;  your  Higfaoeaa  baa  be{ 
persevere  ;  and  that  is  all  I  caa 
preecDt." 

"  BICHELIE 

"  As  for  the  all  poKerfuI  and  mighty 
BojilloD,  Sovereign  Lord  o(  Sedao,  i 
Derwl  in  Chief  of  the  armies  of  Il*l) 
tinned  the  Cardiuftl,  "  be  has  been  Brr< 
hifi  own  officers  io  the  midst  of  hi^  i 
who  attempted  to  conceal  him  in  a  1 
straw." 

"  Tlifire  remnin,  therefore,  only  o 
young  B{)irits  to  deal  vith— 

*'  They  imagine  that  the  whole  ca 
obey  ihcir  orders,  and  they  place  every 
on  the  red  jackets;  all  the  olhera  hi 
fuUowera  of  Monsieur,  will  decline  to  act 
lore  my  regimeote  can  eaiily  overcome  an 
the  conspirators.      Nevertheless  I  havt 
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dPTed  it  tliRt  ibeae  troopi  natj  M«m  to  «bey  the 
cotnintnds  of  tbe  eaemy,  who,  should  he  giTC 
the  signal,  will  be  arreBted  oo  tbe  spot,  uolen 
indeed  the  king  auTTendere  hiio  to  me  this 
evenioj;  t  Do  not  stare  bo,  mKn  1 1  tell  you  he 
« ill  ddiver  them  all  to  me  between  twelve  and 
oite  this  verj  night ;  you  peroeire  all  has  been 
done  without  jour  aeuitance,  Father  Joseph, 
and  we  have  got  on  pretty  well  too — during 
these  busy  times  I  oannot  see  that  we  are  much 
indebted  fur  your  services ;  yon  have  been  idle 

and  negligent,** 

"  Ah  1   Monaeigneur,  did  yon  bnt  know  the 

trouble  I  had  to  discover  tbe  route  the  parties 

«  ho  carried  the  treaty  had  tvken  ;  bendes  you 

unst   recollect  I  thought  nothing  of   risking 

ny  life  in  the  confessional  V 

The  CurdiDat  burst  into  an  ironical  laugh, 

until  he  shook  the  chair  on  which  be  waa 

sealed. 

"  Thei.  hast  made  thyself  very  ridicnlous, 
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and  hut  been  frightened  while  shnt  n; 
confeseional,  most  worthy  Father,  and 
it  ia  the  first  time  in  thy  life  thou  bi 
heard  a  confession  of  love!  doet  thou 
the  tenderneas  of  that  pasaion,  Father . 
come  tell  me,  doal  thou  clearly  andera 
I  had  DO  idea  that  a  passion  bo  soR  co 
hare  found  refuge  in  thee  P 

Richelien,  his  arms  crossed,  surve; 
discomfitted  Capuchin  with  much  amu 
then  continued  to  the  imperious  toi 
mighty  lord, 

"  Come  now,  Father,  pvo  me  ac 
love  according  to  your  own  imaginatioi 
thing  of  the  sort  may  exist  perhaps, 
must  be  compelled  to  acknowledge  such 
to  be  trae,  cTCn  beyond  what  is  pourti 
romance.  This  foolish  young  man  wou! 
have  andertakcD  these  under-hand  cons 
had  he  not  been  urged  forward  by  love 
hast  heard  as  much  thyself,  with  thy  un 
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ears.  Come  now,  let  me  ask  what  is  love  ?  for 
on  my  part  I  do  oot  comprehend  the  meaning 
of  it" 

Father  Joseph  looked  very  eheepUh  and  cast 
his  ejes  on  the  floor  ;  after  some  consider- 
ation he  answered  in  a  drawling,  naaal  twang — 

"  It  tnnet  be  a  eort  of  malignant  fever  which 
now  and  then  nttacke  the  brain,  but  in  truth 
Monseignenr  up  to  this  moment  I  have  never 
thoaght  upon  the  Bubject.  I  have  always  felt 
too  much  abashed  to  nddreas  a  woman.  I 
think  they  should  not  be  permitted  to  mix  eo 
freely  in  society,  for  I  caonot  a^a  what  use 
they  are  of,  excepting  to  reveal  secrets  like 
Marion  de  Lorme,  whom  I  cannot  too  strongly 
recommend  to  your  Eminence;  Marion  behaved 
well  and  threw  the  prophecy  among  the  oon- 
■pirators  with  conuderable  address ;  we  have 
not  failed  in  our  use  of  miracles  in  this  instance 
as  at  the  siege  of  Headin.  You,  no  doubt, 
recollect,Moneeigneur  that  when  Prince  Thomas 

VOL.   ni.  D 
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rniaed  tliat  siege  you  were  very  much 
"A  nun  of  the  CoDvent  of  Mount  Calv 
know,  had  predicted  that  the  victory  • 
on  the  side  of  the  kin",  and  I  caugh 
prediction  to  make  every  one  believe  ll 

"  Heaven  protect  your  Eminence  !- 
not  recollect  the  miracle  I  put  in  pract 

"You  are  indulging  in  your  foolerl 
the  Cardinal,  "you  will  soon  make 
ridiculous  na  yourself;  I  am  too  strong 
in  Heaven,  and  you  will  never  hnveth 
tunity,  confine  yourself  to  the  inatrn 
ehnll  give  you,  and  you  will  now  recei 
soon  enough.  When  the  msBler  of  t 
U  taken  priaoner,  you  will  s:e  him  t 
executed  at  Lyons.  I  do  nut  wisi 
known  in  the  affair,  auch  a  trifle  ia  ben< 
notice:  his  whole  career  will  be  as 
beneath  myfeet,  which,  when  once  thru 
I  shall  cease  to  reuaember." 

The  Capuchin  was  silent,  he  did  no 
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Btand  how  a  man,  while  Borrounded  by  hostile 
anDiM,  could  speak  of  the  f^jtore  aa  if  he  had 
entire  control  over  the  present,  and  of  the 
present  as  the  past  which  he  feared  not ;  he 
knew  not  whether  to  consider  him  a  madman 
or  a  prophet,  either  below  or  above  the  stan- 
dard of  hamaa  nature.  Hia  ostoniahment 
increased  when  Chavignj  suddenly  entered, 
and  stumbUog  in  hie  besvy  boots  OTer  the  foot- 
stool of  (he  Cardinal  called  ont  "  Moneeigoeur, 
one  of  your  people  is  jost  arrived  from  Ferpig- 
nan,  the  camp  is  in  an  nproar,  and  your  ene- 
mies in  the  saddle." 

"  They  will  speedily  diemonnt,  sir,"  replied 
Kchelteo,  replacing  hie  footstool,  "you  seem  to 
have  lost  yonr  equanimity,  Chavigny." 

**  Bat,  bnt,  would  it  not  be  advisable  to 
warn  Monsieur  de  Fahert  P" 

"  Let  him  rest,  and  go  to  bed  yourself,  and 
you  likewise  father  Josepfa." 

"  Monseigneur,  there  is  another  aetoniehiog 
occurrence — the  King  is  coming." 
D   3 
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"  Indeed  !  nell,  lliat  is  extraonlinD 
the  minieter  as  he  looked  stt  the  Hatcl 
dill  nut  exi;ect  him  for  thcec  two  houi 
me,  both  of  jou." 

A  heavy  tramping  nnd  the  nuise 
nnnounced  the  amvnl  of  the  King ;  I 
gatea  were  opened,  the  guards  in  the  i 
the  Cordinnl  Eiruck  the  ground  thr 
their  pikes,  and  the  king  entered. 

He  walked  eiipponing  htmaelf  wi 
on  one  side,  and  on  the  other,  upon  the 
of  his  confcesor  father  Siniond.  whi 
the  apartment  inimcdiatelj,  and  left' 
with  the  Cardinal ;  the  latter  roee  with  c 
but  could  not  advAnce  towards  hia  i 
his  legs  were  enveloped  as  before 
Louis  fell  into  an  arm  chair  well 
with  pillows,  and  sEked  for  a  glass  ol 
«  bich  was  cffcclive  in  preventing  his 
to  fjtint;  be  ihcn  Gignified  his  pleosuri 
should  leave  the  room. 


Court  u)rRrGrB»,  5.1 

Alone  with  Richelieu  he  Bai<l  ic  a  languish- 
in;;  tone, 

"  I  am  dying,  my  dear  Cardinal  I  I  feel  that 
I  aball  800D  go  to  Heaven,  I  become  weaker 
Bod  weaker  every  day,  neither  the  summer  nor 
the  southeru  breezea  can  restore  my  strengtli." 
*'  I  shall  depart  before  your  majesty, ' 
asBwered  the  Minister,  "  death  has  already 
taken  possearaon  of  my  limbs — but  while  I 
poeaess  a  head  to  calculate  or  a  luuid  to  writu, 
both  ehall  be  at  the  service  of  your  Majesty." 

"  I  am  sure  it  is  your  intention  to  add  '  a. 
heart  to  love  me,'"    said   the    King. 

"  Your  Majesty  has  no  cause  to  doubt  it," 
answered  the  CanUnal,  fron ning  nnd  biting  his 
lip  with  impatience. 

"  Sometimes  1  think  I  have  cause,"  replieil 
the  Prince  "  listen,  for  I  wish  to  speak  to  you 
without  reserve,  and  to  make  complaiDta  of 
you  to  yourself;  there  are  two  matters  whicli 
have  been  upon  my  conscience  for  three  years 
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past.  I  have  never  Epokea  of  them,  bi 
it  is  my  wish  to  do  bo  in  private,  and  i 
thing  could  Lave  induced  loe  to  listen 
propoeal  to  yojr  disadvantage  it  wo 
these  two  recollections," 

There  was  uiuch  apparent  frauknesB 
Btatement,  such  as  ia  generull;  to  be 
in  a  weak  mind  preparing  to  inflict 
upon  anotlier,  Bichelieu  perceived  1 
course  which  the  king  waa  taking  that 
in  great  danger,  but  he  saw  at  the  ean 
the  necessity  of  speaking  boldly  to  a' 
master ;  and  to  cause  the  explosion  i 
hidden  mine,  he  made  use  of  every  exp 
he  could  think  of  which  would  tend  to  p 
the  King's  patience. 

"  No,  no,  cried  his  Majetty,"  1  wish  i 
of  nothing  until  you  have  explained  the 
things  which  are  uppermost  in  my  a 
mean  the  trial  of  Urbain  Urundier,  of 
I   waa    never  infunticd,  and   the   reuK 
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your  peraecutioB  of  my  oiother,  even  to  her 
very  aahen." 

"  Is  there  cothing  beyond  this,  aire  ?  said 
Richelieu,  "are  these  then  my  only  faults? 
they  can  be  easily  explained.  The  first  of 
theae  was  not  commuiucated  to  your  Majesty, 
beoaase  it  oould  produoe  no  other  effect  than 
diflgjDCt  at  the  horrible  tales  which  were  propa- 
gated ;  there  were  arts  resorted  to  which  it 
woold  not  be  blameable  to  call  majpc,  aad 
which  would  call  forth  the  blush  ofoiodesly; 
(ha  re«^al  whereof  would  have  opened  the 
«y«s  of  the  IgDorant  to  some  doogerouB  mys- 
teries ;  the  triol  was  instituted  with  the  holy 
intention  to  keep  all  these  impurities  from  the 
eyes  of  the  pei^le." 

'*  £auugh,  enough,  Cardinal  1"  said  his 
M^sty,  turning  away  his  head  and  looking 
downwards  as  if  ashamed.  "  I  cannot  hear  any 
more,  these  explanations  disgust  me;  that  will 
suffice.      I   hod   not   heard  of  these  frightful 
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crimes^— tbey  have  been  eoocealed  from  we. 
Are  you  certain  that  you  can  prove  what  700 
have  said  ?" 

''  I  have  every  proof  in  my  posseanon;  and 
as  to  the  aecond  question,  sire,  during  the  glo- 
rious reign  of  the  Queen  Marie  de  Medicii,  I 
am  surprised  that  your  Majesty  should  have 
forgotten  how  much  I  was  attached  to  her.    I 
do  not  hesitate  to  acknowledge  that  it  was  to 
her  I  was  indebted  for  my  advancement    She 
was  the  first  who  condescended  to  notice  mSi 
the,  then  unknown,  Bishop  of  Lu9on  who  wis 
only  twenty-two   years  of  age — ^how   much 
have  I  not  suffered  while  stru^ling  agaiott 
her  for  the  welfare  of  your  Majesty?    But  as 
the  sacrifice  was  undertaken  for  you,  I  never 
have  and  never  shall  have  cause  to  repent  it." 

"  Who  can  doubt  but  that  it  is  permitted 
tq  a  prince  to  separate  himself  from  his  mother 
for  important  consideratione.  Our  Saviour  did 
not  hesitate  to  leave  his  parents  for  a  biff 
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space  OD  one  occauon.  His  answer  to  hU 
mother,  when  she  complaiDed  of  the  step,  ia 
sorelj  sufficient  to  teach  Kings  that  those  to 
whom  Heaven  has  delegated  the  cares  of 
Government,  ought  ever  to  prefer  them  to  all 
private  obligations." 

"  Ah,  sire,"  continued  the  Cardinal,  "  the 
Son  of  God  himself  has  set  you  an  example ; 
and  if  the  monumeDta  due  to  the  precious 
remains  of  your  dear  mother  have  not  been 
erected,  I  call  Heaven  to  witness  that  the  delay 
haa  been  occasioned  by  the  fear  of  afflicting 
your  heart  by  bringing  back  the  recollection 
of  her  death— these  are  the  true  reasons  why 
the  works  have  been  retarded;  but  it  is  well, 
I  have  been  alloned  to  speak  to  you  on  the 
subject.  I  myself  will  offer  the  first  mass  at 
St.  Denis  whenever  you  think  proper,  if  Pro- 
vidence will  but  allow  me  strength." 

The  Countenance  of  the  King  assumed  an 
affable  yet  cold  ezpteeaion :    and  the  Cardinal 
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thinkiDg  he  had  gone  far  enoagh  for  that  erea^ 
ing  in  persuasioD,  determiDed  at  OBoe  to  chu^ 
hia  tactics  and  to  face  the  eaemj.  Fixiag  lui 
eyes  firmly  on  the  King,  he  said : 

^*  And  was  it  for  this,  you  consented  to  mf 
death  ?** 

''  Me  ?"  replied  the  King,  affecting  gmt 
burprise.  **  You  have  been  decayed.  I  hsve 
indeed  heard  of  the  conspiracy,  and  I  wished 
t(i  have  spoken  to  you,  but  I  have  commanded 
nothing  against  you." 

^*  The  conspirators  do  not  say  as  muchi  ixtf 
but  I  am  bound  to  believe  your  Majesty »  and  I 
feel  glad  that  I  have  been  deceived — but  what 
information  were  you  about  to  condescend  to 
give  me  ?" 

**  I — I  wished  to  tell  you  plainly  that  yoo 
will  do  well  to  beware  of  Monsieur — * 

'^  Ah  I  sire,  that  brings  to  my  recoUectioD 
that  I  have  a  letter  which  he  has  sent  to  me 
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for  70U,  be  aeems  to  have  been  guilt;  eYen 
towanLi  your  Majeaty." 
The  King  read  in  aatoDuhmeiit — 

"  AIoKSf  lOKKOB, 

"  I  am  much  grieved  at  having 
ODce  mere  failed  in  the  fidelity  which  I  one 
to  yoar  Mi\)eaty.  I  beg  you  will  allow  me  to 
uk  a  thousand  pardoae,  with  the  assurancea  of 
my  submission  and  repentance. 

"  Your  very  humble  subject, 
"  GASTON." 

"  What  would  you  infer  from  this  ?"  cried 
Louia,  *'  dare  they  arm  against  our  very 
person?'' 

"  Even  BO,"  said  the  Cardinal  in  a  whisper, 
aa  he  comprei>aed  bis  lips—"  even  so — and  this 
it  is  which  makes  roe  believe,  to  a  certain 
degree,  in  the  validily  of  this  small  packet  of 
papers," 
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While  speaking  he  drew  forth  a  parehiMt 
from  the  casket,  and  opened  it  before  the  eya 
..f  the  King. 

**  This  is  merely  a  simple  treaty  with  ^NdO| 
which  I  do  not  think  bears  the  signature  of 
your  Majesty.  You  may  see  the  twenty 
articles  all  in  due  form— everything  is  bere 
arranged — the  place  of  safety-^the  namber  of 
troops — the  supplies  of  men  and  money/ 

*'  The  traitors  T'  cried  the  King  in  great  tgi* 
tation,  ''they  must  be  secured—my  brother 
has  left  them  and  repenfs — bat  do  not  fail  to 
arrest  the  Duke  de  Bouillon/ 

''  It  shall  be  done,  sire.*' 

**  It  will  be  difScult  to  do  so  while  sur^ 
rounded  by  his  troops." 

*^  1  will  answer  with  my  bead  for  his  arrestf 
sire — but  is  there  not  another  name  to  be 
added  r 

u  ^ho-  what-Cinq  Mara  ?**  said  the  Eiog 
hesitating. 
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"  Exactly  so,  sirei"  answered  the  CardinaL 
"  landerstand — but — I  think  we  might—'* 
'*  Hear  me,"  said  Richelieu  in  a  resolute  tone, 
''all  must  be  arranged  this  day.  Your  favorite 
is  in  the  saddle  at  the  head  of  his  party — ^you 
must  now  choose  between  him  and  me — render 
up  the  boy  to  the  man,  or  the  man  to  the  bOy — 
there  is  no  altematiTe." 

'*  And  what  will  you  do  should  I  consent  ?" 
enquired  the  Eong. 

'^  I  will  have  his  head  as  well  as  that,  of  his 
friend,'* 

*'  Never  I  it  is  impossible/'  replied  the  King 
with  horror  as  he  relapsed  into  the  same  state 
of  irresolution  he  evinced  when  with  Cinq 
Mars  against  Richelieu.  **  He  is  my  friend  as 
well  as  you — my  heart  bleeds  at  the  very  idea 
of  his  death.  Why  cannot  you  both  agree? 
why  this  opposition  ?  You  have  between  you 
brought  me  to  the  very  brink  of  despair — you 
have  made  me  the  most  miserable  of  men  ?" 
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.  Loob  oovered  his  head  with  his  hands  whilo 
apeakiiig,  and  perhapa  he  ahed  teait— bat  tiia 
inflexible  miniater  kept  hia  eyes  npon  him  ti  if 
watching  hia  prey,  and  without  remonei  vidn 
out  giving  the  King  time  for  refleotioO|he 
oooimenced  a  long  speech. 

^*  And  is  it  even  so  ?"  said  he,  with  a  hsnb^ 
cold  voice ;  **  70a  remember  the  ooomaDd- 
qoents  of  God  communicated  to  yoa  by  the 
mouth  of  your  confessor.  You  told  me  one 
day  that  the  church  expressly  commanded  yoa 
to  reveal  to  your  prime  minister  all  that  yoa 
mij^t  hear  agiinst  him — yet  I  have  never 
heard  from  you  of  my  intended  death  1— it  hai 
so  happened  that,  more  faithful  friends  have 
made  me  acquainted  with  this  coas{Hrse7* 
Only  one  of  the  most  hardened  of  them  still 
resists — and  it  is  ho  who  has  conducted  the 
whole— it  is  he  who  would  deliver  France  isto 
the  power  of  the  foreigner,  who  would  over 
throw  in  one  single  day  my  laboora  of  twsaiy 


7eai:8 — ho  would  call  op  the  huguenots  of  the 
eouth — ^iDTite  to  arms  all  ordere  of  the  state— 
revive  crushed  piretensions^-aud  io  fact  reoew 
the  league  which  was  put  down  by  your  father 
— that  18  really  his  intention,  do  not  deceive 
yourself— -it  is  that  which  raises  so  maoy  heads 
against  you.  Are  ypu  prepared  for  the 
combat  ?" 

The  Kingy  quite  overwhelmed,  made  no 
reply— be  still  kept  his  head  between  his  hands 
— the  marble-hearted  Cardinal  crossed  his  arms 
and  continued. 

*^  I  fear  that  you  imagine  it  is  for  myself  I 
am  speaking — in  truth,  I  cannot  foresee  the 
consequences,  should  I  allow  you  to  transfer  this 
immense  burthen  of  state  affairs  to  the  shoulders 
of  a  youth.  You  know  well  that  for  twenty 
yeary  I  have  been  acquainted  with  your  dispo- 
sition, and  that  I  have  ever  borne  in  mind  the 
necessity  of  providing  for  my  retirement,  where 
I  could  go  in  spite  of  you  to  eke  out,  the  re- 
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maining  six  monthsi  perhaps,  of  my  Uf<B.  1^ 
woald  be  a  carious  employment  for  md  to 
watch  the  progress  of  such  a  reign  in  my  re- 
tirement. What  answer  would  you  return  for 
instance  when  all  the  inferior  potentates,  no 
longer  kept  in  subjection  by  me,  shall  oomem 
the  name  of  your  brother  to  say  to  70a  tf 
they  dared  to  say  to  Henry  IV.  on  Mi  throne, 
*  Divide  with  us  all  hereditarjr  goTemmeDts  and 
soYcreignties  *— you  will  doubtless  aocede  to 
their  request ;  and  it  will  be  fortunate  peilMIK 
if  you  have  the  Isle  of  France  left  to  701, 
which  they  will  allow  you  as  your  original 
domain  :  your  new  minister  will  not  reqmre 
many  secretaries." 

While  speaking  he  furiously  pudied  tbe 
huge  table  nearly  across  the  room  ladeO|Uit 
was,  with  papers  and  numerous  portfolios 

Louis  was  aroused  from  his  apathy  by  tke 
audacity  of  thb  harangue ;  he  raised  bis  ^ 
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and  seemed  to  have  fonned  one  reeolution  for 
fear  he  should  adopt  another. 

*'  WeU,  air,"  said  he,  *'  my  answer  is  that,  I 
will  reign  alone.'' 

^'  Be  it  sol"  replied  Richelieu,  ''  but  I  ought 
to  give  you  notice  that  affairs,  at  present,  are 
somewhat  complicated-^this  is  the  hour  when 
I  generally  commence  my  ordinary  avoca- 
tions-" 

**  I  will  act  in  your  place.  I  will  open  the 
portfolios  and  issue  my  commands/'  said 
Louis. 

**  You  can  begin,  sire  I  I  shall  retire,  but 
if  any  matter  cause  you  to  hesitate,  send  for 


me." 


Richelieu  rang  a  bell — in  an  instant  the 
signal  was  attended  to  by  four  stout  footmen, 
who  carried  him  and  hisarm-chair  into  another 
apartment — for  we  have  before  remarked  that 
he  was  unable  to  walk.  While  passing  through 
the  chamber  where  the  secretaries  were  seated, 
he  called  out  in  a  loud  voice, 
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*^  You    will  receive    the  oomminda  of  kU 
Majesty  r 

The  King  was  aloae— strengthened  by  his 
novel  resolution  and  proud  in  having  once  re- 
sisted, he  became  anxious  to  plunge  £reotly 
into  political  business.  He  walked  round  the 
immense  table  on  which  were  placed  portfolioi 
containing  the  affairs  of  empires,  Idngdoiof, 
and  all  the  states  of  Europe ;  he  opened  ooe 
of  them  and  found  it  subdivided  into  sectiotf 
relating  to  every  country  in  its  dq^artment 
All  was  in  order,  but  in  alarming  order  for  hio, 
because  each  note  only  referred  to  the  nrj 
essence  of  the  business  it  alluded  to— these 
epitomes  proved  enigmas  to  Louis,  and  so  did 
the  letters  in  cypher  which  covered  the  tsbk. 
An  edict  of  banishment,  and  ezcommimioft- 
tion  of  the  huguenots  of  the  north,  notes  oo 
General  Bannier,  and  Walstien,  the  Daode 
Weimar  and  Jean  de  Wert  were  mingled  iritk 
extracts  of  letters  taken  from  the  casket  of  tk 
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Queen,  and  a  list  of  her  necklaces  and  jewelry. 
On  the  margin  of  one  of  the  letters  was 
written : — Far  four  Unes  in  the  hand-writing  of 
a  man  a  criminal  process  might  be  commenced* 
Among  many  other  documents  there  was  one 
which  contained  a  list  of  those  Cardinals  the 
Pope  had  selected  the  same  day  as  the  Bishop  of 
Lugon  (Richelieu);  among  them  was  to  be 
found  the  Marquis  de  Bedemar  ambassador  and 
conspirator  at  Venice. 

Louis  XIII.  exhausted  his  powers  in  vain 
over  the  details  of  another  period,  seeking  un- 
successfully for  any  documents  which  might 
allude  to  the  present  conspiracy  to  enable  him 
to  loosen  a  knot  which  was  at  present  beyond 
his  comprehension,  when  a  diminutive  man  of 
an  olive  complexion,  who  stooped  much,  en- 
tered the  cabinet  with  a  measured  step — this 
was  a  secretary  of  state,  named  Desnoyers— 
he  advanced  while  bowing. 

''  May  I    be   permitted    to   address   your 
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Majesty  od  the  affairs  of  Portugal?*  nid 
he. 

*^  And  of  Spain  at  the  same  time,'*  said 
Louis.    '*  Portugal  is  a  proFince  of  Spun." 

^'  Of  Portugal,**  reiterated  Desaoyers,  **  here 
is  the  manifesto  we  have  this  moment  re- 
ceived." 

He  read  it. 


*^  Don  John,  by  the  Grace  of  God, 
King  of  Portugal,  and  of  Algarres^  Eoogdomi 
on  this  side  of  Africa — ^Lord  over  Guines,  by 
conquest,  navigation,  and  trade  with  Anbis, 
Persia,  and  the  Indies ** 


''  What  is  all  that  about  ?**  sud  the  Ciig, 
''  who  talks  in  this  manner?** 

^'  The  Duke  of  Braganza,  King  of  Portagil 
crowned,  already  some  time,  by  a  ono 
whom  they  call  Pinto.    Scarcely  has  he  tt- 
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ceoded  the  throne  than  he  offers  assistance  to 
the  reTolted  Catalonians.'' 

*^  Has  Catalonia  likewise  revolted  ?  Then 
Sang  Philip  lY.,  no  longer  has  the  Count 
Duke  for  his  prime  minister  ?*' 

^^  Just  the  contrary,  sire»  it  is  on  this  very 
account  that  he  is  retained.  Here  is  the  de- 
daratioD  of  the  States  General  of  Catalonia 
to  his  Catholic  Bfajesty,  signifying  that 
the  whole  country  will  take  up  arms  against 
his  sacriligious  and  excommunicated  troopa— 
the  King  of  Portugal *' 

"  Say  the  Duke  of  Braganza,"  replied  Louis 
^^  1  know  nothing  of  a  revolt'* 

^^  The  Duke  of  Braganza  then,"  coldly  re- 
peated the  Secretary  of  State,  ^*  has  sent  his 
nephew  Don  Ignace  de  Mascarenas  to  the 
principality  of  Catalonia,  to  the  protection  of 
that  country  (and  it  may.  be  of  its  sovereign) 
which  he  would  gladly  add  to  his  own  by  re- 
conquest.  The  troops  of  your  Majesty  are 
before  Perpignan." 
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''  Well,  and  what  of  tiiat?"  said  Loxbb. 

^^  The  Catalonians  are  more  disposed  towuda 
France  than  towards  Portugal,  and  it  is  quite 
time  to  place  the  eoontry  under  the  protes- 
tion  of  the  King  of ,  the  Duke  of  Por- 
tugal, I  should  say." 

"  What  1  asnst  rebels — ^you  dare—" 

*^  Such  is  the  policy  of  his  EminflBcef 
continued  the  Secretary  of  State.  ''SpttO 
and  France  are  nearly  at  open  war,  sad  li 
d'  OliTares  has  not  hesitated  to  offer  the  ss* 
sistance  of  His  Catholio  Majesty  to  our  hiigo^ 
note." 

"  Very  good.  I  will  consider  it,"  asid  the 
King,  "  leave  me." 

^*  Sire,  the  States  General  of  Catslonis  an 
in  a  dilemma.  The  troops  from  Anagon  msreb 
against  them*'' 

'*  We  shall  see.  I  will  come  to  a  dediioD 
in  a  quarter  of  an  honr,**  answered  the  Kiofr 

The  Secretary  of  State  left  the  ti^putoM^ 
discontented  and  discouraged.    " 
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Monrienr  De  Chavigny  immediately  made 
bis  appearance,  holding  a  portfolio  on  which 
were  emblazoned  the  arms  of  England. 

**  Sire,**  said  he,  *'  I  have  to  request  your 
commands  npon  the  afiairs  of  England*  The 
Parliamentarj  troops,  under  the  orders  of  the 
Earl  of  Essex,  are  adTancisg  to  raise  the  siege 
of  Gloucester.  Prince  Rupert  has  fought  a 
diaestrous  battle  for  the  interests  of  his 
Britannic  Majesty.  The  Parliament  still  sits~~ 
all  the  principal  cities  take  part  with  it,  to-* 
gether  with  all  the  sea  ports  and  the  presby- 
terian  population.  King  Charles  I.  implores 
assistance  which  the  Queen  cannot  obtain  from 
Holland.'* 

^*  Troops  must  be  sent  to  my  brother  of 
England,"  said  Louis,  ^*  but  former  accounts 
must  first  be  looked  into,**  and  as  be  cast  his 
eye  over  the  notes  of  the  Cardinal  he  found 
that  under  a  foxmer  request  of  the  King  of 
England  there  was  written : — 
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^'  After  mature  consideration!  I 
find  that  the  Commons  are  very  strong.  King 
Charles  reckons  upon  the  assistance  of  the 
Scotch.  They  will  sell  him !  caution  is  neces- 
sary. There  is  a  warlike  person  come  over  to 
see  Tincennes — he  has  said  that.  Princes  aught 
never  to  be  struck  except  upon  the  heatL^ 

The  Cardinal  had  added  '^  remarkable/ 
but  he  had  erased  this  word  and  substituted 
"  Awful*' 

Again  beneath, 

'*  This  man  rules  Fairfax — he  inspires  him 
with  courage.  He  will  be  a  great  man.  As- 
sistance refused — money  lost." 


The  King  then  said  — 
'^  Hasten  nothing — I  shall  wait.** 
"But,  sire,*'  said  Chavigny,    '*  events  pass 
rapidly — if  the  courier  be  delayed  one  hour— 
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the  King's  cause  may  be  thrown  back  a  whole 
year,** 

^^  Is  it  so?*  asked  Liouis. 

^*  In  the  camp  of  the  Independents  they 
preach  up  the  republic  with  the  Bible  in  their 
hands — ^in  that  of  the  royalists  they  hold  their 
enemies  in  contempt'' 

^'  But  one  turn  of  good  fortune  may  save 
everything,"  urged  his  Majesty. 

'^  The  Stuarts  are  not  fortunate,  sire,"  an- 
swered ChaTigny  respectfully,  but  in  a  tone 
which  left  no  room  for  consideration. 

**  Leave  me  T  said  the  King  with  some  dis- 
pleasure. 

Chavigny  slowly  retired. 

It  was  thus  that  Louis  XIII.  at  once  felt 
Llmself  incapable  of  acting.  He  again  walked 
round  the  table  and  stared  at  the  mass  of 
papers,  turning  them  oyer  one  after  another, 
finding  out  all  sorts  of  danger,  the  worst  of 
which  existed  only  in  his  imagination — ^he  then 

VOL  ni.  E 


74  couRf  nrratQxrtM, 

bent  orrery  or  rather  threw  himself  upon,  a 
large  map  of  Europe — there  he  found  til  liii 
fears  concentrated' — the  norths  the  souths  even 
to  the  rery  centre  of  his  kingdom — in  every 
department  he  fancied  a  Tolcano  was  ready  to 
burst  forth — he  imagined  that  he  heard  cries 
of  distress  from  kings  who  appealed  to  him  for 
help,  likewise  the  furious  shouts  of  the  popu- 
lace—he fancied  the  French  territory  w» 
crumbling  beneath  his  feet-^bie  feeble  dgbt 
entirety  failed  him-^his  weak  head  was  attacked 
by  vertigo  which  threw  ail  his  blood  back  upon 
his  heart. 

''  Richelieu/'  cried  he,  in  a  stifled  roice 
while  he  rang  a  belL  *^  Summon  the  Cardinal 
immediately.'* 

The  King  swooned  in  his  arm-chair. 

When  his  Majesty  recovered  his  senses, 'as- 
sisted by  ealts  and  potent  restoratives  wkioh 
had  been  applied  to  his  lips  and  temples,  be 
found  himself  surrounded  by  pages,  who  retired 
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npon  being  obeerred — he  was  then  onoe  more 
alone  with  the  Cardinal.  This  stem  minister 
had  placed  his  chair  close  by  that  of  the  King, 
just  as  a  physician  would  seat  himself-  beside 
his  patient,  fixing  his  sparkling  and  scrutiniz- 
ing eyes  on  his  pale  countenance ;  so  soon  as 
he  could  make  his  victim  understand  —  he 
renewed  his  fearful  speech  in  a  hollow  voice — 

'*  Ton  have  recalled  me,  sire,**  said  he^  **  what 
would  you  with  me  ?** 

Louis  turned  upon  his  pillow^  and  half  opened 
his  eyes — ^Bichelieu^  his  chin  exhibiting  a 
long  pointed  and  grizzled  beard — ^the  small  cap 
and  the  garment  sending  forth  the  colours  of 
blood  and  flame^  appeared  to  the  King  like  an 
infernal  spirit. 

**  Ton  must  reign/  said  he  in  a  languid 
voice. 

^^  But — will  you  give  up  Cinq  Mars  and  De 
Thou  7"  again  urged  the  implacable  minister. 

^*  Ton  must  reign,**  repeated  his  Majesty^ 
tumbg  away  his  head 
s  3 
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"  Sign  then,"  said  Richdien,  **  this  piper 
will  explain.** 

Lonis,  whose  head  was  turned  towards  the 
raised  back  of  his  chair,  suffered  his  band  to 
fall  upon  the  fatal  paper.     He  sijfiied  it 

"  For  pity's  sake  have  mercy,'*  said  he. 

*'  We  have  not  yet  done,"  answered  the 
minister.  '*  I  place  no  great  reliance  on  yoo. 
I  must  have  some  guarantee  ard  assurance  for 
the  future.  Sign  this  paper  and  1  will  leare 
you.*' 

"  When  the  King  shall  go  to  vwi 
the  Cardinal,  the  guards  shall  remain  under 
arms :  and  when  the  Cardinal  shall  visit  the 
Kin«  the  guards  of  the  Cardinal  shall  be  on 
the  same  footing  with  those  of  his  Majesty. 


Again — 


"  His  Majesty  undertakes  to  scod 
the  two  princes  bis  sons  to  the  care  of  the  C»^ 
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dinftl  aa  hostages  in  proof  of  his  good  faith  in 
this  arrangement/ 

'^  My  children,"  exclsumed  Louis,  raising  his 
head,  *<  do  you  dare  ?" 

'<  Do  you   wish    me  to  retire?"    enquired 
Richelieu  with  a  satanic  cast  of  countenance. 
The  King  again  signed. 
''  Is  all  finished  ?**  enquirad  the  king,  with  a 
d«ep  sigh. 

All  was  not  finished— one  other  grief  was 
still  in  reserve.  The  door  was  suddenly 
opened  and  Cinq  Mars  abruptly  entered.  It 
was  the  Cardinal  who  trembled  now. 

^^  What  would  'you  here  ?"  said  he,  as  he 
seized  the  bell  to  ring  for  assistance. 

The  Master  of  the  Horse  was  as  pale  as  the 
king,  and  without  condescending  to  reply  to 
Bichelieu,  he  advanced  steadily  towards  Louis 
Xllly  who  looked  upon  him  as  a  man  come  to 
receive  his  sentence  of  death. 
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"You  might  h^ve  found  it  difficult, nxe, to 
have  me  arrested,  while  with  t wentj  thooaaDl 
men  as  my  followers,"  said  Henri D'Effist, in* 
subdued  tone. 

^*  Alaa  I  Cinq  Mars,''^  replied  the  king^  Btdi^ 
*'  is  it  thou  who  hast  been  guilty  of  then 
crimes  ?" 

"  Yes,  sire ;  and  I  now  bring  my  sword  to 
you,  because  without  doubt,  your  object  here  ifl 
to  surrender  me,'*  said  he,  as  he  unbackled  bis 
belt,  and  placed  his  sword  at  the  feet  of  the 
kingi  who  fixed  his  eyes  upon  the  floor  withoni 
any  reply. 

Cinq  Mars  smiled  sadly,  but  not  bitterly ; 
then  turning  towards  Biohelieu  with  s  look  of 
the  utmost  contempt, 

^^  I  surrender  because  it  is  my  wish  to 
die ;  but  remember,  I  have  not  been  conquered 
by  you  T 

The  Cardinal  trembled  with  rage,  although 
he  restrained  his  passion. 
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**  Who  are  your  accompUcea  ?''  demanded 
he. 

Cinq  Mars  looked  ateadfaitly  at  Louie^ 
and  half  opened  hia  lips  as  if  aboQt  to 
apeak. 

The  king  held  his  head  down,  and  experi* 
enoed  at  the  moment  the  tarmoil  of  such  shame 
a^  it  is  hoped  has  nev^  since  been  known  to 
man. 

*^  I  hare  non^"  said  Cipq  Mara,  pitying  the 
eoabarrassment  of  the  king ;  he  then  slowly 
quitted  the  apartment. 

He  stopped  in  the  first  gallery.  Fabert 
and  all  the  officers  rose;— as  he  entered 
he  walked  up  to  the  commandant  and 
said— 

'*  General,  give  immediate  orders  for  my 
arrest  1" 

All  gazed  upon  him  without  daring  to  ap- 
proach. 

"  Indeed,  sir,  I  am  your  prisoner  —  you 
see,  gentlemen,    I    am    without   my    sword. 
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and  I  repeat  to  you  that  I  am  aprieoner  of  the 
king.- 

"  I  can  ecaroelj  oompreheDd  what  I  8ee»* 
said  the  general ;  "  there  are  two  who  sur- 
render, and  I  have  no  instmctiona  to  arrest 
any  one." 

*<  Two  r  said  Cinq  Mara  ;  *'  then  the 
other  18  doubtless  De  Then  ;  ^  alas  I  I 
dreaded  this.'' 

*'  And  have  I  not  foreseen  it  from  the 
commencement?'*  said  De  Tfaon^  comiiY 
forward  and  clasping  the  hand  of  Cinq 
Mars. 
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CHAPTER   III. 


THB    PRI80Ni!.B8. 


Although  the  anoient  castles^  the  strong  holds 
of  France,  were  fast  disappearing,  there  still 
remained  one  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Saone— 
it  had  a  grim  and  chilling  appearance,  looking 
likeaformidable  watch  tower  placed  at  one  of  the 
gates  of  Lyonsi  and  deriving  its  name  from  an 
enormous  rock  known  as  Pierre-Encise,  which 
o  5 
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terminated  in  a  peak — a  sort  of  natural  pjn* 
mid— the  summitof  which,  overhanging  therifer, 
in  former    times  rejoined  the  rocks    which 
may  Etill  be  Been  on  the  opposite  bank,  fonning 
a  natural  arch  and  bridge^  but  Time  does  won* 
ders  when  assisted  by  the  hand  of  man ;  no- 
thing is  now  left  but  the  enormous  [mass  of 
granite^  which  forms  the  pedestal  of  the  for^ 
tress. 

The  Archbishops  of  Lyons,  as  the  temporal 
lords  of  the  city,  had  built  and  formerly  re- 
sided in  this  castle— it  afterwards  became  a  for- 
tress, and  during  the  reign  of  Louis  XIII,  was 
used  as  a  state  prison.  One  colossal  tower, 
where  the  light  could  only  penetrate  through 
three  long  loop  holes,  commanded  the  edifioe» 
while  some  irregular  buildings,  surrounded  by 
a  massive  wall,  gave  the  whole  the  appearance  of 
one  huge  perpendicular  rock. 

It  was  there,  that  the  Cardinal,  gloating  ofer 
his  victims,  determined  inunediately  to  impri- 
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80B  hia  youthful  enemiesy  and  to  conduct  them 
triomphantly  in  person. 

Giving  Louis  permission  to  proceed  to  Paris^ 
be  removed  hie  captives  from  Narbonne,  and 
embarked  on  the  Khdne  at  Tarascon,  near  the 
mouth  of  the  river^  for  the  purpose  of  prolong- 
ing the  enjoyment  of  his  revenge,  by  affording 
the  opportunity  of  displaying  to  the  eyes  of 
the  epectators,  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  the 
nugnitude  of  his  hatred  and  his  power. 

He  proceeded  on  his  course  up  the  river  in  a 
bai^e  with  gilded  oars,  and  ornamented  with 
flags — and  the  one,  much  smaller  and  without 
ornament,  containing  his  two  victims,  waa 
fastened  to  the  stem  of  his  own  by  a  long 
chain. 

In  the  evening  when  the  heat  of  the  day 
had  somewhat  subsided,  the  flags  in  the  barges 
were  furled ;  then  Richelieu  might  be  seen — 
P^e  and  care-worn — seated  in  the  stern ;  while 
in  the  boat,  which  was  dragged  after  him. 
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stood  the  two  prisoners  calm  and  oottectedi  sup* 
porting  each  other  while  watching  the  ripple  of 
the  water  as  it  rapidly  passed  beneath  them. 
Thus  the  ambitions  and  sncoessfhl  Car&ial 
passed  on  his  way,  until  he  left  his  Tictiim 
under  guard  at  the  identical  city  where  the 
late  conspirators  had  doomed  him  toperidi' 
Attended  by  a  magnificent  eortige^  he  lofed 
thus  to  defy  Fate  herself,  and  to  plant  a  troi^y 
on  the  very  spot  which  had  been  selected  ibr 
his  tombt 

In  the  meantime,  the  friends  of  these  young 
men  ceased  not  in  their  endeavours  to  sasoige 
the  anger  of  the  Cardinal,  and  to  effect  thdr 
liberation  from  his  hands« 

The  intelligence  that  Cinq  Marsy  and  hia 
friend,  De  Thou,  had  surrendered  theiitfelr(i 
to  the  king,  thereby  placing  themselves  at 
the  mercy  of  the  unrelenting  Cardinsl,  their 
bitterest  enemy,  soon  reached  the  ears  of  tte 
Abb6  Quillet,  who  was  amazed  at  the  rashoe^ 
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of  his  yonng  friend,  in  thus  compromiBiag  him- 
wlf  and  hia  party ;  and  the  good  old  mui  aloo 
felt  oneasmeae  on  bis  own  acooant,  when  be 
took  into  oonaidention  the  part  he  had  acted  is 
tiie  late  afiair — he  nnoerel;  regretted  having 
M  esBily  yielded  to  the  pressing  entreatiea  oi 
Cinq  Mars,  to  omte  him  in  marriage  with  the 
Priocess  of  Maotoa. 

He  now  paced  hia  chamber  with  bis  hands 
duped  behind  him,  shaking  his  beadmonm- 
folly  from  time  to  timet  *>i<l  eTidently  in  deep 
thought. 

"  All  is  over,"  said  he,  in  soliloqay ;  "  this 
mipetuoas  youth  has  sacrificed  himself  and  the 
■■end  caaae  in  which  we  were  eng^ed,  and 
nothing  now  remains  for  me,  but  an  imme- 
^te  departure  for  Italy.  Yes,  that  is  the  only 
Pivsent  course  for  safety  ;  should  the  Cardinal 
get  me  into  his  custody,  the  fate  of  poor  Ur- 
^>un  Grandier,  would  be  mine  to  a  cer- 
tainty P 
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The  old  man  oonttnaed  his  walk  to  tod  fio, 
eTidently  saffering  from  great  tgiUtion ;  and 
hb  countenance*— the  muaolee  of  whioh  had 
aaeamed  an  ezoeseive  rigidity,  graduallj  ra- 
lazed,  until  the  tears  flowed  down  bit 
cheeksL 

«<  Italy  r  continued  he,  ^  and  shall  I  aelfilhly 
think  of  my  own  personal  safety,  while  there 
remains  one  ray  of  hope  for  rescuing  my  be- 
loved pupil  from  an  ignominious  death?  N<^ 
no  I  that  must  never  be  I  Should  his  life  be 
taken,  my  heart  will  break.  Bash  boy  I  yo^ 
little  think  of  the  acute  agony  you  have  in* 
flicted  here  P' 

The  worthy  old  man  smote  his  breast  as  he 
uttered  these  words;  then  paced  the  chamber 
with  more  rapid  strides;  at  length,  beooming 
less  excited — 

^*  Cinq  Mars  must  be  saved  at  any  risk  P' 
continued  the  Abb^,  '^  but  how  ?  Oh,  what 
madness  could  have  induced  the  head-strong 
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valaable  man,  both  as  a  ooandllor  andafirieai 
I  will  not  disgoiBe  from  you,  that  tbe  melan* 
eholy  facta  yon  hare  jatt  oommonioated,  htie 
come  to  mj  knowledge  some  days  before— thst 
I  have  been  overwhelmed  with  grief  at  the 
probable  consequencee  of  aoch  disastroiis  oon- 
dnct  to  our  friends ;  but  I^  and  those  in  whom 
I  can  plaee  implieit  confidencei  have  been  most 
active  in  cor  endeavours  to  save  him.  A  num* 
ber  of  adherents — an  inflnential  number  of 
noblemen  and  gentlemen  have  consented  to  07 
wishes  -*-  they  will  be  at  Lyons  as  soon  is 
possible,  to  watch  the  progress  of  tbe  triiL 
Should  the  prisoners  befouodguilty  <-of  wbieh 
not  a  doubt  can  exist,  for  the  influence  of  the 
Cardinal  preponderates  in  that  city— sod  tiie 
judges  are  his  most  abject  staves— «nd  sboaU 
Cinq  Marsbeledtoexecution— shouldhebeeven 

on  the  fatal  scaffol  J,  three  thousand  bold  beaits, 
high-born— of  the  best  blood  in  France,  will 
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dnw  thdr  swoxda  to  hif  resoue !    The  mgnal  is 
to  be — 
"'  *  Whsv  Gma  Mass  fekes  bib  hat  FiRifLT 

ON  HIS  HEAD  !'" 

This  commiinicatioii  had  not  the  effect  on 
the  Abb£  which  her  Majesty  antidpated ;  and 
her  cheeks  plainly  exposed  the  emotions  of  her 
heart — ^her  countenance,  constitationally  fair  as 
marble,  became  the  color  of  the  rose-^yet  she 
gazed  with  firmness  on  the  Abb6,  donbting 
whether  this  change  of  expression  bad  escaped 
his  notice. 

It  had  I  the  old  man,  amazed  at  the  boldness 
of  finch  a  scheme,  shuddered ;  he  covered  his 
face  with  his  hands,  and  exdaimed — 

**  More  bloodshed — more  bloodshed !  When 
will  misguided  men  cease  to  defy  their  Creator, 
by  raising  their  unhallowed  hands  against  each 
others'  lives  ?  Can  no  other  plan  be  substi- 
tuted to  rescue  our  dear  friends  from  the  block 
andaxer 
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He  bowed  his  head  at  the  same  time  to  the 
very  ground  in  humility. 

*^I  know  of  none,**  replied  the  Qoeeo, 
*^  none  that  we  shall  have  time  to  put  in  ezeca* 
tion— and  this,  that  I  have  already  mentioned, 
baa  gone  so  far,  that  I  have  no  power  to  re- 
call it  I  I  deeire  that  you  should  go  to  Lyons 
to  see  these  unhaj^y  men ;  tell  them  of  the 
measures  I  have  adopted,  and  assure  them  of 
the  intense  interest  I  take  in  thdr  safety.  The 
admiration  I  feel  for  the  character  of  Ciof 
Mars  and  his  friend»  prompt  me  to  ose  every 
influence  for  their  welfare.  If  Ciaq  ^i^ 
be  saved,  my  conscience  will  no  longer  be  t 
burthen  to  me  T 

Finding  he  could  make  no  further  impm* 
sion  on  Anne  of  Austria,  the  Abb6  Quilk^ 
took  his  leave  totally,  incapable  of  eoo- 
oealing  the  feelings  of  distress  which  neanj 
overcame  him. 

Once  more  breathing  the  free  air  of  tk 
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Boalevardfi,  he  paused,  and  again  became  deep 
in  thought. 

**  What  18  next  to  be  done  ?  Nothing  good 
can  be  derived  from  that  which  I  have  just  novr 
heard.  It  is  a  wicked  and  a  heartless  plan,  to 
iay  the  least  of  it" 

The  Abb€  Quillet  cast  his  eyes  about  him, 
more  in  doubt  and  sorrow,  than  from  any  par- 
ticular motive,  until  they  by  chance,  rested  on 
the  windows  of  the  apartments  occupied  by 
Gaston  lyOrleans,  well  known  as  brother  to 
the  king,  and  one  who  had  been  deeply  com- 
promised in  this  unfortunate  plot. 

**  I  will  try  what  is  to  be  done  with  this 
weak  prince,"  said  Abh6  QuUlet,  whose  enthu- 
Biasm  ,had  been  by  no  means  extinguished  by 
his  late  unsatisfactory  interview  with  the 
Queen. 

With  this  magnanimous  resolution,  the  good 
old  priest  made  his  way  towards  the  portals  of 
the  apartments  of  the  prince — was  announced 
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and  speedily  admitted  to  the  ante-ohaate- 
but  when  the  name  of  the  Abb^  was  oomiiro- 
nicated  to  Gaaton,  he  seemed  as  deaf  as  an 
adder. 

The  page  repeated  his  menage. 

"  Where  is  he  ?"  enquired  the  Prince  m  a 
whisper,  rising  from  the  sofa,  and  seeming  very 
much  inclined  to  make  the  best  of  his  way 
oat  of  the  room  ;  '*  Is  he  within  hearing?" 

"  On  the  Tery  threshold  of  the  apartment,'' 
answered  the  page. 

»  Admit  the  worthy  Abb^  oar  dear  friendi 
by  all  means,  and  without  dela/j'^  replied 
the  Duke,  in  a  loud  tone,  and  reseating 
himself. 

The  Abb^  Qaillet  approaohed  making  bis 
usual  reverence. 

*'  What  a  pleasure  to  see  you,  my  old  and 
esteemed  friend,''  exclaimed  the  Duke,  nang  it 
the  same  time,  and  shaking  the  priest  oordiiUy 
with  both  hands ;  hia  satisfiM)tion  seemed  some- 
what   equivocal,     for    Gaston    shook    from 
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lie*d  to  foot,  as  if  he  were  suffering  from  an 
ague. 

The  Abb^  having  seated  himself  in  a  large 
chair,  the  Due  D'Orleans  recalled  his  page 
desiring  that  his  valet  might  be  immediately 
sent  for. 

'*  Where  are  mj  pistols  P"  enquired  he, 
'^  in  these  times,  we  know  not  on  whom  to 
rely  P' 

*'  May  it  please  you,'*  said  the  page,  "  the 
Abbe  Quillet,  is  a  staunch  adherent  to  the  in- 
terests of  your  Highness ;  and  I  doubt,  if  he 
understands  even  the  use  of  the  weapons  you 
desire  me  to  bring  P 

"  That  may  possibly  be  true,"  replied  the 
Duke,  '^  but  after  all,  he  may  be  an  emissary 
from  the  Cardinal  to  pry  into  our  affairs. 
We  cannot  be  too  careful ;  that  quiet-looking 
priest,  yonder,  may  turn  out  to  be  as 
cunning  an  old  fox  as  the  Cardinal 
himself  r 


96  cotTBT  nmuGUES. 

The  page  in  waiting,  rentared  to  ehake  Ub 
head^  which  was  the  only  way  he  could  expnm 
a  difference  of  opinion  with  his  weak  and  cow- 
ardly master ;  he  then  withdrew. 

Being  left  in  company  with  each  a  meekaam- 
ple  of  his  order  as  the  old  Abb^  the  Duke  took 
a  long  survey  of  his  person,  and  then  contrived 
to  assume  more  firmness  of  manner— he  saw  at 
a  glance^  that  there  was  no  immediate  chaace 
of  his  being  carried  off  vt  et  armisj  to  grace  tbe 
chariot-wheels  as  a  captive  to  the  CardiosI 
Due! 

Gaston  D^Orleans  now  smiled  with  self-eatift- 
faction,  and  only  waited  for  the  opportunitj  to 
become  facetious. 

The  Abb£  Quillet  once  more  bowed  low  tf 
he  endeavoured  to  mumble  some  blesnngs  on 
the  House  of  Orleans — but  they  came  not  born 
the  heart :  he  thus  addressed  Monsiear : 

"  My  Lord,  Due  D*Orleans,  brother  to  our 
beloved  King,  whom  may  God  for  ever  blesi^ 
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I  ui  here  a  petitioner  b^ore  yon,  under  the 
moBt  afflioting  circomstances ;  to  report  to  you 
the  worst  tidtogs  that  could  be  told  of  the  just 
cause  in  which  we  have  been  engaged,  and  in 
which  your  Highness  has  so  far  condes- 
oended  as  to  be  its  chief  instrument  and  pro- 
moter." 

<^  Monsieur  L'Abb^  Quillet,  your  speech  is 
somewhat  premature ;  and,  moreover,  very* 
much  out  of  season  at  this  present  time— if 
you  talk  so  fast  on  this  subject,  a  man  of  your 
years^  may,  perchance,  soon  be  out  of  breath — 
it  is  a  grave  subject  you  wish  to  be  eloquent 
upon-^and  as  it  is  at  the  same  time,  a  danger- 
ous one,  it  should  not  meet  idle  ears. 

The  Ddke  rang  the  bell  as  he  spoke.    The 
vice-chamberlidn,  supported  by  two  pages,  im- 
mediately entered   the  apartment  with  their 
swords  drawn. 
*  The  Abb^  fancied  for  a  moment,  that  Honie 
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Tiolenoe  wns  intend^  towtfds  hunself ;  bai  «l 
doubt  was  soon  nemored  b j  the  Doke  raiiarkhig 
to  his  ohi^Qiberlaiil,  aa  aoon  ^  ba  codld  teoofer 
his  presence  of  wioAt 

.  **  Do  you  not  aed  wc  are  in  ooiindl  i»»*'*  • 
reverend  prieat  ?  Wliy  do  yon  ntfh  into  ow 
presence  tbus?^ 

"*  Your   Higbnesa  'n^ve   oa  atrvBt  oiden 
to "• 

*•  res,"  replied  Gaston,  "  to  retirt  «t  onoa 
without  another  word  T 

Monai^vdr  and  the  Abb4  were  aoon  aboa 
a^ain* 

.  OastOQ  D'Orleana,  liow  began  to  enjoy  * 
chuckling  laugh,  wliQe  he  remarked  that  bis 
attenda^ti  werd  more  anxiona  for  his  9tf^^ 
than  need  be: ;  add  he  then  Miqaired  >rM 
the  Abb<  Quiilei  wovU  possibly  whh  froA 
him* 

;  "  Our  cnuse  haa  been  abandonedi"  coo* 
tiott^d  be,  ^  and  is  not  alllost ?" 
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^^  Our  oause  has  beea  betrayed^  my  PrmoO) 
uid  our  dearet^t  friends  sacrificed.  Cinq  Mars 
and  De  Tbou  are  prisoners^  in  the  hands  of 
die  relentless  Bicheliea— they  will becondemned 
to  the  block  T 

Gaston  gave  an  inToluntary  starts  and  as- 
sdmed  an  appearance  of  being  much  shocked ; 
there  was  a  slight  pause  when  h€^d  in  a  very 
subdued  tone  of  voice-* 

«  Well,  Monsieur  TAbb^  Quillet,  how  can 
I  help  that?  The  impetuosity  of  young  and 
very  inexperienced  men,  is  nothing  very  extra* 
<»dinary.  Am  I  not  a  sufferer  from  their  im* 
lurodence  ?  Why,  I  hardly  yet  know  whether 
the  Cardinal  Due  has  ceased  to  dass  me  as  one 
of  the  traitors." 

''  Thutors,  your  Highness  I  Traitors  I  do  I 
hear  you  correctly?''  said  the  Abb^, 
with  much  indignation,  as  he  rose  from 
his  seat; 

Monsieur  gnce  more  looked  towards  the  en« 
V  3 


100  G0I7BT  nrasiomn.^ 

trance  of  the  apartment ;  bat  taking  oonra^ 
as  he  cast  his  ejes  apoB  the  benignant  conote- 
limnce  of  the  Abb4  continoedt ; 

**  Why,  no— no— yes— but  not  exactly ;  Imt 
coming  to  the  point  at  once,  what  is  it  that  yoo' 
have  QDme  to  ask  from  me  ?** 
;  "  To  beseech  your  .  Highness,"  answered 
the  Abb^,  most  obsequioasly ;  **  to  exert  joor 
influence  to  save  the  lives  of  the  noble  Cinq 
I^ars  an4  De  Thdu^" 

:  ''Aye,  surely,"  replied  the  Duke,  "Inoir 
remember  that  you  spbke  of  them  before !  But 
how,  my  worthy  friend,  qan  I  interfere  to  pro-' 
t^t  others,  whik  I  am  wMting  with  some  anx-' 
i^ty  to  knpw  if  I  jshall  reoeive  my  own  pardoo 
(he  had  it  in  his  pocket)  from  the  all  powerful 
minister  ?  Bi^ieye  me  now,  Monsieor  1* Abb^ 
there  is  no  ix>wer  can  now  avail  against  the 
Mipreme  will  of  the  jCftrdinal  Duo  I  My  bro- 
ther, the  king,  feels  it  at  much  as  any  one ;  ^ 
igfeeps  to  see  it,  alas  I  almost,  as  mudi  sb  I  <i^ 
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^liierefote,  what  can  I  do  to  save  our  clear 
frieodsy  beyond  my  moet  sincere  wishes  for  their 
"deliverance  in  this  awkward  extremity.  I  will 
retire  awhile  to  my  inner  apartment,  and  there 
offer,  op  a  prayer  for  their  safety— you  will  do 
€0,  Jio  doabt,  aad  may  our  joint  supplicatioils 
liave  due  effect" 

i  Having  proceeded  thus  far,  Gaston  D'Orletos 
made  a  speedy,  retreat  from  the  apartment-^ 
4he  tinkle  of  a  small  bell  was  heard,  and  the 
Ahh6  Quillet  was  most  respectfully  bowed  out 
into  the  street. 

Almost  heart-broken,  but  by  no  means 
daunted,  at  the  cold  reception  of  such  luke- 
warm firiends,  the  Ahh6  determined  to  seek 
the  Duke  de  Bouillon — but  in  the  mean  while 
^tally  forgetting  the  solemnity  of  his  holy 
calling,  he  could  not  help  muttering  a  few 
inward  curses,  for  which  however  be  gave 
himself  immediate  absolution  under  the  idea 
tiiat  he  was.  justified,  by  circumstances,  aflMr 
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hayiDg  been  a  personal  iritnett  to  the  toid 
want  of  wnceritj,  and  the  gioes  aelfiibneiB  lie 
had  peroeiTed  in  the  hi^eet  chunea  of  the  no* 
bility  of  the  pcond  land  of  Fxanee. 

On  reaching  the  Hotel  de  BoniUon,  tfat 
AbbI  encountered  the  porter  and  a  few  lackefi 
who  bowed  very  low  to  the  coetnme  of  the 
priest,  while  they  bnrrt  into  hmd  langhtcr  «a 
fioon  as  he  had  turned  his  back. 

The  Duke  de  Bouillon  had  accepted  temft 
firom  the  Cardinal,  and  gladly  awled  HbmU 
of  the  opportunity  to  quit  Paris  and  esoaps  to 
Italy,  hairing  made  some  eztraovdinary  nen- 
fices  for  his  personal  safety. 

Once  again  alone,  and  in  the  streeti  andsiC" 
ferii^  severely  from  his  disappointmestf  the 
old  Abb£  came  to  the  conokision  tb^t  nothiig 
good  was  to  be  accom|^yBhed  at  Faiis*-^ 
therefore  made  his  way  to  the  Castle  of  C^ 
mont— -oonununicated  the  sad  uitelligenoe  to 
the  Mar^cfaale  d*  Effiat  and  her  family,  ^ 
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orged  their  speedy  departure  for  Lyons ;  they 
followed  the  advice  of  the  Abb^,  and  were  ab- 
sorbed in  the  most  profound  grief  during  the 
continoanee  of  thdr  journey  to  that  city« 


.lOft  coxm  nmaavwk 


CHAPTER    IV. 


THB    TBIAXto 


In  the  middle  of  one  night  in  the  moDti>  d 
September  while  everjrthing  appeared  i&  i^ 
in  the  impregnable  tower  which  conttfOfio  v^ 
two  prisoners,  Cinq  Mara  and  De  TboQi  ^ 
door  of  the  outer  chamber  opened  noiflol^^ 
on  the  threshold  stood  a  man  dad  m^^ 
drawn  together  round  his  waist  by.  t  ^^ 
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bis  feet  were  encased  in  sandals  and  his  hand 
graced  a  large  bnnch  of  keys — it  was  Father 
Joseph.  He  looked  cautiously  round,  and 
contemplated  in  sQence  the  apartment  occupied 
by  the  Master  of  the  Horse*  Thick  carpets 
with  large  and  splendid  hangings,  covered  the 
walls  of  the  prison—^  bed  with  red  damask 
fiiniiture  was  prepared,  but  it  was  not  occupied. 
Close  to  a  high  chimney,  in  a  large  arm'-chalr, 
attired  in  a  grey  robe  like  that  of  a  priest,  his 
bead  bent  downwards,  his  eyes  fixed  upon  a 
little  cross  of  gold,  by  the  light  of  a  flickering 
kmp,  was  seated  Cinq  Mars,  absorbed  in  such 
deep  meditation  that  the  Capuchin  had  leisure 
to  approach  closely  and  confront  the  prisoner 
before  he  was  perceived. 

Cinq  Mars  raised  his  head  and  cried : 
*    **  What  do  you  here — wretch  ?** 
:  «<  Young  man,  you  are  violent,''  answered 
Ihe  mysterious  intruder  in  an  insinuating  tone. 
^.Two  months*  imprisonment  ought  to  have 
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brought  yoa  to  your  sensea.  I  am  beie  to 
make  an  important  communicatios.  Liatvito 
me — I  have  thought  much  of  yoa — and  I  do 
not  hate  you  so  much  aa  yon  imagine—as  our 
time  is  precious,  I  shall  be  briei  In  two 
hours  you  will  undergo  an  ezaminatioQ.  Toa 
are  to  be  tried,  and  both  jrouzself  and  your 
friend  will  be  condemned  to  die— *it  wiU  be 
Bpoedj  work— the  trial  and  execution  will  take 
place  on  the  same  day."* 

'^  I  know  it,"  answered  Cinq  Mars*  *'  I  an 
prepared." 

*^  Well  then,  it  is  in  my  power  to  releaie 
you  from  this  misfortune :  for  I  have  refleotad 
deeply  as  I  have  already  informed  yoa:  I  ani 
here  to  propose  something  which  X  hope  may 
give  you  satisfaction.  The  Cardinal  caofot 
survive  beyond  six  montha— 4et  there  be  no 
mystery  between  us ;  it  is  necessary  to  ^sak 
out.  You  have  seen  how  I  have  devoted 
myself  to  bis  eervicoi  therefore  you  can  tra^ 
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vndentend  how  fuibfiillj  I  will  eerve  7011--^ 
we  mght  if  joo  pkase  numage  to  make  tbe 
Mxt  six  mooiha  aoaaf  what  shorter  to  the  Cai> 
^inoll  TheEoDg  loyea  yeii  and  wiU  recal 
yoa  wUh  joy  when  he  ftnds  70a  atill  live— you 
ace  yiQong  And  may  be  hqipy  and  powerf id  for 
years  to  oame-^yon  ean  protect  and  make  me  a 
Caidiiial.'' 

The  yonog  prisoner  rematned  silent  from  a»* 
tOBishment— 4ie  cottld  not  eo]]q)rehend  the  Ian* 
goage  he  had  heaiid ;  £6r  in  tmth  his  faculties 
were  still  absorbed  by  his  meditations^all  that 
he  could  say  was-^ 

**  Your  benefactor,  Richelieu  T' 

The  CapocAiip  smiled  grimly,  then  continued 
in  an  under  tone  as  he  drew  nearer. 

**  Th^re  are  no  benefits  when  politics  inter^ 
fere— -they  then  become  interests.  Any  one 
who  is  in  the  confidence  of  a  minister,  should 
have  no  more  self-will  than  a  horse  when 
moanted  by  his  rider.     My  pace  has  been 
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Gonyenient  to  my  iDa0ter9  but  at  present  it  ■ 
my  interest  to  throw  him  from  the  sad^ 
Bat  now  once  for  all— I  possess  the  meena  for 
your  escape  in  silence — all  is  prepared — I  can 
place  others  who  will  have  to  suffer  death  ia 
your  stead— they  are  now  confined  in  the 
northern  tower  in  the  oella  called  ^Im 
Oubliettes.'  I  have  recommended  a  phyriciia 
who  is  devoted  to  me,  to  the  Cardinal— the 
most  scientific  in  the  profession  at  Paris  hsie 
pven  him  over  and  left  lum ;  if  you  and  I  csa 
come  to  an  understanding,  a  remedy  shall  bo 
administered  as  universal,  ae  it  shall  pioTS 
eternal." 

«  Away  r  cried  Cinq  Mars,  •*  thou  art  not 
man— thou  walkest  with  a  noiseless  step  among 
the  tombs— thou  plaoest  thyself  between  tho 
hearts  of  lovers  to  effect  their  eternal  sepsia' 
tion  I  thou  resemblest  a  tormented  spirit  of  thf 
damned  1" 
.  *'  Itomantic  boy  T  answered  th«  CapDoUft 
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*'  You  migbt  have  possessed  high  attainmenU 
had  they  not  been  obstructed  by  your  silly 
notions.  Perhaps  there  is  neither  condemna- 
tion, nor  evil  spirit!  If  the  dead  have  ever 
reappeared  to  tell  ns  that  there  be,  I  for  one, 
have  never  encountered  them,  even  in  my 
dreams." 

^'  Monster  T  said  Cinq  Mar^  in  a  subdued 
Toice. 

^'  Hear  how  he  talks!**  continued  the  Monk* 
*'  I  tell  you  there  are  neither  monsters  nor 
yirtuous  men«  You  and  De  Thou,  who  pride 
yourselves  upon  what  you  call  virtue,  have 
just  failed  in  causing  the  death  of  perhaps  a 
hundred  thousand  of  your  fellow,  creatures  in 
the  very  light  of  day,  while  Richelieu  and  I 
have  risked  much  less  in  the  darkness  of  the 
night  to  connteract  your  projects.  If  we  would 
be  without  sin  we  must  no  longer  mix  ourselves 
up  with  mankind— is  it  not  more  reasonsble 
not  to  strain  your  eyesight  beyond  that  which 
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k  Tisible^-ii  msy  be  pcmiWe  that  tlien  U  no 
saoh  tiling  as  a  soal  I" 

^  I  breathe  again,''  ezdaimed  Cinq  Man^ 
^  he  believes  not  in  God.'* 

Joseph  eontinued. 

«•  Bicheliea,  you,  and  I,  were  born  to  be 
ambitione—eyery  thing  most  be  understood  ta 
this." 

*<  Blasphemous  man  I  do  not  compsio  BM  to 
thy  wretched  self." 

^^  It  is  i^e  [dain  truA  neverthekes,"  rep&d 

the  Capuchin,  ''  the  only  diffeieaoe  tbtt  I 
can  at  piesent  see  ifi  that  my  taetics  bave 
proved  more  than  a  match  for  your  own." 
*<  Wretch  I  It  was  for  love  that  I—* 
^^  Ohl  no,  no,  nol  it  was  not  that  at  A 
bciUeve  me-*here  are  words  again,  mere  wordi> 
You  have  perhape  imagined  such  to  be  tb« 
ease— bat  it  waa  for  yoor  own  advaaoeia^''^ 
I  have  heard  you  speak  to  the  young  girl  wImb 
you  fan<»ed  you  were  by  youcaelves— yoo  ^ 
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Bot  in  lore  more  than  she  is.  I  tell  you  ahe 
dieaoM  of  aothing  but  her  rank,  and  you  only 
of  your  ambition»  and  which  in  both  casea 
amounts,  in  my  poor  opinioni  to  the  yery  ex- 
tremity of  ^'  egotism.'' 

*'  Cruel  serpent,"  cried  Cinq  Mars,  ^*  is  it 
not  enough  that  thou  has  been  the  cause  of 
our  deaths?  Why  dost  thou  come  thou  en^- 
▼enomed  to  make  more  miserable  the  few  hours 
yet  remwiingl  What  demon  can  have  sug- 
gested this  horrible  analysis  of  hearts  ?" 

*'  The  detestation  of  everything  which  is 
fuperior  to  myself,"  replied  Joseph  with  a 
forced  laugh,  *'  and  a  deore  to  see  those  I  bate 
grovelling  at  my  feet — it  is  that  which  taught 
me  to  be  cunnmg  enough  to  trace  the  weakness 
of  your  secret  hopes. 

**  Just  Heaven,  dost  thou  hear  this?**  cried 
Cing  Mars,  rising  and  extending  his  arms  up- 
wards, *^  if  this  wretch  and  his  master  be 
humaui    can   I  be   also  man?    Behold  two 
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diatmct  ambitions— the  one  q^stical  tdd 
bloody — ^the  other  devoted  and  mutained— die 
one  inflated  by  hatred|  the  other  inspired  bj 
love.  Look  down,  oh  GK>d!  and  judge  betireen 
us !  Pardon,  for  I  have  erred,  in  walking  tmk 
for  a  single  day  in  the  same  paths  which  on 
earth  possess  but  one  name.** 
'  Father  Joseph  interrupted  him. 

'^  When  you  have  finished  your  haraDgue» 
cried  he,  '*  perhaps  you  will  let  me  know  ii 
you  will  asedst  me^  and  I  will  save  yon  on  tbe 
instant." 

**  Never,     foul     villain,''    replied    Henri 
d'  Effiat,  "  never  will  I  assoeiate  myself  iritb 
thee.    I  lefttsed  to  do  so  when  powerful" 
'  **  And  you  were  wrong !  you  may  be  mMter 
now.** 

^*  And  what  happiness  oan  power  ooofo 
upon  me  when  shared,  as  it  must  be,  with  % 
woman  who  so  slightly  loves  me,  and  wh> 
prefers  a  crown  ?" 
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**  Inooneeivable  folly,"  muttered  the  Capn- 


€€ 


AU  with  her— nothing  without  her— my 
fioul  IB  determined." 

^^  It  18  from  vanity  that  you  persist— it  is 
impossible,"  replied  Father  Joseph.  **  It  is  not 
in  nature." 

'*  Cinq  Mars  remuned  for  a  short  time 
mleni. 

^  Save  your  friend/  continued  the  Monk| 
**  the  favour  of  the  Kmg  awaits  you  if  you 
acoept  my  offer.*' 

^  Man  I  or  whatever  else  thou  art  I  if  thou 
haat  a  heart,  save  him,  save  my  friend — he  is 
the  most  pure  of  created  beings,  convey  him 
far  away  while  yet  he  sleeps,  for  should  he  wake 

all  entreaties  to  move  him  hence  will  be  in 

*   If 
vam. 

'    <*  What  good  will  that  do  me  T  asked  the 

Capuchm,  ^  it  is  you,  and  your  favour  that  I 

"Stand  in  need  of— not  his  I" 
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Tl^e  itDpetuous  Cinq  Mars  ros^  soddeoiji 
and  seizing  the  Monk  by  the  arms^  aud,  mVk 
surveyiipg  him  with  ^  terrible  look, 

'^  I  disgrace  my  friend  by  aigiiV  thee  W 
flave  him — pee,  viUain,''  coatiiiDed  he,  raisi^ig  the 
iapeatr^  whii^h  separated  the  apfurti^eiit  firov 
another,  ^  look  on  this  and  afterwards  dpu^ 
if  tho9  capst,  the  devotedne^s  and  innnottalitj 
of  the  souL  Compare  the  misery  of  tbf 
triumph,  with  the  calmness  of  owe  defest-"tiie 
meanness  of  thy  reign,  with  the^Apdeorcf 
our  captivity,  thy  sanguinary  watchii^gfi  witli 
the  slumbers  of  the  juaL" 

A  solitary  lapip  threw  its  Ught  npop  ^ 
Thou,  who  was  kneeling  op  a  cushion  8U^ 
mounted  by  a  large  ebony  cru<nfix ;  he  se^oned 
to  have  fallen  aileep  while  praying*^his  hoM 
inclining  backwards  was  still  raised  towards  wP 
cro88~his  pale  lips  e^pr^sied  a  calm  andoeieoe 
smile. 

*«  By  Heaven  I  how  he  eleeps,"  ssid  dw  ^ 
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toaiibed  Capaohin^  unintentionallj  adding  a 
hdj  ejaculation  to  his  exclamation-^the  poa- 
tore  of  De  Tbou  atniek  to  his  consoience,  and 
he  retired  aeyeral  .paces,  and  coTered  his  eyes 
with  his  hands  as  if  he  had  been  dazded  by  a 
celestial  yision*  '*  Nonsense^  nonsense^'*  mut^ 
tered  h^  as  he  passed  his  hand  oyer  his  face, 
^'  ^  all  childishness*  I  can  accomplish  it 
when  I  please."  Turning  to  Cinq  Mars,  h^ 
said-*-*'  For  the  last  time,  Monsieur  le  Grand, 
say  yes  or  no  to  my  proposition.'' 

**  Ko  P  replied  Cinq  Mars,  as  he  pushed  him 
by  the  shoulder  towards  the  door,  '*  I  will  have 
nothing  to  do  with  lifci  nor  do  I  repent  having 
for  a  second  time  compromised  De  Thou,  for 
he  would  never  owe  his  freedom  to  thee ;  when 
we  surrendered  ourselves  at  Narbonne  it  was 
not  with  the  intention  of  escaping  from 
Lyons." 

'*  Then  bestir  yourself,  for  here  come  the 
judges,"  said  the  Capudiin  furiously. 
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Preceded  by  a  detachment  of  the  Sootdi 
Guard,  fourteen  of  the  judges,  headed  by  tlie 
.Chancellor  Segnier,  entered  the  apartmeot; 
thej  were  dzd  in  long  robes,  and  seated  tbem- 
Helves  in  silence  on  the  right  and  left  of 
the  laige  chamber;  these  were  the  oon* 
missioners  selected  bj  the  Cardinal-Duke  for 
the  sad  and  somwliil  bonness  of  tiyiiig  the 
•prisoners ;  the  whole  of  tbem  were  devoted  to 
Bichelien ;  he  had  lumself  while  at  Taiascoa 
selected  and  given  them  instmclions. 
.  He  had  directed  the  Chancellor  S^er  to 
go  to  Lyons  on  purpose  that  all  delay  might  be 
avoided,  in  case  any  appeal  were  made  to  him 
by  the  prisoners.  Monsienr  de  Marrillsc  wss 
at  Nantes  at  the  trial  of  Chalais,  Moneieorde 
Chateaunenf  at  Toulouse  for  Montaioreiici» 
and  Monsieur  de  Bellievre  at  Paris  to  sapport 
the  cause  of  Biron ;  it  was  therefore,  he  ttii» 
imperatively  necessary  that  Seguier  should  be 
at  Lyons;  The   Chancellor   arrived  with  •& 
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Speed,  but  lie  received  secret  orders  not  to' 
show  himself  as  he  might  have  been  considered 
to  be  prejudiced  in  favor  of  the  prisoners,  in 
consequence  of  considerable  benefits  bestowed 
on  him  by  Cinq  Mars  some  time  back. 

The  commissioners  had  previously  received 
the    cowardly    depositions  of    Monsieur  the 
Song's  brother^  at  Yillefranche  in  BeaujolaiSj, 
and  again  at  Vivey,  two  leagues  from  Lyons, 
where  this  wretched  prince  had  received  orders 
^P  gO)  while  frightened  and  begging  forgive- 
ness, although  in  the'  very  midst  of  his  follow- 
ers, whom,  from  very  pity,  he  had  been  allowed 
to  retain ;  they  were  carefully  watched,  how- 
everj  both  by:' the  French  and  Swiss  Guards. 
The  Cardinal  had  dictated    the    whole   that 
Gaston  was  to  confess^  word  for  word,  as  well 
as  the  answers  he  was* to  give  to  such  ques- 
tions as  might  be  put  to  him ;  in  consideration 
of  this  base  servility,  he  was  to  be  spared  the 
shame  of  publicly  confrontiug  Cinq  Mors  and 
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DeThou.  The  Chancellor  and  the  GommiflBioD* 
era  had  likewiae  had  a  conference  with  the  Doke 
de  Bouillon ;  strong  in  their  evidence  they  de- 
termined  to  visit  with  all  their  strengA  tk 
two  young  criminals  whom  they  had  pre-dete^ 
mined  to  sacrifice.  History  has  only  handed 
down  to  posterity  the  names  of  two  of  tlie 
Commissioners  who  were  associated  with  PierT0 
Seguier  j  it  merely  mentions  that  there  were 
six  of  the  Parliament  of  GrenoUe,  two  Pw- 
dents,  and  the  tale  bearing  spy  and  coooseflor 
of  State,  Lanbardemonty  who  had  the  direction 
of  the  whole ;  to  him  Father  Joseph  whispered 
with  the  most  studied  politenesSi  Tiewing  tll» 
as  he  stood  by  him,  with  a  look  of  foocioof 
joy. 

It  was  arrai^ed  that  an  arm^-chair  shoold 
serve  as  a  '*  dock"  for  tfie  prisonera 

Cinq  Mara  was  the  first  to  break  aileirce* 
He  spoke  in  a  calm  and  dear  voice, 

^'Say  to  tho  Chancellor  that  I  bste  the 
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i^ght  of  appeal  to  the  Parliament  at  PariSi 
and  to  object  to  my  judges ;  because  two  of 
them  are  my  declared  enemies,  and  at  tbe  head 
is  one  of  my  friends.  Monsieur  Seguier  himself. 
But  I  will  spare  you  much  trouble,  gentlemen, 
by  pleading  guilty  to  the  whole  of  the  charges  t 
the  conspiracy  originated  with  me,  and  with 
me  alone.  It  is  my  wish  to  die ;  but  if  justice 
has  any  hold  upon  you,  take  not  the  life  of 
Be  Thou  1  he  whom  the  King  has  pronounced 
to  be  the  most  honest  man  in  France,  and  who 
only  seeks  death  for  my  sake." 

^'  Summon  him  to  our  presence,"  said  Lau^ 
terdemont. 

^  Two  guards  entered  the  apartment  of  De 
Thou  and  led  him  forth. 

'  He  advanced,  while  a  sweet  smile  played 
upon  his  lips.     He  embraced  Cinq  Mars. 

•  ^  Here  at  last  is  our  day  of  triumph,"  said 
be,  **  we  are  about  to  enter  into  the  Kingdouk- 
dt'  Heayen  and  eternal  happiness^" 
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*•  We  nndentand— we  have  been  given  to. 
QadenUnd,"  said  Laobardemonti  '^from  U.. 
de  Cinq  Man  that  yoa  were  aoqoainted  with 
thia  conspuMy." 

De  Thoa  answered    instantly  and  withont^ 
hetttation;    the  smile  was   still  on  hislip^ 
ahhoogh  hia  eyes  were  east  downwards. 
•  ^  I  have  passed  my  life  in  studying  the  Uwi 
ef  my  cotrntry,  and  know  that  the  testimooy 
ef  an  accused  person  cannot  be  received  ss  evr 
denee.     I   will  only  repeat,  therefor^  tint 
which  I  have  already  said.    I  shoald  not  be 
believed  even  were  I  to  denoance  the  broUier 
of  onr  Eang.    Yon  perceive  then  th|it  my  Uft 
or  death  rests  entirely  with  myself.    I  hive 
well  weighed  the  alternative^  and  foresee  that* 
the  life  I  may  lead  hereafter  will  be  most  to- 
happy  when  deprived  of  the  friendship  of  M*- 
de  Cinq  Mars.    I  therefore  acknowledge  sad 
conftss  that  I  was  aware  of  the  conspim^i  bot 
that  I  did  all  iiy  my  power  to  prevent  it*   B*' 
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considered  me  his  only  faithful  friend,  therefore 
I  would  not  betray  him  I  thus  I  condemn 
myself  by  the  very  laws  which  were  framed 
by  my  father," 

Cinq  Mars  now  said  aloud — 

^*  My  friend,  my  friend,  twice  have  I  be- 
trayed you — ^in  what  manner  you  know  too 
weU.** 

De  Thou  replied  in  a  tone    of  consolation 
while  raising  his  eyes  from  the  ground, 

*'  Ah  I  happy  are  we  to  end  our  days  to- 
gether! I  have  indeed  cause  to  complain  of 
you,  but  Heayen  knows  how  sincerely  I  love 
you.  What  have  we  done  to  merit  the  glori- 
ous title  of  Martyrs,  and  be  permitted  to  die 
as  such  together  ?" 

The  judges  were  not  prepared  for  such  a 
scene ;  they  stared  at  each  other  in  surprise. 

^^  If  they  would  only  let  me  have  a  good 
partisan  for  a  few  minutes/'  muttered  a  hoarse 

VOL.  ni.  o  • 
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voice,  (it  was  Grandchamp  who  had  crept 
Bilently  into  the  room,)  I  wooid  soon  rid 
MonseigiieQr  of  all  these  dismal  looking 
feUows." 

Two  men  with  halberts  immediately  placed 
themselyes  by  his  side.  The  old  man  said  do 
moEB ;  but  retired  to  a  window  which  looked 
upon  the  riyer  while  he  pretended  to  listen  to 
what  was  going  on  in  the  room. 

Laobardemont  perceiTing  that  the  judges 
weifi  touched  with  compassiouj  said  in  a  loud' 
Toice^ 

<*  In  pursuance  of  the  orders  w^  have  re- 
oeiyed  from  his  Eminence,  the*  Cardimdy  I 
propose  thai  these  men  be  put  to  the  rack  T 
The  impetuous  character  of  Cinq  Man  beeame 
immediately  prominent;  crossing  his  arms  be 
stepped  two  paces  towards  LaubardemeDt  sad 
Father  Joseph;  the  latter  became  mocb 
alarmed;  the  former  involuntarily  placed  btf 
hand  to  his  forehead. 
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^^  Are  we  again  at  Loodun  T  cried  the 
prisoDer  in  a  loud  Toice. 

De  Thouj  more  collected,  advanced  and  took 
bis  friend  by  the  hand.  Cinq  Mars  was  for  a 
moment  silent;  then  continued  in  a  firm  voice 
while  his  eyes  were  fixed  steadfastly  upon  the 
jndges. 

**  This  proceeding  appears  most  harsh  and  un- 
called for;  a  man  of  my  rank  ought  not  to  be 
subjected  to  these  formalities.  1  have  con* 
fesaed  to  every  charge,  what  more  would  you 
have?  It  is  not  from  souls  like  ours  that 
secrets  can  be  wrung  through  bodily  suffering ; 
we  Are  prisoners  by  our  own  free  will— the- 
time  and  place  being  chosen  by  ourBclves — we 
have  confessed  enough  to  justify  our  sentence ; 
what  more  do  you  require  ?** 

'*  Nay — nay — my  friend  ?•*  interrupted  De 
Thou,  ^'  let  us  not  refuse  the  Martyrdom  which 
is  offered  us  by  the  Almighty;  we  demand 
and  will  accept  it" 

o  3 
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*'  But,"  replied  Cinq  Mars,  "  why  such  in- 
famous tortures  to  obtain  salvation  ?  Yoa  are' 
already  a  martyr— a  voluntary  martjr  to  friend- 
ship.  It  is  I  alone,  who  possess  important 
secrets ;  as  the  chief  of  the  oopspiraton»  aU 
has  been  deposited  with  me.  If  we  must  be 
treated  as  the  worst  of  malefacton,  pot  me 
alone  to  the  torture  T 

*'  For  the  sake  of  charity,"  added  De  Tkoa, 
'*  deprive  me  not  of  equal  suffering  with  mj 
friend.  I  have  not  followed  him  so  long 
and  so  faithfully,  to  abandon  him  at  a  mo- 
ment like  this.  I  will  nse  every  effort  to  aooom- 
pany  him  to  heaven  T 

During  this  debate,  another  was  going  for- 
ward between  Laubardemont  and  the  Capnekin 
— the  one  fearing  that  torments  would  flnl  in 
effect,  advised  that  they  s^iould  not  be  resorted 
to— the  other,  thinking  that  his  triumph  wooU 
not  be  complete,  and  the  Cardinal  satisfied  by 
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deatk  alone,  absolutely  insisted  upon  their 
being  applied. 

The  CommisBioners  surrounded  them,  and 
paid  attention  to  the  arguments  of  these  two 
secret  agents  of  the  prime  minister;  many 
circumstances  causing  them  to  suspect  that  the 
influence  of  the  Capochin  was  more  powerful 
than  that  of  the  judge — they  took  part  with 
him  and  decided  upon  mercy.  Father  Joseph 
^nished  the  controversy  by  the  following  words 
which  he  uttered  in  a  deep,  low,  voice : 

^^I  know  their  secrets— there  is  no  necessity 
to  force  them  from  their  lips.  M.  le  Grand, 
has  no  one  to  denounce  but  the  king ;  De  Thou 
but  the  queen ;  it  is  better  that  we  should  not 
hear  this— of  other  matters  they  will  maintain 
silence— the  one  from  pride,  the  other  from  a 
sentiment  he  terms  piety.  Let  them  alone,  the 
rack  will  disfigure  them,  and  render  them  una- 
ble to  walk — which  would  spoil  our  contem- 
plated ceremony ;  they  must  be  kept  so  that 
they  may  be  shown  to  the  multitude." 
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This  last  observation  prevailed ;  the  cod- 
missioners  retired  to  deliberate  with  the  chin- 
cellor ;  while  departing,  the  monk  whiipered  to 
Laubardemcmt— 

**  I  have  provided  yon  with  plenty  of  gtafr 
fication  here,  and  now  that  700  have  satiified 
yourself,  you  shall  go  and  interrogate  three 
more  of  the  acoused|  who  are  oonfin^  io  the 
northern  tower  T 

Fi^ther  Joseph  had  deep  meaning  in  these 
words,  and  smiled  sareasttcally,  as  he  foflowea 
Lanbardemont  from  the  apartment,  u6iog»  ^ 
observed,  menacing  gestures,  showing  that  be 
was  prepared  to  take  advantage  of  the  pKS^^ 
oocasion',  to  rid  himself  of  his  enemy. 

Feeling  certain  as  to  the  condunon  the  judges 
would  arrive  at,  and  that  they  would  poee  mb- 
tence  of  death  on  Cinq  Mars  and  De  Thoo^ 
Father  Joseph  and  Lanbardemont  moooted  the 
flight  of  steps  which  led  to  the  turret  of  ^ 
northern  tower— each   had  his  own  pbB  ^ 
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foture  operations,  and  both  ohuckled  in  delight 
at  the  apparent  success  of  their  schemes. 

Laubardemont  following  the  Capuchin, 
while  ascending  the  steps,  could  not  help  revol- 
ving in  his  mind,  that  now  would  be  a  good 
opportttnity  for  patting  into  execution  the  plan 
he  had  long  settled  in  his  mind,  of  ridding  him- 
self at  once,  and  for  ever,  of  his  inveterate 
enemy  and  rivals  and  he  could  scarcely  reirain 
from  springing  on  the  Father  and  strangling 
him  suddenly  on  the  silent  staircase ;  but  re- 
collecting that  the  trial  of  Cinq  Mars  and  his 
friend,  was  not  yet  concluded,  and  that  enqui- 
ries .would  be  made  for  the  Capuchin,  if  he  did 
not  again  appear,  he  was  fain  to  resist  the 
strong  temptation,  and  console  himself  with 
the  thought  that  another  opportunity  must 
soon  occur,  when  he  would  most  certainly  put 
his  desire  into  execution. 

The  reverend  father  in  the  meantime,  for  his 
part,  knew  what  he  was  going  to  do,  and  his 
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thoBghts  were  not  regulated  by  bo  much  &<£• 
dtade  for  his  friend,  and  confederate,  in  so 
many  atrocious  crimee. 

The  apartment  in  the  northern  tower  to 
which  this  worthy  couple  ascended,  was  con- 
Btructed  dose  to  the  different  cells  where  tlM 
unhappy  prisoners,  Lactance,  Barr4  ^^^  ^^^ 
non>  were  separately  confined,  and  built  in  such 
a  manner  that  a  looker  on  mq^ht  behold  wbst 
took  place  in  the  cells,  without  being  himself 
observed. 

Taking  advantage  of  this  ooncealmenti  the 
Capuchin  and  Laubardemont  placed  them- 
selves in  readiness  to  witness  the  destroction  of 
their  victims. 

The  countenances  o£  these  two  miscresots 
were  widely  different,  yet  each  bore  the  same 
expression  of  evil  I  the  deep  swarthy  ooib- 
plezion,  the  demoniac  scowl,  and  heavy  fe&tores 
of  the  one,  contrasted  strongly  with  the  ligl>^ 
eyesy  most  wickedly  expressive,  and  conten^P' 
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tiiOQs  sneer  on  the  £ice  of  the  other  I  hate 
and  malice  nere  portrayed  on  that  of  Lau- 
bardement,  but,  could  Lavater  himself  have 
scanned  the  features  of  the  reverend  father,  he 
would  haye  found  it  difficult  to  decide  which 
countenance  bore  the  worst  expression. 

Being  at  their  appointed  stations,  after  a 
silence  of  a  few  minutes  Father  Joseph  gave  a 
preconcerted  signal,  when  four  men,  wearing 
masks,  and  partly  clad  in  black,  having  their 
arms  and  legs  bare,  suddenly  entered  the  first 
cell  in  which  lay  Lactance ;  they  seized  the 
unhappy  prisoner,  and  without  speaking  one 
word,  threw  him  on  the  flooring  immediately 
over  the  fatal  Oubliette ;  the  bolts  which  sup- 
ported this  flooring  had  been  previously  with- 
drawn, and  the  weight  of  the  body  of  the 
doomed  sufferer  immediately  caused  it  to  give 
way^  and  the  wretch  passed  through,  falling 
into  the  water  beneath  from  a  fearful  height ; 
a  shriek — a  splash— and  a  groan — and  all  was 

o  5 
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over.  The  two  other  prisoners  suffered  the 
same  fate,  in  the  same  manner ;  the  execodoo- 
ers  doing  their  disgusting  office,  and  r^bciiig 
the  flooring  of  each  cell  with  the  moat  caUoof 
indiiferenee. 

A  grim  smile  passed  oyer  the  hard  features 
of  Father  Joseph  as  he  looked  narrowly  at 
his  companion  after  this  triple  murder,  and 
he  said, 

(«  Our  Master,  the  noble  Cardinal,  is  80  fitf 
revenged  I  but  he  will  not  be  satisfied  oiitS 
Cinq  Mars  and  De  Thou  are  added  to  the 
number.  -And  yet,  after  all,  it  is  a  pity  that 
one  so  young—" 

*^  What  2"  interrupted  Laubardemont,  ^'  cao 
pity  find  9f  home  in  a  heart  like  youfs  ?  yoo 
—who  haye  been  the  principal  cause  of  hb 
being  brought  hete  I  Your  assumed  compiuic* 
tions  deceive  not  me.  Father  Joseph!  I  hate 
that  boy,  most  bitterly  I  hate  him«'* 

•^^Yott    haye    good    causey"    replied  the 
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Capuokifi^  ^'  tl;ie  soar  on  your  forehead  leave? 
no  pleasant  recolleetions,  I  wanant  me  I  but 
you  were  in  fault  again,  to  let  your  malice 
show  itself  when  yoa  proposed  to  administer 
the  rack  I  you  know  that  the  Cardinal  bad 
strictly  forbidden  it." 

*'  Has  not  the  Cairdinal  delegated  his  power 
to  mer'  said  Laubardemont,  '*  had  he  prohi* 
bited  the  use  of  the  rack  ten  times  over^  I 
would  have  braved  his  displeasure  could  I  have' 
gratified  my  revenge*  in  seeing  that  young 
maD'a  body  broken  like  that  of  Urbain  Gran* 
dier»  and  I  could  have  smiled,  as  he  writhed 
andet  f  the.  :torture  P 

**  Speak  not  so  loud,  or  the  Cardinal  may 
hear  of  this  again^^'eaid  Father  Joseph,  '^  and ' 
then  your  future  services  will  not  be  so  readily 
aceeptied !  You  could  not  have  ordered  the 
rack  without  my  consent,  for  know,  malignant 
hypocrite,-  that  the  powers  granted  'to  me  by 
the  Cardinal  far  exceed '  yours.    'Tie  I  who 
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am  appointed  jadge  over  yon  I  and  I  feel  sof^ 
prized  that  you  dionld  have  been  again  em' 
ployed  when  I  consider  how  often  yon  ha?e 
failed  in  the  missions  entrusted  to  yon,  and  am 
a  witness  to  your  continued  disobedience  to  the 
commands  you  haye  received.** 

*'  My  services,  1  have  reason  to  know,  have 
been  as  much  appreciated  as  yoar  own/  re* 
torted  the  other,  ^'the  Spanish  treaty  for 
instance — ^ 

**  Obtained  by  your  son,  Jacques  Laabarde- 
mont,  whose  life  became  the  forfeit,  and  by  tbe 
hand  of  his  father,  if  the  truth  were  told  I 
Nay — name  some  service  of  greater  import,  if 
you  can—  I  will  help  you — the  raok  to 
Urbain  Grandier  I  that  was  worthy  of  a  great 
man  and  upright  judge,  truly  T 

Laubardemont  answered  with  much  bitter- 
ness, 

*'  What  right  have  you,  meddling  priest,  to 
interfere  with  any  matter  entrusted  to  me  ^ 
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execute,  yon  go  too  far  presuming  Friar,  and 
a  day  of  reckoning  may  yet  take  place  between 
ue.** 

"  It  may  indeed,"  retorted  the  father  coolly, 
'*  and  I  now  accuse  you  to  your  fac&,  with 
having  maliciously  poisoned  the  ear  of  the 
Cardinal  to  my  disadvantage,  while  I  was 
away  from  Ferpignan,  under  the  orders  of  our 
master,  to  follow  Cinq  Mars  to  Paris  T' 

*^  I  did  notr  said  Laubardemont  with  ef- 
frontery. 

**  You  did  I  in  that  you  know  you  lie !"  said 
Father  Joseph  with  deliberate  emphasis,  ac- 
companied by  a  most  sinister  look. 

'^  The  lie  I  and  to  me  from  a  beggarly  Capu- 
chin, not  worthy  to  groom  my  horse! 
Villain,  I  will  haye  revenge,  even  on  this  very 
spot." 

Losing  all  command  over  his  temper  and 
actions,  Laubardemont  was  about  to  spring 
upon  his  adversary,  when  Father  Joseph  drew 
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forth  a  long  ponuud  from  beneath  Us  dress, 
which  gliBtened  in  the  dim  light  of  the  apart- 
ment. 

''StmndbMkI'  cried  he. 

Lftnbttidemont  felt  for  his  dagger,  but  he  hsd 
it  not. 

The  Capachin,  perceiving  his  adfanUge, 
called  ont, 

**  K0W9  Tile  mnrderer,  take  your  deeerts . 
You  have  said  truly  that  a  day  should  oome 
when  a  reckoning  shall  be  made  between  ns"* 
itisathandr 

Laubardemont  retreated  to  the  door|  olosely 
followed  by  his  enemy,  whci  watching  his  oP" 
portumty  until  his  anta^nist  came  near  to  the 
entrance  of  one  of  the  open  cells  recently  ^ 
cupied  by  Lactance  and  the  other  ppso^^ 
suddenly  struck  him  a  blow  on  the  chest  with 
the  hilt  of  his  pomard,  which  caused  I^^ 
bardemont  to  stagger— his  foot  caught  the 
entrance  to  the  door,  and  he  fell  baek^tfds 
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upon  the  flooring  of  the  Oubliette^  the  bolts  of 
whicb^  haying  been  withdrawn,  the  wretched 
man  was  also  precipitated  into  the  abyss 
beneath  I 

*•  Die,  murderer  1**  cried  the  priest,  **  Urbain 
Grandier  this  day  calls  you  to  your  ac- 
count r 

Hugging  himself  with  delight  at  the  ac- 
complishment of  this  feat,  and  congratulating 
himself  that  he  had  not  committed  actual 
murder  by  stabbing  his  enemy,  Father  Joseph 
slowly  descended  the  staircase,  satisfied  at  the 
destruction  of  all  his  enemies ;  he  anticipated 
his  own  future  greatness  from  the  increasing 
favors  of  the  powerful  Cardinal,  and  retired  to 

« 

give  directions  for  erecting  the  scaffold  for  the 
execution  of  Cinq  Mars  and  De  Thou. 

The  judges  had  scarcely  quitted  the  chamber 

.<  • 

where  the  trial  Lad  taken  place,  when  Grand- 
champ  hastened  towards  his  master,  and  seizing 
hil  hand,  said : 
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'^  In  the  name  of  Heaven,  come  to  tbe 
terrace,  Monseigneur ;  come,  I  entreat  yoa  in 
the  name  of  yonr  mother^  come,  I  say  P 

The  chamber  door  was  opened  when  the  old 
Abb£  Quillet  appeared 

^'  My  children,  my  dear  children  P  ezchdmed 
the  old  man,  **  why  have  I  not  been  permitted 
to  see  yon  before  I  Dear  Henri,  yoor  mother, 
brother,  and  sisters  are  all  concealed  m  the 
neighbourhood." 

'<  Do  be  qniet,  Monsienr  TAbb^"  hlte^ 
rnpted  Ghrandchamp ;  *'  come  to  the  tenao^ 
Monseigneur/* 

The  old  Ahh6  still  detamed  his  poidl,  while 
he  pressed  his  hand. 

*^  We  hope— indeed,  we  haYe  been  aasored 
of  mercy  I"  said  he. 

<'Nay,  my  friend|  I  shall  refuse  it,"  esid 
Cinq  Mars. 

<^  We  hope  for  nothing  bat  the  meroy  of  the 
Ahnighty,"  added  De  Thou. 
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''  Hark  T  said  Grandchamp,  **  here  are  the 
judges  again.*' 

The  door  was  reopened  to  this  miserable 
procession. 

^*  Hear  me,''  said  the  good  Abb6,  addressing 
the  commissioners,  ^*  I  have  just  arrived  from 
Paris  where  no  one  doubts  but  that  mercy  will 
be  extended  to  all  the  conspirators.  I  myself 
have  had  an  interview  with  Monsieur  in  the 
apartments  of  her  Majesty ;  as  for  the  Duke 
de  Bouillon,  his  examination — " 

^'  Silence  I"  called  out  Monsieur  de  Ceion, 
the  lieutenant  commanding  the  Scotch 
Guard. 

The  oommissioners  arranged  themselves  in 
the  apartment  as  before. 

Monsieur  de  Thou,  perceiving  that  the  proper 
officer  was  about  to  read  the  sentence,  launched 
forth  in  an  enthusiastic  religious  ecstacy  which 
could  only  emanate  from  a  martyr  or  a  saint 
at  the  point  of  death— boldly  facing  the  official, 
he  ejaculated. 
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^*Quam  speciosi  pedes  evangeHzax&tm  jow^ 
eoangeUzatUium  bonaT  then  taking  the  hand  of 
Cinq  Mars,  which  he  held  within  lus  own,  lie 
knelt  down  bare-headed  to  receive  the  sentence. 
Cinq  Mars  remained  standing. 

The  sentence  was  then  read  as  followB : 

The  attomey^general  prosecutor,  on  the  pirt 
of  the  state,  on  a  chaise  of  high  treason,  on 
the  one  part. 

And  Messieurs  D'Effiat  of  Cinq  Mars,  Mas- 
ter of  the  Horse  of  France,  aged  twenty-two, 
and  Francois  Au^^uste  De  Thou,  aged  thirty- 
five,  of  the  King's  Privy  Council|  prisoners  in 
the  Castle  of  Pierre  Encise,  at  Lyons,  accoaed 
and  defendants  on  the  other  part 

*'To  wit,  the  special  trial  commenced  by 
the  aforesaid  attomey-genend,  against  the  laid 
D'Effiat  and  De  Thou-informations,  ezamioa- 
tions,  confessions,  and  confrontations,  and 
authenticated  copies  of  the  treaty  with  Spaiflf 
-—all  of  which  having  being  duly  considered*** 
and  that : 
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■ 

let.  He  who  conspires  against  the  person  of 
the  prime  minister  of  kings,   is  considered  by 
the  law  of  the  ancient  constitution  of  the  em- 
pire^  to  be  guilty  of  high  treason. 

''  2nd.  The  law  established  by  Louis  XI, 
renders  any  one  liable  to  the  pain  of  death, 
who  is  cognizant  of  a  conspiracy  against  the 
state,  and  reveals  it  not. 

''The  commissioners  empowered  by  his 
Majesty,  have  pronounced  the  said  D'Effiat 
and  De  Thou,  guilty  of  high  treason — that  is 
to  eay : 

'«  The  said  D'Effiat  de  Cinq  Mars,  for  hav- 
ing conspired  to  form  a  league  and  treaty  with 
the  foreigner  agains^  the  state. 

**  And  the  said  DeThou  for  having  a  tho- 
rough knowledge  of  the  said  conspiracy ;  for 
which  crimes  they  stand  deprived  of  all  honors 
and  dignities,  and  are  hereby  condemned  to 
forfeit  their  heads  by  the  axe  on  the  scaffold, 
which  is  for  this  purpose  erected  in  the  Place 
Des  Terreaux  in  this  city. 
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*'  It  is  farther  declared,  that  all  and  every 
their  possessions,  estate,  and  goods,  be  oafi*- 
cated  to  the  king— the  aforesaid  estate  to  pass 

ft 

immediately  to  the  crown— the  aforesaid  goods 
being  valued  60,000  livres,  to  be  deroted  to 
pioos  uses.** 

On  this  sentence  being  eonclu^iedy  Mon- 
sieur De  Thou,  exdiumed  in  a  loud 
voice — 

^^  God  be  blessed — God  be  praised  T 

'*  Death  has  no  fears  for  me,"  uttered  Cinq 
Mars. 

According  to  the  regulations,  M.  de  CetoOi 
an  old  man  upwards  of  sixty  years  of  a$;e,  now 
observed  with  emotion,  that  he  must  delirer  ap 
his  prisoners  to  the  charge  of  the  Sieur  UHome, 
Provost  Marshal  of  Lyons ;  he  then  took 
leave  of  them— the  whole  guard  sorrowfoOy 
followed  his  example. 

^*  Weep  not,  my  friends,*  said  Cinq  Harii 
addressing  them ;  *'  tears  are  of  no  av^l — ^ratbtf 
pray  for  us — and  be  assured  we  fear  not 
death." 
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''  Barbarians  V  cried  the  Ahh6  Quillet,  ''  to 
be  thos  in  array  against  them  I  Why  did  they 
admit  me  at  a  moment  like  this  ?" 

"  As  confessor.  Monsieur  L'Abb^,'*  whis- 
pered one  of  the  commissioners,  as  they  all  left 
the  room. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


THE  EXECUTION. 


As  soon  aa  the  huge  gates  of  the  prison  weie 
closed,  and  the  outside  gratings  lowered. 

"Noxff  to  the  terrace,  in  the  Dame  of 
heaven,"  said  Grandchamp.  drawing  his  imuter 
and  De  Thou  through  the  opening  of  the  huge 
window. 

The  old  preceptor  followed 
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^'  What  are  we  to  see  ?^  asked  Cinq  Mars^ 
*'  is  it  the  beauty  of  the  plains,  or  the  richness 
of  the  city  ?  Or  is  it  to  witness  the  peaceful 
serenity  of  villagers  ?  Indeed,  my  friend,  as 
ranch  misery  and  discontent  are  to  be 
found  there,  as  within  this  state  pri- 
son T 

The  old  Abb^  and  Orandchamp  leaned 
over  the  parapet  watching  the  banks  of  the 
river. 

"  The  fog  is  so  thick,  1  can  distinguish  no- 
thing,'* remarked  the  Abbd. 

"Do  you  not  see  low  down  near  the  rocks, 
on  the  opposite  bank,  a  small,  white  house  be- 
tween the  Halincourt  Gate,  and  the  Boulevard, 
Samt  Jean  ?"  asked  the  Abb& 

*^  I  see  nothing,"*  replied  Cinq  Mars, ''  but  a 
mass  of  dreary  walL** 

**  Hark  T  sdd  the  Abb^,  ^^  some  one 
speaks  r 

In  fact,  a  confiised  murmur  was  heard  in 
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a  small  turret,  the  back  of  which  rested  upon 
the  platform  of  the  terrace— as  it  waascftrodj 
larger  than  a  pigeon-houBe,  it  had  antil  sow, 
escaped  observation. 

**  Shall  we  see  into  this  matter  ?"  said  Cbq 
Mars. 

'^  Do  not  trouble  yourself,  MoDseignear,** 
said  Grandchamp,  ''it  is  the  tower  leading  to 
the  <  Oubliettes.*  Two  months  since,  I  taw 
several  wretched  men  fall  thence  into  the 
river." 

Curiosity  caused  the  two  prisoners  to  keep 
their  eyes  fixed^  in  spite  of  the  horror  of  their 
own  situation,  upon  the  small  turret  which  ex- 
tended to  the  very  extremity  of  the  rock,  even 
to  the  precipice ;  while  below,  was  a  gulpb  of 
green  foaming  water  of  great  depth,  which 
was  lashed  into  a  whirlpool  by  its  friction  against 
the  rocks,  caused  by  a  meeting  of  the  waters 
from  an  arm  of  the  Sa6ne. 

A  wheel  belonging  to.  a  mill  which  had  beeo 
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for  a  long  time  oDtenanted,  reTolved  with 
velocity. 

Three  distinct  soands  were  now  heard  like 
thoee  of  a  drawbridge  suddenly  lowered  and 
raised  to  its  former  position  by  the  recoil  or 
spring,  as  it  struck  the  stone  walls,  and  each 
time  was  to  be  seen  a  dark  substance  fall  into 
the  water  with  a  heavy  splash. 

**  In  Heaven's  mercy,  can  these  be  men  V* 
asked  the  Abb^,  crossing  himself. 

^*  I  thought  I  saw  brown  robes  turning  in 
the  air,"  answered  Grandchamp,  ''they  are 
some  of  the  Cardinal's  friends,  perhaps  T 

After  the  lapse  of  a  little  time,  a  horrible  cry 
accompanied  by  an  impious  oath,  was  heard 
from  the  turret — the  heavy  trap  groaned  for 
the  fourth  time— the  enormous  mill  cracked  as 
the  fallen  mass  came  in  contact  with  it — one  of 
its  large  spokes  was  torn  away  as  the  figure  of 
a  man  became  disentangled  from  it,  and  preoi- 

VOL.  m.  H 
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^hatel  into  tiie  water  baiei4ll«  the  b^y  rm 

ftgfain  aboye  the  foam,  which  waa  difl(ipIoura) 

bf  blood. 

•    it  waa  I.iafih8rdemoii(-"T^  Aivnied  ^^Dce  or 

twioe,  ahriekii^g  £nght6^^  wad  diaappeand 

tofereri 

'    Cifl^  Msva  detrn  back  ja  t^Jrvor* 

<'  It  is  the  wock-of  PraTidcn^QP  aai^  KJmdt 

chanp,  ^^  Urbain  Giwdiar  kq«  {im^«4  ^1^ 

snan  but  three  yean  I    But  w>w  I0  'w^i^-ntjuM 

48  predooe«^pni7  gentleiMB,  do  BeA  b^  i^tt*^ 

let  UQ  «iid6asqiir  to  aare  Dur  maat^rl    H#av«9 

be  praise^,  I  «f  e  ihe  s]gnal'**^a  ibiA  b^  8an4 

v-all  is  Teadj^^MBoe^bia  way  Mawmor  I'AM^I 

'ibere,  tliei^,  is  the  w^ote  imoikwM^  ^^ 

window-ciir.Mte^ith  ave  all  prtpanf^" 

^    The  Abb4  took  Ue  7«aii»g  fiitnda  bf  tkf 

liaiid  and  led  tiicai  to  ihe  ether  nde  oi  <be  t0i^ 

Taee  ^  Mrbieh  |m  bad  kektve  attmeted  their 

MteotieB.  . 


^  Lkten  to  me  attentiyelj,"  sidd  he,  '^Onr  . 
ftiands  have  all  hastened  to  Lyons  in  dasgnise 
-gold  has  been  droulated  in  the  cHy,  to  secure 
them  firom  being  betiayedl  A  bold  attempt' 
will  be  made  for  your  deliveranoe.  The  time 
fixed  upon,  is  that  when  you  will  be  brought 
forth  for  ezeeution. 

'*  2%e  Mignal  wiU  be  fbr  yau^  Jtttmsieur  da: 
Cmq  MoT^t  to  place  ymtr  hoi  firmly  upufuyeiut^ 
heady  and  your  reecue  mil  le  immediatelyr 
achievedJ" 

The  good  Abb^  half  in  tears,  and  half  smi- 
ling firom  hope,  continued  to  inform  his  frienda 
of  what  he  himself  had  done  in  their  favouiv 
and  he  now  told  them  what  he  had  since  heaid^ 
that  such  aecreoy  had  been  kept  by  the  Cardi* 
aal  and  bis  adherents,  that  no  one  was  for  a' 
long  time,  aware  of  the  place  wher^  the  Mes^ 
ter  of  the  Horse  was  detained  a  prisoner— many 
thought  he  had  been  banished,  and  that  when 
Monneur  and  the  Duode  Bouillon  had  arranged 

■  3 
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tkeir  affairs  with  the  king,  all  the  other  oonspi- 
mtors  would  be  included  in  the  amnesty^ia 
fact,  the  whole  affair  had  ceased  to  be  the  lead-^ 
ing  topic  of  conversation,  becaose  so  few  bid 
been  openly  compromised  in  it — no  life  bad 
been  taken,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Paris  teemed 
rather  to  rejoice  that  the  citj  of  S^dan  and  ita 
Valuable  territory,  had  been  added  to  the  kiog- 
dom  of  France,  in  exchange  for  certain  does* 
ments  which  rendered  the '  Due  de  BouilloD  u 
innocent,  even  as  Monsieur  himself* 
*  The  result  of  these  arrangements  bad  tbs 
effect  of  heightening  in  the  opinion  of  the  public 
the  clemency  of  the  Cardinal  towards  the  ooo- 
spirators,  and  it  was  even  reported  that  he  had 
connived  at  the  escape  of  Cinq  Mars  and  De 
Thou,  after  having  courageously  arreated  them 
both  in  the  midst  of  their  troops  at  Perpig* 
nan. 

'  At  this  part  of  the  recital.  Cinq  Mara  oouU 
not  restrain  his  fiery  disposition. 
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^  Arrested  us  I  Most  we  then  forego  the 
honor  of  having  Yolantarily  Borrendered  oar« 
selves  I  Must  everjthino^  be  saerificed  ?  Evea 
the  opinion  of  posterity  t" 

**  This  is  but  vanity  T  roplied  De 
Thoo. 

The  old  tntor  imagining  that  the  calm  de* 
meanoar  of  hie  two  young  friends  arose  from 
their  having  been  assured  of  safety,  proceeded 
to  recount  all  his  endeavours  to  discover  where 
bis  pupil  had  been  concealed— a  stranger  to 
Court  and  city,  where,  even  in  the  most  secret 
places,  no  one  dared  mention  his  name,  it  was 
at  length,  by  accident  only,  he  had  discovered 
where  Cinq  Mars  and  his  friend  had  been  in- 
carcerated. 

^*  The  good  Queen,"  said  he,  **  wept  all  the 
time  I  was  with  her ;  and  declared  she  would 
give  all  she  possessed  to  save  you.  She  spoke 
of  the  welfare  of  France ;  but  I  did  not  un- 
derstand what  she  meant.    She  said  that  she 
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'■dmired  yout  Rnd  implbted  you  to  safe  y<Hff* 
-aolf  IB  pity  to  her,  and  to  spare  her  the  pun  of 
jevedastiiig  remorse  1" 

*^  Has  sho  said  nothing  nu)re,"  inqiuied  De 
fXhou,  wldle  supporting  CSaq  Man^vhohid 
tamed  very  pale. 
*    ^  Nothing  more,"  answered  the  c4d  man. 

'"And  haa  no  one  else  spoken  about mer 
iasked  the  Master  of  the  Hone^ 

^'  No  one,**  answered  tho  Abb& 
(    ^^  Yet  SHB  m^fat  have  written  to  me,"  wUf 
.pared  Cinq  Mars  to  De  Thon. 

In  the  meanwhile,  old  Gtandchamp  knediag 
iMcfore  Cinq  Mars,  and  pnlling  him  by  the 
-doak,  cried  out  in  a  supplicating  yoioe-* 

"  Monseigneur^  my  master,  my  dear  masto^ 
•do  yon  sea  them,  th«y  are  there— they  all  ^ 
there.** 
;    **  Whom  dw  you  mean,,  my  old  fncndT and 

mastto, 

**Wh«m?    Oh!   look   towards   that  wifir 
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d»ir  I     Your  motlier  —  yoar  listen  -^  yovm 

iM-Qtber  r 

•    In  iaety  day-fight  haviogfiilly  appearody  di»? 

closed  at  a  distance  female  figures,  Who  wv^ 

waving  bandkerohiefi.     One  of  thaib  dressed 

ih  mourning    extended    her     arms    towards 

ibe  pciaon,  then  retired  from  the  window  aa  if 

exhausted — supported  hf  the  athecs,^  Ab  agaii) 

eame    fSnfwkrdv    ouea    oioee    eittonded    her 

arms     and.  pfaned    her     haada.    tipon    hev 

lieart* 

1    Cinq  .Mars  reeogmsed  his motheif-^for  9 

momeAt^is  feeKnga-  oTeitoame  him*— be  reclined 

hia  head;  upon  the  shoulder  of  hie  friend  add 

wept, 

**  How  many  deaths  am  I  doomed  to  suffer  f! 
eadaimed  he. 

Then  making  a  sign  of  reoogmtioB»  he  saiiM 
liatheoldAbh& 
*.  ^^Let  ua  now  r^ire^  good  iatherT-ryou  ^ns' 
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about  to  tell  me  at  tlie  tribunal  of  pemteooe 
and  before  God,  what  will  be  the  Talae  of 
tnj  life,  should  I  shed  blood  to  pie- 
aenre  it." 

The  whole  party  then  left  the  teriaoe! 

Monsieur  De  Tbou^  after  having  confeiBedi 
wrote  a  letter  to  Madame,  the  Frinceas  de 
Guimen6 ;  after  whioh,  he  said : 

<'  This  is  the  but  Oaughi  I  have  iestowd  tg»s 
^  world  t    Now  ihenfor  Paradise  T 

Then  walking  quioUy  across  the  rooooi  bo 
chanted  in  a  loud  voioe,  the  psalms  ^  MieererB 
mei  Deus,**  with  an  inoomprehensiUe  ardour; 
his  whole  frame  trembling  Tiolently  with  emo* 
tion :  it  seemed  as  if  his  soul  were  about  to  pert 
from  his  body. 

The  guards  who  witnessed  this  spectaok) 
looked  on  him  with  admiration. 

In  the  meantime,  everythbg  remabed  quiet 
in  the  City  of  Lyons— until,  to  the  great  sstoo* 
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bhment  of  the  inhabitants,  troops  began  to 
pour  in  through  all  the  gates,  while  they  had 
been  supposed  to  be  encamped  afar  o£ 

The  French  and  Swiss  guards— the  pompa- 
dours—the gensd'armes  of  Maurevert,  and  the 
carbineers  of  la  Roque— all  defiled  in  nlenoe— 
the  cavalry  had  muskets  supported  on  the  pum* 
mela  of  their  saddles,  and  took  up  their  position 
round  the  Castle  of  Fierre-Encise — the  infan« 
try  fprmed  along  the  banks  of  the  Sadne  from 
the  gate  to  the  Flace  des  Terreauz. 

This  was  the  usual  spot  for  executions. 

Four  companies  of  the  citizens  of  Lyons 
called  *'  pennonage,''  being  about  eleven  or 
twelve  hundred  strong,  were  ranged  (says  the 
journal  of  Montr^r)  in  the  centre  of  the 
Places  des  Terreauz,  so  that  they  closed  up  the 
space  for  about  eighty  paces  on  each  side*  allow* 
lag  no  one  to  enter  but  those  who  were  abso- 
Itttely  required. 

In  the  centre  of  this  space,  a  scaffold  was 
H  6 
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erected  about  aeven  feet  higbi  in  the  nu^  of 
vbicb,  teQ^Qg  towards  the  front,  a  stake  thiw 
feet  in  lenglfaj  bad  been  faatened-bebv  tUt 
was  a  blook  of  wood,  near  six  inches  tbofetU 
leTel— tbe.  front  of  the  scaffold  iaced  the  bat- 
chers' market  of  dea  Terreaux  by  the  ode  o( 
the  Saone.    A  small  ladder  of  eight  stepsi  mp* 
fottfid  by  the  scaffolds  oompteted  the  uxsage- 
i^eats* 

«  Ko  mentioQ  had  been  made  ia  thecitjoC 
any  prisoners  being  in  the  castle^  and  nothiBg 
could  have  trwspired  from  the  inacoesiible 
walls  of  the  fortress,  where  egress  and  iogreas 
oaJj  took  pbiee.  by  night,  or  from  the  i^ 
djUQgeoiDS^  in  wUeh  fathers  and  sons  were 
QQlQettmea  confined  for  year^  widiin.l6arfeet 
of  eaclk  other,  witboot  being  aware  of  thdr 
pixwmlty*. 

The  smpitisi^  of  the  iahabitanta  of  theoi^r 
was  extreme  on  witnessing  these.  atsrt)iB?F'^ 
parationa,  whfle.  the  crowd  xaa  here  and  thtf« 
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wicfaout  kaowiug  whether  they  were  for  a  Jiti 
dr  an-  execntioiL 

The  same  aecrecy  which  had  been  nMuataiilec^ 
by  the  agents  of  the  minister,  waa  as  strictly 
observed  by  the  oonspirator»*«Montr&or,  Fon- 
tadlleSy  the  fiaron  de  Beaavaa,  Olivier 
d'Etraaguesy  Qondi,  the  Coaot  du  Lude,  the 
advocate  Foamier,  all  disgubed  as  ar tisane,  soLr 
Aferftcir' mountebanks;^  wore  poniards  beneath 
ihmt  ctotliea— five  hmtchred  gentlemen  mixed 
with  the  crowd,  accompaaiied  by  many  of  thein 
followers  habited  in.  variocis  disguises.  Hordes 
had  been  prepared  to.  start  for  Italy,  and  boats 
on  the  Bhone^  bad  been  hired  by  payment  in 
advance. 

The  young  Marqnis  d'Effiat,  elder  brother  of 
Cinq  Mars,  disguiflied  as  a  CartboBian  fniur, 
mad^  hig  way  tl^OHgh'  the-  crowd,  from  the 
Placodes  Terreaux,  to  the  small  white  honse 
where  bis  mother  and  sistena  wero  coaeealed 
wHh  the  sirter  of^  tbe  untotQnale  De  Thoo* 
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He  tried  to  console  them  by  holding  oatliopei 
of  soocefiB,  and  then  rejoined  the  oonapiitton 
to  be  assured  that  all  was  prepared  for  imme- 
diate action* 

Each  soldier  forming  the  ranks,  had  a  itnm* 
ger  by  his  side  ready  to  strike  him  dowa  with 
his  dsgger,  on  the  pre-concerted  signal  being 
made. 

The  immense  crowd  crushed  together  behiod 
the  guard,  and  pushing  forward,  broke  tbdr 
line,  and  caused  them  to  give  ground. 

Antonioy  the  Spanish  servant,  whom  Cin) 
Mars  had  employed,  was  entrusted  to  look  after 
the  leader  of  the  pikemen,  and  disgoieed  as  a 
Catalonian  musician,  he  provoked  a  dispote 
with  him,  feigning  that  he  would  sot  1^7 
upon  his  hurdy-gurdy,  as  required. 

The  Ahh6  Gondi,  OUrier  d*£txaiigaes  md 
the  Marquis  d'EflSat,  were  in  the  centra  of  * 
group  of  fislnwomen  and  oyster  wenchefl>  wbe 
were  quarrelling  and  creating  a  great  nd^^^ 
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they  talked  of  an  bjary  which  one  of  them  had 
received,  and  who  was  too  young  and  too  timid 
to  resent.  The  brother  of  Cinq  Mars  drew 
near  to  take  advantage  of  the  dispute,  if  pos« 
iible. 

^  And  why,**  said  the  injured  party,  to  the 
others;  ''do  you  wish  that  Jean  Le  Rous, 
who  is  an  honest  fellow,  should  be  employed  to 
cat  off  the  heads  of  two  christians,  because  he 
is  a  butcher?  I  am  to  be  his  wife,  and  I 
will  not  put  up  with  it  I  I  love  him  too 
welir 

^'  Well,  well,  but  you  are  wrong,"  answered 
her  companions,  *^  what  difference  is  there, 
whether  he  cuts  up  meat  that  we  eat,  or  meat 
that  we  eat  not  ?  It  is  no  less  true,  that  you 
have  a  hundred  crowns  to  buy  new  clothes 
with.  You  are  but  too  happy  to  be  the  wife 
of  a  butcher,  so  make  the  best  of  what  Provi- 
dence has  sent  you,  by  the  grace  of  his  Emi* 
nence." 
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**  I  wiU  not  ha?e  tha  moaey/  ansmmd  tbe 
iMt  speaker,  ^*  I  saw  the  twa  handsome  yooBft 
feUowa  at  the  vxndo^t  they  look  as  inaocent  as 


<*  Well,  do  we  not  kill  lambs  as  well  a» 
Qalveff?"  said  the  widow  Le  Bon. 

'^  How  disgaatii^  is  this  mob,"  obser?ed  tks 
uugnardisd  Olivier  d'  Etrangues* 

^<  Mob  r  shouted  the  crowd  as  they  begsa 
theu  abase,  *'  and  who  is  this  little  brick- 
kyer  pray  witli  hia  olothes  cohered  witk 
pkster?*' 

*<  Ah  r  intenrttpfted  another,  "*  caa*t  yea  eee 
that  be  is  agentlcnian  in  disguise;,  look  at  m 
white  hand%  they  ntTSr  did  any  worL" 

The  Abb6  Gbndi  was  fulty  awate  e£  tba 
dadfoer  caaaedlij:  hia  impnideiaoa,  htokiog  *^ 
gffily  at  Olivier^  and  wicL^  well  asaomedatf 
of  s^  joiner  fbr  w&ioh.  he.  was  ^mgarndp  ^ 
called  oat  as  faei  seized  Uia  oompsflttoa  by  th^ 
collar. 
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"You  are  quite  right,  geod  folks;  ha^is  a 
good  for  nothing  fellow  who  will  never  work  ; 
aince  bis  father  bound  him  to  me,  be  has  done 
nothing  but  comb  hia  fair  hair  to  please  the 
girla ;  get  along  home  I  tell  you." 

Striking  him  several  times  with  a  lath,  the 
Abb£  made  bis  way  through  the  orowd  to  some 
distance,  when  having  reprimanded  the  silly 
page,  he  demanded  the  letter  which  he  had  in 
his  possession  to  forward  to  Cinq  Mars; 
Olivier  had  kept  it  for  nearly  two  months. 
.    He  now  delivered  it  to  the  Abb£« 

*^  It  is  from  one  prisoner  to  another,*'  sakl 
he,  ^'for  the  Chevalier  de  Jars  when  leaving 
the  Bastile  told  me  it  was  sent  by  one  of  his 
eompaaions  in  captivity." 

**  By  my  faith/'  said  Gondi,  *'  it  may  conlaia 
BQiae  important  secret ;  I  will  open  it  ^  you 
dhottid  hxveletmesee  itbefon.  Pooh  I  id  is 
from  old  Bassompierre,  I  declare.  I  soppoiB 
we  must  read  it  however:--^ 
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^  Mt  DSAB  TOUNO  FBIBNDf 

^  I  learn,  while  in  the  depths 
of  the  Bastile  where  I  am  still  a  prisoner,  tbt 
you  are  aboat  to  eonspire  against  that  tjisat 
Keheliea  who  ceases  not  to  homiliate  oar 
order.  I  learn  that  the  nobility  are  oot  off 
and  oondemned  by  inoompetent  judges,  oontnrj 
to  the  privileges  of  their  rankP 


<'  Ahl  the  old  dotaid,**  sud  Gondi,  ''bow 
could  I  expect  any  thing  of  importanoe  from 
such  a  quarter.** 

He  tore  the  letter  in  fingments  and  tbey 
separated  to  take  their  places  in  the  Plsoeda 
Terreanx,  there  to  await  the  ngnsl  for  tiie 
rescue  of  the  prisoners. 

They  now  observed  with  satisfiiction  ^ 
an  their  friends  were  in  readiness  for  theat* 
tempt* 

The  peofAe  crowding  round  reudersd  ui^ 
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anoe  without  being  aware  that  they  did  80« 
A  troop  of  twenty  young  girls,  dressed  in 
black  and  veiled,  was  seen  near  the  Abb£; 
they  were  on  their  way  to  ohuroh  to  receive 
the  sacrament,  and  the  nuns  who  had  charge 
of  them,  fimcying  that  the  people  were  assem* 
bled  to  do  honor  to  some  great  person,  allowed 
the  girls  to  get  upon  the  large  blocks  of  stone 
which  were  in  the  rear  of  the  soldiers ;  there, 
grouped  with  the  grace  of  youth  they  whis- 
pered to  each  other  as  they  gazed  around  them^ 
laughing  and  blushing  in  juvenile  innocence* 

The  Abb6  Gondi  observed  that  Olivier  had 
again  forgotten  the  parts  of  conspirator  and 
bricklayer  which  he  had  to  perform  by  ogling 
and  placing  himself  in  various  attitudes  far  too 
refined  for  his  supposed  station  in  life ;  he  had 
already  approached  the  young  girls  while  curl-> 
ing  hb  locks  with  his  fingers,  when  Fontrailles 
and  Montresor  fortunately  appeared  in  the 
uniform  of  Swiss  soldiers ;  a  group  of  gentle* 
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BMD,  cBflgoised  w  lailon^  and  mtiuA  wiik  iiw 

tq)ped  eadg^  followed. 

'  A  maorcli  of  tranpeto  was  heard, 
'    The  8ombie.looloi.aiid  silence  «f  the  iptttA* 

ton: formed  a streBgcontnist  with  the etneiU 

a&d  cnrionr  looks  ef  the  yeuog  girlai 

.    •^  What  a  spkttcBd  prooosoo V  uii  tbey, 

f^tbere  are  aboite  five  hundred  mea  dlwitk 

imiimsses and  ledooats;.  what  beautifial hoiMf 

cfaey  ride;,  they  ha^  jellow  feathen  ia  thflir 

^i^^hate." 

i^  They  ase  stnmgem  from  Spein,"  aaid  M 
of  the  French  gnasd  ^*  Whoi  ate  tbej  «on- 
flneting?  Obi  what  a  hondsoara  gilt  ooacb^ 
fmlj  there  is  no  one  incade.*' 
c  ''Ahl  I  see  three  oten^  waUdmg ;  wto«^ 
ihsy  be  goin^  ?^ 

'"^To  dealkr  said  FontOttUea  b  a  if»»^ 
voice  which  Mlenoed  all  the  girb  inafto^ 
•lely. 
V  Nothing  was  now  ta  be  heittd  boi  tbt^l^^^ 
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tramp  of  the  bOTses;  they  stopped  from  time 
to  time  to  enable  tbe  procession  to  keep  close 
order ;  and  now  a  grievous  sight  appeared,  an 
old  baldrheaded  man  walked  with  difficnlty, 
supported  by  two  yoang  oaTaliers  of  an  ei^ 
gaging  appearance^  who  phiced  one  hand  on 
-each  of  his  shoulders  while  with  tbe  other  they 
held  him  by  the  arm ;  he  who  walked  on  the 
left  was  dressed  in  bhok;  he  appeared  rery 
serious^  and  kept  his  eyes  fixed  upon  the 
ground ;  the  other  was  much  younger,  hei  was 
dressed  most  biilliantly.  A  doublet  of  Hollitnd 
cloth,  omammited  with  magnificent  gold  lace 
with  puffed  and  embroidered  sleeves,  covered' his 
neck  to  the  waist,  and  wasdrawn  close  aroundafter 
ihe  fashion  of  a  woman's  corset ;  the  remainder 
of  his  dress  was  of  black  velvet,  embroidered 
with  silver  palms ;  grey  coloured  boots  with 
red  heels,  to  which  golden  spurs  were  attached 
rr-a.doak  of  a  claret  color,  with  buttons  of  gold, 
all  added  to  the  grace  of  his  appearance  I  h^ 
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tainted  from  right  to  left  as  he  psned  whli  a 
melaiicholy  amfle. 

These,  ae  may  be  euppoaed,  were  no  other 
than  De  Thou,  Cinq  Afara,  and  their  confenor, 
the  good  old  Ahh6  Qoillet 

An  old  domestic  foUowed,  his  hetd  beni 
towards  the  earth;  heled  two  beaatifolly  capar 
tiaoned  war  horses. 

The  yonng  girls^  although  dlent»  cooU  not 
refnun  fixun  shedding  tears  at  what  thej 
saw. 

^^  It  is  some  poor  old  man^**  observed  tbeyi 
^'  see,  he  is  supported  by  his  sons." 

^*  Kneel  down,**  sud  a  nun,  <'  and  let  us  10*7 
for  them.* 

<<  Kneel  down/  said  the  Ahh6  Gondi,  "^sA 
let  us  pray  to  QoA  to  deliver  them.* 

All  the  conspirators  repeated, 

^*  Sjdeel  down,  kneel  down«" 

As  the  ^rls  did  S0|  the  crowd  followed  tbor 
example* 
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'*  We  can  now  eee  better/*  whispered  Gondi 
to  Montrfoor,  **  obsenre  doeely  what  ia  going 
onP 

"  He  has  stopped,  and  looks  towards  us ;  I 
think  he  reeognises  ns*** 

The  hduses,  windows,  walls^  roofs,  raised 
platforms,  all  parts  were  occupied,  that  could 
afford  a  view,  by  persons  of  every  age  and  con- 
dition* 

The  deepest  silence  was  maintained  by  ail 
— the  air  was  calm,  the  sun  brilliant|  and  the 
aky  of  a  deep  blue ;  the  people  were  kneeling 
dose  to  the  Place  des  Terreauz ;  the  blows  of 
a  hammer  were  heard  on  the  scaffold;  then 
the  voice  of  Cinq  Mars. 

A  young  Carthusian  friar  thrust  his  pale 
countenance  between  two  of  the  guards ;  the 
conspirators  all  stood  up  leaving  the  people  on 
their  knees,  each  of  them  placed  his  hand  to 
his  girdle  and  prepared  to  seize  the  soldier  next 
him  ready  to  stab  him  to  the  heart. 


««  What  does  her  Mked  the  CcrthaBinbf 
A  irqneburier  etudhig  ekee  by,  ^^ImhiUt^ 
hat  upon  his  headf^ 

"*  No  t"  he  has  thrown  h  &r  sway  fioD  him," 

calmly  replied  the  eoldien 
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CHAPTER   VL 


THE    FBTEi 


On  the  Hnae  dty  thtt  th^ee  melancholy  evente 
^ere  paeuBg  at  Lyoxu^  a  HAagnifioent  f^te  waa 
^en  by  Bichelien  afc  Paria  wilh  all  tke  Inzury 
mnd  taste  of  ikm  ieme;  the  powerful  Cardxua) 
i>eing  detenniaed  to  aatoniab  the  two  fixst 
eitiea  iii  the  Elngaom  wX  the  aante  time* 
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This  fSte  wu  giyen  to  the  King  andtlie 
whole  Coorty  on  the  oocamon  of  ze-opening  tlie 
Palais  CardinaL  Master  of  the  Eminie  by 
hia  power  and  intr^ea,  the  Cardinal  was  an- 
ziona  to  obtain  the  good  opinion  of  the  peojde; 
instead  of  commanding  he  now  endeaTOored 
toattnu^ 

The  tragedy  of  ^  Mirafqe,"  composed 
by  him^  was  to  be  represented  in  the  biUf 
oonstmcted  expressly  for  this  great  day;  the 
ezpenoes  of  the  entertiunment,  aoeorfng  to 
PSisson,  amonnted  to  three  hundred  tbonattd 
orowns* 

The  whole  of  the  minister's  goard  wen 
under  arms ;  his  fonr  companies  of  Moosqoe- 
taires  and  gens  d*  armea  were  drawn  npis 
aline  on  the  enormona  staircases  at  theea- 
trance  of  the  long  galleriea  of  the  Palace; 
xm  each  step  one  of  die  arqnebosieis  of  hii 
guard  was  stationed  holding  a  torch  in  ooe 
hand»  and  a  long  carlnne  in  the  other;  tbe 
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crowd  of  men  thus  appearing  like  animated 
eandelabras  extended  to  the  garden,  where, 
aarrounded  by  the  thick  foliage  of  the  lofty 
isheenut  trees,  here  and  there  overhanging  re- 
cently erected  arbours^  two  companies  of  light 
horse,  bearing  their  muskets,  were  in  waiting 
to  obey  the  first  order,  or  even  the  first  mis* 
giving  of  their  master* 

This  magnificent  palace,  with  its  pleasure 
grounds,  gardens  and  dependencies,  was  the 
same  which  we  have  seen  the  wily  ministet 
had  offered  to  the  acceptance  of  Louis  the 
XIIL,  when  he  found  himself  on  the  verge  of 
disgrace  during  the  celebrated  audience  at 
Perplgnan,  where  he  so  cruelly  wounded  the 
ieelings  of  his  master  by  requesting  the  recal 
of  the  Queen-Mother  at  the  time  he  was  per- 
fectly well  aware  she  was  no  longer  in  being ; 
and  which  detestable  trick  was  palpable  to  his 
Migesty,  so  soon  as  he  had  received  the  fatal 
despatch  from  Cologne. 

VOL.  xtx.  1 
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The  King  had^  nevertbeleBSi  appealed  to 
have  forgotten  the  matter^  and  had  ratified  \m 
acceptance  of  the  offer  of  Bichdieu,  but  «W 
Chavignj,  8Qa>e  time  afterwMtlfi,  reminded  tb^ 
Cardinal  that  the  palace  jet  remained  in  Ui 
posaeBsion,  he  atiU  found  means  to  re&ird  the 
giit,  and  retain  the  use  of  it,  nrging  that  lie 
had  presented  it  to  his  Hajesty'a  aoceptanee 
only  after  his  own  deoease ! 

The  Cardinalj  feeling  that  he  poseesaed^iDore 
airongly  than  erer,  the  oonfidenoe  of  Loau^ 
and  diat  his  power  was  increaaing  each  dsy, 
uraa  enabled  to  adopt  this  subterfuge  with  im- 
punity ;  but  to  inorease  the  maguifieenoe  ef  hi^ 
o&r,  and  to  silence  any  eomplaint,  be  addoli 
-to  it  his  regal  chaplet  of  diamonds;  hisgeff^ 
,oaa  buffet  of  embosfied  silver,  weighbg  Kt  tbfi 
least,  three  thousand  mark^  ami  hid  imaiefkie 
single  diamond  in  the  shape  of  a  heart,  of  tV 
-w^bt  of  above  twenty  carets— resstfiiBB 
however  to  himself   as  he  pretended  to  bife 
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done  with  regard  to  the  palace,  the  uae  of  them 
daring  hb  life.  Chavigny  was  eonstrained  to 
acoept  the  offer  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty,  with 
this  restriction^  and  the  deed  of  gift  was 
was  drawn  out  accordingly.  It  was  thus,  there* 
fiore^  that  the  Cardinal  was  enabled  to  give  his 
magnificent  f£te  in  this  memorable  palace. 

The  Cardinal  being  carried  to  his  hall,  and 
followed  by  thirty-eight  pages,  caused  himself 
to  be  placed  in  his  private  bpz,  which  was 
ornamented  with  purj^e  curtains,  and  situated 
exactly  opposite  to  that  ocouined  by  the  Eing^ 
who  reclined  upon  a  couch  behind  great 
eortains  which  had  been  placed  so  as  to  prevent 
his  eyesight  from  being  dazzled  by  the 
light. 

The  hall  was  crowded  with  courtiers ;  they 
roee  the  moment  the  Cardinal  appeared ;  the 
orchestra  commenced  a  brilliant  overture,  and 
the  doors  of  the  '^  parterre**  were  opened  for 
the  admission  of  the  officers  o£  tl^e  army,  and 
I  3 
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thoae  citizens  who  chose  to  be  present ;  tk 
crash  was  excessive^  all  being  compelled  to 
stand  upright,  their  heads  and  arms  wand 
to  and  fra  and  might  be  likened  to  a  field 
oT  ripe  corn  when  under  the  infiaenoe  of  the 
breeze ;  many  fainted,  and  were  with  difficulty 
removed. 

The  minister,  contrary  to  his  Bsoal  cnstoro^ 
leaned  his  head  forward,  and  saluted  the  assem* 
bled  multitude,  which  condescension  was  only 
acknowleged  from  the  boxes;  those  in  the  par- 
terre maintained  a  deep  silence.  Richeliea 
being  willing  to  shew  that,  as  an  author,  he 
feared  not  public  opinion,  had  ordered  thai 
every  one  should  be  admitted  freely  who  wished 
it  Too  late  he  repented  this  liberality,  for  in 
fact,  the  audience  received  his  pastoral  tragedy 
with  a  coldness  bordering  on  contempt ;  vain 
were  the  efforts  of  the  performers ;  vain  the 
blandishments  of  the  ballet  ;  in  vain  the 
painted  shepheideseea  of  the  theatre,  covered 
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t^ith  jewels,  raised  high  in  the  air  in  shoes  with 

enormous  red  heels,  and  brandisbiag  over  their 

heftds     crooks   ornatnented   with   ribbons    of 

divers  colors,  while  their  dresses  were  enriched 

with  garlands  of  flowers  fantastically  embroid-* 

ered  on  them,  and  relieved  by  the  well  known 

fardingale,  died  of  love  in  execrable  verse  of 

two  hundred  lines  each;   in   vain  passionate 

lovers,  sixty  years  old,  allowed  themselves  to 

die  of  hunger,  and  emphatically  deplored  their 

miserable  fate  while  tying  the  favorite  colors 

of  their  hard-hearted  mistresses  to  their  bag 

wigs ;  in  vain  the  ladies  in  the  boxes  expressed 

ibeir  admiration  ;   the  sullen  parterre  would 

give  no  sign  of  approbation  I 

The  Cardinal,  mortified  beyond  measure^ 
compressed  his  lips  in  disdain  during  the  first 
and  second  acts;  the  silence  with  which  the; 
third  and  fourth  were  received  was  wormwood 
to  him. 

He   raised   himself  in    his  box,  and  in  a 
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ridiculoQfl  attitude,  endeavoared  to  impreii 
upon  his  friends  the  beaatiea  of  his  GompoaH 
tion ;  he  even  stooped  so  low  as  to  lead  the 
applanse,  which  was  fiuntly  responded  to.bj  s 
few,  while  the  sulky  parterre  was  ss  silent  m 
ever. 

The  master  of  Europe  and  of  France  castiog 
a  fiery  glance  npon  an  assembly  so  daring  as 
not  to  admire  the  efibrts  of  his  Mnse,  felt  tt 
the  moment  like  Nero  I  how^  ^*PP7  ^^  ^ 
been  if  the  multitude  were  possessed  of  hot  ons 
neck  I 

All  at  once  the  mass  of  people  in  the  ps^ 
terre  seemed  to  possess  new  life;  long  sod 
loud  applause  broke  forth  from  that  pert  of 
the  hall  1  peal  succeeded  peal  to  the  utter  s^ 
tonishment  of  those  who  occnpied  the  bozeir 
and  the  minister  in  particular ;  he  leaned  ii** 
ward  to  acknowledge  the  sudden  and  naox- 
pected  compliment,  but  speedily  drew  bsok 
when  be  peroeived  that  the  olap|ung  of  bands 
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was  intended  to  interrnpt  the  actors  whenever 
they  attempted  to  speak.  The  King  drew 
aside  the  curtains  of  his  box^  which,  until  now, 
had  been  closed  ;  the  whole  Court  looked 
about  in  amazement;  among  the  crowd  of 
spectators  a  young  man  was  seated ;  be  was 
chressed  in  a  most  unpretending  manner,  and 
endeavoured  to  conceal  himself  by  his  short 
Mack  ebak ;  every  eye  was  tamed  upon  him) 
until  a  sudden  burst  of  ^*  Le  Cid,  Le  Cid,'' 
issued  from  all  in  the  ^'  parterre." 

ComeiUe,  too  modest  to  acknowledge  this 
great  honor,  was  glad  to  make  his  escape ;  then 
and  then  only,  silence  was  resumed. 

The  deeply  affronted  Cardinal  drew  the 
eurtains  of  his  box  close,  and  desired  to  be 
carried  into  the  galleries  adjoining,  and  from 
thence  to  the  pavilion  which  had  been  pre- 
pared for  him«  There,  seated  like  a  kmg,  he 
gaaed  around,  and  reckoned   the  number  of 
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powerfiil  men  who  were  aboat  to  pay  Innr 

homage. 

.   Here,    another    sort   of    scene    presented 

itself. 

By  the  forethought  of  Mazarin,  a  handred 
voices  shonted  to  proclaim  the  accompIishmeDt 
of  the  famous  prophecy  of  Nostradamua;  they 
called  out  that  by  *'  bonnet  rougt^  was  mesnt 
the  Cardinal — ^by  *'  quarantt  once^  CSinq  Man 
—and  by  "  toutjiniray'*  De  Thoul 

"  It  was  an  inspiration  from  Heaven  I  and 
they  reiterated  the  cry,  ^  that  his  Eminenoe 
fihall  reign  oyer  the  future  as  he  did  over  the 
present'^ 

It  was  in  this  manner  the  proud  Cardinal 
listened  to  the  insidious  flattery  of  those  aroond 
him,  but  his  heart  was  not  touched  by  it ;  be 
would  willingly  have  foregone  this  apedes  of 
homage,  to  ha?e  received  one  sign  of  approba- 
tion from  the  inflexible  public  he  had  admitted 
to  witness  the  representation  of  hb  tragedy  I 
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Haunted  by  the  phantom  of  public  opinion^ 
the  old  minister  did  not  think  himself  in  safety,. 
or  relax  the  sullen  expression  of  his  coun-? 
tenance,  until  carried  into  the  interior  of  his 
palace,  but  once  there,  surrounded  by  his 
cringing  and  hypocritical  courtiers,  he  was 
soon  made  to  forget  that  there  were  some 
persons  yet  in  the  world  who  had  the  audacity. 
not  to  admire  the  efforts  of  his  muse. 

This  fulsome  flattery  and  homage  being 
ended,  the  heads  of  all  the  great  families  and 
of  the  Church — the  presidents  of  the  Parlia- 
ment— governors  of  the  Provinces — marshals 
and  generals-in-chief  of  the  armies — the 
nuncio — ^ambassadors  from  all  kingdoms — the 
deputies  and  senators  of  the  republics^ all 
stood  before  him  as  if  only  awaiting  his  com* 
mands;  every  now  and  then  he  briefly  ad- 
dressed some  one  in  an  elevated  voice,  and 
with  an  air  of  superiority. 

The  King's  brother  and  the  Duke,  de  BoniLt 
I  6 
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loB  were  standing  among  the  ooartier8,bat  the 
miniBter  would  not  bestow  a  single  look  open 
them. 

While  Bichelieu  was  thus  displaying  hia 
magnificence  in  the  midst  of  a  noisy  i(Ste  in 
his  superb  palace,  the  Queen  was  infonned  it 
was  time  she  should  proceed  there,  as  the  Ejng 
awaited  her  after  the  performance  of  the 
tragedy. 

Anne  of  Austria  avoided  all  pomp^  but  she 
Could  not  refuse  her  presence  to  the  Prime 
Minister.  She  was  in  her  oratory  prepared 
for  the  visit,  and  oovered  with  pearls,  which 
were  her  favorite  ornaments ;  standing  befi>re 
a  laige  mirror,  with  Marie  of  Mantua  by  her 
ikide,  she  condescended  to  assist  in  oompleting 
the  toilette  of  her  young  companion  whc^ 
dressed  in  a  long  rose-colored  robe,  contemplated 
herself  with  some  degree  of  satisfaction, 
though  mixed  with,  feelings  of  regret  and 
melancholy. 


*>.  * 
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The  Queen  considering  Marie  under  her 
especial  care,  looked  forward  with  much  an- 
xiety to  the  time  when  the  truth  must  be  told^ 
which  would  destroy  all  her  fond  hopes  of  hap* 
piness. 

Since  the  conyersation  at  St  Oermain,  and 
the  fatal  letter  she  had  subsequently  written, 
she  had  never  quitted  the  young  princess  for  a 
moment;  the  impetuous  answer  of-  Cinq 
Mars,  his  arrest,  trial,  and  condemnation,  had 
all  been  concealed  from  the  young  princess, 
whose  only  indiscretions  had  been  her  Belf-loye^ 
and  a  moment  of  forgetfalness. 

The  Queen  bitterly  repented  haying  written 
the  letter  to  Cinq  Mars  which  had  terminated 
in  such  fatal  consequences. 

AVhile  reflecting  upoQ  the  welfare  of  France, 
she  congratulated  herself  in  having  nipped  in 
the  bud,  a  civil  war  which  would  have  shaken 
the  State  to  its  very  foundation ;  but  when  she 
thought  of  her  young  friend,  a  charmifig  being 
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crushed  in  her  earliest  affections,  and  that  aa 
old  man  on  a  throne  would  be  no  eqaiTalenl 
for  the  one  she  had  lost  for  ever: — when  she 
ooneidered  the  devoted  ardour  of  the  $raUant 
cavalier,  whose  character  stood  so  high,  and 
who  was  almost  master  of  the  kingdom,  she 
pitied  Marie,  and  from  her  heart's  core,  admired 
kim,  whose  destruction  she  had  nevertheless 
eaused. 

,  The  Queen  had  not  dared  to  communicate 
^he  little  she  knew  to  her  she  so  much  loved ; 
Ikeeping  her  for  thq  present  in  ignorance,  she 
lived  in  the  hopje  that  the  conspirators  assem* 
bled  in  great  numbers  at  Lyons,  would  save 
their  chief  from  death,  and  onoe  in  a  foreign 
country,  she  might  unfold  all  to  her  young  and 
suffering  friend,  and  console  her  with  the 
splendid  prospect  she  had  prepared  for  her  for 
the  future. 

'    Marie  also  had^  throughout,  a  great  dread  of 
%  tiyil  war,  and  surrounded  by  the  Queen's 
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party,  who  neyer  suffered  any  news  to  transpire 
l^hich  were  not  aathorised  by  her  Majesty,  she 
thought  that  the  conspiracy  had  not  broken 
out.  She  was  aware  that  the  King  and 
the  Cardinal  had  arrived  at  Paris  together — 
that  Monsieur,  after  a  temporary  absence,  had 
likewise  re-appeared  at  Court,  and  that 
the  Due  de  Bouillon,  by  giving  up  the  City 
of  S6dan,  had  been  restored  to  favor;  so  that 
the  reason  why  the  Master  of  the  Horse  did 
Hot  return  must  have  been  from  his  fear  of  the 
hatred  of  the  Cardinal,  and  from  the  prominent 
part  he  had  taken  in  the  conspiracy. 

It  was  very  natural  for  Marie  to  infer  thatf 
Cinq  Mars,  having  acted  by  the  orders  of  the 
King's  brother,  his  pardon  must  eventually 
follow  that  of  the  prince ;  her  heart  had  con* 
lequently  been  comparatively  at  ease,  while 
something  like  proud  resentment  occupied  it, 
because  he  had  not  made  her  acquainted  with 
4he  place  of  hb  retreat.  .  _ 
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Two  moDthfly  boweveri  had  paasod  away  60r 
rapidly  with  festivities  that  she  had  scarcely 
lime  to  reflect,  and  she  was  seldom  alone* 
Now  and  then,  at  night,  she  endeavoured  to 
reason  with  herself  upon  the  ingratitude  and 
inconstancy  of  man,  but  being  exhausted  by 
the  fatigue  of  dancing,  such  novel  and  deep  r&* 
flection  (which  never  fails  to  intrude  itself  on 
the  imagination  of  a  young  person  who  lovea 
for  the  first  time),  did  not  obtain  a  strong  hold 
upon  her  mind.  Sleep  threw  its  clouds  over 
her  thoughts ;  her  dark  eyes  were  closed  before 
memory  could  retain  the  efforts  of  imagina- 
tion ;  and  on  waking  she  was  surrounded  by 
the  young  princesses  of  the  Court  I  and  scarcely 
was  she  attired,  when  she  was  ushered  into  the 
apartments  of  the  Queen,  tliere  to  undergo  the 
continued,  but  not  disagreeaUe  homage  of  the 
Prince  Palatine. 

The  Poles  had  at  length  been  polite  eaoa|^ 
to  assume,  like  the  Court  of   Franoe^   thai 
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resorye  and   eloquent  silence  bo  pleaaing  to 
women. 

They  looked  upon  Marie  already  as  the 
bride  of  their  King  Uladislas;  while  she, 
hetself^  (it  might  be  confessed)  imagined  that 
it  would  be  a  monstrous  thing  should  the 
throne  of  Poland  be  occupied  by  any  other 
than  herself.  She  did  not  anticipate  her  pro- 
bable elcTation  with  feelings  of  pleasure,  but 
without  arowing  it  to  herself  she  exaggerated 
the  faults  of  Cinq  Mars. 

**  You  are  as  blooming  as  the  roses  in  this 
bouquet/*  said  the  Queen^  ^'  let  us  before, 
Marie,  are  you  ready  ?  Come,  let  me  fasten 
these  ear-rings-^do  you  not  admire  these  tops  ? 
do  you  wish  for  other  ornaments  ?^ 

**'  Oh  I  no  Madame— I  feel  that  I  ought 
not  to  appear  with  ornaments  at  all  — -  fot 
no  one  knows  better  than  yourself,  how  un« 
happy  I  am*  The  men  are  very  oroel  to* 
wards  asT  .      .  > 
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^  Why  flhould  70a  say  8a»  Marie?  Sordj^ 
the  little  experience  yoa  have  had|  does  nol 
warrant  the  harsh  condnsion  yon  have  come 
^  I  Admired  by  all  —  beloved  by  many  — 
sought  after  by  the  most  noble  and  tiie 
bzBTest  in  the  land,  what  a  happy  lot  is 
yooTB !  Why,  my  child,  yon  are  posidvelj 
the  envy  of  all  the  oourt  ladies  I  Free  to 
form  any  alliance  suitable  to  your  rank  in 
life,  with  every  happiness  in  store— even  a 
kingdom  if  yoa  will  but  accept  it  —  with 
grace,  elegance,  beauty,  wit — how  can  I  jdn 
in  your  rem^k  that  the  men  are  orael? 
Nay,  Marie!  cast  off  this  gloom — ^be  your- 
self; Why  reject  happiness  when  so  lavish) j 
offered  to  your  acceptancyi" 

''Ah I  madame,"  answered  Mari^  ^the 
casual  observer  may  well  say  I  ought  to  b^ 
happy ;  but  they  who  read  the  heart,  know 
full  well  that  true  happinesii  is  not  foond  in 
outward  pomp  and  circumstance  I    Wheaths 
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feelings  are  blunted,  the  mind  is  indisposed  to 
all  enjoyment  P 

**  A  princess,  Marie,''  rejoined  her  Ma<* 
jesty :  ''  should  not  be  bound  by  the  com- 
mon feelings  of  her  sex;  ever  placed  beyond 
all  ordinary  greatness,  her  heart  should  not  be 
influenced  by  common  circumstances  —  her 
ideas  should  be  as  lofty  as  her  position  I 
With  the  world's  happiness  within  her 
grasp,  she  is  weak  indeed,  who  suffers  it 
to  escape  her,  by  indulging  in  romantic  no- 
tions, which  should  not  subsist  beyond  the 
age  of  childhood.  Much  is  expected 
from  you,  Marie.  The  eyes  of  the  world 
are  fixed  on  you,  and  its  whisper  is 
that  you  are  worthy  to  adorn  a  throne  I" 

^'How  can  I  participate  in  these  ideas, 
Madame,**  said  Marie,  *'  engaged  as  I  am  to  the 
Master  of  the  Horse." 

**  Do  you  not  recollect,  my  dear,"  answered 
the  Queen,  *^  the  caution  I  have  already  givea 
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fag  tear  escaped  from  her  eye — it 
LfiiJ    itlone,   until    it   remuaed 
LohcL'k,     like    %    pe&rl      oa      s 


9  toM  true  r  coDtinaed  she,  m  she 
\a»[>  uf  her  bracelets  ;  "  aad  the 
thit    for    upwards  of   two 
I  he  rcDoanced  his  enterprise,  (a» 
,  be  bu  not  even  acqaBinted 
klacc  of  hia  retreat  j  while  during 
I  I  have  wept,  and  entreated  all 
e  in  hin  favor.    But  I  think  I  may 
Rgo  to  ihis,^,  eiaoa  it  is  not  a  boll— 
t  j'ou,  inadame?"- 
I,  my  dear  ohild)  let  ua  go  at  onoe," 
i^ueen,  wishing  to  change  the  current 
ightB ;  "  yoQ  will  Me  bow  the  Cu- 
■  with  the  Princes,  and  perhaps  we. 
V  good  news." 
t  forth, 
""ben  the  two  priooeBsea  entered  the  long 
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you  ?  Are  yoa  8tiU  id  doubt,  whether  the  love 
of  Cioq  Mara  is  but  a  ^ means*  inetead of  ui 
*  end  7  Did  he  k)Ve  yoa  truly*  would  k, 
ihiBk  you,  have  allowed  bo  long  a  space  to 
elapse  without  commuoioatiDg  with  you  ?  With 
foUf  whom  be  so  fondly  refH^aents  to  be  hit 
only  joy  ou  earth  ?  It  ia  not  thus  be  showf 
his  love  r 

"  Ah  I  madame,  iny  heart  haa  been  tortured 
with  thoufchta  aldn  to  these«  I  have  deeply 
reflected  on  all  you  told  me  at  St.  GermaiiUi 
and  everything  has  indeed  proved  true. 

**Ye8»itisdear  he  lovesmenot;  foY  if  hedid,he 
would  have  abandoned  an  enterprise  which  iui 
given  me  so  much  uneasiaess ;  and  I  reoolled 
that  I  said  something  sharper  still,*'  added  ihei 
in  a  more  soleuin  manner;  '*  for  I  told  bim  be 
would  become  a  rebel*  I  told  him  so  at  St 
Eustache—- but  your  Majesty  is  in  the  right, 
Itnd  I  am  very  wretched.  He  possessei  mor^ 
ambition  than  love." 
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An  unwilling  tear  escaped  from  her  eye— *i( 
stole  quickly  and  alone,  until  it  remained 
upou  her  cheek,  like  a  pearl  on  a 
rose ! 

^*  Yes  I  it  is  too  true  I**  continued  she,  as  she 
fastened  the  clasp  of  her  bracelets  ;  '*  and  the 
greatet  proof  is,  that  for  upwards  of  two 
months,  since  he  renounced  his  enterprise,  (aa 
70a  have  told  me),  he  has  not  even  acquainted 
me  with  the  place  of  his  retreat ;  while  during. 
all  that  time  I  have  wepts  and  entreated  all 
your  influence  in  his  favor.  But  I  think  I  may 
▼entore  to  go  to  thiafete,  sinoe  it  is  not  a  ball— 
what  think  you,  madame?"- 

*^  Yea,  yes,  my  dear  child,  let  us  go  at  once/'- 
said  the  Queen,  wishing  to  change  the  current, 
of  her  thoughts ;  '^  you  will  see  how  the  Car- 
dinal agrees  with  the  Princes,  and  perhaps  we. 
may  hear  good  news." 

They  set  forth. 

When  the  two  princesses  entered  the  long 
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galleries  of  the  Palsia  Cardioal,  they  were 
ialated  coldly  by  the  king  and  the  minister ; 
who,  sorroanded  by  a  crowd  of  silent  oourtien, 
were  playing  at  chess  <m  a  low,  loiuid 
table. 

All  the  ladies  who  entered  with,  and  after 
the  Qoeen,  diqiersed  themselves  through  the 
apartmentes  where  lively  music  sounded,  whik 
a  thousand  conversations  were  being  carried  oor 
at  the  different  tableSi 

A  young  and  recently  married  couple  pissed 
dose  to  the  Queen  and  saluted  her;  they  were 
the  happy  Chabot  and  the  beautiful  Doehen 
de  Bohan — ^they  seemed  to  avoid  the  crowd  sod 
sought  to  pass  their  time  in  conversing  toge- 
ther. 

Every  one  recmved  ^them  with  smiles,  and 
looked  on  them  with  envy^-their  happineas 
was  expressed  even  more  inthecountenanoesof 
others,  than  in  their  own. 

Marie  gazed  after  them. 
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'  ''  They  are  happy,  however/  said  she  to  the 
Qaeen^  recollectiog  how  she  had  previously 
'blamed  thenv 

Without  answering^  Anue  of  Austria,  fear- 
ing that  a  chance  word  among  the  crowd  might 
1>etray  the  sorrowful  secret  to  her  young  friend, 
placed  her  next  herself,  directly  behind  the 
King, 

Monsieur,  the  Prince  Palatine,  and  the 
Due  de  Bouillon,  addressed  them  in  a  free  and 
pleasant  manner ~  the  prince,  casting  a  scruti- 
nizing glance  upon  Marie,  said : 

^*  Madame,  your  beauty  and  gaiety  this 
evening,  surpass  anything  I  ever  remem- 
ber P 

Marie  felt  confused  at  these  words — they 
made  her  sad  —  she  spoke  to  the  Due  d'Or- 
leans,  who  did  not  reply,  but  affected  not  to 
understand  her. 

Marie    looked    at    the    Queen,    and  saw 
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that    her    countenanoe   was   pale   and  agi^ 
tated. 

No  one  dared  to  interfere  witli  the  midi^ 
ier,  who  was  elowlj  proceeding  with  his  game 
at  cheae.  Mazarin  alone  leaned  on  the  back  of 
hia  chair  watching  the  moves  with  a  aervSe  adr 
miration,  which  was  expressed  whenever  tbe 
Cardinal  played  one  of  his  pieces — this  seamed, 
for  a  moment,  to  thaw  the  frigid  countenance 
of  the  minister — he  made  a  more  which  gate 
the  king  ^*  cheok-matei^ 

The  Cardinal  then  raised  his  eyes  and  looked 
towards  his  adversary— h^  smiled  faintly,  not 
being  able  to  subdue  a  feeling  of  trittmph'— 
then  beholding  the  dull  eyes  of  the  languiAiiig 
monarch,  he  whispered  to  Maaarin— 

^  By  my  &itb|  I  Jbe&ye  I  shall  outlive  bits 
yet,  he  is  sadly  changed.'! 

At  this  moment,  he  was  seized  with  a  loo^ 
diatresaiag  oongh,  wliicb  gave  him  a  levere 
protracted  pain.     He  placed  a  handkerchief 
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before  hia  month,  wiu^bs  when  remoyed,  was 
stained  with  blood ;  to  conceal  thie^  he  flung  k 
beneath  the  table,  while  he  s&iiled  and  looked 
around  him  to  see  if  he  had  been  observed. 

At  this  moment,  a  clock  struck  midnight— 
the  king  raised  his  head. 

"  Ah  I  ah  I"  eaid  he,  **  this  morning  at  this 
same  hour^  M,  le  Grand,  our  dear  friend,  under" 
went  a  mortal  crisis,^* 

A  piercing  cry  burst  forth  close  to  him — he 
tamed  In  great  agitation,  throwing  down  the 
table  and  chess-board 

Marie  of  Mantua  had  fainted  in  the  arms  of 
the  Queen,  who,  weeping  bitterly,  exclaimed 
in  a  whisper  to  the  king : 

'^  Ah  I  sire,  you  strike  with  a  double-edged 
sword  r 

The  Queen  overwhelmed  the  princess  vnth 
maternal  solicitude.  Marie,  surrounded  by  all 
the  ladies  of  the  Court,  only  recovered  to  shed 
a  torrent  of  bitter  tears ;  as  soon  ae  she  came, 
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in  some  measurei  to  herself,  the  Queen  obienred 
to  her  in  a  whisper — 

*^  Alas  I  my  child,  my  poor  Marie— yon  are 
now  the  Queen  of  Poland  I" 
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CHAPTER     VIL 


CONCLUSION. 


It  often  happens  tl»t  the  Bame  event  wUch 
oauseB  sadness  in  the  palaee  of  a  king,  tends 
to  the  J07  of  the  people ;  and  they  generally 
associate  dissipation  with  festivity* 

Five  days  were  devoted  to  rejoicings» 
on  the  occasion  of  the  return  of  the  old 
minister  to  Paris;  aad  each  niglit  witnessed 

▼OL  m.  K 
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an  immenie  ooncoorse  of  people  aaaembled 
under  the  viodows  of  the  Loovrey  and  thoae 
of  the  Cardind'e  palace  ^  the  reoent  riots  had, 
a»  k  wer^  prepared  the  popohMse  for  these 
publie  meetings  y  they  sauntered  from  one  street 
to  another,  with  a  curiosity  at  onoe  rude  and 
JDsnlting;  sometiines.  thej  indulged  in  the 
most  boisterous  mirth,  at  others,  shouted  snd 
yelled  without  sense  or  reason.  A  number  of 
young  men  would  be  seen  fighting  and  brawl- 
ing ki  the  crossways,  while  others  would  danoe 
m  the  public  thoroughfares  as  if  to  pourtray 
some  idea  of  pleasure  or  insensate  joy  I 

It  was^  however,  remarkable  that  the  most 
dg^iitj  silenoe  reined:  pxedscdy  in  those  psrta 
oTthfif  Metropolis  where  the  minister  had  giTSO' 
ordters .  that  signs  of  festivity  should  be  exkirf 
bited — the  p^ple  passed  by  the  illusainated 
f|ont  of  his  magmfiomt'  palaee  without  euio- 
tity—jf  any  yoiees  w^re.  hefod,  they  were 
aperely  repeating  lA  d§ri8^9,  cectmn  mottosaad. 
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kocriptioDs,  with  wHiob  some  nnknown  writers 
of  the  day  had  had  tiie  bad  taste  to  sorroiind 
the  portraits  of  the  minister ;  one  of  these 
portraits  was  a  transparency,  and  guarded  by  a 
number  of  arquebnsiers,  who,  however,  were 
unable  to  protect  it  from  a  shower  of  largo 
stones  now  and  then  oast  at  it  by  unseen  hands 
*the  picture  represented  the  Cardinal-general* 
issimo,  wearing  a  casque  surrounded  with  a 
wreath  of  laurel,  and  above  was  inscribed  tho 
following  words  : 


''Grand  Duel   c*eet  jusiement  que  la  France 

fhonore, 
Ainri  que  le  dieu  Uars,  dans  Paris  on  t'adore.** 


The  people  were  not  persuaded  into  happiness 
by  these  festivities  or  ezhibitions,«-indeed,  they 
K  3 


IM  otyuBT  vmaavEAr 

aeither  tdored  the  Cardituil,  or  the  OodMan  to 
whom  be  was  likened  ;  bat  they  reeelTed, 
Bevertiieleas,  to  partake  of  aa  much  pleasare  at 
tbey  we^  allowed. 

AH  Paris  was  in  exdtemeDt  ^  men  dreaed 
np  with  long  beards  and  pabted  faoes,  carrjbg 
torches  and  laige  pitchers  filled  with  wine^  and 
bearing  drinking  cups  made  of  tin,  whic^  thejr 
continnally  clanged  together  like  cymbal^  ia* 
Txted  every  one  they  met  to  drink,  andchaoBted 
at  the  top  of  their  voice,  the  following  andent 
glee  of  the  League,  so  frequently  sung  at  the 
commencement  of  the  civil  ware : 


^  KeprennoDS  k  dance, 
AUonSy  c'est  asooi 

Le  Printemps  commence, 
Lc8  Rois  sont  panrt^ii 

Prenons  qnelque  t>^f% 
Nous  Bommes  laas^  ^ 
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les  Boifi  de  k  thy 
'  Nous  ont  iMuraaofefl  ■ 
AII0B8  Jean  du  Majna, 
Lea  Boifl  aoni  paaa^* 


The  songsters  traversed  the  qaays  and  the 
Font  Neuf,  hurling  the  peaeeful  citizens,  who 
chanced  to  pass  at  the  *  tsme,  with  violence 
against  the  buildings  Ivhich  then  lined  the 
bridge  on  eithei^  side. 

Tvro  yonng  men  came  into  collision  in  one 
of  these  fraeoif  and  recognised  each  other  by 
the  light  of  a  torch  placed  at  the  basement  of 
the  statue  of  Henry  the  Fourth^  then  lately 
erected. ' 

<<  What  I  you  still  at  Paris  ?"  said  Corneille, 
to  his  companion,  **  I  thoogbt  you  were  re- 

» 

turned  to  London  P 

^^  Nay,"  replied  John  Milton,  for  it  was  he; 
^^  jon  perceive  I  have  not  yet  left  yom*  gay 
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dty  1  Do  you  hear  these  extraoraiimry  peo- 
ple and  Uidr  songs  too !  'Tis  fearful  in- 
deed r 


'<  Les  Bois  Bcmt  pasite.* 


«<  Oh,**  answered  Comeill^  «« this  is  nothixig  1 
listen  to  what  the$^  say.'' 

<<The  Parliament  is  defunct  r  shoatfid 
one. 

*'  All  the  nobility  are  dead— it  is  oar  turn 

BOW— we  are  masters— let  ns  danoe  and  be 

merry— the  Cardinal  will  soon  die  too,  and  viD 

leaye  the  world  to  ns  and  onr  king.    Let  na  be 

meny  r 

^'Do  yon  note  this  wretch  T  continued 
Comeille;  ^^  he  speaks  tmth  in  his  yery  dmnk- 
ennessT 

''Indeedl    And  is  this  then,'' asked  MatoD| 
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with  ^ome  degree  of  oontempt ;  ^^  the  climax 
of  ihe  highly  vaunfed  work  of  the  matt 
whom  joji  have  aecostomed  yourselves  to  oalt 
<  great?*" 

'  *^  He  has  coatrived  to  obtain  an  Earopeaa 
celebrity,''  answered  Corneille,  ^^  and  I  will 
endeavour  ^o  explain  this  matter  to  you  some 
other  tinie;  but  now,  listen  to  the  concluding 
part  of  a  letter  I  received  this  morning  by  a 
private  hand— it  is  from  Montr^r  I  Let  us 
enter  this  niche  close  by  the  statue  of  the  old 
Idng.    Nowt  we  are  alone.    Listens 


'^  One  of  the  most  unforeseen  events,  ha« 
prevented  the  success  of  the  most  daring 
scheme  of  the  day :  we  have  been  unable  to 
save  our .  friendfl|»  Cinq  Mars  and  De  Thou  I 
We  ought  to  have  foreseen  that  these  unhappy 
prisoners^— prepared  by  meditation  and  prayer 
fyt  death — were  not  unlikely  to  refuse  our 
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oflBm  of  auBJutance,  and  we  thoald  have  takes 
meaaoiea  to  aaye  them  in  afnte  of  tiiemaelTei^ 
but  none  of  hb  oonodved  the  idea  1  And  ia 
the  haste  conaequent  on  onr  plana,  we  found 
eonelTea  too  much  intermingled  with  the 
popolaoe  to  adopt  any  eudden  reeolntim  I  I 
was  placed  very  near  the  acaffold^  and  mm 
the  melancholy  procession  advance;  in  the 
centre  of  .which  was  the  poor  old  Abhi  Quillet^ 
who  was  destined  to  see  him^  whose  Urth  hs 
had  witnessed,  draw  his  latest  sigh  I 

*'  We  all  closedin  with  the  procession,  resdy 
to  throw  onrselves  on  the  goard  at  the  pre-con- 
certed signal ;  but  I  perceivedi  with  the  moat 
p<Hgnant  grief,  that  Cinq  Mars  threw  hie  hat 
from  him  with  an  expression  of  contempt. 

^*  Our  plans,  I  think,  were  soqieetedt  for  die 
guard  near  the  scaffold  was  doubled.  I  could 
see  nothing  further  of  the  proeessioa — but  I 
heard  groans  and  tears  enough  1  In  a  Uttie 
time  Cinq  Mars  appeared  on  the  scaflEbldj  abofs 
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the  heads  of  the  people,  at  the  side  of  the  ex- 
ecutioner-he  bowed  gracefully  to  all^  and  thea 
dropped  on  bis  kheea  I 

^'  I  observed  the  trembliog  hands  of  the  old 
Abb^  holding  up  a  crucifix  before  iiis  eyes-- 
suddenly  a  clear  aucKble  voice,  began  to 
chaunt  the  **  Ave  Maria  Stella,"  which  was  re-^ 
spionded  to  by  the  people— this  was  the  pious 
and  learned  De  Thou,  who  was  standing  at  the 
foot  of  the  scaffold.  I  saw  the  axe  raised  in 
the  air — I  could  no  inorei  and  fell  on  my 
knees  I  A  terrific  cry  burst  from  the  assembled 
multitude,  and  I  knew  that  all  was  oven 

"  1  had  strength  sufficient  to  think  of  the 
soul  of  my  poor  friend,  and  commenced  a 
prayer  for  its  repose.  I  joined  in  the  hymn 
sung  by  De  Thou.  I  then  rose,  and  saw  tliis 
young  man,  of  his  own  accord,  rush  to  the 
acaffold ;  clasping  an  ivory  crucifix  to  his  breast| 
hft  ascended  the  steps  with  an  alacrity,  as  if 

K  5 
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his  Bool  were  bearing  bis  body  to  the  Cdeitiil 
r^onsl 

''Kneelingy  be  kissed  tbe  blood  of  Us 
friend,  as  if  it  had  been  that  of  a  martyrt  I 
saw  that  the  execationer,  ahirmed  periiaps  st 
the  blow  he  had  already  dealt,  struck  De  Thoa 
on  the  head — the  people  yodferated  savBgdji 
and  endeavottred  to  advance  open  the  goard— he 
then  struck  at  him  again,  but  alast  with  no 
better  success;  at  lengthy  he  fell  on  hisrio* 
tim,  and  rolled  with  him  on  the  scaffold— the 
cries  and  bowlings  of  the  populace  were  most 
frightful  I 

*'  An  extraordinary  incident  added  to  the 
horrors  of  this  scene — the  servant  of  CiD<I 
Mars,  old  Grandchamp,  was  holding  his  mas* 
ter's  charger^  x»tparisoned  as  for  a  funeral; 
he  was  standbg  at  the  foot  of  the  scaffold,  and 
watched  the  proceedings  of  his  master  to  tbe 
end,  with  a  seeming  stoic-like  indifference--' 
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when,  as  if  stnick  by  the  same  weapon,  he  fell 
^ead  at  the  moment  the  axe  fell  on  the  neck  of 
his  yonng  master. 

^*  I  write  in  the  greatest  haste^  from  on 
board  a  vessel  bound  to  Genoa ;  to  which  city 
nU  those  implicated  in  this  unfortunate  affidr, 
including  Fontnulles,  Gondi^  d'Entrangues, 
BeauvaUs  and  Du  Lud^  are  fled  —  we  shall 
"go  to  England,  and  there  await,  patiently,  till 
Tim^  shall  have  deliyered  France  from  the 
tyrant  we  have  not  been  able  to  subdue.  We 
^ve  solemnly  foresworn  the  service  of  the 
^cowardly  jHrince  who  has  betrayed  us  I 

MoNTBESOB."* 


^  Thus  we  see,*  continued  Comeille,  ^'  the 
end  of  these  two  young  men,  whose  lives  pro- 
mised so  Dluoh  benefit  to  the  country ;  their 
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last  8^h  has  been  giveii  for  the  support  of  tiie 
Mooaich ;  the  deatnictioii  of  the  Aristoeney 
ia  now  complete ;  henceforward  that  daas  m 
doomed  to  ohlivion  T 

**  I  repeat  my  qoestion^"  said  Milton.  ^  h 
this  then  the  work  to  which  the'  utmost  ener- 
gies  of  the.  man  yoil  call  '^  great'  have  beea 
devoted  ?  What  does '  he '  propose  to  himself? 
Does  he  wish  to  establish  a  republic?  for  be 
has  ntterljr  destroyed  the  foundation  of  the 
•monarchy  T 

*^  You  need  not  seek  so  far,''  replied  Cor* 
neille,  ''  he  merely  wishes  to  reign  to  the  last 
day  of  his  existence ;  he  has  aspired  to  present 
notoriety,  not  to  future  glory  P 

"  I  haye  been  taught  to  think  that  true 
genius  aims  at  higher  ends;  this  man  has 
destroyed  all  he  should  have  sustained,  and 
yet  he  is  admired  I  Alas!  I  pity  yoar 
nation  I" 
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^  Kay,  pitj  us  not^"  said  CorneiUe,  energe^ 
ticsilly.  **  Man  phases  away  like  a  shadowt 
but  a  ^  nation'  lives  for  evert  it  possesses  an 
energy  nothing  can  extinguish!  it  may  be 
drawn  aside  by  error,  but  its  better  judgment 
ever  comes  to  its  aid,  and  its  very  disorders 
turn  to  its  advantaged 

*'  I  understand  not  your  countrymen,"  an- 
swered Milton,  "  and  I  cannot  acknowledge 
their  wisdom  or  judgment  when  I  perceive  that 
they  bestow  admiration  on  the  man  who  now 
tyrannises  over  them ;  the  love  of  power  alone 
is  peurile,  and  this  man  seems  to  be  absorbed 
in  his  endeavours  to  retain  it — he  is  a  tyrant — 
a  tyrant  too  who  has  been  nearly  overthrown 
by  the  machinations  of  a  mere  youth  I    Is  this 
Genius?    No— no — believe  me, should  Genius 
deign  to  quit  her  high  regions  and  dwell  with 
poor  humanity,  at  the  least,  she  must  ennoble 
it  I    On  my  return  to  England  I  shall  see  a 
man  whom  I  believe  to  be  actuated  by  the 
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same  unworthy  motive  which  has  influeDCed 
jom  idol;  but  I  fear  me,  he  will  st^  still 
farther  I    Oliver   Cromwell    ia   the    man  I 


mean." 


^  »h  » 


APPENDIX. 


As  many  of  our  readers  may  feel  interested  in 
having  a  more  detailed  aocoont  of  the  ciroum- 
stances  immediately  preceding  the  trial  of  Cinq 
Man  and  his  friend  De  Thon^  we  present 
them  with  extracts  from  various  original  doca- 
ments  and  letters,  written  at  the  time  by  the 
Cardinal— the  prisoners— and  other  persons 
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who  were  the  agents  of  the  parties  oonneeted 
with  these  affaire. 

As  soon  as  M.  de  Cinq  Mars  had  been  ar- 
rested, and  the  Due  D'Orleans  excased  himself 
to  the  Cardinal,  as  shown  by  the  letter  wriUen 
bj  him,  and  set  forth  in  the  body  of  this  work, 
the  first  anxiety  of  the  Minister  was  to  ascer- 
tain if  Monsieur  del  Bouillpif  were  takes. 
Being  in  doubt  on  this  point,  and  fearing  that 
the  predilections  of  Louis  XIII,  for  hb  favour 
ite  would*  return,  he  thought  it  prudent  to 
remain  at  Tarascon  rather  than  continae  his 
journey  to  Paris ;  and  there  he  endeavoured  to 
ascertain  if  his  influence  over  the  King  re- 
mained uachanged. 

-  The  following  .wera  the  inatEiHrtif 90  gives 
to  Chavignj  and  Dea  NoyeiB,  wko  ^ere  in 
waiting,  and  in  constaot  comnmnjc^tion  'witk 
the  Bang,  immediately  after  tlMiiMnest  of  Goi 
Mars ;  — ^^     .     . 


^«     r  «  • 
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'^  Si  Monsieiur  de  BoaiUon  est  pris,  il  est 
qaestion  de  faire  voir  promptement  que  Ton 
Fa  pris  aveo  jostice ;  pour  ce  faire  il  faut  des- 
conyrir  lee  auteort  de  Madame  qui  eu  out 
donn^  adyisi  et  qu'au  cas  que  ladite  dame  ne 
Youdroit,  on  peut  trouver  quelque  indention 
par  laquelle  on  puiaee  faire  coonoietre  qa'on  a 
oette  d6couverte ;  on  le  peut  faire  eh  resaer^ 
rant  de  toutes  parts  les  prisonniers  sana  pf  r^. 
mettre  de  parler  a  personne,  paroe  que  par  oe 
moyen  on  pourroit  faire  croire  aux  uns  que  les 
autres  ont  dit  ce  que  Ton  sfait :  ce  qui  leur 
donnera  lieu  de  se  confesaer,  et  k  tout  le  moins 
de  le  croire. 

'^  Faut  arrester  Cioniac,  que  I'on  dit  avoir 
des  papiers  secrets.  Faut  retirer  la  cassette  de 
cheveux  et  amouretteS|  qu'a  Monsieur  de 
Choisy. 

^'  Faut  repr^nter  au  Boy  qu*il  est  tr^ 
important  de  ne  dire  pas  qu'il  ait  brusl^  tons 
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lea  papiers,  et  en  effet  Ton  croit  quil  ne  Pa  pas 
fait 

'  '*  Si  Monaieiir  de  Bouillon  est  pris,  il  fant 
ponrroir  lltalie  d'un  chef  de  grande  fidSiti, 
ponr  plnaieurs  raispns  qui  pressent  II  en  fiiat 
un  en  Guyenne,  et  un  autre  dans  le  BousffiUon, 
estant  douteux  ei  Monsieur  de  Tnrenne  Yoad- 
roit  aervir,  et  si  Ton  le  doit  laisser  seul ;  le  Boj 
y  pourvoira  s'il  lui  plaiaf* 


The  King's  answer  was  not  long  in  arriviiig. 
M.  de  Bouillon  had  been  arrested,  and  his 
Majesty  consented  to  repeat  the  untroths 
dictated  to  him  by  the  CardinaL 

In  proof  of  his  obedience,  he  wrote  the  fol- 
lowing  letter  to  his  Minbter  in  his  own 
hand: 
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Lettre  du  Boy  i  Son  Eminence. 

^'  Je  ne  oe  troave  januds  qua  bien 
de  Yoos  voir.  Je  me  porte  beaacoup  mieux 
depuis  hier ;  et  en  suite  de  la  prise  de  Mon- 
sieur de  Bouillon,  qui  est  un  coup  de  parti, 
j'esp^re  avec  I'ayde  de  Dieu  que  tout  ira  bien, 
et  qu'il  me  donnera  la  parfaite  sant6 ;  c'est  de 
quoy  je  le  prie  de  tout  mon  coeur. 

•«  Louya" 


Armed  with  this  letter,  the  Cardinal  threat- 
ened Monsieur,  who  endeavored,  by  every 
means  in.  his  power,  to  obtain  his  pardon.  He 
wrote  on  the  same  day  to  the  King,  to  the  Car- 
dinal, Mazarin,  M.  de  Noyers,  Chavigny,  and 
a  second  letter  to  the  Cardinal.  It  was  to  this 
latter  person  that  Quston  applied  for  pardon, 
even  before  oommunicatfaig  with  the 
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following  in  this  respect,  the  cowne  preTiotidj 
pointed  out  hj  the  Minister*  Chayignjad- 
Tised  Gaston  to  retire  from  Franoe— the  Eii^ 
it  appeared,  was  not  permitted  to  answer  hie 
brother's  letter,  without  his  own  being  first 
read  oTer  and  corrected  by  the  Cardinal: 


M .  de  Chavigny  d,  Sen  Eminence. 

^^  Le  Boy  paria  hier  &  Monsieur  de  h  lUyi^re 
ausai  bien  et  aussi  fortement  qu'on  le  ponvoit 
d&iren  Je  luy  fis  mettre  par  eacrit  et  agner 
tout  ce  qn'il  luy  dit  de  la  part  de  MonsieoTy 
aiosi  que  Son  Eminence  verra  par  la  eopie  que 
je  luy  envoye :  et  lorsqu^  fit  diffioult(i  dibbfir 
aux  commandements  *  de  Sa  Majestic  elte  lay 
parla  en  maistrei  et  il-eut  si  grand^pevr  qa*<« 
Farrestast,  qu'il  luy  prit  presqos  xoA  d^fail- 
lance,  et  en  snitte  'une  espdoe  da  choMr^ 
morbufrdont  il  a  esld  guary  «n  ^lui-  rasseuMit 
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resprit  Le  Soy  lot  lavy  de  6e  que  MonBei- 
gneura'euflt  pas  la  pensfe  de  voif  Monsieur. 
En  parlant  i  Monsieur  de  la  Bividre,  je  Tai 
fait  tomber  insensiUemeni  dans  le  dessein  de 

« 

proposer  a  Monsieur  qu'il  oonfesse  ingenuement 
^lontes  lea  choeea  par  un  eserit  qu'il  envoyera 
au  Boy :  poiir^  aprds  avoir  tu  Sa  Majestd,  s'en 
aller  pendant  un  temps  hors  le  royaume,  avec 
ses  bonnes  grfices  et  cellos  de  Son  Emi* 
nence. 

''  II  m'a  dit  qu*il  feroit  cette  proposition  i 
Monseigneur,  et  qu'il  luy  demanderoit  sa  parole 
pour  la  seuret^  de  Monsieur,  au  cas  qu'en  con- 
fessant  toutes  choses  par  eserit,  il  vinst  trouver 
le  Boy,  pour  s'en  aller  par  aprds  hors  de 
France. 

En  ce  cas  Son  Eminence  aura  agr^ble  de 
faire  s^avoir  &  ses  creatures  si  Yenise  n'est  pas 
le  meilleur  lieu  oil  puisse  aller  Monsieur,  et 
quelle  somme  elle  estime  qu'on  lui  puisse  ao- 
border  par  an. 


12fl%  4X>17aT  IirTBIGI7E& 

-'  <' J'eiiYOye&Moiiseignearlar^ponfledaBof 
qui  doit  6txe  tniae  an  pied  de  la  declaration  da 
la  Riviere,  afin  qu'elle  aoit  conrig4e  comiDefl 

Jui  plaira,  et  de  la  mettre  entie  see  nuuiia  qoand 

il  paasera. 

^    ^  Je  seray  jusqaea  a  la  mort  aa  trda-humbk^ 

trSs  oblig^  et  trea^fidelle  cr^tare. 

*«CHAVIGNT-* 


•. ,« 


A  Montfxin,  le  dernier  jain^  1642.* 


The  Cardioal  permitted  Monaieor,  the  King^a 
brother,  to  leave  the  Kingdom,  and  to  retire  to 
Venice,  and  even  aettled  the  penaion  to  be  al« 
lowed  him. 


* 


Mhnoir€  de  MM.  de  Chamgny  et  Des  Noyeru 

^^  Je  ne  faia  point*  de  difficnlti 
ai  leBoj  le  trouve  bon,  de  donner  parole  a 


llloiinenr  de  la  Bivi^  qae,  Monsietir  declare 
ant  an  B07  tout  ce  ^u'il  s^ait  par  escrit,  sans 
T^serve^  venant  voir  Sa  Majesty  avant  qae  de 
aortir  du  royaume,  selon  la  proposition  qud 
nous  en  a  fait  ledit  eieur  de  la  Biviftre,  Sa 
Majesty  le  laissera  aller  librement,  sans  qu'il 
re9oiYe  mal,  s'il  sort  du  consentement  du  Boy. 
Yenise  est  une  bonne  demeure,  et  en  ce  cas  il 
faut  que  la  permission  qu'il  demandera  au  Boy 
de  aortir  porte : — 

r  "  «  Pour  ne  reyenir  en  France  que  lorsqn'il 
plaira  au-Boy  nous  le  p^rmettre  et  nous  ror-« 
donner/ 

**  Quant  a  I'argent,  je  crois  qu^il  se  doit  con-* 
tenter  de  ce  que  le  Boy  d'  Espagne  luy  devoit 
donner,  s^avoir :  diz  inille  ^oiis  par  mois.  Car 
luy  donner  plus,  c'est  luy  donner  moyen  da 
mal  faire;  et  le  Roy  ne  pbuvant  consentir  qu'il 
meine  avec  luy  les  maurais  esprits  qui  Font 
perdu,  il  n*a  pas  beaoin  davantage  pour  luy  et 
pour  les  gens  de  bien.    Cependant,  a'il  faut; 
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jftmuT  jnaqnes  I  qoatoe  centmiUeKtree^jeM 
erois  puquH  fiulle  a'tfreater  poor  pea  de  choaei 
Je  auk  entiftrement  a  oeoz  qui  m'aimentoomme 


*'  L£  CARDINAL  D£  BICHELIEU.* 


^  De  TanaooD,  oe  dernier  jnin,  1642.' 


Oa  Monneiir  de  la  Bi^iere  Tient  atee  un 
ample  compliment  de  pande  et  nne  oonfaiioB 
de  finite  d^uiafie^  oa  11  vient  avec  chaige  da 
deaooiiYrir  une  partie  de  oe  qni  i  estl 
bitz 

&  le  premier,  le  Boy  doit  adjonater  foy  (oa 
k  ttedgner)  a  oe  qnH  dit,  et  reepondre  qaH 
pardonne  Tolontiera  i  Monuenr,  et  que  Mob- 
rienr  de  la  Bi?i&re  lay  rapporte  oe  qaH  a  car 
la  oonacience,  qn*il  n*en  ddt  paa  eatre  ea 
pone: 
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SI  le  aecond,  il  doit  encore  luy  tesmoigner 
de  croire  que  tout  ce  qu'il  dit  est  tout,  et 
reapondre: — 

'^'Ce  que  vous  venez  de  descouvrir  me  sur- 
prend,  et  ne  me  surprend  pas, 

'^  II  me  surprend,  paroe  que  je  n'eusae  pas 
attendu  ce  nouveau  tesmoignage  de  manque 
dWection  de  mon  Frdre.  II  ne  me  surprend 
pas,  parce  que  Monsieur  le  Grande  estant  pris, 
s'enquiert  fort  si  on  ne  I'accuse  point  d'intelli* 
gence  avec  Monsieur. 

"  Monsieur  de  la  Kivi^rCy  je  vous  parleray 
franchement:  ceux  qui  ont  donn^  ces  mauvais 
conaeils  a  mon  Frdre  ne  doivent  rien  attendre 
d6  moi  que  la  rigueur  de  la  justice ;  pour  mon 
Frdre,  s'il  me  descouvre  tout  ce  qu'il  a  fait  sans 
reserve^  il  recevra  des  effets  de  ma  bont4> 
comme  il  en  a  d^ja  receu  plusieurs  fois  par  le 
pil8s&'* 

Quelque  instance  que  laBivi^re  fasse  d'avoir 
promesse  d'un  pardon  g6n6ral,  sans  obligation 

VXJL.  in.  L 
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de  deseonvrir  toot  oe  qui  s'eBt  paae^  ^  Btj 
demenrera  dans  ra  derniire  response,  loy&nit 
qall  He  Toodroit  pas  lay-xnemne  le  oonseiDa'  dt 
ftim  plus  que  Dieu,  qui  reqniert  on  tny 
repentir  et  one  ingenue  reoonnoissanee  pour 
pardonner : 

Qo*!!  luy  doit  saffire  qu'il  TMseare  que  Mod* 
sienr  receYra  dee  effets  de  sa  bont^  s^  ^ 
gouTerne  enyers  Sa  Majesty  comme  il  dmt^ 
e'est-a-dire,  ainsi  qa'il  est  dit  cy-dessus. 


Thas  it  will  be  perceived,  that  the  part  esdi 
person  bad  to  play,  was  set  down  word  for  word, 
and  the  king  himself  could  neither  add  to,  or 
detract  from,  bis  portion  of  the  drama*  As 
soon  as  La  Bi\i&re  (the  agent  of  Monsieur) 
appeared,  the  Cardinal  sent  hioi  to  the  King, 
and  dictated  his  Majesty's  answer. 
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Dd8  Noyen  wrote  thus  to  the  Cardinal  -  — 

'*  Le  Boy  m'a  dit  qii*il  croit  qae  M.  le  Orand 
eftt  6ik  capable  de  se  faire  haguenot  J*j  ay 
adjonst^  qa'il  ae  fust  fait  Tare  pour  r^gner  et 
oeter  &  Sa  Majesty  ce  qae  Dieu  lay  a  si  I^ti- 
mement  donn&  Sar  qaoy  le  Boi  m'a  dit : 
— Je  le  crois. 

Sa  Majesty  m^a  dit  ce  matin  que  Treville 
avoit  entretenu  M.  le  Marquis  sur  Parriy^e  de 
M.  le  Grand  ft  Montpellier,  et  qu'en  entrant 
dans  la  dtadellci  il  avoit  dit : 

'' Ahl  faut-il  mourir  ft-  vingt-deuz  aoti 
Faut-il  conspirer  contre  la  patrie  d'aussi  bonne 
beure  I"     Ce  qu'elle  avoit  tr^bien  receu. 


3L  Det  Noyers  it  San  Eminence, 

Paris,  le  ler  Juillet 

Sa  Majesty  est  ^baufflSepIus  que  jamais  oon< 
L  5 


tre^M,  le  Graiu}-»  car  elle  ficeu  queycbfTBOtn 
maladie,  ce  mutrabU^  que  M.  le  premier  pred- 
deat  iiQJDSie  fort  hiea  ie  ferfidt  pubSc,  t?oit 
dit  da  Koj: 
— 11  trainera  enoere! 


Nothing  was  forgotten  to  irritate  Louis  tbe 
Xnitb,  agninst  Cmq  Mara. 
Dea  Noyera,  tfae^nezi  day-  wrote  thus : 


^*  Sa  Majesty  continue  dana  de  t: 
d£mon8l rations  d'aniour  pour  Monseigneor,  et 
dans  une  execration  non  pareille  pour  ce  raal- 
heureux  perfide  public.^ 


An  account  of  each  change  uf  thought  aod 
feQ}ii||g  in  the  Bang's  m  lild*  wak  nowtimnamittcd 
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to  did  Cardinal ;  and  4sare  was  taken  that  the 
prejttdioe  of  the  King  af^nst  Cinq  Mara  afaoaid 
be  foatered. 

Chavigny  wrote  io  the  Cardinal  on  the  Srd 
^  Jniy»  1«42 : 


**L'abl)6  d'Effiat  et  l\\bh6  d^  Thtm,  ▼enoi*. 
ent  troaver  le  Roy,  a  ce  qu'on  nous  avoit 
as8ur6  ;  Sa  Majedt^  a  trouve  bon  qu'on  cn- 
voyast  andevant  d*eux  pour  leur  commander 
de  se  retir  jr.** 


The  correspondence  then  became  more  ra- 
pid ;  the  next  day  the  Cardinal  wrote  from  Ta- 
rascon: 


1        ' 

•  *^  Lea ^mgnoiesles  plus  obscures  eommencent  i* 
^expliquer :  Zf /^^i;^  pablie^cdafessant,  an  Itetr  on 
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il  est,  qtiil  a  eu  de  fnauvais  desseau  canire  la 
perMonne  de  M.  U  Cardinal^  mtds  qvlUiieka 
point  eu  que  le  Boy  n*jf  aii  cansenii;  le  mal  eii 
que  la  liberty  qnll  a  eue  jasqoeB  K  present  de 
06  promener  deux  foia  le  jour  fiut  qoe  oe  dii* 
oours  commence  d'dtre  bien  eepandn  en 
cette  proimice»  ce  qui  peat  faire  beaacoup  de 
maaTais  eflfote.'' 


The  Cardinal  was  then  greatly  alarmed,  for 
fear  it  should  appear  that  theEbg  himself 
was  amongst  those  in  the  conspiracy:  he  oi^ 
dered  his  prisoners  to  be  watched  more  doseiyi 
and  added : 


'<  Ceton,  lieutenant  dee  gardes  6coesoiseS| 
Ag£  de  soixante-siz  ans,  a  laiss^  promener  M. 
le  Grand  deux  foia  le  jour.    H  n^  a  que  troia 
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jours  qu*il  en  usoit  encore  ainsi ;  ce  qui  me 
feroit  croire  que  lee  premiers  ordres  out  6l& 
perdas. 

M,  de  Bouillon  n*a  dimand6  qu'un  m^ecia 
et  deux  valets  de  chambre ;  le  ferfiie  pubHe 
a  six  personnes  qui  doivent  dtre  retrancb^es. 
Autrementi  il  est  impossible  qu^il  ne  fau€ 
wqcamr  tout  ee  qu*il  vovdra  ;  jamais  prince  n'en 
eat  da  vantage. 

Yous  parlerez  adroitement  de  ce  que  dessus^ 
mau  me  mettre  enjeu  aueunemeni.*^ 


And  as  a  positive  aveiuon  had  now  been 
raised  in  the  Eingf s  mind  agamst  Cinq  Mors ; 
it  was  important  tliat  thb  feeling  should 
be  kept  up— he  did  not  forget  to  urge : 


II  est  bon  que  UJldel  marquit  de  Mortewiar  die 
Au  Boy  comme  le  peifide  pukUe  disoit  que  F  on-* 
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tndlleB  ftYoIt  dit  an  bon  mot  lar  aes  maladiee^ 
Pfm^oir,  eat : 

— 11  nui poM encore  ajnez  mat 

Pour  montrer  comme  le  perfide  et  oe«  princi- 
pniiz  confideDta  ^toient  ipal  intentiooex  Tenle 
Boj. 


The  slightest  word  of  the  faVorite  wss  kid 
hold  of,  to  be  used  to  his  disadvantage. 
Chavigny  answered : 


'^Mortemar  a  dit  tout  au  long  au  Boy  le 
ipot  de  M.  le  Grand.  Le  Roy  n*a  nas  man- 
qu6,  anssi-tfit  ouy  ce  disoours,  de  le  rappor- 
ter  &  Chavigny. 

£t  je  crois  qu*il  en  fait  de  mesme  a  M.  Des 
Koyers. 

Le  Roy  ma  commnndj6  ezpress^ent  d^  le 


sfavoir  &  Son  £«iiaen(^  ^t  ]iiy  dm 
^o^U  cvoyott  SL  le  Onad  asMe  d^testalito 
potiv  wmr  0Q  ani»  tt  borribfo  |^Ddfe,  e(  qu'il 
86  flOQvieDt  qu'il  avoit  a  LyoD  phts'  d^  cuxr 
quante  gentilshomoies  qai  dependoient  de 
luy. 

'  Oa  n'a  rten  oofall9  poar  e]»tretanir  Sa>  Ma- 
JMt^  en  bcUe  hiimeiif«  Le  Boy  a  rep<t< 
plusieurs  fois  que  M.  le  Grand  estait  fe  ploa 
grand  menteur  da  monde.  Ainsi  on  peut 
esp^rer  que  Tamiti^  est  bien  us^e  dans  le  coeur 
de  Louis  XllJf 


Oa  tbe  6th  July,  1642,  these  two  ser* 
file  oourtiere  (Gfaavigny  and  Des  Noyerd) 
ioformed  the^  Cardinal  of  the  success'  of  theis 
inwnnatiOQSc 


^  Nous    ^Qppttoiis   ti^buadoleiMlit    Mon^ 
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•dgneor  de  ae  mettie  reeprit  en  rqpoSy  ^  ^ 
eroire  qa*il  ne  fat  jamais  n  poiBaant  aiipc^  da 
Boy  qo^il  68ly  qoe  aapi^aeooe  opirentoatoa 
qa'elle  Toudnu* 


On  the  next  day,  the  Cardmal  wrote  to  the 
Song  with  all  the  offimded  pride  of  an  iigiirtd 
eodeoaetio: 


Ayant  09009  k  noayelle  deeoooTerte 
qn^il  a  plea  an  Boy  fiure  da  maayus  denein 
qa*amt  M.  le  Grand  eontre  moy^  oontie 
on  oardinal^  qai  depois  Tingt-oinq  ana  a,  per 
la  penniaeion  de  Dieo,  aisez  henceoeeoMat 
leni  son  muatre ;  plosla  malice  de  oe  malheor- 
eax  est  grande,  pins  k  bonn £  de  Sa  MiystU 
paroistp  Dn  septiesme  jaille^  1642. 
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On  thb  day,  the  Cardinal  commanded  the 
presence  of  De  Thou  in  his  private  apartment 
— and  the  following  curious  interview  took 
place  between  them — the  studied  politeness  of 
these  persons,  the  one  not  forgetting  the 
vank  and  character  of  the  otheri  is  most  re* 
markable : 


M.  le  Cardinal — Monsieur,  je  tous  prie  do 
m'exouser  de  vous  avoir  donn£  la  peine  de  venir 
icy. 

A£  de  Thov» — Monseigneur,  je  la  re9ois  avee 
honneur  et  favour.  Apres,  il  luy  fit  donner 
une  chaize  pres  de  son  lit. 

M,  le  Cardisal.— Monsieur,  je  vous  prle  de 
me  dire  Torigine  des  choses  qui  se  sont  pass6es 
cy  devant. 

M.  de  Thou. — Monseigneur,  il  n'y  a  per- 
sonne  qui  le  puisse  mieuz  s^avoir  que  Yostre 
Eminence. 
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AT.    k    (JardinaL—Je  n*ay  poiBt  d^telti^ 

gjencea  en  Espagne  pour  1q  syavoir. 

•» 

M,  de  Thau, — Le.  Roy  en  aya^nt  di(fun6  Vofiitj^ 
MoD8eigneur,oelan'a  peo  estre  oana  vous  Tavoir 

fait  cognoistre. 

M.  te  CardinaL — Ayes  vous  eacrit  a  Rome, 
et  en  Eapagne  ? 

M.  de  Thou. — Ony,  Monseignenr,  par  le 
coniinandeinent  da  Roy. 

M.  te  CardinaL'-  Eetea-^vona secretaire  d'Etat, 
pour  TaToir  fait? 

1£  de  Thou. — Non^  Monaeigneur ;  maia  le 
Roy  me  Payant  command^,  je  n'ay  pen  faiHir 
de  le  faise. 

M.  k  CardmaL'^AYesBr^ous  quelqae  pen* 
Voir  de  cela  ? 

M.  de  T/latc«— Oay,  Monaeigneur ;  la  parole 
dn  Roy.  et  an  oommandement  de  le  fSure  par 
eaorit 

M.  te  dardmaL — Si  eat^oe  que  M.  de  CSinq- 
Mara  n'en  a  rien  dit 
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DQ  rav<ur  dit :  oab  il  n  r^cei^b  U  OQimnf^D^Bo^^nt 
ehmI  bien  qui  ihqL 

il&  2^  CdraKnaA— ,<Kt  soot  09a  QpnunividQ^ 
mentau 

il£  dipi  ThpSm  -;  lU  appt  Qiir  booing 
maine,  poor  lea  prodaire  quand  U  en 
aera  beaoin* 


But  the  Cardinal  waa  not  deairoa?  of  \wng 
made  acquainted  that  the  King  bad  iaaued  any 
ordera  to  hia  prejudice ;  broke  off'  the  convert 
aatioo,  a^d-  f^t  tf}^  Paria  for  another  pexaon  to 
interrogate  the  firm  minded  and  yirtuoua  de 
Thou. 

In  the  meantime,  Gaaton  d'Orleana,  the 
King's  brother,  falling  on  his  kheea,  confessed 

•  •  •         • 

his  fault  in  these  terms : 
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GttBtoDy  fib  de  Fnmoei  firire  unique  da 
Boy,  estant  toach^  d'nn  T^ritAble  repentir 
d'avoir  encore  manquj  i  la  fidflitj  qua  je  doii 
jia  Boy  MonaeignenTt  et  d^simit  me  ran 
dre  digne  de  la  grftoe  et  da  pardtm,  j*a?oiia 
niio6remeiit  toates  lea  ohoees  dont  je  enii 
conpable." 


And   agun,   Gaaton   wrote   to   the   Cir- 


I* 

ft 


ieur^  frire  du  Boy^  it  eon  Hmmenee, 
D'Aignepero^  le  7  jolliet,  1642. 

'^.Ghieton,  etc  Ne  ponvant  aaaez  exprimer 
i  mon  oonsin  le  Cardinal  de  Bioheliea  quelle 
est  mon  eztrdme  douleor  d'avoir  piiedealiai* 
eons  et  eonespondanoes  aveo  see  enneiniei~ 
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je  proteste  devant  Dieu«  et  prie  M.  le  Car- 
dinal de  citiire  qiia  je  n'ay  pas  eu  plus  grande 
oonnoiManoe  de  ce-  qoi  peat  regarder  aa  per- 
soiiney  et  que,  pour  monrir,  je  n'aurois  jamais 
presto  ny  Poreille  ny  le  cosur  a  la  mdndre 
pcopoBitioii  qui  east  6x6  eontre  elle^  etCi 
etc.*' 


But  the  inexorable  minister  was  not  yet 
aatisfied — he  desired  that  Monsieur  and  Cinq 
Mars  should  be  confronted  face  to  face — the 
following  are  the  instructions  traced  out  by  the 
Cardinal  for  this  purpose : 


Instructions  de  San  JEminence* 


Qoand  on  amdnera  M.  le  Grand  au  lieu 


Q&  sera  1%^t8(mhi9  de  MonaieBiv  Moaaieiir  la^ 
doit  dm « 

Cle^Bte  ^uiSt^  r^w  nou  tnmvoBB  eD  metaM 
p#ia^  nwa,  ilftat  ^tMimiB-ayoBBmamva  am^ 
ifOT^inddew  Je  Oftiifijf  QP  milvt  imte  »e  supplie 
le  Roy  de  la  pardonner." 

Oa  M.  le  Chrand  prendra  le  mesine  chemin  et 
demeurera  d'accord  de  oeqa^aora  dit  Monuetnr, 
OQ  il  Tondra'faiie  nnnoceDt ;  en  q^ael  caa,  Mw* 
rieur  luidiia: 

'^  Yoos.  m^aves  parl^  en  tel  lieuj  voui 
m'axez  dit  oela,  vom  Tinstei  a  Saint- 
Ghannain  me  tronver  en  mon  epcoxie  aveo 
M.  de  Bouillon  (tel  et  moy,  tela  et  tek)"— 
Ensoite  Monaienr  diia  le  reste  de  lliia- 
toire. 

n  fera  de  mteie  lonqn'oa  IwamAieia  M.  de 
Bouillon. 

•B*  seLooniteDtera'  de«UpMine«ea*de»raflter  dins 
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le  royanniey  sana  jamais  pr^tendre  charge  ny 
emploi. 

Je  dis  ceci,  apr^s  avoir  bieo  philosophy  sur 
c^tte  afiaire,  qui  pei|t  est  re  cclle  de  U  plus 
grande  importance  qui  soit  jamais  arrivee  ^n  c« 
royaume  de  cette  nature." 


"  But  Monsieur  did  not  dare  to  meet  Cinq 
Mars,  and  the  King  was  considerate  enougl^ 
not  to  insist  on  his  so  doing  :  in  this  predi- 
cament^ the  Chancellor  Seguier  came  foruard 
and  rendered  assistance  to  the  Cardinal : 


^*  J'ai  propose  au  Boy  de  mander  MM.  Ta- 
lon, conseiUer  d'Estat  et  advocat-gdn^ral,  Le 
Bret  et  du  Bignon,  quiont  tou^grande  ooan^is- 
^aiiqe  d|^  matieres  criminelles,  pouf  conferer 
avec  mqy  ^r  toutea  les  prQprqsiti^ns  que  je  luy 
ferai. 
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I^eor  advu  est  que  Ton  peut  dispenfler  Mon- 
sieur d*dtre  pr^nt^  l  la  lecture  de  ss  dedsia- 
tioD  auz  accuses. 

Cet  advis  est  appuj6  d'ezemples  et  de  rai- 
soos :  quant  auz  exemples,  nous  avons  la  pro- 
o&lure  faite  de  La  Mole  et  Coconas,  aocuB^s 
de  ldze-majest&  En  ce  piw^  les  d^daiatioDi 
du  Roy  de  Nayarre  et  da  duo  d* Alen9on  fiuent 
reoeuesjet  leues  auz  accus^  sans  confrontaUoOy 
encore  qu*ils  Teussent  demandde. 

— Une  deposition  d*nn  t£moin  avec  des  pr6* 
somptions  infaiUibles  senrent  de  preuves  et  ds 
conviction  centre  un  accus^  en  crime  de  iise* 
majesty :  ce  qui  n*est  pas  autres  crimes." 


The  chancellor  received  the  confession  of 
Gastdn  d'Orleans ;  and  the  Cardinal,  thus  annsd 
at  all  points,  ventured  to  proceed  to  Paris. 

H.  de  Cinq  Mars  was  subjected  to  secnt  is- 
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terrogatory — and  he  ftdmitted  that  he  waa  in- 
flaenoed  in  causing  the  conspiracy  from  hatred 
to  the  Cardinal ;  six  reasons,  he  said,  caused 
aversion  to  him: 


1.  La  premidrCi  qu'aprds  le  siq^  d'ArraS|  i 
la  fin  duquel  il  s*6toit  trouy^i  Monsieur  le  Car* 
dinal  avoit  parl6  de  luy  comme  d'une  per* 
Sonne  qui  n'avoit  pas  t^moign^  beaucoup  de 
ccBur. 

2«  Qu^apr^s  ralliance  de  M.  le  Marquis  de 
Sourdis  et  de  son  frire,  le  Cardinal  avoit  diet 
que  M.  de  Sourdis  avoit  faict  honneur  &sa 
maison. 

3.  Qu'ayant  souhutj  d'dtre  faict  Duo  et 
Pair«  monsieur  le  Cardinal  en  avoit  d^tourni 

4.  Qu'il  s'estoit  senti  oblige  de  prendre  la 
protection  de  M.  TarohevSque  de  BordeauZ| 
lequel  il  avoit  cm  qu  on  vouloit  perdrt • 
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.  6.  Que  1»7  parimt  de  la  princeBoe  Marie, 
fl  dit  que  8a  mdre  vouloit  fiure  )e  awnge 
4e  luy  avec  eUe ;  Son  EaiioiBooe  <fict  que  n 
m^re,  Madame  d'Eifiat,  e^toit  une  f^>Ue  el  que 
at  la  princesee  Marie  avoit  cette  pens^ei 
qu*elle  estoit  plus  folle  encore  :  Qu'ayant  este 
j^ropos^e  pour  famine  d&  Monriwir,  il 
a«roit  biea  de  la  yoiuI^  et  de  k  pre* 
aemptiiHi  de  la  pr^tendre ;  qrie  e'eatott  cham 

ridieule* 

6.  Que  le  Cardinal  avoit  trouv£  eBtuinfce 
que  le  Boy  Teuat  adnita  a«  ooofleiUet  Y^n  avoit 
fiuot  abrtir. 


The  entry  of  the  CSardiaal  into  the  eky 
of  Lyons,  with  Ua  two  prisosera,  is  thos 
described : 


^'  Son.  bateau  pritt  terre  contre la  balne  4e 
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Bomieri.     En  cette  viUe,  oii  qunntit^  de  no-^ 
blesse  Tattendoit,  entre  autrea  M.  le  comte  de 
Suze,  Monseigneur  do  YiTiers  le  ealua  fl  la  sor-^ 
tie  de  son  bateau  ;  mara  il  fallut  attendire  de 
lui  parier  jusquea  k  ce  qa'il  fdt  au  logis  qn'oa 
hii  avoit  prepare  dans  la  ville.      Qunnd  son' 
Bateau  abordoit  la  terre^  il  y  avoit  un  pent  de 
bois  qui  du  bateau  alloit  au  bord  de  la  riviere  : 
apr^  qu'on  avoit  vu  s'il  ^toit  bien  a80ur6,  on 
Bortoit  le  lit  dans  lequel  ledit  seigneur  etoit 
coucfa^,  car  il  etoit  malade  d'une  douleur  ou' 
ulcere  au  bras.   II  7  avoit  six  puissant&hommes 
qui  portoient  le  lit  avec  deux  barres ;  et  lea 
liens  oii  lea  homines  mettoient  les  mains  etoient 
rembobrrds  et  gamis  de  buffleteriea.     Ila  por- 
toient sur  leurs  ^paulea  et  autour  du  cou  cer- 
tidnea  trapointea  gamiee  en  dedans  de  coton, 
et  la  mnin  couverte  de  buffle  ;  si  bien  qui  lea* 
aangles  ou    surfaix  qu'ils  mettoient    au    cou 
tbient  comme  une  etole  qui  descendoit  jus- 
quea aux  barrea  dana  leequellea  ellea  etoient 
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pMsSes.    Ainsi  ces  homines  portoieDt  le  fit  ct 
ledit  seigDeur  dans  lee  villes  oa  aux  nudaoot 
tnxquelleB  il  devoit  loger.    Maia  oe  dont  toot 
le  monde  €toit  £toDs£,  c'est  qull  entroit  dam 
lea  maiaona  par  lea  fen^trea ;  car  auparaTant 
qull  arriv&ty  lea  ma9ona  qu^  menoit  abatt<neot 
lea  croie^  dea  maiaoD,  ou  faiaoient  dea  onvoF- 
turea  aux  xnuraUlea  dea  chambrea  oii  il  der^ut 
loger,  et  en  aprea  on  faiaoit  nn  pont  de  boia  qui 
Tenoit  de  la  me  jaaqu'anx  fenStrea  on  onTer- 
turea  de  son  logia :  ainm  €tant  dana  aon  lit  per- 
tatif,  il  pasBoit  par  lea  ruea,  et  on  le  paasoit 
aur  le  pont  jnequea  dana  un  autre  lit  qui  lai 
etoit  pr€par^  dana  aa  chambre,  que  aea  oflBcten 
aroient  tapis^  d^  datnaa  incamat  et  violet, 
avec  dea  ameublementa  tr^richea,    II  logea  k 
Viviera  dans  la  maiaon  de  Montarguy^  qui  est 
k  pr&ent  k  I'universit^  de  notre  egliae.    On 
abatvit  la  croie^e  de  la  chambre,  qui  a  aa  Tue 
aur  la  place,  et  le  pont  de  boia  pour  j  monter 
Tenoit  depuia  la  boutique  de  Noel  de  Yielbi 
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•oas  Ia  maison  d*Ale8|  da  cdt£  da  nord,  joaqaes 
k  Touvertare  dea  fenStres,  oik  le  seigneur 
CSardinal  fut  port^  de  la  manidre  expIiqaCe. 
Sa  ohambre  ^toit  gard^  de  tous  cSt^s, 
taot  sous  lea  vodtes  qa'Sa  cotes  et  aar  le  deaana 
dea  logementa  oii  il  coachoit 

Sa  cour  ou  saite  ^toit  cempoa^e  de  gena  d'im- 
portance ;  la    ciyilt^,    affability  et    conrtoieie 
^ient  avec  euz.    La  devotion  y  4toit  tr^ 
grande  ;  car  lea  aoldata,  qui  aont  ordinaireroent 
ind^YotB  et  impiea^  firent  de  grandea  d^votioiuk 
Lie  lendemain  de  aon  arriv^e,  qui  ^toit  an  di« 
mancbe)  pluaieura  d'iceax  ae  confeaa^rent    et 
communierent  avec  d^monatration  de  grande 
pi6t4 ;  ila  ne  firent  aacane  inaolence  dana  la 
Tille,  vivant  quaai  comme  dea  pucellea.    La 
noblesae  auasi  fit  de  grandea  devotiona.    Qnand 
on  €toit  aur  le  Rh6ne,  qao'qu'il  y  eAt  quantity 
de  bateliera,  tant  dana  lea  barquea  qu'aprds  lea 
dievauz,  on  n'oaoit  jamaia  blaaph^mer,  qu'eat 
quaai  un  miracle  que  de  tellea  gens  demeuraa* 
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^nt  dans  une  telle  retention ;  on  ne  leur  Toyoil 
pvofSrer  que  les  indts  qui  leur  ^toient  neceesft* 
ires  pour  la  conduite  de  leurs  barques,  mau 
ei  modeatementi  que  tout  le   monde  en  etoit 

Monaeigneur  le  car£nal  Bigni  logea  i  Tarchi* 
diacond  On  avoit  pr^par€  la  maison  de  H. 
Panisde  pour  monseigner  le  Cardinal  Maxarin ; 
mais  au  pattir  du  bonrg  Samt-Aiid&)l,  il  prit  la 
poste  pour  allez  trouver  le  Roi.  Le  di- 
mancbe  25,  ledit  seigneur  fut  report^  dans  son 
bateau  avec  le  mSme  ordre*'' 


From  a  pamphlet  published  at  Paris  in  1665 
iff  extracted  the  following  account  relating  to 
Cinq  Mar6  and  De  Thou — 


**  Nous  avons  vu  le  favori  du  plus 
grand  et  du  plus  juste  des  rda  Uoaeer  sa  ttte 
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8ur  I'^chafaud,  fl  T&ge  de  vingtHleux  ans,  mais 
avec  une  Constance  qui  troavera  tl  peine  sa 
pareille  dans  nos  histoires.  Nous  avons  tu  un 
conseiller  d*Etat  mourir  comme  nn  saint,  aprds 
un  crime  qne  les  hommes  ne  peuyent  pardon- 
ner  avec  justice.  H  n'y  a  personne  au  monde 
qui,  sacfaant  leur  conspiration  contre  I'Etat,  ne 
les  juge  dignes  de  mort,  et  il  y  aura  peu  de 
gens  qni,  ayant  connaissance  de  leur  condition 
et  de  leurs  belles  qualit^s  naturelles,  ne  plaig- 
nent  leur  malheur. 

'^  Monsieur  de  Cinq  Mars  arriva  d,  Lyon  le 
quatriesme  septembre  de  la  pr^sente  ann^e 
1642,  Bur  les  deux  heures  aprds  midy,  dans  un 
carrosse  traisn^  par  quatre  oheyauz,  dans 
lequel  il  y  avoit  quatre  gardes  du  corps,  ayant 
le  mousquet  sur  le  bras ;  et  entour^  de  gardes 
i  pied  au  nombre  de  cent  qui  estoient  &  Mon- 
sieur le  Cardinal  Due.  Devant  marohoient  deux 
cents   cavaliers,    la   plus   part    Catalans,    et 
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estoient    suivis   de   troia    eeiils   antres  bien 
moBtes. 

'*  M.  Ic  Grand  estoit  vestu  de  drap  de  Hol- 
iande,  ooolear  de  muac,  tout  oouvert  de  dea* 
telle  d'or^  ayee  un  manteau  d'eeearlateigiM 
bootona  d'argent  a  queue :  lequel  estant  for 
le  pent  du  Boene,  avant  que  d'eatrer  daoa  la 
fOle,  demanda  &  Moosieur  de  Cetou,  lieutenaal 
des  gardes  esooeaoiaea^  all  agr6oit  qu'ou  fenuast 
U  canroaae ;  ce  qui  luy  fut  refuai,  et  fiit  eoa* 
dnit  par  le  pont  de  Saint  Jean;  de  liau 
Change :  et  puia  par  la  vue  de  Flandre  jaaqaeB 
aia  pied  du  ehaateau  de  Pierre  Baeiae,  at 
nnonatrant  par  lea  ruea  ineeaaammeBt  par  fuH 
et  Fautre  porti&*e,  aaluant  tout  le  fnonde  avec 
une  faee  riante,  aortant  i  demy^eorpa  da 
carroase;  et  meame  reoogneBt  beaqeoup  dl 
peraoQBea  qu'il  salaa,  lea  appelant  par  leon 
noma. 

*(  Eatant  arriy^  i  Pierre-£nciae»  il  fat 


sarpris  ^aand  on  lay  dit  qaHl  fnlloit  descendre^ 
€t  monter  i  cheval  par  le  dehors  de  la  ville, 
pour  atteindre  le  chasteao:  Voicy  done  la 
deroiire  que  je  feray,  dit-il,  e'estant  imaging 
qu'on  avoit  donn^  ordre  de  le  oonduire  au  bi»id 
de  Yincennea.  II  avoit  eouveat  demand^  auz 
gardes  si  Pen  ne  lay  permettroit  pas  d'alier  a 
la  chasse  quaod  il  y  seroit. 

**  Sa  prisoa  estoit  au  pied  de  la  grande  tour 
4a  chasteaa,  qui  a'avoit  point  d^autre  veue 
qae  deux  petites  fenestres  qui  tomboient  dans 
ttn  petit  jardin,  aa  bas  desquellea  il  y  avoit 
ooqps  de  gardes,  dans  la  ohambre  aussi,  oik 
MoBsieur  de  Ceton  couchoit  avec  qudtre  gardes 
dans  rarridre-chambre,  et  &  toutes  les  portes 
il  en  estoit  de  mesme. 

^  Monsieur  le  Cardinal  Biohy  le  fut  visiter 
le  lendemain  oinquiesme>  et  luy  demanda  sH 
lay  agreoit  qu'on  lay  envoyast  quelqu'un  airec 
qui  il  se  piit  divertir  dans  sa  prison*  II  respon- 


S44  oouKT  mraastVEa. 

dit  qall  en  aeroit  trea-ab^  mau  qu'il  oe 
m^ritoit  pas  que  peraonne  priat  oatte 
peine. 

**  En  auitte  de  qaoy  Monaieor  le  Cafdioal 
de  Lyon  fit  appeler  le  P&neMalavalete»  jfenita^ 
tnqnel  il  donna  commiaaion  de  I'aller  Toir 
pniaqu*il  le  deairoit ;  lequel  j  fnt  )e  6  d^  lea 
cinq  henrea  da  matin,  oii  il  demenra  jnaqaeB  k 
holt  henrea.  II  le  tronva  dana  nn  lit  de  damaa 
incamat,  incommode,  ce  qui  le  rendoit  fort 
paale  et  deUIe,  Le  bon  Pdre  afent  ai  bien 
entrer  dana  aon  eaprit,  qn'il  le  demanda  »ic(m 
aar  le  aoir,  puia  continna  k  le  Ycir  aoir  et  matin 
pendant  tona  lea  joon  de  aa  priaon;  leqad 
rendit  conipte  pnia  apr^  k  Meaaieura  lea  Cai^ 
dinanx-Daca  et  de  Lyon,  et  a  Monaieur  le 
Gbancelier  de  tout  ce  qu^  Iny  avott  dit,  et 
demeura  ce  meame  P^  longtempa  en  conflSr* 
ence  avec  Son  Eminence  Diicale»  enooie 
qn*elle  ne  ae  laiaaoii  veoir  pour  lora  k  per* 
aonne. 
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^*  Le  septiesme,  Monsieur  le  Chancelier  fut 

'Visiter  Monsieur  de  Cinq  Mars,  et   le  traita 

fort  civileiueat,  lay  disant  qu*il  n*avoit  point 

sujet  d'appiPehender,  mats  bien  d^esp^rer  toute 

chose  i  son  advantage,  qa'il  89ayoit  bien  qu^il 

•voit  i  faire  ft  on  bon  juge,  qui  n'avoit  garde 

d^estre  mesconnoissant  des  faveurs  qo'il  avoit 

f^eceuea  de  son  bienfaiteur.    Qa^i  s9avoit  tfds 

Uen  que  c'estoit  par  see  bontez  et  son  pouvoir, 

que  le  K07  ne  Tavoit  pas  d^possed^  de  sa 

chaif;e ;    que  cette  fhveur  edtoit    si    grande 

qu'eile  ne  mJritoit  pas  eeulement  un  souvenir 

immortel)  mais   des  reoonnoissances  infinies: 

6t  que  c'astoit  dans  les  occasions  qutl  les  f 

feroit  paroistre.    Le  sujet  de  ce  compliment 

estoit  pris  sur  ce  que  Monsieur  Le  Grand  avoit 

adoucy  une  fois  le  Boy^  qui  estoit  en  grar^de 

colore  centre  Monsieur  le  Chancelier;    mais 

la  veritable  raison  de  ces  civilitez  estoit  la 

uraiQte  qu'ii  avoit  qu*il  ne  le  refusast  pour  juge» 
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et  qp^l  n^appeUat  au  Parlement  de  Paris  pour 
estre  dflivr^  par  le  peuple  qui  Faymoit  pamon- 
nement. 

'^  Monsieur  le  Grand  lay  respondit  qae  oelte 
civility  le  remplissoit  de  honte  et  de  ooafn- 
sion;  mais  poartant,  dit-il,  je  voy  bien  que 
de  la  fafon  que  Pon  proodde  a  mon  aflUre* 
Ton  en  veut  a  ma  vie;  c'est  fait  de  moy. 
Monsieur,  le  Ruy  m'a  abandonn^  Je  ne  me 
consideie  que  comme  one  viotime  qo'on  v% 
immoler  a  la  passion  de  mes  ennemis  et  i  la 
facility  du  Roy.  Aquoy  Monsieur  le  Chan- 
celier  repartit  que  ses  aentiments  n'estoieDt 
pas  justesj  et  qu'il  en  avoit  des  exp^ienoes 
toutes  contraires.  Diea  le  veaille»  dit 
Monsieur  le  Grand,  mais  je  ne  le  pais 
eroire. 

^'  Le  8,  Monsieur  le  Chancelier  I'alla  onyr, 
accompagn€  de  six  Maistres  des  Beqaestes^ 
de  deux  Pr^sid^nts  et  de  six  Conseillers  dt 
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Grenoble,  duquel  aprde  I'avoir  interrog^  depuis 
les  sept  heares  da  matin  jusques  &  denz 
beorea  apr^a  midy,  ils  ne  purent  jamais  rien 
tirer  de£  cas  k  luy  imposez. 

*^  Aprds  la   confession    de  M.  de  Thou,  il 
fut  yisitS  par  le  Pdre  Jean  Terrasse,  gardien 
du  convent  de  TObservance  de  Saint-Fran9oi8 
de    Tarascon,    qui    Tavoit  visits  et    console 
durant   sa  prison  de  Tarascon.     II   fut   bien 
aise  de  le  voir :  il  se  promena  avec  lui  quelqne 
temps   dans  nn  entretien  spiritueL     Ce  Fire 
etoit  venu  tl  I'occasion  d'un  TOeu  que  M.  de 
Thou  avoit  fait  &  Tarascon  pour  sa  d^vrance, 
qui  ^toit  de  fonder  une  ohapelle  de  trois  cents 
livres    de  rente    annuelle    dans    I'^glise   des 
P^res  Cordeliers  de  cette  ville  de  Tarascon; 
il  donna  ordre  pour  cette  fondation,  voolant 
s'acquitter  de  son  Toeuj  puisque  Dieuj  disoit-il, 
le   d^livroit  non«eeulement    d'une    prison   de 
pierre,  mais  encore  de  la  prison  de  son  corps; 
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demanda  do  I'enore  et  da  papier,  et  toivit 
judioieasement  oette  belli  inscription,  qa*il 
yoalat  dtre  iniae  en  oette  chapelle : 


Chriflto  EbemtorL 

Totum  in  caroere  pro  libertaie 

oonoepimn. 


Fran.  Ai^^ost  Thnanns 

e  caixsere  vitn  jam  jam 

HbetandOB  merito  mint 


Xn  S^^temK  M.  D.  G.  XLIt 

oonfitebor  Hin,  Doaine^  qiaonim 

ezaadisii  me^  et  fiM^tos  es  mihi 

insalntem. 
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Cette  inscription  fera  admirer  la  pr&enoe  et 
la  nettet^  de  son  esprit,  et  fera  avouer  k  ceux 
qui  la  considereront  que  Tappr^hension  de  la 
mort  n'avoit  pas  eu  le  pouvoir  de  lui  causer 
aucnn  trouble.  U  pria  M.  Thom^  de  faire 
compliment  de  sa  part  &  M.  le  Cardinal  de 
Lyon,  et  lui  t^moigna  que  s'il  efit  plu  k  Dieu 
de  le  sortir  de  ce  peril,  il  avoit  dessein  de 
quitter  le  monde,  et  de  se  donner  enti^rement 
au  service  de  Dieu. 

*^  11  6crivit  deux  lettres  qui  furent  port^es 
ouvertes  k  M.  le  Chancelier,  et  puis  remises 
entre  les  mains  de  son  confe:j8eur  pour  les 
faire  tenir;  ces  lettres  etant  ferm6es,  il  dit; 
'Yoil^  la  demiSre  pens^e  que  je  veux  avoir 
pour  le  monde,  partons  au  Paradis*  Et  dds 
lors  il  reprit  sans  interruption  ses  discours 
spirituels  et  se  confessa  une  seconde  fois.  II 
demandoit  parfois  si  I'heure  de  partir  pour  aller 
au  supplice  approchoit,  quand  on  les  devoit  Her, 
et  prioit  que  Ton  I'avertit  quand  I'ex^cuteur 
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de  la  justice  seroit  I^  afin  de  Fembrasser :  niais 
il  ne  le  vit  que  8ur  T^hafaud." 


The  confeasor  of  M.  de  Thou  (le  pire  Mont- 
brnn)  has  left  on  record  the  folio  xviug  detaik, 
which  are  not  without  interest : 


"  M.  de  Thou»  £tant  aur  T^hafaud 
i  genoux,  r^ita  ausei  le  Paaume  1 1 5»  et  para- 
phraaa  en  fran9aifl  presque  tout  du  long,  d'une 
Toix  aaeez  haute  et  d'une  action  yigoureu«e, 
avec  une  ferveur  indioible,  m616e  d'une  aainte 
joie,  incroyable  &  ceux  qui  ne  Tauroient  paa 
Yue.  Yoici  la  paraphrase  qu'il  en  fit,  que  js 
voudrois  pouvoir  accompagner  de  Paotion  avec 
laquelle  il  la  disoit ;  j*ai  tftdi£  de  retenir  lei 
propres  paroles. 
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'^  Credidi,  propter  quod  Jocuius  $unu    Mon 

Dieu,  credidi;  je  Fai  cm  et  le  crois  fermement, 

que  yons  6teB  mon  orSateur  et  mon  boo  pire, 

qoe   T0U8  aves  aouffert  pour  moi,  que  voui 

m'aves   racbet£  an  prix  de    ?otre  sang,  voui 

m'aTez  ouvert  le  Paradia.     Credidi.    Je  vous 

domande,  mon  Dieu,  un  ffnun*  no  petit  grain 

de  oette  foi  vive,  qui  enflammoit  lea  coBurs  des 

premiers    chrfitiena :      Credidi^    propter  quod 

betUut  sum.     Faitea,  mon  Diett»  que  je  ne 

▼DOS  parle  paa  aeulement  des  Idvrea,  mais  que 

mon  ccBor  s*acoorde  &  touted  mea  parolea^  et 

que  ma  volenti  ne  d^inente  poiat  ma  bouche : 

Credidi    Je  ne  vona  adore  paa,  mon  Dieu,  de 

la  langne:  je  ne  auia  point  aasez  Eloquent; 

nuna  je  voua  adore  d'eeprit,  oui>  d'eaprit,  mon 

Dieu,  je  voua  adore   en  esprit  et  en  vintil 

Ah  I    ahl    credidi.    Je  me  auia  M  en  voiia» 

mop  Dieuy  et  me  suis  abandonn^  a  votre  mis^ 

iricorde  apr^  tant  de  grftcea  que  voua  m*ave9 

faitea:   propter  quod  loeutue   sum;    et   dans 
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oette  confiance,  j'lu  parle,  j*ai  tout  dit,  je  me 
snis  accus^. 

**  Ego  autem  kumiliahu  ntmu*  H  est  Tiai, 
Seigneur,  me  voiHl  extr^mement  humili€,  mdv 
non  pas  encore  comme  je  le  m^rite.  JEgo  £xi 
in  excessu  meo :  Omnis  homo  mendax.  Ah ! 
qu'il  n'est  que  trop  yrai  que  tout  ce  monde 
n'est  que  mensonge,  que  folie,  que  yanit^l 
ah  I  qu*il  est  vrai:  Omnis  homo  mendas! 
Quid  retribuam  Domino  pro  omnibus  qua 
retribuit  mihu  II  r^p6toit  ceoi  d'une  grande 
T^h^menoe:  CaUcem  scUutaris  accipianu  Mon 
pSre,  il  le  faut  boire  oourageusement  oe  calioe 
de  la  mort ;  oui,  je  le  recoia  d'un  grand  corar, 
et  je  Buis  prSt  ct  le  boure  tout  entier* 

'^  Et  nomen  Domini  invocabo.  Yous 
m*aiderez,  mon  pdre,  ft  implorer  Fassistance 
divine,  afin  qu'il  plaise  ct  Dieu  de  fortifier  ma 
foiblesse,  et  me  donner  du  courage  autant  quH 
en  faut  pour  avaler  oe  calioe  que  le  bon  Dies 
m'a  prepare  pour  mon  aalut. 
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'^^  II  passa  les  deux  versets  qui  suivent  dans 
ce  Psalme,  et  s'^cria  d'une  yoix  forte  et 
anim€e:  Dirupisti^  Daminey  vincula  mea! 
Ah !  roon  Dieu,  que  vous  avez  fait  un  grand 
ooup  I  you8  avez  bris^  ces  liens  qui  me  tenoient 
si  fort  attache  au  monde  I  II  fallcit  une  puis- 
sance  divine  pour  m'en  d^gager.  Dirupistif 
Domine,  vincula  mea  I  Voici  les  propres  mots 
qu'il  dit  ici : 

*^  *  Que  eeux  qui  m*ont  amen^  ici  m'ont  fait 
un  grand  plaisir  I  que  je  leur  ai  d'obligations  I 
Ah  I  qu'ils  m'ont  fait  un  grand  bien,  puisqu'ils 
m'ont  tir^  de  ce  monde  pour  me  loger  dans 
le  Ciel  r 

*^  Ici  son  confesseur  lui  dit  qu'Il  falloit  tout 
oublier,  qu*il  ne  falloit  pas  avoir  de  ressenti- 
ment  coutre  eux.  A  cette  parole,  il  se  toufna 
vers  le  pdre  tout  &  genouz,  comme  il  6toit, 
et  d'une  belle  action :  '  Quoi  I  mon  p^re/ 
dit-il,  des  ressentiments  ?  Ah  I  Dieu  le  sait, 
Dieu  m'est  t6moin  que  je  les  aime  de  tout 
mon  C(Bur«  et  qu'il  n'y  a  dans  mon  &me  aucune 

Tou  ni.  H 


airetBiDn  pour  qui  qae  oe  soit  ftii  tBOufie. 
DintpiiU^  D^ndnef  tmcvtla  mea ;  tiiU  JoonySeato 
himtiam  httdii.  La  toici  I'hostid.  S^ignevt 
(se  montmnt  soi-mftne),  la  voi  ft  eette  hoatie 
qui  Yous  doit  €tre  maintenaiit  iminolife :  TM 
utcrifttabo  hotOam  laudU  $i  ncmen  DomM  mo^ 
•«6or  Vota  tnea  D^mmo  reddam  (itimdaiit  lav 
deux  braa  al  la  ¥ue  de  toue  o^dS)  d'ati  agrtebla 
mouvement,  le  visage  riant  et  etoflammQ  dr 
^mup^ciu  amnii  popuH  efu*.  Otti,  Seigneury  je 
tans  YOiia  randre  nlea  vaMix,  mm  tiaprit,  moB 
attar,  mgn  Amd^  ma  vie^  m  eampeiiu  irtmA 
popuK  '^i  dataat  t^ut  ea  pesple^  detint  tottti 
eette  assemble!  In  airns  dmmu  DomMf  in 
medio  tot  Jermmkm.  In  tUrik  donttu  Ihmim. 
Kbua  y  void  ft  Tentt^  da  la  iHaiaoii-  d* 
Saigaeur.  Qui,  e*eat  dlai,  o'aat  d^  liyol^  da 
Ljoik  qu'il  faut  mociter  Ift-kaiit  (lataiit  laa  biiv 
Taia  la  ciel).  I^yon,  que  ja  I'm  bieii  pliia 
d'oUigation  qa*au  lieu  da  ola  uaiMaiUM^  qid 
m'a  Bculemeat  dan&j  uqe  via  ni8ted>la,  at  tn 


me  diNHiefl  Aujourd  *bm  nne  vie^lernellel  im 
mmdm  tuijerumhm.  II  est  vrai  que  j'ai  tro^ 
lie  pnaaita  pour  cetle  aort  N'y  a-t-il  point 
fde  mal,  moa  p&ref  dil41  plua  baa,  en  souriaat^ 
mt  tottmaat  i  c6t£  yeri  le  p^ra  J^ai  trep 
<rttieeL  N'y  «4>t-il  poial  de  vanity  ?  Poar  bmn^ 
^  d*en  veux  fimat*^ 

**  C*e8t  •une  merveitte  inerojrnble  que  M.  da 
Ciqq  Mara  ne  t^moigaa  jamais  aucune  pew^ 
ni  trouble,  ni  «uoane  ^otion^  aiafli  pamt 
^otgoura  gai,  aasunfi,  inibraolabie,  et  t£meigna 
une  81  grande  fermet£  d^eeprit,  que  toua  ceuz 
qui  le  vireat  en  seat  encore  dans  T^tonaft- 
cnent. 

]!kL  de  Oinq  Mars,  sans  avoir  ies  yeux  band^s, 
l^sa  forte  propreuieat  son  eel,  dit  le  narrateur, 
#ur  le  poteau,  tenant  le  visage  dioit,  tourne 
vers  le  devant  recbafmud ;  el  embrasaant  forte- 
meat  de  sea  deal  bias  le  p^teaa,  il  ferma  les 
yedx  et  la  bouohe,  et  attendit  le  eoap  que 
f^teeutaer  lui  vint  deaner  asfez   peaamnMot 
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et  lentemeot,  et  s^^tant  mis  A  sa  gaache  ei 
tenant  eon  couperet  des  deux  maiDA.  En  re- 
cevant  le  coup,  il  poussa  une  voix  fort^ 
eomme:  Ah!— qui  fat  6touffee  dana  son 
eang ;  il  leva  lea  genoux  de  dessna  le  blo^ 
oomme  pour  ae  lever,  et  retomba  en  la  m&ne 
asaiette  qu  il  €toit.  La  tSte  n*£tant  paa  en- 
ti^reroent  a^parfe  du  corps  par  ce  covp,  Tex- 
^fouteur  passa  &  sa  droite  par  derriere,  et» 
prenant  la  t£te  par  lea  eheveux  de  la  mam 
droite,  de  la  gauche  il  Bcia  ayec  son  couperet 
une  partie  de  la  trachee  art^re  et  la  peau  da 
COU9  qui  n'^toit  paa  comp€e ;  apr^  quoi  il 
jeta  la  tSte  sur  T^chafaud,  qui  de  labondita 
-terre,  oii  Ton  remarqua  soigneusement  qu'elle 
.fit  encore  uq  demi-tour  et  palpita  asaez  long- 
tempa.  Elle  avoit  le  visage  tourn^  vera  lea 
religieusea  dea  Saint-Pierre,  et  le  deaana  de 
la  tdte  vers  I'^chafiAud,  les  yeux  ouverti* 
Son  corps  demeura  droit  centre  le  poteao» 
qu*il  tenoit  toujuurs  embrassi,  taut  que  I'ex- 
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icutear  le  tir»  poor  le  ^peuiUer^  ce  qu'il  fif, 
et  puis  ie  Couviift  (Tun  drap  et  lait  son  man- 
Cei^ii  pMr«detf.su8 ;  la  t6te  ayiiat  €t£  readue  stir 
r^diafaud,  el)«  fttt  fliiae  aapr^  du  ciirps,  scma 
le  ludme  dimp* 

L^ex^oatear  viftt  pour  bander  lea  yeux  de  M. 
De  Thoa  at'ec  le  Blottoboir  {  maid,  eomme  il  ie 
fiufloit  fort  mal,  mettant  lea  coina  Jtt  mouehoir  ^n 
Ma,  qui  ooavroieat  aa  bouohe,  il  Ie  tetroussa  et 
a'aooooluviHla  miaux.  II  adora  le  crucifix 
avant  que  de  ineltre  la  tAte  aar  le  poteaii* 
11  baida  la  aaog  de  M«  de  Cnq-Mara,  qui  j 
iuAt  re«t<.  Aprea^  il  mit  son  cd  swr  le 
poleau,  qu'uu  frdre  jeauile  avoit6  torch^  de 
aoD  monchoi0»  paroe  qu*il  ^tcit  teat  mouiHe 
ale  dang,  et  denaiida  i  ce  frire  a'il  6tiiit 
bten,  qoi  lui  dit  qii'il  falloit  qu'B  wmn^t 
miaux  aa  tAte  aur  le  devaiit,  ce  qu'il  fik  Bn 
fl|6Dae  teoipa,  Texecuteur,  aVkperoeraDt  que 
lea  eotdooa  de  aa  oheoriaa  n*6toieiit  peUit 
4ffi6a  et  quHla  lut  teneient  le  col  aerr6^  )ui 
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porta  la  main  an  col  pour  lea  d^noaer;  oe 
qa'ayant  senti,  il  demanda :  ^^Qa'y  a-t-il? 
faut-il  encore  dter  la  chemise  T^  et  se  diapo- 
floit  d^jct  ft  r6ter.  On  lai  dit  que  pon,  qu*!! 
falloit    eeulement   d^nouer   lea    cordons;    oe 

.  qu'ayant  iait,  il  lira  aa  chemise  poor  d6oou- 
▼rir  son  col  et  sea  €paulea«  et  ayaht  mia  it 
tdte  aar  le  poteau,^  pronion9a  sea  demiirea 
parolea,  xpai  furent :  Maria,  maier  graUiB, 
mater  mUerieorJuB — pnia:  In  manus  huu — et 
lora  sea  braa  commencdrent  a  tremblotter  en 
attendant  le  conp,  qui  lui  fut  donn^  toot  en 
haut  du  col,  trop  pr^  de  la  tete,  dnquel  coop 
aon  col  n'^tant  coup^  qu'a  demi^  le  corpa  tomba 
du  c6t^  gauche  du  poteau,  i  le  renveiaei  le 
riaage  contre  le  oiel,  remnant  lea  jambea  et 
hauaaant  foiblement  lea  maina.  Le  bourrean 
le  voulut  renveraer  pour  achever  par  oii  il 
avoit  commence ;  maia,  efiray^  dea  cria  qae 
Ton    faiaoit    contre    lui,  il    donna    froia    oa 

.  quartre     coupa     aur     la     gorges     et    ainai 
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loi    coupa    la    tdte,   qai  demeura  aur  T^cha- 
faud. 

li'ex^cateur^   Tayaot    d^pouill^)    porta    son 

corps,  oouvert  d'un  drap,  dans  le  carrosse  qui 

lea  avoit  anient  ;  puis  il  j  mit  aussi  oelui  de 

M.  Cinq'^Mars ;  et  leurs  t^tes,  qui  avoient  enoore 

toutes  deux  les  yeux  ouvertSi  particuU^rement 

celle  de  M.  de  Thou,  qui  sembloit  6tre.  vivante. 

De  li  ils  furent  port&  auz  Feuillants  oil  M.  de 

Cinq-Mars  fiit  enterr€  devant  le  maitre-autel^ 

sous  le  balustre  de  ladite  6glise,  par  la  bont^  et 

autorit^  de  M«  du  Oay,  tr^sorier  de  France  en 

la  g6n6ralit£  de  Lyon.     M.  de  Thou  a  6t6  em^ 

baum£  par  le  soin  de  madame  sa  eoeur  et  mis 

dans  un  cercueil  de  plomb,  dtre  transport^  en 

•a  sepulture. 

Telle  fut  la  fin  de  ces  deux  personnes,  qui, 
certes,  devoient  laisser  i  la  poBt6rit^  une  autre 
m^moire  que  ceUe  de  leur  mort.  Je  laisse  & 
chacun  d'en  faire  tel  jugement  qu'il  lui  plaira, 
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et  me  ocintoile  do  (|ife  que  oe  ndUB 
est  une  grande  lefon  de  Finoonstance  dei 
okoees  de  oe  aionde  et  de  b  fxegilM  de  tiotre 
nfitwet 


Tva  mffiuX  ouwMHcriiito  ar«  m  the  {Loyal 
Libmry  al  Paris,  me  (leisg  the  lelter  of  Mi 
de  CSaq.  Maw  Uk  lua  moA»f  the  KnpehJbueas 
d'  Gffiatf  writteo  at  the  time  1m  wm  «  pr^ 
aoMT  at  LjfFOHBrrrtlie  other  tbat^f  M.  df  Thee 
te  the  P^iaoeaa  de  Ghumeii^  to  wkovi  he  wai 
dev<lMdly  altacbedr^he  foHowmgemooi^i 


Madame  ma  tria-chere  et  tr^he»Df^  m^y 
Je  vecia  ^rio^  puis-qv^l  ne  m'tet  plea  permk  de 
vevia  Teir,  poor  vena  eoi^mvr,  madame,  de  me 
re& Are  deuz  marquee  de  votve  deittilm  bosM  ^ 
Ptme^  madiftaiie,  ea  denMmt  &  mo&  Ame  le  pltt 
de  priires  qu'il  Youa  Bera  poesiblei  oe  qui  aeia 
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poar  mon  salut ;  Pantre,  soit  que  you?  obte- 

niez  da  Boy  le  bien  que  j'ai  employe  dans  ma 

charge  de  grandescuyer,  et  ce  que  j'en  pouvois 

avoir  d'autre  part  anparavant  qu'il  fiit  confia- 

que,  ou  soit  que  cette  gr&ce  ne  yous  soit  pas 

accord£ej  que  vous  ayez  assez  de  g6n^rosit£ 

pour  satisfaire  i  mes  cr^anciers.     Tout  ce  qui 

d6pend  de  la  fortune  est  si  peu  de  chose,  que 

Tous  ne  devez  pas  me  refuser  cette  dernidre 

-supplication,  que  je  vous  fais  pour  le  repos  de 

-mon  &me.  Croyez-moi,  madame,  en  cela  plustdt 

que  vos  sentiments    s'ils    r^pugnent    ^    mon 

souhait,  puisque,  ne  faisant  plus  un  pas  qui  ne 

me  conduise  a  la  m  ort,  je  suis  plus  capable  qtie 

qui  que  ce  soit  de  juger  de  la  valeur  des  choses 

du  monde.     Adieu,  madame,  et  me  pardonnez 

si  je  ne  vous  ay  pas  assez  respect^e  au  terns  que 

j'ai  vescu,  et  vous  assurez  que  je  meure. 

Ma  trds-ch^re  et  tr^-honor^e  m^re. 

Votre  trds-humble  et  trdd-ob6issant  et 

trda-oblig6  fils  et  serviteur, 

Henbi  d'Effiat  db  Cikq-Mabs. 
N  5 


SM  oouBV  nmwroai 


Mapamk, 


*^  Je  ne  voiu  ay  jamoip  ^  i}e  FabUg^tioii  ei 
toute  ma  Tie  qtt'aujoni^^uj  quWtnt  Vf^  ^ 
(a  quitter,  je  la  pen  ^wc  iBoii)9  4e  pejne  parae 
qae  vout  im  Tavez  rendu^  apsez  oaallieiireiifle ; 
j'espdre  que  oeUe  de  raiitie  mMde  aem  bien 
differente  pour  moy  de  eelie-07,  et  que  j*t  iioor 
venU  dee  f61icit^  aotaiif  pai^^mia  llmagina- 
tioQ  dee  boinmee  qu'ellee  doivent  £t«e  dans  le^ 
eep^raace :  la  miena,  madame^  n'eet  fondte  que 
Mir  la  beot  J  de-  Diea  et  le  eidrita  de  b  paaeiaii 
deeoii  Fila,  aeule  capable  d'effuwr  laeepecheay 
dont  j'eslQia  redeiFaUe  i  sa  juetioe,  el  qui  aoiit 
jl  UB  iel  excey  qo'il  B*y  a  riep  qui  lee  ear|«Me 
que  celay  de  ea  m^drioovde-  Je  «o|ia  denaode 
pardou  de  toutee  lea  eboeee  que  j*ai  faiolee  qui 
Toua  ont  pa  deqilaiie,  et  fi^a  la  meeaae  pridxe 
ii  toutee  lea  penoanes  que  j'ai  baiee  ii  voetre 


oecMDOD,  Tons  proMstant,  madaaie,  qa'mrtant 
que  la  SmShi  qiie  je  doifas  i  mon  Dien  me  le 
doit  permettre,  jd  mmn  irop  a8Baer£ment>  ma* 
dam^  votae.  trdft-bamble  e(  tm^ib^ifliant  s^- 
vitiear. 


Db  Thju. 


De  Lyon,  ce.  12o  septemb^,  1642« 


Subjoined  are  tbd  artidea^  ef  the  ttBkij  mik 
SpikiQ,  beatiiig  the  dite^  the  ISth  of  VL^Mh, 
1«42: 


**  Le  sienr  de  Fontraillea  aiont  eiti  etitdil 
pta  monseif^eur  le  due  d'Orl&iOB  ten  le  toy 
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d'Espagoe  aveo  lettres  de  Son  Alteste  poor  Ss 
Majesty  catholique  et  monseignenr  le  oomte- 
duc  de  Sao-Luoar,  dat^  de  Paris,  da  20 
Janvier,  a  propose,  en  vertu  da  poavoir  ft  lay 
donn^  qae  Son  Altesse,  d^irant  le  bien  g^o- 
&ral  et  particulier  de   la  France,   de  Yoir  la 
noblesse    et     le    peaple     de     ce      royaame 
d£liyr&  des  oppressions  quHls  sonffrent  depois 
long-temps  par  ane  si  sanglante  guerre,  poor 
faire  cesser  la  canse  d'icelle,  et  pour  establir 
one  paix  g^n^rale  et  raisonnable  entre  TEm- 
pereur  et  les  denz  couionnes,  au  b^n^fioe  de 
la  Chrestient^,  prendroit  volontiers  les  armes 
ft  oette  fin,  si  Sa  Majesty  catholique  7  vouloit 
concourir  de  son  cost£  aveo  lea  moyens  possi- 
bles   pour  avancer  leurs   affiures.    Et  aprte 
avoir  d€clar£  le  particulier  de  sa  oommiasioa 
en  ce  qui  est  des  offires  et  demandes  que  fimt 
les  seigneurs  d*  Orleans  et  ceuz  de  son  parti, 
a  est£  accord^  et  condu   par  ledit  seignear 
Comte*Duc  pour  Leurs  Majestez  iinp6rialee( 
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catholique,  et  au  nom  de  Son  Alteeae  par 
ledit  sieur  de  Fontrailles^  lea  articles 
suivacs. 

1*  Comme  le  principal  but  de  ce  traiti  est 
de  faire  une  juste  paix  entre  les  deux  couron- 
nes  d'Espagne  et  de  France,  pour  leur  bien 
eommun^  et  de  toute  la  chrestient^,  ont  declare 
iinanimement  qu'on  ne  pr^tent  en  ceoy  aucune 
chose  contre  le  Boi  tr^s-chrestien  et  au  preju- 
dice de  sea  estats,  nj  contre  les  droits  et 
authoritez  de  la  Beine  trds-chrestienne  et 
r^gnante ;  ains  au  contraire  on  aura  soin  de  la 
maintenir  en  tout  ce  qui  lui  appartient. 

2.  Sa  Majest€  catholique  donnera  12^000 
hommes  de  pied  et  0,000  cheyaux  effectis  des 
yieilles  troupes,  le  tout  vinant  d'AUemagne,  ou 
de  I'empire,  ou  de  Sa  Majesty  catholique. 
Que  si  par  quelque  accident  il  manquoit  de  ce 
nombre  2,000  ou  3,000  hommes,  on  n'entend 
point  pour  cela  qu'on  ayt  manqu6  k  ce  qui  est 

VOL,  nu  rf^ 
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acoonM,  atteDda  qa'on  lea  fournin  le  plus  toei 
quil  sen  posaiblo. 

3.  n  est  accorde  que,  des  le  joor  que  mon- 
sieur'le  doc  d*Orl6iD8  se  tronvera  dans  la  place 
de  aeuret^  oik  il  dit  estre  en  estat  de  ponvoir 
lever  des  troopeQ)  Sa  Majesty  oatholiqne  Ini 
baillera  quatre  eens  mil  esons  oompUnt,  paya- 
bles ao  eantentemeill  de  Son  Altesae,  pour 
estre  emploiez  en  levies  et  antree  firais  utiles 
pour  le  bien  oommmu 

4.  Sa  Majesty  calholique  donnera  le  train 
d^artiUene  aveo  lea  munitions  de  guerre  propres 
&  ee  corps  d'arm^  avec  les  viyres  pour  toutes 
les  troupeSi  jusques  i  ce  qu'elles  soient  entrees 
en  Prance,  lA  oik  Son  Alte8$e  entretiendra 
les  siens,  et  Sa  Majesty  catholique  les  antres, 
comme  il  sera  sp^oifi^  plus  bus. 

5.  Les  places  qui  seront  prites  en  France^ 
eoit  par  l*arm^  de  Sa  Majesty  calbolique,  ou 
celles  de  Son  Altess^  sero&t  mises  ds  mains 
de  Son  Altesse  et  de  ce^  de  son  party. 
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'  6.  II  sera  donn^  audit  seigneur  dac 
tf  Orlgfins  doQze  mil  escas  par  mois  de  pension, 
4)utre  ce  que  Sa  Majesty  catholique  donne  en 
^landres  Sl  la  duchesse  d'Orleans  sa  femme. 

7.  Est  arrest^  que  cette  armSe  et  les  troupes 

d'ieelle    ob£iront    absolutnent  audit    seigneur 

due  d*Orl€ans;    et  nfontmoins,  attendu  quj^ 

ladite  arm£e  est  levee  des  deniers  de  Sa  Majesty 

catholique,  les   officiers  d'icelle  presteront  te 

«OTment.  de  fid.Ilti   i  Sou  Ahesse  de  servir 

aux  fins  du  present  traits ;  et  arrivant  faute  de 

•Son  Altesse,  sUl  j  a  quelque  prince  du  stog 

de  France  dans  le  traits,  il  commandera  en  la 

aiani&re  qu'il  avoit  est^  arrest6  dans  le  traits, 

fait  avec  inonseigneur  le  eomte  de  Soissona 

Et  en  cas  que  rarchiduc  Leopold  on  autre  per- 

aonne,  fils  ou  frire  ou  parent  de  Sa  Majesti 

catholique,   vienne  a  estre  gouvemeur    pour 

Sadite  Majesty  catholique  en  Flandres,  commi 

tl  sera  M,  par  mesme  moyen,  general  de  ses 

-«rmee9,  et  que  Sa  Majesty  catholique  a  tant  de 
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part  en  se  lieu :  est  accord^  que  le  aeigneor 
dac  d*0rl£an8  et  ceax  de  son  party^  de  qaelqne 
qoalite  et  condition  qa*ils  8oient»  wnt  esgard  i 
cea  considerations,  tiendront  bonne  corresponds 
ance  avec  ledit  seigneur  arohiduc  ou  autre  que 
dit  est,  et  Inj  communiqueront  tout  ee  qui  ae 
pr&enteiBy  en  reGe?aat  toua  ensemble  les 
ordrea  de  FEmpereur,  de  Sa  Majeat6  catholique^ 
tant  pour  ce  qui  oonceme  la  guerre  que  pour 
lea  plaiges  de  cette  arm^e^  et  toua  les 
progrez. 

8.  Et  d'autant  que  Son  Alteae  a  deux  per- 
aonnes  propres  k  estre  mareadiauz-de-Gamp  en 
cette  arm^e,  que  ledit  sieur  de  FontraiUea  d^ 
darera  apr^  la  conclunon  du  pr&ent  traite^ 
Sa  Majesty  catholique  se  charge  d'obtenir  da 
I'Empereur  deux  lettres-patentes  de  mareschaus- 
de-camp  pour  eux. 

9.  U  eat  accord^  que  Sa  Majeeti 
catholique  donnera  quatre-vingt  mil  ducaa 
de  pension  &  d^partir  par  mois  bux  seig* 
neurs  susdits. 
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10.  Comme  aussi  on  donnera  dans  troia 
moid  cent  mil  livrea  pour  pourvoir  et  munir 
la  place  que  Son  Altesse  a  pour  sa  seuret^ 
«n  France,  fit  si  celuy  qui  bailie  la  place 
n^est  eatiafait  de  cela,  on  baiilera  ladite  tiomme 
^ontanf,  et  de  plus  cinq  cena  quintaux  de  pou- 
dre  et  vingtH^inq  mil  lirrea  par  nuA^^  pour  Ten- 
Iretien  de  la  gamieon* 

11.  U  est  accord^  de  part  et  d'autre  quil 
ne  se  fera  point  d'accommoderaent  en  g€a4ral 
Dj  en  particulier  aveo  la  couronne  de  France 
si  ce  n'est  d'un  commun  consentement,  et.qu  on 
rendra  toutes  les  places  et  pays  qu*OH 
aura  pris  en  France,  sans  eervir  contrH  cela 
.d^auouns  pr^textes^  toutes  fois  quantes  que  la 
France  rendra  les  places  quelle  a  gagn^,  en 
quelque  pays  que  ce  soit,  mesme  celles  qu'elle 
a  achet^es  et  qui  sont  occupies  par  les  armees 
qui  ont  serment  &  la  France,  Et  ledit  seig- 
jieur  due  d'Orleans  et  ceux  de  son  party  se 
d^clarent  dda  mainteuant  pour  ennemis  des 
Snidois  et  de  tons  autres  ennemis  de  Leurs 
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Majestez  imp^riale  et  catholiqoej  et  de  tons 
eeuz  qui  lear  donnent  et  donneront  favenry 
ayde  et  protectiotu  Et  pour  lea  deatroire.  Son 
Alteaae  et  ceux  de  son  party  donneront  tontet 
lea  asaiatancea  posaiblea. 

12.  II  est  conyenu  qae  les  arm^  de  Flaii- 
dre,  et  celle  qne  doit  commander  Son  Altesse, 
unsi  qui  dit  eat,  affront  de  commune  main  i 
meame  fin^  aree  bonne  correspondancer 

On  taschera  de  Cure  qae  lea  troupea  aoient 
preates  an  plualost,  et  que  ce  aoit  a  la  fin  de 
may :  aur  quoi  jSa  Majesty  catholique  fera  ea* 
crire  au  gonvemenr  do  Luxembourg  afin  qa'tl 
die  &  celuy  qui  luy  portera  un  blanc  aign^  de 
Son  Alteese  on  de  quelqu^un  dea  deux  aeig* 
neurs,  le  tempa  auquel  tout  pourra  eatreen 
eatat  Lequel  bkmc  8ign6  Son  Altease  envoy* 
era  aa  pluato8t|  afin  de  gagoer  tempa  ai  lea 
choses  sont  preas^a  t  ou  ai  ellea  ne  le  aont  point 
encore  iorqne  la  peraonne  arrirera,  elle  e'en  re* 
toumera  &  la  place  de  aeucret^ 
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14.  Sa  Maje8t€  catholique  donnera  aux 
troupes  de  Son  Altesse  an  mois  aprds  qu'elles 
aeront  dana  le  service  etensuite,  cent  millelivrea 
par  moi8>  pour  leur  entretien  et  pour  les  autres 
afiaires  de  la  guerre*  Et  Son  Altesse,  aura 
agr&ible  de  declarer  apr^s  le  nombre  des  hom- 
ines qu'il  aura  dans  la  place  de  seuret^,  et  celui 
de  ses  troupes  s'il  trouve  bon  ;  demeurant  dds 
tnaintenant  accord^  que  les  logemens  et  ks 
contributions  se  distribueront  6galement  entre 
les  deux  armies. 

15.  L'argent  qui  se  tirera  du  royaume  de 
France  sera  &  la  disposition  de  Son  Altesse^ 
et  sera  d^party  ^galement  entre  les  deux 
armies  comme  il  est  dit  en  Particle 
pr^edent^  et  est  declare  qu'on  ne  pourra 
imposer  aucuns  tributs  que  par  I'ordre  de  Son 
Altesse* 

16.  Au  cas  que  ledit  seigneur  due  d'Orl&tns 
soit  oblige  de  sortir  de  France  et  qu'il  entre 
dans  la  Franche-Comt£  ou  autre  part,  Sa  Ma- 
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jeat^  oatboliqae  doHDera  ordre  k  oe  que 
Son  Alteeee  et  lea  deux  autres  granda  dii 
party  aoient  receoa  dana  toua  aee  eatat^ 
et  poor  lea  iaire  condoire  de  Ul  dana  la  place 
de  aearet& 

17.  D*aatant  qm  ledit  aeigneur  due  d*Or* 
14aa8  d&ire  ud  pouToir  de  Sa  Majeat6  catho- 
lique  pour  donner  la  pais  ou  neutrality  auz 
villea  et  provincea  de  France  qui  la  demaode- 
ront^  il  7  aura  aupr^  de  Son  Altesae  un  am- 
baaaadeur  de  Sa  Majeat£  a^ec  plein  pouvoir : 
•Sa  Majeat^  a'aocorde  &  cela: 

18.  Sll  arriTe  faute,  ce  que  IXeu  ne  Tueillc, 
dudit  seigneur  dupd*0rl6anaj  Sa  Majeat£  catho- 
lique  promet  de  conaerrer  lea  meamea  penaiona 
auadita  aeigneura,  et  i  im  aeol  d*euz  n  le  party 
aubaiate,  on  qu'ila  demeurent  au  aervice  de  Sa 
Majeat^  catholique. 

19.  Ledit  aeigneur  due  d'Orleana  aaaeur^  et 
en  aon  nom  ledit  aieur  de  FontraiUea,  qu'a 
.meame  tempa  que  Son  Alteaae  ae  d^cpatrirai 
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il  lui  fera  livrer  one  place  des  nieilleures  de 
France  pour  sa  seuret^y  laquelle  sera  d^clar^e 
a  la  conclusion  du  pr&ent  traits :  et  au  caa 
qu^elle  ne  soit  trouy^e  suffisantCt  ledit  traits 
demeurera  nul,  comme  auasi  ledit  sieur  de  Fon- 
trailles  d6clarera  lesdits  deux  seigneurs  pour 
lesquela  on  demande  pensions  susdites  dont  Sa 
Majeste  demeure  d  accord. 

20.  Finalement,  est  accord^  que  tout  le  con- 
tenu  en  ces  articles  sera  approuv^  et  ratifi^  par 
Sa  Majesty  catholique  et  ledit  seigneur  due 
d'Orl^ans,  en  la  manidre  ordinaire  et  accous- 
ium^e  en  semblables  traitez.    Le  Comte-Duc 
le  promet  ainsi  au  nom  de  Sa  Majesty,  et  ledit 
sieur  de  Fontrailles  au  nom  de  Son  Altesse, 
s'obligeant  respectiyement  &  cela,  comme  de 
leur  chef  ils  Tapprouvent  d^  &  present^  le 
ratifient  et  le  signent. — A  Madrid,  le  13  mars 
1542.    Sign6:  Don  GASPAa  de  Guzman,  et, 
par  supposition  de    nom:    Clebmont,    pour 
Fontrailles* 
Nous  Gaston,  fils  de  France,  frdre  unique  du 
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Roy,  due  d'Orl&ms,  certiflons  que  le  cootenu 
C7-defl8U8  est  la  vraye  copie  de  l^original  du 
traitt^  que  FonUvillee  a  passi  en  nostre  nom 
avec  monsiear'  le  Comte-Dtic  de  Son^Locar. 
En  tesmoin  de  qnoy  none  avona  aign^  Im 
pr&ente  de  aostre  main,  et  ioelle  fait 
signer  par  nostre  secr&aire,  le  26  aoost 
1642,  k  Yillefranche.  Signi  Gastok,  et  plus 
bas  GouLAs. 


CONTBB-LETTBE. 


D'autant  que,  par  le  Indtte  que  j'ay  sign^ 
aujonrd'huy,  pour  et  au  nom  de  monseigneur  le 
due  d'Orl&ina,  avec  IkL  le  Comte-^Duc,  pour  et 
au  nom  des  Sa  Majesty  catholiqoe,  je  saia 
oblig£  de  declarer  le  nom  des  deux  personnes 
qui  sont .  comprises  par  Son  Altesse  dans  ledit 
traitt^,  et  la  place  qu'elle  a  prise  pour  sa  sei>- 
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ret^y  je  declare  ^t  asseure  an  nom  de  Son 
Altesse  a  monsieur  le  Comte'Duc^  afin  qull 
die  k  Sa  Majeet^  catholique,  que  les  deux 
personnes  sout  le  seigneur  due  de  Bouillon,  et 
le  seigneur  due  de  Cinq-Mars,  grand  escuyerde 
France  ;  et  la  place  de  seuret^  qui  est  asseur^e 
k  Son  Altesse  est  Sedan,  que  ledit  seigneur  de 
Bouillon  luy  met  enire  les  mains.  En  foy 
de  quoj  j'ay  sign£  cet  escrit  k  Madrid,  le 
13  mars  1642.     Sign6,  par  supposition  de  nom : 

CrjBRMOKT. 

Nous  Gaston,  fils  de  France,  frere  unique  du 
Roy,  due  d'Orl^ans,  reconnoissons  ^ue  le  con- 
tenu  cy-dessus  est  la  yraie  copie  de  la  declara- 
tipn  que  monsieur  de  Bouillon,  monsieur  le 
Grand  et  nous  soubsignez  avons  donn4  pouvoir 
au  sieur  de  Fontrailles  de  faire  des  noms  de 
ces  sieurs  de  Bouillon  et  le  Grand,  k  monsieur 
le  due  de  San-Lucar,  aprds  qu'il  auroit  pass^ 
le  trait€  avec  luy,  auquel  traits  ils  ne  sent  oom- 
pris  que  sous  le  titre  de  deux  grands  seigneurs 
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de    Fnmce.      En    t^moin  da    quoy    nons 

avons    aigii^     la    pr^aente  certification    de 

nostre   main,   et   icelle  fait  contresigner  par 
noatie  secretaire. 


Sign^:  Gabtoh* 


A  YiUefraDche,  le  29  anart  1642. 


£t  plus  baa,  GK>ula8. 


THB  END. 
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